kanthar sashti kavasam

Kanthar Sashti Kavasam is a revered devotional hymn dedicated to Lord Murugan, a significant
deity in Hinduism, particularly in South India. This powerful composition is not merely a collection of
praises; it serves as a protective shield for devotees, invoking the divine blessings of Lord Murugan. In
this article, we will explore the origins, significance, and the recitation of Kanthar Sashti Kavasam,
along with its spiritual benefits and the proper way to chant it.

Origins of Kanthar Sashti Kavasam

Kanthar Sashti Kavasam is traditionally attributed to the 20th-century poet-saint and devotee of Lord
Murugan, Sri V. S. K. Kandasamy. The hymn is part of the larger Sashti Vratam, a festival celebrated

in honor of Lord Murugan. It is believed that the hymn was composed to provide a means of spiritual
protection and to invoke the blessings of Lord Murugan during the Sashti festival, which occurs every
six days according to the lunar calendar.

The Kavasam, which translates to "armor" in Tamil, symbolizes the protective shield that devotees
seek from the divine. The hymn is characterized by its rhythmic structure and melodious verses that
glorify Lord Murugan's various attributes, qualities, and forms.

Significance of Kanthar Sashti Kavasam

The significance of Kanthar Sashti Kavasam lies in its multifaceted nature. Here are some of the key
aspects that highlight its importance:

1. Spiritual Protection

The primary purpose of reciting Kanthar Sashti Kavasam is to invoke the protective energies of Lord
Murugan. Devotees believe that chanting this hymn provides spiritual armor against negative
influences, evil eye, and obstacles that may hinder their personal and spiritual growth.

2. Emotional and Psychological Relief

The recitation of the hymn is said to have a calming effect on the mind and soul. Devotees often
report feelings of peace, reduced anxiety, and heightened emotional resilience after chanting Kanthar
Sashti Kavasam. It serves as a powerful tool for mental fortitude.

3. Strengthening Devotional Bond



Chanting Kanthar Sashti Kavasam fosters a deeper connection with Lord Murugan. The act of
recitation becomes a form of worship, allowing devotees to express their love, devotion, and
surrender to the divine.

4. Fulfillment of Wishes

Many devotees believe that sincere recitation of Kanthar Sashti Kavasam can lead to the fulfillment of
personal wishes and aspirations. The hymn is often chanted during times of need, be it for health,
prosperity, or success.

Structure of Kanthar Sashti Kavasam

Kanthar Sashti Kavasam consists of multiple verses, each emphasizing different aspects of Lord
Murugan's divinity. The hymn is typically composed of the following sections:

¢ Introduction: This section sets the tone for the hymn, invoking Lord Murugan's presence and
seeking his blessings.

e Main Verses: The core of the hymn, where various attributes, stories, and qualities of Lord
Murugan are elaborated.

* Concluding Verses: This section expresses gratitude and reinforces the devotee's surrender
to Lord Murugan.

The rhythmic structure of the verses makes it suitable for singing, and it is often performed in a call-
and-response format during temple rituals and personal worship.

How to Recite Kanthar Sashti Kavasam

Reciting Kanthar Sashti Kavasam is a spiritual practice that requires focus, devotion, and mindfulness.
Here's a step-by-step guide on how to effectively chant the hymn:

1. Prepare Your Space

Find a quiet and clean space for recitation. It is advisable to create a sacred atmosphere by lighting a
lamp or incense and placing an image or idol of Lord Murugan in front of you.



2. Set Your Intention

Before starting the recitation, take a moment to reflect on your intentions. Whether it's seeking
protection, guidance, or spiritual growth, setting a clear intention can enhance the efficacy of your
practice.

3. Start with Prayers

Begin the recitation by offering a simple prayer to Lord Murugan, acknowledging his presence and
seeking his blessings for the chanting session.

4. Chant with Devotion

Recite the verses of Kanthar Sashti Kavasam slowly and with devotion. Pay attention to the meanings
of the words and visualize Lord Murugan as you chant. It's essential to immerse yourself fully in the
experience.

5. Conclude with Gratitude

After completing the recitation, spend a few moments in silence, expressing gratitude to Lord
Murugan for his blessings and protection. This concluding prayer reinforces your connection with the
divine.

Spiritual Benefits of Kanthar Sashti Kavasam

Chanting Kanthar Sashti Kavasam is believed to bring numerous spiritual benefits to devotees. Some
of these include:
1. Inner Peace: Regular recitation can lead to a profound sense of inner peace and tranquility.
2. Increased Focus: The practice helps sharpen concentration and enhances mental clarity.

3. Protection from Negativity: The hymn serves as a shield against negative energies and
influences.

4. Enhanced Devotion: It deepens the devotee's connection with Lord Murugan, fostering a
sense of belonging and spiritual fulfillment.

5. Manifestation of Desires: Many believe that sincere chants can help manifest their heartfelt
desires and aspirations.



Conclusion

In summary, Kanthar Sashti Kavasam is more than just a hymn; it is a spiritual practice that holds
profound significance for devotees of Lord Murugan. By understanding its origins, recitation methods,
and spiritual benefits, individuals can immerse themselves in the divine energy that this powerful
hymn offers. As the world becomes increasingly chaotic, the need for spiritual protection and inner
peace is more crucial than ever. In this light, engaging with Kanthar Sashti Kavasam can serve as a
guiding light on the path to spiritual growth and fulfillment. Whether you are a seasoned devotee or a
newcomer to the practice, the hymn invites everyone to experience the divine grace of Lord Murugan.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Kanthar Sashti Kavasam?

Kanthar Sashti Kavasam is a Tamil devotional hymn dedicated to Lord Murugan, composed by the
saint and poet Vairamuthu. It is often recited for protection and blessings.

How is Kanthar Sashti Kavasam typically used in worship?

Devotees recite Kanthar Sashti Kavasam during special rituals, festivals, or personal prayers to seek
the blessings and protection of Lord Murugan.

What are the benefits of reciting Kanthar Sashti Kavasam?

Reciting Kanthar Sashti Kavasam is believed to bring peace, prosperity, protection from negativity,
and guidance in overcoming obstacles in life.

When is the best time to recite Kanthar Sashti Kavasam?

The best time to recite Kanthar Sashti Kavasam is during the Tamil month of 'Sashti,' particularly on
days dedicated to Lord Murugan, such as Skanda Sashti.

Is there a specific way to recite Kanthar Sashti Kavasam?

While there is no strict method, devotees often recite it with focus and devotion, ideally after taking a
bath and in a clean place, preferably in front of a Murugan idol.

Can Kanthar Sashti Kavasam be recited in any language?

While the original hymn is in Tamil, it can be recited in other languages, but many believe that
reciting it in Tamil enhances the spiritual experience.

Are there any rituals associated with the recitation of Kanthar



Sashti Kavasam?

Yes, devotees often perform rituals such as lighting a lamp, offering flowers, and performing 'archana’
before reciting the hymn to enhance its effectiveness.

Who can recite Kanthar Sashti Kavasam?

Anyone can recite Kanthar Sashti Kavasam, regardless of their background or faith, as it is a universal
prayer seeking divine protection and guidance.

Where can one find the lyrics of Kanthar Sashti Kavasam?

The lyrics of Kanthar Sashti Kavasam can be found in Tamil devotional books, online platforms, and
various audio recordings dedicated to Lord Murugan.

Kanthar Sashti Kavasam

kanthar sashti kavasam: Tamil Literature M. S. Purnalingam Pillai, 1994
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