
vigoro spreader settings vs scotts

Vigoro spreader settings vs Scotts is a topic of great importance for homeowners and gardeners looking to
achieve the best results when applying fertilizers, herbicides, or other lawn and garden products. The right
spreader settings can mean the difference between a lush, healthy lawn and one that suffers from uneven
application or burn from excessive chemical use. In this article, we will explore the similarities and differences
between Vigoro and Scotts spreaders, how to properly set them up, and tips for achieving the best application
rates for your lawn care needs.

Understanding Spreaders

Types of Spreaders

Before diving into the specifics of Vigoro and Scotts spreader settings, it's essential to understand the types
of spreaders available.

1. Broadcast Spreaders: These spreaders distribute materials in a wide, fan-like pattern, making them ideal for
large areas. They can cover more ground quickly but may require more careful calibration to avoid over-
application.

2. Drop Spreaders: Unlike broadcast spreaders, drop spreaders release materials directly below the hopper. This
allows for more precise application but often requires more passes to cover a large area.

Importance of Proper Settings

Proper settings are crucial when using a spreader. Incorrect settings can lead to:

- Uneven distribution of fertilizer or other products.
- Over-fertilization, which can harm plants and soil health.
- Under-fertilization, leading to poor growth and lawn health.

Understanding the differences between Vigoro and Scotts spreaders can help you achieve the desired results for
your lawn.

Vigoro Spreaders Overview

Vigoro is known for producing affordable and easy-to-use lawn care products, including spreaders. The brand
offers both broadcast and drop spreaders, each designed for specific applications.

Vigoro Spreader Settings

Vigoro spreaders typically come with a settings guide that indicates the appropriate settings for various
products. Here are some common settings:

- Fertilizer: 4-6
- Grass Seed: 5-7
- Lime: 6-8



- Herbicides: 3-5

These settings may vary based on the specific product you are using. Always refer to the product label for the
most accurate setting.

Scotts Spreaders Overview

Scotts is a well-established brand in the lawn care industry, known for its high-quality spreaders and
fertilizers. They provide a range of spreaders, including both broadcast and drop options, designed for different
applications.

Scotts Spreader Settings

Scotts spreaders also come with a settings guide that provides recommended settings for various products.
Below are some typical settings:

- Fertilizer: 3-4
- Grass Seed: 5-6
- Lime: 4-5
- Herbicides: 2-3

As with Vigoro, it's crucial to refer to the product label for the most accurate settings.

Comparing Vigoro and Scotts Spreaders

While both Vigoro and Scotts offer effective spreaders, there are several differences to consider when
choosing between the two.

Build Quality and Durability

- Vigoro: Generally considered to be more budget-friendly, Vigoro spreaders may not be as durable as their
Scotts counterparts. However, they are still designed to handle regular lawn care tasks without significant
wear and tear.

- Scotts: Known for their robust construction, Scotts spreaders are often regarded as more durable and
long-lasting. They are built to withstand the rigors of regular use over multiple seasons.

Ease of Use

- Vigoro: Many users find Vigoro spreaders easy to assemble and operate, making them a great choice for
beginners. The settings are usually straightforward, and the spreader design is intuitive.

- Scotts: While Scotts spreaders may require a bit more setup initially, they often feature advanced designs
that enhance usability. Many models come with ergonomic handles and easy-adjustment features for settings.



Price Point

- Vigoro: Typically, Vigoro spreaders are more affordable, making them an attractive option for those on a
budget or for casual gardeners who may not need a high-end spreader.

- Scotts: Scotts spreaders are often more expensive, but this higher price can be justified by their durability and
effectiveness, particularly for serious gardeners or those with larger lawns.

Setting Up Your Spreader

Regardless of whether you choose a Vigoro or Scotts spreader, setting it up correctly is crucial for optimal
performance. Here are some steps to follow:

1. Read the Instructions: Always start by reading the user manual that comes with your spreader. This will
provide specific guidance on assembly and operation.

2. Calibrate the Spreader:
- Fill the spreader with the product you plan to apply.
- Adjust the settings according to the product label recommendations.
- Test the spreader on a small area to ensure even distribution.

3. Practice Proper Technique:
- Walk at a steady pace while pushing the spreader.
- Overlap your passes slightly to ensure complete coverage without missing spots.

4. Clean After Use: After using your spreader, clean it thoroughly to prevent product buildup and maintain its
longevity.

Tips for Effective Lawn Care

Using a spreader is only one part of maintaining a healthy lawn. Here are some additional tips:

- Soil Testing: Before applying fertilizers or amendments, consider testing your soil. This will help you determine
what nutrients your lawn needs.

- Watering: After applying any fertilizer or herbicide, water your lawn appropriately to help nutrients
penetrate the soil and reduce the risk of chemical burn.

- Timing: Apply fertilizers and seeds at the right time of year for your specific grass type and climate. Early
spring and fall are often the best times for most lawns.

- Observe Weather Conditions: Avoid applying products before heavy rain, which can wash nutrients away, or
during extreme heat, which can stress your lawn.

Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding Vigoro spreader settings vs Scotts can help homeowners make informed decisions
about their lawn care needs. While both brands offer effective spreaders, the choice between them ultimately
comes down to factors like budget, durability, and ease of use. By properly calibrating your spreader and
following best practices for lawn care, you can achieve a vibrant, healthy lawn that enhances the beauty of
your home. Remember, the key to successful lawn care lies in understanding your specific needs and using the



right tools and techniques to meet them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main differences between Vigoro and Scotts spreader settings?

The main differences lie in the calibration and recommended settings for different products. Vigoro spreaders
often have different number settings compared to Scotts, which can affect how evenly the product is
distributed.

How do I determine the correct Vigoro spreader setting for my lawn?

To determine the correct setting, consult the product label on the Vigoro product you are using, which
typically provides a recommended spreader setting based on the type of grass and product.

Can I use Scotts spreader settings for Vigoro products?

While you can use Scotts settings as a rough guide, it's important to refer to the Vigoro product
instructions for the most accurate setting to avoid over or under applying.

Are Vigoro and Scotts spreaders interchangeable in terms of settings?

No, they are not directly interchangeable. Each brand has its own calibration system, so using settings from
one brand on the other may not yield the desired application rate.

What is the recommended Vigoro spreader setting for fertilizer application?

The recommended setting for Vigoro fertilizer typically ranges from 3 to 4, but always check the specific
product label for precise instructions.

How can I ensure accurate spreading with either Vigoro or Scotts
spreaders?

For accurate spreading, calibrate your spreader before use, follow the manufacturer's recommended settings,
and walk at a steady pace while overlapping slightly to avoid uneven distribution.

What should I do if I can't find the Vigoro spreader setting for a specific
product?

If you can't find the setting, you can contact Vigoro customer service or check their website for guidance.
Alternatively, you can use the general rule of thumb based on similar products from Scotts.
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