wella to redken conversion chart

Wella to Redken Conversion Chart is an essential tool for professional
hairstylists and colorists who frequently work with both brands. As two of
the most popular hair color lines in the beauty industry, Wella and Redken
each offer a unique range of shades, formulations, and results. Understanding
how to convert between these two systems can help stylists provide clients
with the perfect hair color while ensuring they are using the most compatible
products. This article explores the conversion process, the factors to
consider, and the benefits of using a conversion chart.

Understanding Wella and Redken Color Systems

Both Wella and Redken have established themselves as leaders in the hair
color market. However, they utilize different numbering systems and shade
descriptions, which can make switching between them challenging.

Wella Color System

Wella typically uses a numbering system that consists of a combination of
numbers and letters to designate shades. The most common features include:

- The Base Number: This indicates the primary color tone, ranging from 1
(black) to 10 (light blonde).

- The Secondary Number: This denotes the tone’s undertones, which can include
neutral, ash, gold, copper, and more.

For example, a Wella color labeled as 7.1 would indicate a level 7 (blonde)
with an ash undertone.

Redken Color System

Redken, on the other hand, has a slightly different approach. Its numbering
system also consists of numbers and letters, but the meanings differ:

- The First Number: This indicates the level, similar to Wella, ranging from
1 (black) to 10 (light blonde).

- The Letters: These indicate the tonal qualities, with letters such as N
(natural), A (ash), G (gold), C (copper), and more.

For instance, Redken’s 7A would represent a level 7 (blonde) with an ash
tone.



The Importance of a Conversion Chart

A Wella to Redken conversion chart acts as a bridge between the two systems.

It allows stylists to achieve the desired color results without the need for

extensive experimentation. Here are several reasons why a conversion chart is
beneficial:

1. Consistency: Using a conversion chart ensures that stylists can offer
consistent results to their clients, regardless of the brand used.

2. Time-Saving: A quick reference to a conversion chart can save valuable
time during the color mixing process.

3. Client Communication: It aids in discussing color choices with clients who
may be familiar with one brand over the other.

Factors to Consider When Converting Colors

When using a Wella to Redken conversion chart, several factors must be
considered to ensure accurate results:

1. Hair Type and Condition

The hair's porosity, texture, and previous color treatments can affect how
the hair absorbs color. It is essential to assess the client's hair condition
before making a conversion.

2. Desired Results

Different color lines may offer variations in how a color appears on the
hair. It is crucial to have a clear understanding of the client's desired
result and how that translates between the two brands.

3. Toner Selection

Both brands have different toners that can affect the final result. When
converting, pay attention to the toner options available in both lines to
achieve the desired finish.

Sample Wella to Redken Conversion Chart

Below is a simplified version of the Wella to Redken conversion chart. This



chart is a guideline and should be used in conjunction with professional

judgment.
1. Wella 6N = Redken 6N
2. Wella 7N = Redken 7N
3. Wella 8N = Redken 8N
4. Wella 9N = Redken 9N
5. Wella 6.1 (Ash) = Redken 6A
6. Wella 7.1 (Ash) = Redken 7A
7. Wella 8.1 (Ash) = Redken 8A
8. Wella 7G (Gold) = Redken 7G
9. Wella 8G (Gold) = Redken 8G
10. Wella 9G (Gold) = Redken 9G
11. Wella 7C (Copper) = Redken 7C
12. Wella 8C (Copper) = Redken 8C

Please note that conversions can vary based on the specific shades and
formulations. Always conduct a strand test when introducing new color
products to determine how the hair responds.

Tips for Successful Color Conversions

To

ensure a successful color conversion, consider the following tips:

e Conduct a Strand Test: Always perform a strand test before applying the
color to the entire head. This helps gauge how the hair will react to
the new formula.

e Consult with Clients: Discuss the desired outcome with clients to ensure
their expectations align with what can be achieved with the new color
line.

» Take Notes: Keep records of successful conversions for future reference.
This can save time and enhance consistency in your work.



e Stay Updated: Both Wella and Redken frequently update their product
lines. Stay informed about new shades and formulations that may enhance
your color services.

e Understand Color Theory: A solid foundation in color theory will help in
making more informed decisions when converting colors between brands.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Wella to Redken conversion chart is an invaluable resource
for hair professionals navigating between these two prominent brands. By
understanding the differences in their color systems, considering various
factors during the conversion process, and utilizing a reliable conversion
chart, stylists can deliver consistent and beautiful results to their
clients. Always remember that hair color is not just about the numbers; it’s
about understanding the client's needs, the hair’s condition, and how each
product interacts with the hair. With the right knowledge and tools, you can
successfully bridge the gap between Wella and Redken, offering clients
vibrant and flattering hair colors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Wella to Redken conversion chart?

A Wella to Redken conversion chart is a guide that helps hairstylists and
colorists translate color formulations from Wella products to their
equivalent shades in Redken products.

Why would a stylist need a Wella to Redken
conversion chart?

Stylists may use a conversion chart when switching brands or when clients
request a specific color that is available in one brand but not in the other.

Are the color results the same when converting from
Wella to Redken?

While conversion charts provide guidance, actual color results may vary due
to differences in the formulas and base colors of the two brands, so it's
advisable to do a strand test.



Where can I find a reliable Wella to Redken
conversion chart?

Reliable conversion charts can often be found on professional beauty supply
websites, in salon education materials, or through beauty industry forums and
communities.

Is there a specific method to use when referring to
a Wella to Redken conversion chart?

When using a conversion chart, compare the desired Wella shade to the
corresponding Redken shade, adjusting for any unique tones or undertones that
may affect the final result.

Can I use a Wella to Redken conversion chart for all
hair types?

Yes, a conversion chart can be used for all hair types, but results may vary
based on individual hair conditions, so professional judgment and testing are
crucial.
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