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toshikazu kawaguchi

Last Chance to Say Goodbye is a poignant and thought-provoking novel by
Toshikazu Kawaguchi that delves into the themes of love, loss, and the power
of goodbyes. This compelling narrative invites readers to explore the
emotional complexity of farewells through a magical yet heart-wrenching
premise: a café that allows people to revisit moments with their loved ones
who have passed away. This article will explore the intricacies of the novel,
its characters, themes, and the underlying message that resonates deeply with
anyone who has experienced the pain of losing someone dear.

Overview of the Novel

Toshikazu Kawaguchi, a Japanese author, has made significant waves in
contemporary literature with his unique storytelling style. "Last Chance to
Say Goodbye" is a continuation of his earlier works that revolve around the
same café setting. The novel is not just about saying goodbye; it’s about the
moments that shape our relationships and the unfinished conversations that
linger in our hearts.

The story unfolds in a quaint café called "Funicular," which possesses the
extraordinary ability to transport individuals back in time for one last
conversation with those they have lost. The concept is both enchanting and
heartbreaking, as it allows characters—and readers—to grapple with their
grief while also offering a chance for closure.

Key Characters

The novel features a diverse cast of characters, each with their own reasons
for visiting the café. Here are a few key characters:

e Kei: A young man who struggles with the loss of his father. His journey
is one of self-discovery and acceptance as he confronts his past.

e Yuki: A woman who has lost her best friend. Her visit to the café is
driven by the need to understand the circumstances surrounding her

friend’'s death.

e Mr. Toru: The owner of the café, who serves as a guide for the visitors.
His wisdom and empathy provide comfort to those in mourning.

e Hana: A mother who wishes to reconnect with her deceased daughter,



grappling with guilt and regret.

These characters represent various facets of grief and illustrate how
different people cope with loss in their unique ways.

Character Development

Throughout the novel, the characters undergo significant development as they
navigate their feelings and confront unresolved issues. The café serves as a
catalyst for their transformations. For instance, Kei learns to forgive
himself for perceived shortcomings, while Yuki discovers the importance of
cherishing memories rather than letting guilt consume her.

Mr. Toru, as the facilitator of these reunions, embodies the theme of
connection and provides the emotional support that these characters
desperately need. His backstory also adds depth to the narrative, revealing
his own experiences with loss, which make him more relatable to the visitors.

Thematic Exploration

"Last Chance to Say Goodbye" addresses several profound themes that resonate
with readers:

1. The Nature of Goodbye

The novel examines the concept of goodbyes and how they are often left
unspoken. Through the magical premise of the café, Kawaguchi invites readers
to reflect on their own goodbyes and the importance of closure. The emotional
weight of these farewells is palpable, emphasizing that some conversations,
no matter how difficult, need to happen to foster healing.

2. Grief and Healing

Grief is a central theme in the novel, portrayed through the diverse
experiences of the characters. Each character's journey illustrates the
different stages of grief-denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and
acceptance. The café serves as a therapeutic space where characters can
confront their feelings, allowing for healing to take place. The author
skillfully captures the nuances of grief, reminding readers that it is a
personal journey with no set timeline.



3. The Power of Memory

Memory plays a crucial role in the narrative, as the characters reflect on
their past relationships and the moments that defined them. The café
symbolizes a bridge between the past and the present, highlighting how
memories can bring both joy and pain. Kawaguchi emphasizes that while we
cannot change the past, we can choose how we remember it, allowing us to
cherish the good times amidst the sorrow.

4. Connection and Love

At its core, "Last Chance to Say Goodbye" is a story about love-love that
transcends time and space. The connections between the characters and their
deceased loved ones demonstrate how love endures even in death. The novel
reinforces the idea that while physical presence may be lost, emotional bonds
remain unbreakable.

Writing Style and Structure

Kawaguchi's writing style is characterized by its simplicity and emotional
depth. He employs a conversational tone that makes the narrative accessible
while still evoking profound feelings. The structure of the novel is well-
organized, with each chapter focusing on a different character’s experience
in the café. This approach allows readers to engage with multiple
perspectives on grief and healing.

The dialogue is particularly noteworthy, as it captures the essence of the
characters' relationships and the weight of their conversations. The author
skillfully balances moments of sorrow with glimmers of hope, creating a
narrative that is both heart-wrenching and uplifting.

Conclusion: A Reflection on Loss

"Last Chance to Say Goodbye" is more than just a novel; it is a heartfelt
exploration of the human experience of loss and the importance of goodbyes.
Toshikazu Kawaguchi masterfully weaves together themes of grief, love, and
memory, creating a story that resonates deeply with anyone who has faced the
challenges of saying goodbye.

As readers journey through the pages, they are encouraged to reflect on their
own experiences with loss, ultimately finding solace in the idea that
goodbyes, while painful, can also lead to healing and understanding. The café
may be a fictional creation, but the emotions it evokes are undeniably real,
reminding us that every goodbye carries the weight of love and the promise of



remembrance.

In a world where saying goodbye is often filled with regret and unfinished
business, Kawaguchi invites us to embrace the opportunity for closure, making
"Last Chance to Say Goodbye" a poignant reminder of the beauty and fragility
of life and the connections we hold dear.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Last Chance to Say
Goodbye' by Toshikazu Kawaguchi?

The main theme revolves around the importance of closure and the emotional
impact of saying goodbye to loved ones, exploring how unresolved feelings can
affect one's life.

How does the time-travel element work in 'Last
Chance to Say Goodbye'?

In the novel, characters can revisit moments in time to speak with deceased
loved ones, allowing them to express feelings and thoughts that were left
unsaid.

What are some key emotional moments in the book?

Key emotional moments include heartfelt reunions, confessions, and the
realization of what truly matters in relationships, making readers reflect on
their own connections.

Who is the protagonist in 'Last Chance to Say
Goodbye'?

The protagonist is a character named Kei, who navigates personal grief and
the desire to find closure with her late father through time travel.

How does the author, Toshikazu Kawaguchi, explore
grief in the novel?

Kawaguchi explores grief by illustrating the characters' struggles, regrets,
and the healing process that comes from revisiting moments with their lost
loved ones.

Is 'Last Chance to Say Goodbye' part of a series?

Yes, it is part of the 'Before the Coffee Gets Cold' series, which shares
thematic elements of time travel and emotional reunions.



What writing style does Kawaguchi employ in this
novel?

Kawaguchi uses a simple yet poignant writing style that effectively conveys
deep emotions and allows readers to connect with the characters' experiences.

What impact does the setting have on the story?

The setting, primarily within a quaint café, plays a crucial role as it
creates an intimate atmosphere where characters confront their feelings and
memories.

Are there any notable secondary characters in the
story?

Yes, secondary characters include other patrons of the café, each with their
own stories and regrets, which enrich the narrative and highlight different
aspects of grief.

What message does 'Last Chance to Say Goodbye'
convey about relationships?

The novel conveys that it's never too late to express feelings and that
meaningful connections are vital, urging readers to cherish their
relationships while they can.
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last chance to say goodbye a novel toshikazu kawaguchi: Before We Say Goodbye
Toshikazu Kawaguchi, 2023-11-14 PREORDER YOUR COPY OF BEFORE WE FORGET KINDNESS,
the fifth book in the best-selling and much loved series, NOW! The fourth novel in the internationally
bestselling Before the Coffee Gets Cold Series The regulars at the magical Café Funiculi Funicula
are well acquainted with its famous legend and extraordinary time-travel offer. Many patrons have
reunited with old flames, made amends with estranged family and visited loved ones. But the journey
is not without risks, and there are rules to follow. In the tradition of Toshikazu Kawaguchi’s
sensational Before the Coffee Gets Cold Series, readers will once again be introduced to a new set of
visitors: the husband with something important left to say; the woman who couldn't bid her dog
farewell; the woman who couldn't answer a proposal; and the daughter who drove her father away.
Featuring signature heartwarming characters and wistful storytelling, in the beautifully haunting
Before We Say Goodbye, Kawaguchi asks: Who would you visit if you could travel through time?
Meet more wonderful characters in the rest of the captivating Before the Coffee Gets Cold series:
Before the Coffee Gets Cold Tales from the Cafe Before Your Memory Fades And the upcoming
BEFORE WE FORGET KINDESS

last chance to say goodbye a novel toshikazu kawaguchi: Before the Coffee Gets Cold: A
Toshikazu Kawaguchi Book Set Toshikazu Kawaguchi, 2023-06-13 What would you do if you
could travel back in time? Discover the internationally bestselling novels of Toshikazu Kawaguchi’s
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Before the Coffee Gets Cold series, now a worldwide phenomenon and BookTok sensation, in this
special new box set. Step inside Tokyo’s whimsical Café Funiculi Funicula and travel back in time
with a cast of unforgettable characters, including: Before the Coffee Gets Cold: estranged sisters, a
newly pregnant customer, and the wife of a man with early onset Alzheimer’s Tales from the Café: a
detective with a gift, a son with regrets, and a man chasing “the one who got away” Before Your
Memory Fades: a comedian with big dreams, a grieving sister, and childhood lovers For new and
longtime fans alike, this boxed set is the perfect collection of heartwarming, uplifting tales that
remind us we “don’t have to live burdened by regret” (New York Times). Translated from Japanese
in the signature prose of Geoffrey Trousselot, each installment of this series brings new adventure
that has captivated millions of readers around the world.

last chance to say goodbye a novel toshikazu kawaguchi: Before Your Memory Fades
Toshikazu Kawaguchi, 2022-11-15 PREORDER YOUR COPY OF BEFORE WE FORGET KINDNESS,
the fifth book in the best-selling and much loved series, NOW! The third novel in the international
bestselling Before the Coffee Gets Cold series, following four new customers in a cafe where
customers can travel back in time. On the hillside of Mount Hakodate in northern Japan, Cafe Donna
Donna is fabled for its dazzling views of Hakodate port. But that’s not all. Like the charming Tokyo
cafe Funiculi Funicula, Cafe Donna Donna offers its customers the extraordinary experience of
travelling through time. From the author of Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Tales from the Cafe
comes another story of four new customers, each of whom is hoping to take advantage of the cafe's
time-travelling offer. Among some familiar faces from Toshikazu Kawaguchi’s previous novels,
readers will also be introduced to: A daughter who begrudges her deceased parents for leaving her
orphaned A comedian who aches for his beloved and their shared dreams A younger sister whose
grief has become all-consuming A young man who realizes his love for his childhood friend too late
Translated from Japanese by Geoffrey Trousselot and featuring signature heart-warming characters
and wistful storytelling, in Before Your Memory Fades, Kawaguchi once again invites the reader to
ask themselves: what would you change if you could travel back in time? Meet more wonderful
characters in the rest of the captivating Before the Coffee Gets Cold series: Before the Coffee Gets
Cold Tales from the Cafe Before We Say Goodbye And the upcoming BEFORE WE FORGET
KINDESS

last chance to say goodbye a novel toshikazu kawaguchi: Before Saying Goodbye
Toshikazu Kawaguchi, 2023-09-14 The fourth novel in the sensational 'Before the Coffee Gets Cold'
series featuring cafe regulars, with the same time-travelling offer, back in the Tokyo cafe - if
customers follow the rules.

last chance to say goodbye a novel toshikazu kawaguchi: When Tradition Meets
Celebration My City Links, 2025-06-02 Raja: A rich amalgamation of tradition, celebration, and
family connect Festivals and traditions have a way of rekindling memories tucked away between the
folds of life experiences accumulated over the years. Nothing illustrates this better than Raja, the
annual agrarian festival that is celebrated with great enthusiasm across Odisha. Our Cover Story
looks at the family bonding and emotions that the festival has traditionally been associated with. We
also reach out to Odias in other parts of the country and the world to get a sense of what Raja means
to them. In CityZen, we zero in on a startup that is using technology, particularly Al, to ensure that
quality healthcare is available in the rural areas. Founder Priyadarshi Mohapatra opens up about his
organisation's guiding principles and operational model in addition to plans of expansion into more
underserved regions. As the world prepares to mark the Pride Month in June, City Lights brings you
conversations with persons who identify as being part of the LGBTQIA+ community, capturing
myriad hues of struggles, hopes, and aspirations. Operation Sindoor, India’s fierce response to the
dastardly Pahalgam terror attack by Pakistan-backed terrorists, was marked by the use of armed
drones for precision attacks. Drones produced by a Bhubaneswar-based company played a key role
when it came to terrain mapping and target identification. Founder Boddhisatwa Sanghapriya tells
us more about it in City Tech. A fast-paced life, particularly when it comes to working professionals
in urban areas, has led to a proliferation of quick delivery services for food and groceries as well as



items of daily use. Scratch beneath the surface, however, and one is exposed to the dark and
troubled underbelly of these operations. Read more about it in City Beat. The run-up to Raja
invariably sees excitement build up as the Odia film industry lines up new releases for an eager
audience. ScreenShots brings you the lowdown on what to expect during the festive season. CityFlix
reviews ‘Superboys of Malegaon’, a movie that is as much about celebrating films as it is about
saluting the indomitable spirit of those involved in making them. It is, in fact, an inspiring if
somewhat poignant take on life itself. As our reviewer puts it, “It’s about the courage to dream, even
if the dream is stitched together with tape, wire, and undying hope.” Elsewhere in the edition, City
Literature explores the work of Japanese playwright Toshikazu Kawaguchi while City Tales
continues with the series on temple tanks in Bhubaneswar.

last chance to say goodbye a novel toshikazu kawaguchi: Tales from the Cafe Toshikazu
Kawaguchi, 2021-10-12 From the author of the international bestseller Before the Coffee Gets Cold,
this book follows four new customers who hope to travel back in time in a little Japanese café. In a
back alley in Tokyo, there is a café that has been serving carefully brewed coffee for more than one
hundred years. Local legend says that this shop offers something else besides coffee—the chance to
travel back in time. With faces both familiar and new, Tales from the Cafe follows the story of four
patrons who visit to take advantage of café Funiculi Funicula's time-traveling offer and revisit
moments with family, friends and lovers. Each one must face up to the past to move on with their
lives. Kawaguchi's wistful and heartwarming new novel once again invites the reader to ask
themselves, What would you do if you could travel back in time? Meet more wonderful characters in
the rest of the captivating Before the Coffee Gets Cold series: Before the Coffee Gets Cold (Book 1)
Tales from the Cafe (Book 2) Before Your Memory Fades (Book 3) Before We Say Goodbye (Book 4)
Before We Forget Kindness (Book 5) Before the Coffee Gets Cold - Boxed Set (Books 1-3)

last chance to say goodbye a novel toshikazu kawaguchi: Before the Coffee Gets Cold
Toshikazu Kawaguchi, 2020-11-17 *NOW AN LA TIMES BESTSELLER* *AN INTERNATIONAL
BESTSELLER* The first book in the five million-copy bestselling magical realism series If you could
go back in time, who would you want to meet? In a small back alley of Tokyo, there is a café that has
been serving carefully brewed coffee for more than one hundred years. Local legend says that this
shop offers something else besides coffee—the chance to travel back in time. Over the course of one
summer, four customers visit the café in the hopes of making that journey. But time travel isn’t so
simple, and there are rules that must be followed. Most important, the trip can last only as long as it
takes for the coffee to get cold. Prepare to meet four visitors, each of whom is hoping to make use of
the cafe’s time-travelling offer in order to: confront the man who left them receive a letter from their
husband whose memory has been taken by Alzheimer's see their sister one last time, and meet the
daughter they never got the chance to know. Heartwarming, wistful, mysterious and delightfully
quirky, Toshikazu Kawaguchi’s internationally bestselling novel explores the age-old question: What
would you change if you could travel back in time? Meet more wonderful characters in the rest of
the captivating Before the Coffee Gets Cold series: Before the Coffee Gets Cold (Book 1) Tales from
the Cafe (Book 2) Before Your Memory Fades (Book 3) Before We Say Goodbye (Book 4) Before We
Forget Kindness (Book 5) Before the Coffee Gets Cold - Boxed Set (Books 1-3)

last chance to say goodbye a novel toshikazu kawaguchi: Before We Say Goodbye
Toshikazu Kawaguchi, 2023-09-14 The fourth book in the multi-million-copy bestselling series about
a cosy Japanese cafe that offers its visitors the chance to travel back in time. Toshikazu Kawaguchi’s
poignant Before We Say Goodbye, translated from Japanese, explores the age-old question: what
would you do if you could travel back in time? More importantly, who would you want to meet,
maybe for one last time? The regulars at the magical Cafe Funiculi Funicula are well acquainted
with its famous legend and extraordinary, secret time travel offering. Many patrons have reunited
with old flames, made amends with estranged family, and visited loved ones. But the journey is not
without risks and there are rules to follow. Travellers must have visited the cafe previously and most
importantly, must return to the present in the time it takes for their coffee to go cold. In the tradition
of Kawaguchi’s sensational Before the Coffee Gets Cold series, readers are introduced to a new set



of visitors: - The husband with something important left to say - The woman who couldn’t bid her dog
farewell - The woman who couldn’t answer a proposal - The daughter who drove her father away . . .
In the hauntingly beautiful Before We Say Goodbye, Kawaguchi invites us to join his characters as
they embark on a journey to revisit one crucial moment in time. Catch up on the rest of the series
with Before the Coffee Gets Cold, Tales from the Cafe, Before Your Memory Fades, and Before We
Forget Kindness.

last chance to say goodbye a novel toshikazu kawaguchi: TALES FROM THE CAFE
TOSHIKAZU. KAWAGUCH]I, 2024

last chance to say goodbye a novel toshikazu kawaguchi: Before the Coffee Gets Cold
Toshikazu Kawaguchi, 2020 Summary: In a small back alley in Tokyo, there is a café which has been
serving carefully brewed coffee for more than one hundred years. But this coffee shop offers its
customers a unique experience: the chance to travel back in time. In Before the Coffee Gets Cold, we
meet four visitors, each of whom is hoping to make use of the café's time-travelling offer, in order to
confront the lover who left them, receive a letter from their husband whose memory has begun to
fade, see their sister one last time, and meet the daughter they never got the chance to know. But
the journey into the past does not come without risks: customers must sit in a particular seat, they
cannot leave the café, and finally, they must return to the present before the coffee gets cold...
Toshikazu Kawaguchi's beautiful, moving story explores the age-old question: what would you
change if you could travel back in time? More importantly, who would you want to meet, maybe for
one last time?

last chance to say goodbye a novel toshikazu kawaguchi: Before We Forget Kindness
Toshikazu Kawaguchi, 2024-11-05 PREORDER YOUR COPY OF BEFORE WE FORGET KINDNESS,
the fifth book in the cozy, bestselling Before the Coffee Gets Cold series, NOW! In the fifth book in
the sensational Before the Coffee Gets Cold series translated from Japanese, the mysterious café
where customers arrive hoping to travel back in time welcomes four new guests: - The father who
could not allow his daughter to get married - A woman who couldn't give Valentine's Day chocolates
to her loved one - A boy who wants to show his smile to his divorced parents - A wife holding a child
with no name . . . They must follow the café's strict rules, however, and come back to the present
before their coffee goes cold. Another moving and heartwarming tale from Toshikazu Kawaguchi, in
Before we forget kindness our new visitors wish to go back into their past to move on their present,
finding closure and comfort so they can embark on a beautiful future. Catch up on the rest of the
captivating Before the Coffee Gets Cold series: Before the Coffee Gets Cold Tales from the Cafe
Before Your Memory Fades Before We Say Goodbye

last chance to say goodbye a novel toshikazu kawaguchi: Before the Coffee Gets Cold
Toshikazu Kawaguchi, 2019-09-19 The million-copy bestselling series about a cosy Japanese cafe
that offers its visitors the chance to travel back in time. Toshikazu Kawaguchi’s uplifting Before the
Coffee Gets Cold, translated from Japanese, explores the age-old question: what would you do if you
could travel back in time? More importantly, who would you want to meet, maybe for one last time?
In a cosy back alley in Tokyo, there is a cafe which has been serving carefully brewed coffee for
more than one hundred years. But this coffee shop offers its customers a unique experience: the
chance to travel back in time. Prepare to meet the next four visitors, each of whom is hoping to
make use of the cafe’s time-travelling offer in order to: - confront the man who left them - receive a
letter from their husband whose memory has been taken by Alzheimer's - see their sister one last
time, and - meet the daughter they never got the chance to know. But the journey into the past does
not come without risks: customers must sit in a particular seat, they cannot leave the cafe, and
finally, they must return to the present before the coffee gets cold . . . “This book broke my heart,
took the pieces, and put them back together in a messy and beautiful way. . . ' -@well.read.woman
on Instagram Continue the beautifully moving storytelling with Tales from the Cafe, Before Your
Memory Fades, Before We Say Goodbye and Before We Forget Kindness - all out now!
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Toshikazu Kawaguchi, 2025-05-08




last chance to say goodbye a novel toshikazu kawaguchi: Before Your Memory Fades
Toshikazu Kawaguchi, 2022-09-01 The million-copy bestselling series. The heart-warming Before
Your Memory Fades, by Toshikazu Kawaguchi and translated from Japanese by Geoffrey Trousselot,
explores the age-old question: what would you do if you could travel back in time? More importantly,
who would you want to meet, maybe for one last time? On the hillside of Mount Hakodate in
northern Japan, Cafe Donna Donna is fabled for its dazzling views of Hakodate port. But that’s not
all. Cafe Donna Donna offers its customers the extraordinary experience of travelling through time.
From the author of Before the Coffee Gets Cold and Tales from the Cafe comes another heartfelt
story of lost souls hoping to take advantage of the cafe's time-travelling offer. Among some familiar
faces, readers will also be introduced to: The daughter who begrudges her deceased parents for
leaving her orphaned The comedian who aches for his beloved and their shared dreams The younger
sister whose grief has become all-consuming The young man who realizes his love for his childhood
friend too late . . . Featuring Kawaguchi's signature wistful storytelling, Before Your Memory Fades
is full of heart and emotion. Catch up on the rest of the series set in the charming Tokyo cafe, with
Before the Coffee Gets Cold, Tales from the Cafe, Before We Say Goodbye and Before We Forget
Kindness.
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