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amount of psychic distance

Understanding Psychic Distance in Literature

Which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance is a question that
often arises when analyzing narrative techniques in literature. Psychic distance refers to
the emotional and cognitive separation between the narrator and the characters,
influencing how readers perceive the story and its inhabitants. This concept is crucial for
writers as it can significantly alter the reader's experience and engagement with the text.

To explore this topic, we first need to define psychic distance in more detail, understand
its different levels, and identify how it manifests in sentences within a narrative. By
examining these elements, we can better understand which sentences create a greater
psychic distance.

Defining Psychic Distance

Psychic distance can be viewed on a continuum, ranging from intimate to distant. It is
shaped by the narrator's point of view, the language used, and the level of insight
provided into characters' thoughts and feelings. The following categories can help clarify
this concept:

1. Intimate Distance
Intimate distance involves a close connection with a character's inner thoughts and
emotions. The reader experiences the character's feelings directly, often through first-
person or close third-person narratives. For example:

- "I felt my heart race as I stepped onto the stage, the spotlight blinding me."

In this sentence, the reader is deeply immersed in the character's experience, feeling their
anxiety and excitement.

2. Personal Distance
Personal distance allows for some emotional connection but maintains a degree of
separation. The reader may understand the character's feelings but does not experience
them as intensely. An example could be:

- "She was nervous as she walked onto the stage, her hands trembling slightly."



Here, the reader can sense the character's nervousness but does not feel it as acutely as in
the intimate distance example.

3. Objective Distance
Objective distance provides an observational perspective, often focusing on the actions of
characters without delving into their internal states. For instance:

- "She walked onto the stage, her hands at her sides."

This sentence describes the action without revealing any emotional context, creating a
more detached perspective.

4. Distant or Abstract Distance
Distant or abstract distance is characterized by a complete lack of emotional connection to
the characters. It often uses broad statements or generalizations that make it difficult for
readers to connect with the characters. An example might be:

- "People often feel nervous before performances."

This sentence speaks about a general human experience, lacking any specific connection
to the character's thoughts or feelings.

Identifying Psychic Distance in Sentences

When analyzing which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance, one
must consider several factors:

Character Insight: How much does the sentence reveal about the character's inner
thoughts and feelings?

Language and Tone: What kind of language is used? Is it emotionally charged or
neutral?

Narrative Perspective: What point of view is the narrative using? First-person,
third-person limited, or third-person omniscient?

Examples of Sentences with Varying Psychic Distances

To illustrate the concept of psychic distance further, let’s examine a few sentences that
vary in their emotional engagement:



1. Intimate Distance: "I could feel the cold sweat trickling down my back as I faced the
audience."
2. Personal Distance: "She felt a shiver run down her spine as she looked out at the sea of
faces."
3. Objective Distance: "The performer stepped onto the stage, adjusting the microphone
stand."
4. Distant Distance: "Performers often experience anxiety before their shows."

In this comparison, the first sentence provides the most intimate connection, while the last
sentence presents the greatest psychic distance.

Implications of Psychic Distance in Writing

The choice of psychic distance can profoundly affect the reader's experience and
interpretation of the narrative. Here are some implications to consider:

1. Reader Engagement
When the psychic distance is minimal, readers may feel a stronger connection to the
characters, enhancing their emotional investment in the story. Conversely, greater psychic
distance can create a sense of detachment, which might be purposeful in certain
narratives, especially in works that explore themes of alienation or observation.

2. Narrative Voice
The narrative voice itself can dictate the psychic distance. A first-person narrator typically
offers a closer connection, while a third-person omniscient narrator can provide a more
detached viewpoint. Writers must choose the voice that best serves the story they want to
tell.

3. Thematic Exploration
Different levels of psychic distance can also highlight themes within a narrative. For
instance, a story that grapples with isolation may utilize a greater psychic distance to
emphasize the characters' emotional barriers. In contrast, narratives focused on intimacy
or connection may benefit from a closer psychic distance.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the question of which sentence suggests the greatest amount of
psychic distance leads us to a deeper understanding of how narrative techniques shape
the reader's experience. By analyzing different levels of psychic distance, we can
appreciate how writers manipulate emotional engagement to enhance their storytelling.
The choice between intimate, personal, objective, and distant distances is not merely a



stylistic decision but a fundamental aspect of narrative structure that can transform the
reader's connection to the characters and the unfolding story.

As writers, understanding and effectively employing psychic distance allows for a richer,
more compelling narrative that resonates with readers on various emotional levels.
Whether seeking to create intimacy or distance, the power lies in the careful selection of
sentences that resonate with the intended psychic distance, guiding readers through the
intricate tapestry of human experience portrayed in literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is psychic distance in literature?
Psychic distance refers to the emotional or psychological gap between the narrator and
the characters, influencing how intimately the reader connects with them.

How can sentence structure affect psychic distance?
Long, complex sentences might create more psychic distance by providing a broader
perspective, while short, direct sentences can bring the reader closer to the character's
immediate thoughts and feelings.

Which narrative perspective typically suggests greater
psychic distance?
Third-person omniscient narrative often suggests greater psychic distance, as it allows the
narrator to comment on characters' thoughts and actions from a broader viewpoint.

What kind of adjectives might indicate a greater psychic
distance in a sentence?
Objective or neutral adjectives, such as 'tall' or 'quiet', can suggest greater psychic
distance compared to subjective adjectives like 'beautiful' or 'sad'.

Can dialogue impact psychic distance?
Yes, dialogue that is formal or detached can suggest greater psychic distance, while
intimate and personal dialogue can reduce it.

How does the use of inner thoughts influence psychic
distance?
Direct access to a character's inner thoughts typically decreases psychic distance, while
summarizing or omitting their thoughts can increase it.



Which type of setting description might suggest greater
psychic distance?
A broad, detailed description of a setting may create greater psychic distance compared to
a focused, intimate description that centers on a character's immediate experience.

How can a change in tone indicate a shift in psychic
distance?
A shift to a more clinical or detached tone in a sentence may indicate an increase in
psychic distance, while a more emotional or intimate tone suggests a decrease.

Which Sentence Suggests The Greatest Amount Of Psychic
Distance

  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: Fiction Writing Master
Class William Cane, 2015-03-18 Want to find your voice? Learn from the best! In your development
as a writer, you've likely been told to develop your own unique writing style, as if it were as simple
as pulling it out of thin air. But finding your voice isn't easy--it requires time, practice, and a
thorough understanding of how great fiction is written. Fiction Writing Master Class analyzes the
writing styles of twenty-one superior novelists including Charles Dickens, Edith Wharton, Franz
Kafka, Flannery O'Connor, Ray Bradbury, and many others. This fascinating and insightful guide
mines the writing secrets of these exceptional authors and shows you how to use them to develop a
writing style that stands out in a crowd. You'll discover how to: Create characters as memorable as
Herman Melville's Captain Ahab Master point of view with techniques from Fyodor Dostoevsky Pick
up the pace by keeping your sentences lean like Ernest Hemingway Incorporate sensual details like
James Bond creator Ian Fleming Add suspense to your story by following the lead of horror master
Stephen King And that's not all, Fiction Writing Master Class is your key to understanding and
implementing the proven techniques of history's greatest authors, taking your writing to a whole
new level of excellence in the process.
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: Light , 1910
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: 21st Century
Psychology: A Reference Handbook Stephen F. Davis, William Buskist, 2007-12-17 Via 100
entries, 21st Century Psychology: A Reference Handbook highlights the most important topics,
issues, questions, and debates any student obtaining a degree in the field of psychology ought to
have mastered for effectiveness in the 21st century. This two-volume reference resource, available
both in print and online, provides an authoritative source to serve students′ research needs with
more detailed information than encyclopedia entries but without the jargon, detail, or density found
in a typical journal article or a research handbook chapter. Students will find chapters contained
within these volumes useful as aids toward starting research for papers, presentations, or a senior
thesis, assisting in deciding on areas for elective coursework or directions for graduate studies, or
orienting themselves toward potential career directions in psychology. The cadre of contributing
authors consists of established experts within the field of psychology, including several former
presidents of the American Psychological Association who are in tune with current and likely future
directions of this amazingly broad and diverse field. The 100+ chapters provide material of interest
for students from all corners of psychological studies, whether their interests be in the biological,
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cognitive, developmental, social, or clinical arenas. Coverage includes cutting-edge topics, such as
human performance in extreme environments. Chapters are brief, reader-friendly, and presented at
an appropriate level for undergraduate students, with references to guide them to key further
readings. Key Features Provides students with initial footholds on topics of interest in researching
for term papers, in preparing for GREs, and in consulting to determine directions to take in pursuing
a senior thesis, a graduate degree, a career, etc. Offers full coverage of major subthemes and
subfields within the field of psychology, including social, developmental, cognitive, biological,
clinical, and methodology Provides uniform in chapter structure to make it easy for students to
locate key information, with a common format of Introduction, Theory, Methods, Applications,
Comparisons, Future Directions, Summary, References & Further Readings, and Cross-References
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: LIFE , 1966-03-25
LIFE Magazine is the treasured photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now
lives on at LIFE.com, the largest, most amazing collection of professional photography on the
internet. Users can browse, search and view photos of today’s people and events. They have free
access to share, print and post images for personal use.
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: The Cultural Context
of Childhood Ronald W. Henderson, John R. Bergan, 1976
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: Woolf and the City
Elizabeth F. Evans, Sarah E. Cornish, 2010-09-01 Edited collection from acclaimed contemporary
Woolf scholars, focusing on urban issues. These include addressing the ethical and political
implications of Virginia Woolf’s work, a move that suggests new insights into Woolf as a “real world”
social critic.
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: English Mechanic and
Mirror of Science and Art , 1925
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists , 1966-06 The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on
scientific and technological developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan
Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic Doomsday Clock stimulates solutions for a safer world.
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: LIFE , 1967-07-07 LIFE
Magazine is the treasured photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on
at LIFE.com, the largest, most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users
can browse, search and view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share,
print and post images for personal use.
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: LIFE , 1966-03-25 LIFE
Magazine is the treasured photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on
at LIFE.com, the largest, most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users
can browse, search and view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share,
print and post images for personal use.
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: LIFE , 1967-07-07 LIFE
Magazine is the treasured photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on
at LIFE.com, the largest, most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users
can browse, search and view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share,
print and post images for personal use.
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: Encyclopædia of
Psychic Science Nandor Fodor, 1966 Reprint of the 1934 edition, with minor alterations and a new
foreword.
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: BUlletin of the
Atomic Scientists , 1960-06
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: Walker Percy William
Rodney Allen, 1986
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: LIFE , 1969-11-14



LIFE Magazine is the treasured photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now
lives on at LIFE.com, the largest, most amazing collection of professional photography on the
internet. Users can browse, search and view photos of today’s people and events. They have free
access to share, print and post images for personal use.
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: Teaching about
Women Modern Language Association of America. Commission on the Status of Women in the
Profession, 1971
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: Everybody's Magazine ,
1923
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: The United States
Army and Navy Journal and Gazette of the Regular and Volunteer Forces , 1905
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: Everybody's , 1923
  which sentence suggests the greatest amount of psychic distance: Freud's Student
Years Florian Houssier, 2024-08-01 In Freud’s Student Years, Florian Houssier presents the life
experiences and inner conflicts of Sigmund Freud from his eighteenth birthday to his clinical
practice, showing how these experiences informed his later theories. Following on from Freud’s
Adolescence: Oedipus Complex and Parricidal Tendencies (2023) and starting at the point of the
young Freud’s graduation, Houssier charts the inception of Freud’s ideas on fantasy, the
Madonna-Whore complex, the Oedipal Complex, mother-daughter relationships and narcissism.
Working chronologically, he looks at the way Freud’s reflection and lamentation on his inhibited
adolescence led to a fantasy of possession that informed his later work. Including excerpts from
Freud’s private letters to his fiancée, Martha Bernays, and exploring his relationship with Sándor
Ferenczi, this volume offers a unique and intimate look into the life and inner workings of the most
eminent figure of modern psychoanalysis. Accessible in style and thorough in its assessments of
Freud’s personal experiences, this book is an essential read for psychoanalysts and psychologists, as
well as students and scholars interested in the history of psychoanalysis and the enduring legacy of
Freudian thought.
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