nama ramayanam ms subbulakshmi

Nama Ramayanam MS Subbulakshmi is a monumental work that encapsulates the
essence of devotion through the melodious renditions of one of India's most
revered classical vocalists, MS Subbulakshmi. Known for her divine voice and
emotive singing, Subbulakshmi's interpretation of the "Nama Ramayanam" has
left an indelible mark on the hearts of millions. This article delves into
the significance of the "Nama Ramayanam," the life and legacy of MS
Subbulakshmi, and the impact of her rendition on the cultural landscape of
India.

Understanding Nama Ramayanam

The "Nama Ramayanam" is a devotional text that consists of the names of Lord
Rama, a revered deity in Hinduism, and his various exploits as narrated in
the epic Ramayana. It is an adaptation of the traditional Ramayana, focusing
primarily on the glories of Lord Rama through the repetition of his names.
This practice is rooted in the belief that chanting the names of deities can
lead to spiritual enlightenment and liberation.

Historical Context

The "Nama Ramayanam" finds its origins in the Bhakti movement, which
emphasized personal devotion to God. The text has been attributed to various
saints and poets over centuries, reflecting the rich tapestry of Hindu
devotional literature. It serves not only as a spiritual guide but also as a
reminder of the ethical and moral values embodied by Lord Rama.

Structure of Nama Ramayanam

The "Nama Ramayanam" is structured in a way that allows devotees to immerse
themselves in the narrative of Lord Rama's life. It is typically composed of:

1. Invocations: Opening prayers to seek blessings from Lord Rama.

2. Nama Sankeertanam: Repetition of the names of Lord Rama, celebrating his
virtues and deeds.

3. Narrative Sections: Descriptions of significant events in the Ramayana,
such as Rama's birth, his exile, the abduction of Sita, and the epic battle
against Ravana.

4. Concluding Prayers: Expressions of gratitude and devotion, often
accompanied by wishes for peace and prosperity.

MS Subbulakshmi: A Diwvine Voice

Madurai Shanmukhavadivu Subbulakshmi, popularly known as MS Subbulakshmi, was
born on September 16, 1916, in Madurai, Tamil Nadu. She was a pioneering
figure in Indian classical music and an embodiment of the Bhakti movement
through her soulful renditions. Her contributions to Carnatic music and her
role as a cultural ambassador have made her a beloved figure.



Early Life and Musical Journey

- Family Background: Born into a family of musicians, MS Subbulakshmi was
exposed to music from a young age. Her mother, Shanmukhavadivu, was a
talented singer and encouraged her daughter's musical pursuits.

— Training: She received extensive training in Carnatic music under various
esteemed gurus, including her first teacher, the legendary musician, Shankara
Iyer.

- Early Performances: Subbulakshmi made her debut performance at the young
age of 10, and soon her talent began to garner attention, paving the way for
a flourishing career.

Milestones in Her Career

1. Concerts and Recordings: MS Subbulakshmi became known for her captivating
concerts and numerous recordings. She was one of the first musicians to
perform at prestigious venues such as the United Nations.

2. Film Contributions: She acted in and sang for several Tamil films,
including "Meera," where her portrayal of the saint-singer Meera Bai and her
musical renditions gained widespread acclaim.

3. Awards and Recognition: Subbulakshmi was the first musician to receive the
Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian award, in 1990. She also received
several other accolades for her contributions to Indian music.

The Rendition of Nama Ramayanam

MS Subbulakshmi's rendition of the "Nama Ramayanam" is considered one of her
most significant contributions to devotional music. The recording captures
her ability to convey deep emotions through her voice, making the listener
feel the divine presence of Lord Rama.

Musical Elements

- Melody and Ragas: Subbulakshmi’s rendition employs various ragas that
elevate the spiritual experience. Her choice of ragas complements the lyrical
content, enhancing the overall impact of the performance.

— Emotional Depth: Her voice resonates with bhakti (devotion) and bhava
(emotion), drawing listeners into a transcendent experience that goes beyond
mere singing.

— Traditional Accompaniment: The use of traditional instruments like the
veena, mridangam, and harmonium adds a rich texture to her rendition, making
it a complete auditory experience.

Significance of the Rendition

1. Spiritual Awakening: Many listeners have reported experiencing a sense of
peace and spiritual awakening when listening to Subbulakshmi's rendition. It
serves as a meditative tool, allowing devotees to connect with the divine.
2. Cultural Impact: The "Nama Ramayanam" has become a staple in many
households, especially during festivals and religious gatherings, thanks to



Subbulakshmi’s influence. Her recordings are often played as a form of
worship and celebration.

3. Legacy of Devotion: Subbulakshmi's rendition has inspired countless
musicians and devotees to explore the depths of devotion through music,
perpetuating the cycle of Bhakti in contemporary Indian culture.

Impact on Indian Culture

The influence of MS Subbulakshmi extends beyond her musical contributions.
She has played a significant role in shaping the cultural landscape of India.

Promotion of Carnatic Music

Subbulakshmi's global recognition has brought Carnatic music to international
audiences. Her performances have sparked interest in Indian classical music,
encouraging new generations to explore its rich traditions.

Role Model for Women in Music

As a female artist in a predominantly male—-dominated field, Subbulakshmi
broke barriers and became a role model for aspiring female musicians. Her
success has paved the way for future generations of women in the arts.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Nama Ramayanam MS Subbulakshmi represents not just a musical
composition but a spiritual journey that has touched the lives of many.
Through her beautiful voice and profound devotion, MS Subbulakshmi has
immortalized the "Nama Ramayanam," making it a cherished part of Indian
culture and spirituality. Her legacy continues to inspire, reminding us of
the power of music as a medium of devotion and connection to the divine. As
we listen to her renditions, we are invited to partake in the timeless
narrative of Lord Rama, experiencing the bliss of bhakti through the
enchanting art of music.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Nama Ramayanam' by MS Subbulakshmi?

Nama Ramayanam is a devotional rendition of the Ramayana, sung by the
legendary Carnatic vocalist MS Subbulakshmi. It consists of verses that
praise Lord Rama and narrate his life and virtues.

When was MS Subbulakshmi's 'Nama Ramayanam' recorded?

MS Subbulakshmi's 'Nama Ramayanam' was recorded in the 1940s and has since
become one of her most celebrated works, showcasing her exceptional vocal



talent and deep devotion.

What are the main themes of 'Nama Ramayanam'?

The main themes of 'Nama Ramayanam' include devotion to Lord Rama, the
importance of dharma (righteousness), and the triumph of good over evil, as
depicted in the Ramayana.

How has 'Nama Ramayanam' influenced Indian music?

Nama Ramayanam has significantly influenced Indian music by popularizing
devotional songs and setting a benchmark for classical renditions of
spiritual texts, inspiring many artists in the genre.

What is the significance of MS Subbulakshmi in Indian
classical music?

MS Subbulakshmi is considered a pioneer in Indian classical music, being the
first vocalist to receive the Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian honor,
and for her ability to blend tradition with modernity.

Are there any notable live performances of 'Nama
Ramayanam'?

Yes, MS Subbulakshmi performed 'Nama Ramayanam' live in various concerts,
with her performance at the Madras Music Academy being particularly memorable
and well-documented.

What is the impact of 'Nama Ramayanam' on
spirituality and devotion?

Nama Ramayanam has had a profound impact on spirituality and devotion, as it
encourages listeners to engage with the teachings of the Ramayana and fosters
a sense of connection to the divine.

Where can I listen to MS Subbulakshmi's 'Nama
Ramayanam' today?

MS Subbulakshmi's 'Nama Ramayanam' can be found on various music streaming
platforms, YouTube, and through many devotional music collections, allowing
listeners to experience her timeless rendition.
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Delhi, 1943-12-07 The Indian Listener (fortnightly programme journal of AIR in English) published
by The Indian State Broadcasting Service,Bombay ,started on 22 December, 1935 and was the
successor to the Indian Radio Times in english, which was published beginning in July 16 of 1927.
From 22 August ,1937 onwards, it was published by All India Radio,New Delhi.In 1950,it was turned


https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-041/nama-ramayanam-ms-subbulakshmi.pdf

into a weekly journal. Later,The Indian listener became Akashvani in January 5, 1958. It was made a
fortnightly again on July 1,1983. It used to serve the listener as a bradshaw of broadcasting ,and
give listener the useful information in an interesting manner about programmes,who writes
them,take part in them and produce them along with photographs of performing artists. It also
contains the information of major changes in the policy and service of the organisation. NAME OF
THE JOURNAL: The Indian Listener LANGUAGE OF THE JOURNAL: English DATE,MONTH & YEAR
OF PUBLICATION: 07-12-1943 PERIODICITY OF THE JOURNAL: Fortnightly NUMBER OF PAGES:
87 VOLUME NUMBER: Vol. VIII, No. 24 BROADCAST PROGRAMME SCHEDULE
PUBLISHED(PAGE NOS): 12, 21-84 ARTICLE: 1. With a Japanese Regiment 2. Currency League 3.
Better Towns for India AUTHOR: 1. Lt.-Col. S. R. Hunt 2. Dr D.W.Dodwell 3. Capt. P. J. Marshall
KEYWORDS: 1. Japan, Kanazawa, Japanese Regiment 2. International Currency, Inter-War Period,
League Of Nations, Lord Keynes 3. India, Civilization, Second World War, Urban Dwellers Document
ID: INL-1943-(J-D) Vol-II (12)

nama ramayanam ms subbulakshmi: Nama Ramayanam Neha Shivdeep, 2014-08-31 Nama
Ramayanam is a gem among prayers. It tells the story of the Ramayan which is very potent and the
devotee can be inspired in so many ways to advance spiritually while taking comfort in the refuge of
the Lord. The prayer allows the devotee to to praise God, understand his leela, love and worship his
qualities and follow the good principles he has shown by example.
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nama ramayanam ms subbulakshmi: Nama-Ramayanam Legacy Book - Endowment of
Devotion , 2020-07 This Journal Book contains Nama-Ramayanam Text around which the
Holy-Name Rama Name can be written. Also Transliteration & Translation of the Verses is provided
on every page; and the full text is repeated at the end as well. Once embellished with your
Rama-Namas, this will become a priceless treasure which you can present to your loved ones--an
unparalleled gift of love, labor, caring, wishing, and above all: Devotion.
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This small book is called Rama Nama or Nama Ramayan ! Ramayan is one of the oldest
religious/spiritual epic of Hinduism.Devotees can read this on a daily basis or on special occasions
and it is said that it is equivalent to reading entire Ramayan. One goes through entire life of Lord
Rama through these pages in short span of time and glorifying Lord Rama. May the Lord bless us all.

nama ramayanam ms subbulakshmi: Sundara-Kanda Legacy Book - Endowment of
Devotion GOSWAMI. TULSIDAS, 2019-05-23 This Journal-Book contains the Sundara-Kanda Text
around which the Holy Rama-Nama can be written. Sundarakanda--is the fifth ascent of the
Tulsi-Ramayana composed by Goswami Tulsidas. Contains the original Devanagari Text & its
Transliteration & Translation as well. You can write the Rama-Namas along side the Text on every
page. Once embellished with your Rama-Namas, this will become a priceless treasure which you can
present to your loved ones--an unparalleled gift of love, labor, caring, wishing, and above all:
Devotion.
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