
cpt code mpfl reconstruction
CPT code MPFL reconstruction refers to the specific coding used in medical billing and
documentation for the procedure aimed at reconstructing the medial patellofemoral ligament (MPFL).
This ligament plays a vital role in stabilizing the kneecap (patella) and preventing dislocation.
Understanding the intricacies of this CPT code is essential for healthcare providers, insurance
companies, and patients alike. This article explores the significance of MPFL reconstruction, the CPT
code associated with the procedure, indications for surgery, the procedure itself, and the recovery
process.

Understanding MPFL Reconstruction

The medial patellofemoral ligament is a key structure in maintaining the stability of the patella. When
this ligament is injured, it can lead to patellar instability, where the kneecap may dislocate or
subluxate (partially dislocate). MPFL reconstruction is primarily indicated for patients who experience
recurrent patellar dislocations, often due to anatomical abnormalities or previous injuries.

Indications for MPFL Reconstruction

MPFL reconstruction is typically recommended in several scenarios, including:

Recurrent Patellar Dislocations: Patients experiencing multiple dislocations may benefit
from surgical intervention.

Previous Patellar Dislocation: Individuals with a history of dislocation who continue to
experience instability.

Anatomical Abnormalities: Patients with structural issues that predispose them to
dislocations, such as a high riding patella (patella alta) or a shallow trochlear groove.

Failure of Conservative Treatment: Patients who have tried physical therapy, bracing, or
other non-surgical options without success.

CPT Code for MPFL Reconstruction

The Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) code system is essential for billing and coding medical
services. For MPFL reconstruction, the relevant CPT codes can vary based on the specific surgical
technique and whether any additional procedures are performed.



Commonly Used CPT Codes

While specific codes may vary based on the complexity of the case and the surgeon's technique,
common CPT codes for MPFL reconstruction include:

27420: Reconstruction of the medial patellofemoral ligament.

27422: Reconstruction of the medial patellofemoral ligament with associated procedures (such
as realignment of the patellar tendon).

It is crucial for healthcare providers to accurately code the procedure to ensure proper
reimbursement from insurance companies.

The MPFL Reconstruction Procedure

MPFL reconstruction is typically performed as an outpatient procedure and can be done using
arthroscopic techniques or open surgery. The choice of technique depends on the surgeon’s
assessment, the patient’s anatomy, and the specific indication for surgery.

Preoperative Preparation

Prior to surgery, patients undergo a thorough evaluation, including:

Medical History Review: Discussing any previous knee injuries, surgeries, and overall health.1.

Physical Examination: Assessing knee stability and range of motion.2.

Imaging Studies: X-rays or MRIs may be performed to evaluate the anatomy of the knee and3.
confirm the diagnosis.

Procedure Overview

The procedure generally involves the following steps:

Anesthesia: The patient is provided with either general or regional anesthesia to ensure1.
comfort during the procedure.

Incision: A small incision is made on the inner side of the knee (if performing open surgery) or2.



several small incisions (if using arthroscopy).

Ligament Reconstruction: The surgeon may use a graft (often from the patient's hamstring3.
tendon or a donor) to reconstruct the MPFL. The graft is anchored to the patella and femur to
restore stability.

Closure: The incisions are closed with sutures or staples, and a knee brace may be applied to4.
protect the knee.

Postoperative Care and Recovery

Recovery from MPFL reconstruction varies by individual but generally follows a structured
rehabilitation program.

Immediate Postoperative Care

After the procedure, patients can expect:

Pain Management: Medications will be prescribed to manage pain and discomfort.

Swelling Control: Ice packs and elevation of the leg are encouraged to reduce swelling.

Physical Therapy: Early physical therapy is often initiated to regain range of motion and
strength.

Long-term Recovery

The rehabilitation process typically includes:

Weeks 1-2: Focus on gentle range-of-motion exercises and weight-bearing as tolerated.1.

Weeks 3-6: Gradually increase strength training and functional exercises under the guidance2.
of a physical therapist.

Months 3-6: Return to sports and activities is generally considered after a thorough3.
assessment of knee stability and strength.



Conclusion

CPT code MPFL reconstruction plays a critical role in the treatment of patellar instability, offering
patients the potential for improved knee function and a return to their desired activities.
Understanding the indications, procedure, and recovery process can empower patients and
healthcare providers to make informed decisions regarding treatment. As with any surgical
procedure, it is essential to have open communication with the surgical team and to adhere to the
rehabilitation protocol for optimal outcomes. By following these guidelines, patients can look forward
to a successful recovery and a more stable knee.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPT code for MPFL reconstruction?
The CPT code for MPFL (Medial Patellofemoral Ligament) reconstruction is 29999, which is an unlisted
procedure code. Specific codes may vary based on the technique used and associated procedures.

What conditions necessitate an MPFL reconstruction?
MPFL reconstruction is typically indicated for patients with recurrent patellar dislocations, especially
those with anatomical predispositions such as patellar malalignment or previous injuries to the
ligament.

How is MPFL reconstruction typically performed?
MPFL reconstruction is usually performed arthroscopically, where a graft is used to reconstruct the
ligament, often taken from the patient's hamstring or patellar tendon, and is anchored to the femur
and patella.

What is the recovery time after MPFL reconstruction?
Recovery time after MPFL reconstruction can vary, but patients typically begin physical therapy within
a few weeks and may return to sports in about 4 to 6 months, depending on their progress and the
surgeon's recommendations.

What are the potential complications of MPFL reconstruction?
Potential complications of MPFL reconstruction include graft failure, infection, stiffness, persistent
pain, and the possibility of continued instability or dislocation of the patella.

Is MPFL reconstruction covered by insurance?
MPFL reconstruction is generally covered by insurance when deemed medically necessary, but
coverage may vary by provider and plan, so it is important to verify with the insurance company
before the procedure.
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