prodigal son craft for preschoolers

Prodigal son craft for preschoolers can serve as a wonderful tool for
teaching young children about important moral lessons such as forgiveness,
love, and redemption. This biblical story, derived from Luke 15:11-32, offers
rich themes that can be creatively expressed through various craft
activities. Engaging preschoolers in hands-on projects not only enhances
their understanding of the story but also develops their fine motor skills,
creativity, and cognitive abilities. In this article, we will explore
different ideas for a Prodigal Son craft, the materials needed, and ways to
effectively incorporate these activities into your preschool curriculum.

Understanding the Prodigal Son Story

Before diving into the crafts, it’s essential to give preschoolers a brief
overview of the story of the Prodigal Son. This parable tells of a younger
son who requests his inheritance early, leaves home to indulge in a life of
excess, and eventually finds himself in dire straits. Realizing his mistakes,
he returns home, where his father welcomes him back with open arms. This
narrative underscores themes of forgiveness, acceptance, and the
unconditional love of a parent.

Key Themes to Highlight

When sharing the story with preschoolers, focus on these key themes:

1. Forgiveness: Discuss how the father forgives his son despite his mistakes.
2. Love: Emphasize the unconditional love that the father has for his son.

3. Redemption: Talk about how it is never too late to return home or make
amends.

4. Choices and Consequences: Help children understand that choices have
consequences, but they can always choose to do better.

Craft Ideas for the Prodigal Son

Now that we’ve set the context of the story, let’s explore some engaging
craft ideas that preschoolers can create to reinforce the lesson.

1. Prodigal Son Story Wheel

This activity involves creating a story wheel that illustrates the main
events of the Prodigal Son parable.

Materials Needed:

— Paper plates

- Markers or crayons
- Scissors

- Brass fasteners

— Stickers (optional)



Instructions:

1. Prepare the Plates: Give each child two paper plates. Have them decorate
one plate with characters and scenes from the story (the son, the father, the
home) .

2. Divide the Second Plate: Cut notches into the second plate to create a
wheel. Ensure it can rotate freely.

3. Attach the Plates: Use a brass fastener to attach the two plates together
in the center.

4. Illustrate Events: Encourage children to draw or add stickers to represent
key scenes in the story on the divided sections of the wheel (e.g., leaving
home, living extravagantly, working with pigs, and returning home).

5. Sharing Time: Once complete, allow children to share their wheels with the
group, explaining each scene.

2. Forgiveness Heart Collage

This craft emphasizes the theme of forgiveness through the creation of heart-
shaped collages.

Materials Needed:

- Construction paper (various colors)

- Scissors

- Glue sticks

- Magazines or printed images (optional)
- Markers

Instructions:

1. Cut Out Hearts: Pre-cut large heart shapes from construction paper.
Provide children with smaller hearts or let them cut their own.

2. Decorate the Hearts: Ask children to decorate their hearts using markers,
stickers, or images cut from magazines that represent love and forgiveness.
3. Create a Collage: Have children glue their hearts onto a larger piece of
construction paper to form a collage that represents the concept of
forgiveness.

4. Discussion: Once the collages are complete, hold a discussion about what
forgiveness means and how the Prodigal Son’s father forgave him.

3. Father and Son Puppets

Creating puppets can help children re-enact the story and understand the
characters better.

Materials Needed:

— Paper bags or wooden popsicle sticks
- Construction paper

- Glue

- Markers

- Googly eyes (optional)

Instructions:

1. Create Puppets: Provide each child with a paper bag or popsicle stick to
create their puppets.

2. Design Characters: Use construction paper to cut out clothes, hair, and
facial features for the Father and the Son.

3. Assemble the Puppets: Glue the cutouts onto the bags or sticks. Add googly



eyes for extra fun.

4. Puppet Show: Organize a puppet show where children can recreate the
Prodigal Son story using their puppets. This helps reinforce their
understanding of the characters and story.

4. Journey Map Craft

This craft allows children to visualize the journey of the Prodigal Son.

Materials Needed:

— Large sheets of butcher paper or poster board
— Markers or crayons

- Stickers (e.g., nature, houses)

— Scissors (for adult use)

Instructions:

1. Create the Map: Spread out a large sheet of butcher paper and help
children draw a simple map illustrating the journey of the Prodigal Son.

2. Mark Key Locations: Identify and mark key locations on the map (e.g., the
father’s house, the faraway land, the pig pen).

3. Add Details: Encourage children to decorate the map with drawings or
stickers representing each place.

4. Storytelling: After completing the map, guide children in retelling the
story using their journey map as a reference.

Incorporating the Crafts into Learning

To maximize the impact of these crafts, consider integrating them into a
broader lesson plan. Here are some tips:

1. Storytime

— Read the Bible passage of the Prodigal Son before starting the crafts to
set the context.

— Use props or illustrations to help children visualize the story as you
narrate it.

2. Group Discussions

- After completing each craft, engage the children in discussions about the
themes and moral lessons of the story.

— Encourage them to share personal experiences related to forgiveness and
love.

3. Reflection Time

— Allow children to reflect on what they learned through the crafts.
— Ask open-ended questions about how they would feel if they were the
Prodigal Son or the father.



4. Displaying Artworks

- Create a “Prodigal Son Gallery” in your classroom to showcase the
children’s crafts. This fosters a sense of pride in their work and reinforces
the story’s themes.

Conclusion

Engaging preschoolers with a prodigal son craft not only provides a creative
outlet but also serves as a significant learning experience about love,
forgiveness, and the importance of making choices. Through various crafts
such as story wheels, heart collages, puppets, and journey maps, children
will gain a deeper understanding of the Prodigal Son parable. By integrating
these activities into your preschool curriculum, you can create a memorable
and impactful experience that resonates with young hearts and minds. As
children craft and create, they will not only have fun but will also
internalize the important lessons the story offers, fostering their emotional
and moral development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need for a Prodigal Son craft for
preschoolers?

You will need colored construction paper, scissors, glue, markers, and
optional embellishments like stickers or glitter.

What is a simple Prodigal Son craft idea for
preschoolers?

A simple idea is to create a 'Welcome Home' banner using construction paper
and decorating it with drawings of the son and his father.

How can I incorporate storytelling into the Prodigal
Son craft?

Read the story of the Prodigal Son to the children and then let them create a
scene from the story using their craft materials.

What age group is suitable for a Prodigal Son craft
activity?

This craft is suitable for preschoolers aged 3-5 years old, with adult
supervision for cutting and gluing.

Can I use recycled materials for the Prodigal Son
craft?

Absolutely! Recycled materials like cardboard boxes, bottle caps, or old
magazines can be used to create elements of the story.



How can I adapt the Prodigal Son craft for different
skill levels?

For younger children, provide pre-cut shapes, while older children can cut
their own pieces and add more complex details.

What themes from the Prodigal Son can I highlight in
the craft?

Themes of forgiveness, family, and celebration can be highlighted by creating
symbols like hearts or party decorations.

How can I make the Prodigal Son craft interactive?

Incorporate a role-play element where children can act out the story while
crafting, enhancing their understanding and engagement.

What can I do if I have a large group of preschoolers
for the craft?

Set up multiple craft stations with different activities related to the
Prodigal Son, so children can rotate and stay engaged.

How can I display the completed Prodigal Son crafts?

Create a bulletin board in the classroom to showcase the crafts, and
encourage children to explain their artwork to their peers.
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make it easy to find a craft that goes with your Bible lesson. Even your non-artistic kids will have a
blast making these fun crafts--and then taking them home to put them to use No more crafts left
behind in the classroom or discarded on the floor of the car. No more 2-dimensional art for parents
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pages.
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Whitaker Playhouse features imaginative retellings of well-known Bible stories, geared toward
preschoolers through early readers. The 8-by-8-inch size is perfect for parents to read to their
children, or young readers to enjoy on their own.
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illustrations. This well-loved series captures the attention of children, telling scripturally sound
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One I Can Read! title is a retelling of the much-loved parable found in the New Testament. Full
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the Bible.
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beginning Sept. 15, 1954 (and on the 15th of each month, Sept.-May) a special section: School
library journal, ISSN 0000-0035, (called Junior libraries, 1954-May 1961). Also issued separately.
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The new Bible Tales series provides specially retold stories for young children, sticking closely to the
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no better place to find a great hero story than the Bible. Each Little Bible Heroes™ book offers a
story of bravery, faithfulness, and kindness—straight from the Bible and perfect for little hero-loving
hearts! This book features a hero from one of Jesus’s parables in the Bible—a tale of forgiveness in
The Prodigal Son. This B&H Kids book includes a Parent Connection, an easy tool to help moms and
dads (or anyone else who loves kids) discuss the book's message with their child. We're all about
connecting parents and kids to each other and to God's Word.

prodigal son craft for preschoolers: The Prodigal Son, and Other Bible Stories. Specially
Written for Young Children A. F., 1908

prodigal son craft for preschoolers: The Prodigal Son Karen Williamson, 2017-05-19 Little



books for little hands Collectable mini-book series Simple text and adorable illustrations
prodigal son craft for preschoolers: Forthcoming Books Rose Arny, 1996-10
prodigal son craft for preschoolers: AB Bookman's Weekly , 1994
prodigal son craft for preschoolers: The Story of the Prodigal Son Alice Joyce Davidson,
1990-04 A children's gift book retelling the biblical story of the Prodigal Son.
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