
craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual

Craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual is an essential tool for any owner of this reliable and efficient
mowing machine. Understanding how to properly operate and maintain your Craftsman lawn mower can
significantly enhance its performance and longevity. This article will provide a comprehensive guide on the
Craftsman lawn mower model 917, detailing its features, operation, routine maintenance, troubleshooting, and
safety precautions.

Overview of Craftsman Lawn Mower Model 917

Craftsman is a well-known brand in the lawn care industry, offering a range of lawn mowers that combine
durability with user-friendly features. The model 917 is particularly popular among homeowners due to its
efficient cutting capabilities and ease of use. This mower is typically a gas-powered push mower, suitable for
medium to large lawns.

Key Features

When examining the Craftsman lawn mower model 917, several features stand out:

1. Engine Performance: The model is usually equipped with a reliable Briggs & Stratton engine that provides
ample power for mowing through thick grass and uneven terrain.
2. Cutting Deck: The mower features a wide cutting deck, often around 21 to 22 inches, allowing for efficient
mowing with fewer passes.
3. Height Adjustment: The height of the cutting blade can be adjusted easily to accommodate different grass
lengths and preferences.
4. Mulching Capability: Many models come with a mulching feature, allowing grass clippings to be finely chopped
and returned to the lawn as natural fertilizer.
5. Ergonomic Design: The handle is designed for comfort and ease of maneuverability, reducing fatigue during
extended use.

Operating Your Craftsman Lawn Mower Model 917

Understanding how to operate your Craftsman lawn mower model 917 efficiently is crucial for achieving the
best mowing results.

Starting the Mower

To start the mower, follow these steps:

1. Check Fuel Levels: Ensure that the fuel tank is filled with fresh gasoline. Avoid using old fuel.
2. Check Oil Levels: Inspect the oil dipstick to ensure that oil levels are adequate. If necessary, top off with
the recommended oil type.
3. Prime the Engine: If your model has a primer bulb, press it a few times to get fuel into the carburetor.
4. Set the Throttle: If applicable, set the throttle to the 'start' position.
5. Pull the Starter Cord: Stand behind the mower, grasp the starter cord, and pull it firmly to start the
engine. If it doesn’t start within a few pulls, check the fuel, oil, and other components.



Mowing Techniques

When mowing, consider these techniques for optimal results:

- Mow When Dry: Aim to mow when the grass is dry to avoid clumping and uneven cutting.
- Overlap Passes: Slightly overlap each pass to ensure even coverage and avoid missed spots.
- Vary Your Pattern: Change your mowing pattern each time to promote healthier grass growth.
- Cut at the Right Height: Adjust the cutting height based on the grass type and season; generally, a height of
2.5 to 3 inches is recommended.

Routine Maintenance

Proper maintenance is vital in prolonging the lifespan of your Craftsman lawn mower model 917. Below are key
maintenance tasks you should perform regularly.

Regular Maintenance Checklist

1. Check Air Filter: Inspect and clean or replace the air filter regularly to ensure optimal engine performance.
2. Change Oil: Change the engine oil every 25 hours of operation or at least once per season.
3. Sharpen Blades: Keep the mower blades sharp for clean cuts, which promotes healthy grass. Sharpen blades
at least once a season or more frequently if you mow in tough conditions.
4. Inspect Tires: Check tire pressure and condition frequently to ensure proper traction and maneuverability.
5. Clean the Deck: After each use, remove grass clippings and debris from the cutting deck to prevent rust and
maintain cutting efficiency.

Seasonal Maintenance

- Spring: Before mowing season begins, change the oil, sharpen the blades, and replace the air filter.
- Summer: Regularly check the fuel and oil levels, and clean the mower after each use.
- Fall: After the last mow, perform a thorough cleanup, change the oil, and store the mower in a dry place.
- Winter: Consider running the engine until it runs out of fuel or use a fuel stabilizer if you plan to store it for
an extended period.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with proper care, you may encounter some common issues with your Craftsman lawn mower model 917.
Here are some troubleshooting tips.

Starting Problems

- Check Fuel Supply: Ensure you have fresh gasoline in the tank.
- Inspect the Spark Plug: A faulty or dirty spark plug can prevent the engine from starting. Clean or replace it
if necessary.
- Check the Battery (if applicable): If your model has an electric start, ensure the battery is charged.



Uneven Cutting

- Check Blade Sharpness: Dull blades can lead to ragged cuts. Sharpen or replace them as needed.
- Inspect Tire Pressure: Uneven tire pressure can cause the mower to cut unevenly. Ensure all tires are inflated
to the correct pressure.

Excessive Vibration

- Inspect Blades: Check for any damage or bending in the blades.
- Check for Loose Bolts: Ensure that all screws and bolts are tightened on the mower deck and engine.

Safety Precautions

When operating your Craftsman lawn mower model 917, safety should always be a priority. Follow these
safety tips:

- Wear Appropriate Clothing: Use closed-toe shoes and long pants to protect yourself from debris.
- Keep Children and Pets Away: Ensure that children and pets are at a safe distance while mowing.
- Use Eye Protection: Wear safety glasses to protect your eyes from flying debris.
- Never Override Safety Features: Do not remove or alter safety features such as the blade brake or safety
key.
- Turn Off the Engine: Always turn off the engine when inspecting, cleaning, or troubleshooting the mower.

Conclusion

The Craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual provides invaluable information for both new and experienced
users. By understanding its features, operation techniques, maintenance requirements, troubleshooting tips, and
safety precautions, you can ensure that your mower remains in top condition. Regular care will not only help
in achieving a beautifully manicured lawn but also extend the life of your mower, making it a worthwhile
investment for years to come. Whether you are tackling a small yard or a sprawling lawn, the Craftsman
lawn mower model 917 is a reliable partner in your lawn care endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the user manual for Craftsman lawn mower model 917?

The user manual for Craftsman lawn mower model 917 can be found on the official Craftsman website, or you
can check online resources like ManualsLib or eBay for PDF downloads.

What maintenance tips are included in the Craftsman lawn mower model 917
manual?

The manual typically includes tips on oil changes, air filter replacements, spark plug checks, and blade
sharpening to ensure optimal performance and longevity.



How do I troubleshoot starting issues with my Craftsman lawn mower
model 917?

Common troubleshooting steps include checking the fuel level, ensuring the spark plug is functioning, inspecting
the battery (if applicable), and confirming that the safety features are not engaged.

What is the recommended oil type for Craftsman lawn mower model 917?

The manual generally recommends using SAE 30 oil for warmer temperatures or 5W-30 for cooler conditions,
ensuring proper lubrication of the engine.

Can I find replacement parts for Craftsman lawn mower model 917?

Yes, replacement parts for Craftsman lawn mower model 917 are available at most hardware stores, online
retailers, and the official Craftsman parts website.

How do I change the blades on the Craftsman lawn mower model 917?

To change the blades, consult the manual for specific instructions, but generally, it involves tilting the mower
safely, removing the blade bolt with a wrench, and installing the new blade securely.

Does the Craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual include safety
precautions?

Yes, the manual typically includes a section on safety precautions, such as wearing appropriate protective
gear, ensuring the mower is turned off before maintenance, and keeping bystanders away during operation.

What are the common problems associated with Craftsman lawn mower
model 917?

Common problems may include starting issues, uneven cutting, engine stalling, or the mower not self-propelling.
The manual provides troubleshooting steps for these issues.
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