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Sentence fragments and run-ons worksheet with answers pdf is an essential
educational tool for teachers and students alike, aimed at enhancing
understanding of sentence structure and grammar. Mastering the art of
constructing complete sentences is fundamental for effective communication,
and worksheets that focus on sentence fragments and run-on sentences serve as
a practical resource for reinforcing these concepts. In this article, we will
explore what sentence fragments and run-on sentences are, why they are
important to understand, provide examples, and suggest activities that can be
included in a worksheet. We will also discuss how to create a comprehensive
worksheet with answers that can be printed as a PDF for easy access.

Understanding Sentence Fragments

Sentence fragments are incomplete sentences that lack a subject, a verb, or
do not express a complete thought. While they may contain words that look
like a sentence, they fail to stand on their own. Recognizing sentence
fragments is crucial for improving writing clarity and coherence.

Characteristics of Sentence Fragments

Here are some common characteristics that can help identify sentence
fragments:

1. Lack of a Subject: A sentence fragment may fail to mention who or what is
performing the action.
- Example: "Running down the street." (Who is running?)

2. Lack of a Verb: A fragment may contain a subject but lacks a verb that
shows action or state of being.
- Example: "The dog with the brown fur." (What is the dog doing?)

3. Dependent Clauses: Sometimes, a fragment may be a dependent clause that
cannot stand alone.
- Example: "Although she was tired." (What happened after this?)

4. Phrase Fragments: These are groups of words that do not express a complete
thought.
- Example: "In the middle of the night." (What happened then?)



Examples of Sentence Fragments

Here are some examples to illustrate sentence fragments:

- "When we went to the store." (This is a dependent clause; it needs an
independent clause to complete the thought.)
- "Because I was late." (Again, this is a dependent clause that leaves the
reader hanging.)

Understanding Run-On Sentences

Run-on sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are joined
without appropriate punctuation or conjunctions. They can confuse readers and
obscure the meaning of the writing.

Characteristics of Run-On Sentences

Run-on sentences can be identified by the following traits:

1. Lack of Punctuation: Run-ons often fail to use commas, semicolons, or
periods to separate independent clauses.
- Example: "I love to read I have many books." (These should be separated.)

2. Improper Use of Conjunctions: Sometimes, run-ons may use a conjunction
incorrectly or fail to use one entirely.
- Example: "She likes ice cream and she loves cake." (This is correct, but if
it were "She likes ice cream she loves cake," it would be a run-on.)

Examples of Run-On Sentences

Here are some examples of run-on sentences:

- "It was raining heavily I decided to stay indoors."
- "I enjoy hiking my brother prefers camping."

Creating the Sentence Fragments and Run-Ons
Worksheet

Creating a worksheet focused on sentence fragments and run-on sentences can
be a valuable exercise for learners. Here’s how to format and populate it:



Worksheet Structure

1. Title: “Sentence Fragments and Run-On Sentences Worksheet”
2. Introduction: Briefly explain what sentence fragments and run-on sentences
are.
3. Exercises: Include a range of activities that encourage students to
identify and correct fragments and run-ons.

Activities to Include

Here are some suggested activities to include in the worksheet:

1. Identifying Fragments: Provide a list of sentences and ask students to
identify which are fragments.
- Example Sentences:
- "After the movie."
- "I went to the park, and I saw my friend."

2. Correcting Fragments: Ask students to rewrite fragments into complete
sentences.
- Example Fragment: "While I was sleeping."
- Corrected: "While I was sleeping, my dog barked."

3. Identifying Run-On Sentences: Provide sentences and ask students to
identify run-ons.
- Example Sentences:
- "I love to play soccer I play every Saturday."
- "The sun is shining it is a beautiful day."

4. Correcting Run-Ons: Have students rewrite run-on sentences correctly.
- Example Run-On: "I went to the store I forgot my wallet."
- Corrected: "I went to the store, but I forgot my wallet."

5. Writing Practice: Ask students to write their sentences, deliberately
including a fragment and a run-on for a peer to correct.

Providing Answers for the Worksheet

For educators, providing answers for the worksheet is essential to facilitate
self-assessment. Below are example answers for the exercises mentioned
earlier.

Sample Answers



1. Identifying Fragments:
- Fragment: "After the movie."
- Complete: "I went to dinner after the movie."

2. Correcting Fragments:
- Original Fragment: "While I was sleeping."
- Corrected: "While I was sleeping, my phone rang."

3. Identifying Run-On Sentences:
- Run-On: "I love to play soccer I play every Saturday."

4. Correcting Run-Ons:
- Original Run-On: "I went to the store I forgot my wallet."
- Corrected: "I went to the store, but I forgot my wallet."

5. Writing Practice: Answers will vary based on student responses.

Conclusion

In summary, the sentence fragments and run-ons worksheet with answers pdf is
an invaluable resource for teaching and reinforcing grammar skills related to
sentence structure. Understanding the distinction between fragments and run-
ons is crucial for effective writing. By utilizing a structured worksheet
that includes a variety of exercises, students can practice identifying and
correcting these issues, ultimately leading to improved writing proficiency.
Teachers can create a PDF document for easy distribution and accessibility,
ensuring that all students have the opportunity to enhance their grammar
skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are sentence fragments and run-ons?
Sentence fragments are incomplete sentences that lack a main clause, while
run-ons are sentences that incorrectly combine two or more independent
clauses without proper punctuation or conjunctions.

Why is it important to learn about sentence
fragments and run-ons?
Understanding sentence fragments and run-ons helps improve writing clarity
and coherence, making it easier for readers to understand the intended
message.



What typically causes a sentence fragment?
Sentence fragments often occur due to missing subjects, verbs, or other
essential elements that complete a thought, making the phrase unable to stand
alone as a complete sentence.

How can I identify a run-on sentence?
A run-on sentence can be identified by checking for multiple independent
clauses that are not properly connected with punctuation (like commas,
semicolons) or coordinating conjunctions (like 'and', 'but').

Where can I find a worksheet with exercises on
sentence fragments and run-ons?
You can find worksheets on sentence fragments and run-ons in educational
resources, online teaching platforms, or by searching for 'sentence fragments
and run-ons worksheet with answers PDF' on the internet.

What are some strategies for correcting sentence
fragments and run-ons?
To correct sentence fragments, ensure that each sentence has a subject and a
verb, and to fix run-ons, separate the clauses using punctuation or
conjunctions to clarify the sentence structure.
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