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Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do is a profound inquiry that has engaged philosophers, legal scholars, and
social theorists throughout history. The concept of justice encompasses a multitude of dimensions, including
moral, ethical, and legal perspectives. In this article, we will explore the various interpretations of justice,
the philosophical frameworks that underpin these interpretations, and their practical implications in society.
We will also discuss how understanding justice can guide individuals in making ethical decisions in their personal
and professional lives.

The Nature of Justice

Justice, at its core, is about fairness and the moral rightness of actions. However, what constitutes fairness
can vary significantly across cultures and contexts. The exploration of justice can be categorized into
several key areas:

1. Distributive Justice

Distributive justice concerns the fair allocation of resources and benefits among individuals in a society. It
raises questions such as:

- Who deserves what?
- How should resources be distributed?
- What is the role of merit versus need?

Key theories of distributive justice include:

- Utilitarianism: This theory advocates for actions that maximize overall happiness and minimize suffering. In
terms of resource distribution, utilitarianism would suggest that resources should be allocated in a way
that produces the greatest good for the greatest number.

- Egalitarianism: This perspective argues for equal distribution of resources, emphasizing that all individuals
should have equal access to opportunities and benefits, regardless of their circumstances.

- Libertarianism: Libertarians advocate for minimal state intervention in personal and economic affairs, arguing
that individuals should be free to acquire and distribute resources as they see fit, provided they do not infringe
on others' rights.

2. Procedural Justice

Procedural justice focuses on the fairness of the processes that lead to outcomes. This type of justice is
concerned with how decisions are made, rather than just the outcomes themselves. Key elements include:

- Transparency: Processes must be open and clear to participants.
- Impartiality: Decision-making should be free from bias or favoritism.
- Representation: All stakeholders should have a voice in the process.

The importance of procedural justice is evident in legal systems, where fair trial rights and due process are
critical components of ensuring that justice is served.



3. Retributive Justice

Retributive justice is centered around punishment for wrongdoing. It is based on the idea that those who commit
crimes deserve to be punished proportionately to the severity of their actions. This approach raises several
ethical questions:

- What constitutes a fair punishment?
- How can we ensure that punishments are not excessively harsh?
- What role does rehabilitation play in the justice system?

Retributive justice often contrasts with restorative justice, which focuses on repairing the harm caused by
criminal behavior and reintegrating offenders into society.

Philosophical Foundations of Justice

The philosophical discourse on justice has evolved over centuries, with notable contributions from various
thinkers. Understanding these foundational theories can provide insight into contemporary debates on justice.

1. John Rawls’ Theory of Justice

John Rawls, in his seminal work "A Theory of Justice," proposed a framework for social justice based on
fairness. His two principles of justice are:

- The Liberty Principle: Each person has an equal right to the most extensive basic liberties compatible with
similar liberties for others.
- The Difference Principle: Social and economic inequalities should be arranged to benefit the least advantaged
members of society.

Rawls' "veil of ignorance" thought experiment encourages individuals to design a society without knowledge
of their own social status, thus promoting fairness and equality.

2. Robert Nozick’s Entitlement Theory

In contrast to Rawls, Robert Nozick argued against redistributive justice in his book "Anarchy, State, and
Utopia." He emphasized individual rights and the importance of voluntary exchanges. His entitlement theory
posits that individuals are entitled to their holdings, provided they were acquired justly. Nozick's focus on
property rights challenges the notion of redistributing wealth to achieve social justice.

3. Martha Nussbaum’s Capabilities Approach

Martha Nussbaum developed the capabilities approach, which focuses on what individuals are able to do and
be—essentially their capabilities. Nussbaum argues for justice based on the enhancement of individual
capabilities, suggesting that a just society is one that enables all individuals to lead flourishing lives. This
approach emphasizes the importance of education, health care, and opportunities for personal development.

Justice in Practice: Real-World Implications



Understanding the various theories and dimensions of justice is essential for navigating real-world issues, from
legal systems to social movements. Here are some practical applications:

1. Legal Systems

Legal systems around the world strive to embody principles of justice, but the implementation can vary
drastically. Key considerations include:

- Ensuring access to legal representation for all individuals.
- Maintaining an impartial judiciary.
- Upholding the rule of law while being mindful of human rights.

2. Social Justice Movements

Social justice movements aim to address systemic inequalities and advocate for marginalized groups. These
movements draw on various theories of justice to argue for changes in policies and societal norms. Examples
include:

- The civil rights movement, which sought to dismantle racial segregation and discrimination.
- The feminist movement, which advocates for gender equality and women's rights.
- Environmental justice, which focuses on the fair distribution of environmental benefits and burdens.

3. Ethical Decision-Making

On a personal level, understanding justice can guide individuals in making ethical decisions. Whether in the
workplace or in community engagement, principles of fairness, equity, and respect for others can inform actions
and choices. For instance:

- In business, corporate social responsibility initiatives can reflect a commitment to justice by considering the
impact of business practices on communities and the environment.
- In interpersonal relationships, practicing empathy and understanding can foster a just and supportive
environment.

Conclusion

Justice is a complex and multifaceted concept that requires careful consideration of various ethical,
philosophical, and practical dimensions. By engaging with the theories of justice, individuals can better navigate
the moral dilemmas they encounter in their lives. Ultimately, the pursuit of justice is not just about
understanding what is right but actively working towards creating a fair and equitable society for all. As we
reflect on the question of "What is the right thing to do?" we must also commit to actions that uphold the
principles of justice in our everyday lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the 'Justice: What's the Right Thing to Do?' PDF?

The main theme of the PDF revolves around exploring the philosophical underpinnings of justice, moral dilemmas,
and ethical decision-making in various societal contexts.



How does Michael Sandel approach the concept of justice in his work?

Michael Sandel approaches justice by discussing real-world scenarios and moral questions, encouraging
readers to think critically about their values and the implications of their choices.

What types of ethical frameworks are discussed in 'Justice: What's the
Right Thing to Do?'?

The PDF discusses several ethical frameworks, including utilitarianism, deontology, and virtue ethics,
comparing their approaches to justice and moral reasoning.

Can you find practical applications of justice concepts in everyday life in
the PDF?

Yes, the PDF provides practical applications of justice concepts by presenting case studies and examples that
demonstrate how philosophical ideas can influence real-life decisions and policies.

What audience is 'Justice: What's the Right Thing to Do?' PDF intended for?

The PDF is intended for a broad audience, including students, educators, and anyone interested in understanding
the complexities of justice and ethics in contemporary society.
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meaning of justice in a variety of situations and asks the reader to morally and politically reflect on
each topic.
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explores key issues in mental health, crime and criminal justice, including: offenders' rights;
intervention designs; desistance; health-informed approaches to offending and the medical needs of
offenders; psychological jurisprudence, and; collaborative and multi-agency practice. This volume
draws on the knowledge of professionals and academics working in this field internationally, as well
as the experience of service users. It offers a solution-focused response to these issues, and
promotes both equality and quality of experience for service users. It will be essential reading for
practitioners, scholars and students with an interest in forensic mental health and criminal justice.
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to provide guidance for working with people with mental health needs in jails. The Handbook both
advances knowledge in correctional mental health in the jail setting and serves as a call to action for
researchers to continue developing a scientific base for jail correctional mental health.
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Education and Defense Ministry (SEDM), 2020-02-06 Everyone wants justice but no one can agree
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conflict resolution and legal frameworks. This ebook addresses the sensitive and controversial topic
of using restorative justice in cases of domestic violence. Through an evidence-based manner, it
purports to bring forward new insights and reflections acquired through recent fieldwork with
victims, offenders and restorative justice practitioners. Most importantly, it makes firm assertions
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  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: The Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment Wesley
G. Jennings, George E. Higgins, Mildred M. Maldonado-Molina, David N. Khey, 2016-01-19 The
Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment provides the most comprehensive reference for a vast
number of topics relevant to crime and punishment with a unique focus on the
multi/interdisciplinary and international aspects of these topics and historical perspectives on crime
and punishment around the world. Named as one of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles of 2016
Comprising nearly 300 entries, this invaluable reference resource serves as the most up-to-date and
wide-ranging resource on crime and punishment Offers a global perspective from an international
team of leading scholars, including coverage of the strong and rapidly growing body of work on
criminology in Europe, Asia, and other areas Acknowledges the overlap of criminology and criminal
justice with a number of disciplines such as sociology, psychology, epidemiology, history, economics,
and public health, and law Entry topics are organized around 12 core substantive areas:
international aspects, multi/interdisciplinary aspects, crime types, corrections, policing, law and
justice, research methods, criminological theory, correlates of crime, organizations and institutions
(U.S.), victimology, and special populations Organized, authored and Edited by leading scholars, all
of whom come to the project with exemplary track records and international standing 3 Volumes
www.crimeandpunishmentencyclopedia.com



  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: University Access and Success Merridy
Wilson-Strydom, 2015-02-11 The challenge of widening access and participation in higher education
in a manner that ensures students are successful in their studies is a major issue globally and a
significant research-focus within higher education studies and higher education policy. Similarly, the
challenge of under-preparedness of students entering higher education has become increasingly
pertinent as universities in both developed and developing countries struggle to improve their
throughput rates in a context in which schooling no longer seems to provide sufficient preparation
for entering university. In this book Merridy Wilson-Strydom applies the capabilities approach to
better understand university access and participation and draws on a rich case study from South
Africa to critically and innovatively explore the complex and contradictory terrain of access with
success. The book integrates quantitative and qualitative research with theory and practical
application to provide a new framework for considering and improving the transition from school to
university. University Access and Success will appeal to academics and researchers in the field of
higher education internationally. The book also contributes to the growing body of international and
comparative scholarship on the capabilities approach in higher education and will therefore be of
value to higher education practitioners, such as those working in the promotion of teaching and
learning, higher education quality assurance, institutional research and student affairs.
  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: The Justice Crisis Trevor C.W. Farrow, Lesley A.
Jacobs, 2020-09-01 Unfulfilled legal needs are at a tipping point in many parts of the Canadian
justice system and around the world. The Justice Crisis assesses what is and isn’t working in an
effort to improve a fundamental right of democratic citizenship: access to civil and family justice.
Meaningful access is often a question of providing pathways to resolving everyday legal issues. The
availability of justice services that aren’t only tied to the courts and lawyers – such as public
education on the law, alternative dispute settlement, and paralegal support – is therefore an
important concern. Contributors to this wide-ranging overview of new empirical research address
several key justice issues: the extent and cost of unmet legal needs; the role of public funding;
connections between legal and social exclusion among vulnerable populations; the value of new legal
pathways; the provision of justice services beyond the courts and lawyers; and the need for a culture
change within the justice system. Their findings can inform initiatives to improve access to justice
within the Canadian system and beyond.
  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: The Ethics of Governance Shashi Motilal, Keya
Maitra, Prakriti Prajapati, 2021-09-07 The Ethics of Governance: Moral Limits of Policy Decisions
offers a toolbox drawn from normative ethics which finds applications in public governance,
primarily focusing on policy making and executive action. It includes ethical concepts and principles
culled from different philosophical traditions, ranging from more familiar Western theories to
non-Western ethical perspectives, thereby providing a truly global, decolonized and expanded
normative lens on issues of governance. The book takes a unique and original approach; it
demonstrates the use of the ethical toolbox in the context of actual examples of governance
challenges. Taking three major case studies each representing an aspect of human-human and/or
human-nature and/or human-animal relationship, the book attempts to show the significance of
public practical reasoning in policy decisions with the aim of arriving at reasonable responses.
Acknowledging the challenges that policy makers often face, the book highlights the fact that policy
making is hardly an exercise yielding a black-or-white solution; rather it involves finding the most
reasonable normative outcome (course of action) in a given situation, especially employing an
expanded understanding of values including well-being, sustainability, interdependence and
community. This effort that helps bridge the gap between ethical theorists and policy practitioners
exemplifies the necessary role of ‘engaged philosophy’ in public governance. In the major case
studies, Boxes offer facts and figures along with pertinent ethical questions that have been raised
and discussed. Aiming to aid the engagement of a diverse audience including non-philosophy
readers, each chapter also includes Boxes containing examples, shorter case studies, at-a-glance
charts, and tables with comprehensive ethical tools for a quick recap.



  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: Dilemma in Politics Ravi Saxena, 2024-09-26
Dilemma in Politics underlines the major faults and fissures in the academic discourses around the
themes emphasizing upon the prevalence of dichotomy between ‘what ought to be’ and ‘what is’ in
the political sphere. How do political values get marginalized, if not compromised, in the name of
ideological conflicts and alliances? This book highlights this dilemma across a range of themes which
explore the gaps in the practice and the praxis of politics. The chapters in this volume present
detailed analytical perspective on issues concerning environment, female empowerment and
feminist discourses and identity-based politics and its limitations, among various other key themes.
Further, it analyses the concept of rights in the neoliberal democratic context, caste and class
politics and its inherent dilemmas, and it also illustrates the gaps in the political discourses to
discussion on possible alternatives or solutions. With contributions by eminent political scientists
working on Indian politics, this book would be an invaluable resource for scholars and researchers of
political science, political philosophy, public administration, governance, public policy, political
participation, democracy and South Asia studies, and will be of interest to bureaucrats, policymakers
and the general reader.
  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: Case Studies in the Ethics of Assisted
Reproduction Louise P. King, Isabelle C. Band, 2023-10-17 This book evaluates some of the most
common ethical issues confronted by reproductive endocrinologists, embryologists, and their teams.
The authors apply core ethical principles and approaches to problem solving to each of the cases
raised. This work is a guide for both those on the front lines of patient care as well as for students in
the field, whatever their background. By outlining sample cases, the book is an instigator for ethical
discussions among ethicists, medical practitioners and students.
  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: Race, Crime, and Criminal Justice Anita
Kalunta-Crumpton, 2025-07-10 One of the most controversial topics on the subject of race, crime,
and criminal justice is the disproportionate representation of Blacks in the criminal justice system as
offenders and prison inmates. Rather than portraying Blacks as perpetual victims of racism in which
societal institutions are solely responsible for reform, this book seeks to put the power of change in
the hands of Blacks. It focuses on the preventative role that Blacks might play and considers
solution-oriented ways to stop this vicious cycle.
  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: Administration Ethics Joseph Byrne, 2017-05-15
There are few industries in which decisions are so intently scrutinized by millions of Canadians as
the healthcare industry. Each day important decisions concerning the funding and delivery of
healthcare are made far from the patient’s bed, in the offices of administrators and policy makers.
These decisions can have considerable impact on the lives of patients and the practice of healthcare
professionals. Whether you are a seasoned executive or an entry-level manager, Administration
Ethics is intended to assist you in rendering effective and ethical decisions. Brimming with engaging
examples, this text provides a practical guide to understanding the essential but often challenging
areas of ethics theories, principles, codes, and rights, and insightfully illustrates how these concepts
are integrated. Administration Ethics goes beyond academic debate and enters the daily practice of
health administration. It examines the psychology of decision making, revealing how we sometimes
make well-intentioned, but unethical decisions. Each chapter includes illustrative cases pertinent to
the ethical management and policy decisions required of healthcare administrators. Featuring a
new, user-friendly decision model and designed specifically with the Canadian healthcare system in
mind, this volume will be an indispensable resource for both current and future healthcare
administrators in Canada.
  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: The Postgenomic Condition Jenny Reardon,
2017-12-29 Now that we have sequenced the human genome, what does it mean? In The
Postgenomic Condition, Jenny Reardon critically examines the decade after the Human Genome
Project, and the fundamental questions about meaning, value and justice this landmark achievement
left in its wake. Drawing on more than a decade of research—in molecular biology labs, commercial
startups, governmental agencies, and civic spaces—Reardon demonstrates how the extensive efforts



to transform genomics from high tech informatics practiced by a few to meaningful knowledge
beneficial to all exposed the limits of long-cherished liberal modes of knowing and governing life.
Those in the American South challenged the value of being included in genomics when no hospital
served their community. Ethicists and lawyers charged with overseeing Scottish DNA and data
questioned how to develop a system of ownership for these resources when their capacity to create
things of value—new personalized treatments—remained largely unrealized. Molecular biologists
who pioneered genomics asked whether their practices of thinking could survive the deluge of data
produced by the growing power of sequencing machines. While the media is filled with grand visions
of precision medicine, The Postgenomic Condition shares these actual challenges of the scientists,
entrepreneurs, policy makers, bioethicists, lawyers, and patient advocates who sought to leverage
liberal democratic practices to render genomic data a new source of meaning and value for
interpreting and caring for life. It brings into rich empirical focus the resulting hard on-the-ground
questions about how to know and live on a depleted but data-rich, interconnected yet fractured
planet, where technoscience garners significant resources, but deeper questions of knowledge and
justice urgently demand attention.
  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: Justice for America United States. Congress.
House. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security,
2011
  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: Reforming Justice Livingston Armytage,
2012-05-03 Livingston Armytage explores how justice reform can be made more effective.
  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: Patient Safety and Serious Incident Responses
Alison Elliott, Karen Wright, 2024-09-30 This step-by-step guide takes the reader through the
complex process of investigating serious incidents in health, social care, and criminal justice
environments, acknowledging differences of culture and context that shape an investigation. Taking
a multi-disciplinary approach, Part 1 begins by exploring the key principles of investigation,
including ethical and legal perspectives, the involvement of families and carers, and being aware of
unconscious bias, among other issues. Part 2 outlines in detail the conduct of investigations, from
planning to processing the findings, before moving on to Part 3, carrying them out in diverse
settings. Further chapters then look at investigating within diverse environments before moving on
to to Part 4 which deals with reviewing and analysing the evidence collected and writing up the
investigation. This final part also examines the pivotal issue of learning from the investigation and
disseminating the report. The inclusion of case studies, models of good practice, and vignettes
enables the reader to view each stage of the process in context and drive the transformation of
practice. This practical resource is designed to support health and social care professionals who
undertake investigations as part of their role, including nurses, allied health practitioners, social
workers, doctors, and psychologists, as well as military personnel and law enforcers. It is an
essential companion.
  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: Sentencing Ralph Henham, 2013-10-01 Sentencing
is the process through which the legitimacy of punishment is declared and justified. However, it is
increasingly portrayed as a social activity which should be more responsive to the pluralistic needs
and values of individuals and communities in contemporary society. It will therefore have to adapt to
an array of different perceptions of what justice is and how it should be delivered, as well as
different sensitivities and emotional responses to sentencing processes and outcomes. At a time
when fundamental questions are being asked about the relevance of existing forms of punishment in
contemporary society, Sentencing argues for a profound normative understanding of the relationship
between sentencing and its perception by citizens – vital if we are to fully comprehend the nature
and significance of punishment, and the particular challenges it faces as a force for social cohesion.
Henham explores this theme by focusing on key areas of debate within the field: the treatment of
gender and race in sentencing the future role of sentencing in criminal justice governance the
development of new criteria for evaluating sentencing within a more socially-inclusive framework.
Henham suggests that a greater focus on the relationship between penal ideology and the impact of



sentencing in the wider community is essential for effective future policy-making in this area.
Sentencing will be useful for both undergraduate and postgraduate students of law, criminology,
criminal justice and sociology, as well as for academics and criminal justice policymakers.
  justice what s the right thing to do pdf: Reclaiming Local Democracy Ines Newman,
2014-05-07 Austerity has left local government struggling to meet the demands for local services. In
this context, this book asks ‘what are the fundamental principles that should guide decision-making
by local councillors and officers?’ It seeks to move the agenda from ‘what works?’ to ‘what should
local government do?’ and ‘how will its policies impact on social justice and local democracy?'.
Reclaiming local democracy examines the politics of human need and argues that local government
should provide a voice for those that lack power. It avoids the dry, familiar debate about what
structures and powers local government should have, instead seeking to energise all concerned to
re-engage with a political and ethical approach. Written in a persuasive and accessible way, the book
examines how local government can develop active citizens and make a difference to the well-being
of those in disadvantaged areas – truly 'reclaiming local democracy'. Combining theory and
international practice, it will be relevant for councillors, policy officers and activists in the third
sector, as well as academics and students in politics and social policy.
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Justice: What\'s the Right Thing to Do? PDF -   This book is a searching, lyrical exploration of
the meaning of justice, one that invites readers of all political persuasions to consider familiar
controversies in fresh and
JUSTICE - Macmillan Publishers The first part of this guide contains questions for those who are
just starting to think in terms of what the right thing to do is. The second part of this guide contains
questions that are more



Justice：What's The Right Thing To Do【邁克桑德爾 -   What if I am best suited to do one kind of work,
but I want to do another? In this lecture, Sandel addresses one of the most glaring objections to
Aristotles views on
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