
cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf
CDL Pre Trip Inspection Checklist PDF is an essential tool for commercial
vehicle operators, ensuring that all safety measures are taken before hitting
the road. Conducting a thorough pre-trip inspection is crucial not only for
compliance with federal regulations but also for the safety of the driver,
passengers, and other road users. This article will explore the importance of
the CDL pre-trip inspection checklist, the components involved, and how to
effectively use a PDF version of the checklist for optimal results.

Importance of Pre-Trip Inspections

Pre-trip inspections serve several key purposes:

1. Safety Assurance: Regular inspections help identify potential mechanical
issues before they become serious problems, thus reducing the risk of
accidents.
2. Regulatory Compliance: The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA) mandates that commercial drivers conduct pre-trip inspections.
Failing to do so can result in penalties and fines.
3. Operational Efficiency: A well-maintained vehicle operates more
efficiently, leading to better fuel economy and reduced wear and tear on
parts.
4. Driver Confidence: Knowing that the vehicle is in good condition allows
drivers to focus on the road rather than worry about mechanical failures.

Components of a CDL Pre-Trip Inspection

A comprehensive pre-trip inspection covers various components of the vehicle,
ensuring that everything is functioning correctly. Below are the major areas
to inspect:

1. Vehicle Exterior

- Walk Around Inspection: Check for any visible damage or leaks.
- Tires: Inspect for proper inflation, tread depth, and any signs of wear or
damage.
- Lights: Ensure all exterior lights (headlights, brake lights, turn signals)
are operational.
- Reflectors: Check for visibility and cleanliness.
- Windshield: Look for cracks or chips that could impair vision.



2. Engine Compartment

- Fluids: Check engine oil, coolant, brake fluid, and transmission fluid
levels.
- Belts and Hoses: Inspect for fraying, cracks, or leaks.
- Battery: Ensure connections are tight and there’s no corrosion.

3. Cab Area

- Mirrors: Adjust and clean for optimal visibility.
- Seat and Seatbelts: Ensure they are secure and functional.
- Dashboard Indicators: Check that all warning lights are operational.
- Emergency Equipment: Verify that fire extinguishers, first aid kits, and
triangles are present and accessible.

4. Brake System

- Air Brakes: Test for proper operation and check for air leaks.
- Brake Pads: Inspect for wear and ensure they meet local regulations.
- Parking Brake: Test the functionality of the parking brake.

5. Load Security

- Cargo: Ensure that the load is secured properly to prevent shifting during
transit.
- Weight Distribution: Verify that the load is balanced and within the
vehicle’s weight limits.

Utilizing the CDL Pre Trip Inspection Checklist
PDF

Having a CDL pre-trip inspection checklist in PDF format can be incredibly
beneficial for drivers. Here’s how to make the most of it:

1. Downloading and Printing

- Accessibility: PDF checklists can be easily downloaded from various
resources, including state Department of Transportation websites.
- Print Options: Printing the checklist allows for a physical copy that can
be filled out by hand during inspections.



2. Customization

- Tailoring the Checklist: Depending on the specific type of vehicle being
inspected, drivers can modify the checklist to include additional components
relevant to their situation.
- Adding Notes: Space can be included for comments or notes, allowing drivers
to document issues or observations.

3. Record Keeping

- Documentation: Keeping a record of pre-trip inspections can provide
valuable proof of due diligence in case of an accident or inspection by
authorities.
- Follow-Up Actions: Notes taken can help in addressing mechanical issues
promptly, ensuring that any problems identified are resolved before the next
trip.

Common Mistakes to Avoid During Pre-Trip
Inspections

Even with a checklist, drivers may miss important steps or components. Here
are common mistakes to avoid:

1. Skipping Steps: Rushing through the inspection can lead to overlooked
issues. Always follow the checklist in the designated order.
2. Ignoring Indicators: Dashboard warning lights should never be ignored.
Investigate any warnings before starting the trip.
3. Inadequate Documentation: Failing to record inspection results can lead to
problems down the line. Always document your findings.
4. Neglecting the Load: Focusing solely on vehicle components while
neglecting cargo security can be dangerous. Always check load stability.

Benefits of Using a CDL Pre Trip Inspection
Checklist PDF

Utilizing a PDF checklist for pre-trip inspections offers several advantages:

- Consistency: A standard checklist ensures that all necessary steps are
followed every time, leading to thorough inspections.
- Ease of Use: PDFs are user-friendly and can be easily accessed from various
devices, including smartphones and tablets.
- Environmentally Friendly: Digital checklists reduce paper waste, making
them a more sustainable option.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the CDL Pre Trip Inspection Checklist PDF is a crucial
component of safe commercial vehicle operation. By conducting thorough pre-
trip inspections, drivers can ensure their vehicles are roadworthy, comply
with regulations, and most importantly, protect themselves and others on the
road. Utilizing a PDF format enhances the efficiency and consistency of the
inspection process, contributing to overall operational safety and
efficiency. As part of a responsible driving routine, this checklist should
never be overlooked or rushed; rather, it should be viewed as a vital tool
for every trip.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a CDL pre-trip inspection checklist?
A CDL pre-trip inspection checklist is a document used by commercial drivers
to systematically inspect their vehicle before starting a trip, ensuring that
the vehicle is safe and compliant with regulations.

Where can I find a CDL pre-trip inspection checklist
PDF?
You can find a CDL pre-trip inspection checklist PDF on various trucking and
transportation websites, as well as state Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV)
websites that provide resources for commercial drivers.

What items are typically included in a CDL pre-trip
inspection checklist?
A typical CDL pre-trip inspection checklist includes items such as brakes,
lights, tires, fluid levels, mirrors, windshield wipers, and safety equipment
like fire extinguishers and reflective triangles.

How often should drivers complete a pre-trip
inspection?
Drivers should complete a pre-trip inspection every time they operate a
commercial vehicle, ensuring that any potential issues are identified and
addressed before hitting the road.

Is a pre-trip inspection legally required for CDL
drivers?
Yes, federal regulations require CDL drivers to perform a pre-trip inspection



as part of their duty to ensure the safety of the vehicle and compliance with
transportation laws.

Can I customize a CDL pre-trip inspection checklist
PDF?
Yes, you can customize a CDL pre-trip inspection checklist PDF to suit your
specific vehicle and operational needs, adding or removing items as
necessary.

What are the consequences of skipping a pre-trip
inspection?
Skipping a pre-trip inspection can lead to safety hazards, increased risk of
accidents, fines from regulatory authorities, and potential liability in the
event of an incident.

Are there mobile apps available for pre-trip
inspections?
Yes, there are several mobile apps available that provide digital pre-trip
inspection checklists, allowing drivers to document their inspections
electronically and easily share reports.

How can I ensure my CDL pre-trip inspection is
thorough?
To ensure a thorough CDL pre-trip inspection, follow the checklist
methodically, pay attention to details, and consider additional checks based
on the specific vehicle type and cargo being carried.
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  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: Commercial Drivers License Pre-Trip Inspection
Training Manual Robert C. Robinson, 2009 Most training manuals skip and bounce around the truck
in a manner that's both confusing and disorganized. This manual, however, systematically guides the
trainee in a logical, orderly method that works and makes sense. From the start of the inspection to
it's end, the driver will never have to guess about where to go or what to inspect next. This is
accomplished by displaying the truck and trailer components in sections that are logically and
numerically organized followed by a thorough discussion of the components following the same
logical, numerical order--making the pre-trip inspection far less intimidating and less confusing.
While most manuals barely mention the components to be inspected, this manual discusses the
components in great detail by first explaining their purpose and then by further explaining the
multitude of problems that one could possibly find while inspecting a tractor and/or trailer or
straight truck. Instead of black and white sketches that lack clarity and detail, this manual includes

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-038/cdl-pre-trip-inspection-checklist-pdf.pdf


color photographs of every component covered. Never again will you have to wonder what a
component really looks like nor will you have to embarrass yourself by asking someone. Also
included are a sample score sheet and an inspection checklist that can be used for practice while
training. This manual also contains several bonus pictures, compliments of the world champion
extreme turbine race team Miss GEICO and AMF Offshore Racing. More importantly, this manual
includes all the information needed to successfully pass the pre-trip inspection exam on the first try
and also serves as a good refresher to those who already have a commercial driver's license using an
approach that has worked time and time again.
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: CDL Class a Pre-Trip Inspection Study Guide: Pass
Your Pre-Trip Inspection Test, the First Time. in This Word for Word, Easy to Remember
Guide! Brodi Aiguier, 2019 This handy little book was indispensable to me in taking, and passing,
my CDL test the first time. Clear, concise yet comprehensive, this small guide breaks down the
essentials in what is crucial in successfully passing the pre-inspection test. Well-worth the money!
--Jeffery Wow! This is a well put together study aid that teaches you a simple script of what to say,
word for word to pass the pre-trip inspection test the first time with ease. It's a quick read and the
exercises just take a little time each day to master. This gave me the confidence I needed, just by
simply following the steps laid out in this guide. I would recommend anyone seeking to pass their
test, to use this must have guide before hand, it's a life saver! --Sue CDL Class A Pre-Trip Inspection
Study Guide Pass the Pre-Trip Inspection Test, the First Time in This Word for Word, Easy To
Remember Guide. If you're taking the Pre-Trip Inspection Test, you know how stressful and difficult
this experience can be and failing the test can get in the way of your career. But did you know
there's a simple way to pass the test without constant struggles? Will you pass the Class A Pre-Trip
Inspection Test? Students who used this guide have! We are teaching you 8 simple steps, to
memorize, practice and pass, your Class A Commercial Driver's License Pre-Trip Inspection Test!
Learn 8 simple steps to pass the Class A CDL Pre-Trip Inspection test. Learn in an easy to remember
way, what to say so you can list everything in the time allotted. Learn word for word, what to say for
the Tractor, Trailer, In-Cab Inspection and the Air Brake Checks. This study guide allows you the
student obtaining the Class A Commercial Driver's License to learn, practice and demonstrate the
required knowledge to pass your pre-trip inspection test. Whether your goal is to pass your test to
become a professional truck driver or prepare your company drivers, this study guidebook is written
to prepare and equip you to pass the CDL Class A Pre-Trip Inspection Test with confidence. What's
inside this comprehensive study guidebook? Table of Contents Introduction Course Outline Course
Start Step 1 - The Tractor Front Step 2 - The Tractor Side Step 3 - The Tractor Back Step 4 - The
Trailer Front Step 5 - The Trailer Side Step 6 - The Trailer Back Step 7 - The In-Cab Inspection Step
8 - The In-Cab Air Brake Checks Appendix Overview Appendix A - Tractor Cheat Sheet Appendix B -
Trailer Cheat Sheet Appendix C - In-Cab Cheat Sheet Appendix D - Pre-Trip Checklist Summary
About Brodi Cutout Pages Overview Cutout Page A - Tractor Cheat Sheet 2 Copies Cutout Page B -
Trailer Cheat Sheet 2 Copies Cutout Page C - In-Cab Cheat Sheet 2 Copies Cutout Page D - Pre-Trip
Checklist 3 Copies Click on the Add to Cart Button NOW!
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: Pre-Trip Inspection Study Guide Brodi Aiguier, 2019
Pre-Trip Inspection Study Guide Special Edition for A+ Commercial Driving School Students. Learn
how to Pass the Pre-Trip Inspection Test in This Word for Word, Easy To Remember Guide. If you're
taking the Pre-Trip Inspection Test, you know how stressful and difficult this experience can be and
failing the test can get in the way of your career. But did you know there's a simple way to pass the
test without constant struggles? Will you pass the Class A Pre-Trip Inspection Test? Students who
used this guide have! We are teaching you 8 simple steps, to memorize, practice and pass, your
Class A Commercial Driver's License Pre-Trip Inspection Test! Learn 8 simple steps to pass the Class
A CDL Pre-Trip Inspection test. Learn in an easy to remember way, what to say so you can list
everything in the time allotted. Learn word for word, what to say for the Tractor, Trailer, In-Cab
Inspection and the Air Brake Checks. This study guide allows you the student obtaining the Class A
Commercial Driver's License to learn, practice and demonstrate the required knowledge to pass



your pre-trip inspection test. Whether your goal is to pass your test to become a professional truck
driver or prepare your company drivers, this study guidebook is written to prepare and equip you to
pass the CDL Class A Pre-Trip Inspection Test with confidence. What's inside this comprehensive
study guidebook? Table of Contents Introduction Course Outline Course Start Step 1 - The Tractor
Front Step 2 - The Tractor Side Step 3 - The Tractor Back Step 4 - The Trailer Front Step 5 - The
Trailer Side Step 6 - The Trailer Back Step 7 - The In-Cab Inspection Step 8 - The In-Cab Air Brake
Checks Appendix Overview Appendix A - Tractor Cheat Sheet Appendix B - Trailer Cheat Sheet
Appendix C - In-Cab Cheat Sheet Appendix D - Pre-Trip Checklist Summary About Brodi Cutout
Pages Overview Cutout Page A - Tractor Cheat Sheet 2 Copies Cutout Page B - Trailer Cheat Sheet 2
Copies Cutout Page C - In-Cab Cheat Sheet 2 Copies Cutout Page D - Pre-Trip Checklist 3 Copies
Click on the Add to Cart Button NOW!
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: Rated #1 CDL Pre-Trip Inspection Study Guide
Day, 2017-11
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: The Greatest Pre-Trip Inspection Juanita Mills, Jeffrey
Mills, 2020-07-08 Jeffrey Mills is a 48 year old commercial driver's license coach for the CDL Book
Club in Laurel Maryland. He has taught thousands of people though-out the United States of
America how to obtain their commercial drivers license. This book is to be a great tool to help you
get your CDL, get a great paying job and even becoming the boss of your own trucking company.
Over the years, Jeff Mills has come across so many people who stated that they have such a hard
time passing the pre-trip inspection for their CDL road test, so, he decided to sit down and break it
all down for you in this book. This book gives you the same information and break down that he
gives his own members of The CDL Book Club. In order to pass the CDL test you have to get CDL
Minded! This book is broken down into just a few sections to keep the training simplistic. Even
though the book is a proven guide to success, he encourages all who use this book to obtain their
CDL to write out this pre-trip inspection so the information is embedded in the brain.
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: The Greatest Pre-Trip Inspection Juanita Mills,
Jeffrey W Mills, 2020-07-09 Jeffrey Mills is a 48 year old commercial driver's license coach for the
CDL Book Club in Laurel Maryland. He has taught thousands of people though-out the United States
of America how to obtain their commercial drivers license. This book is to be a great tool to help you
get your CDL, get a great paying job and even becoming the boss of your own trucking company.
Over the years, Jeff Mills has come across so many people who stated that they have such a hard
time passing the pre-trip inspection for their CDL road test, so, he decided to sit down and break it
all down for you in this book. This book gives you the same information and break down that he
gives his own members of The CDL Book Club. In order to pass the CDL test you have to get CDL
Minded! This book is broken down into just a few sections to keep the training simplistic. Even
though the book is a proven guide to success, he encourages all who use this book to obtain their
CDL to write out this pre-trip inspection so the information is embedded in the brain.
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: Class A CDL Pre-Trip Inspection Mike Curts, Luke
Coyle, 2009-01-01 Learn the skills to correctly perform a Class A CDL pre-trip inspection with the
eGears CDL Pre-trip inspection demonstration DVD. CDL instructor Phil move item by item through
an entire inspection of a tractor trailer, demonstrating the techniques to perform a pre-trip
inspection including the 4-point brake check inspection.eGears makes learning the pre-trip
inspection easier. View the entire inspection routine, from the front of the cab to the rear of the
trailer and all points in between. Or just review an individual section from the easy to use DVD
menu. Phil describes the inspection of each item and onscreen tips help you learn the information
quickly and easily.
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: CDL PREP EXAM: PRE TRIP INSPECTION Mile One
Press, 2022-03-25 Let's make studying for the CDL exam easier. Our comprehensive CDL Exam Prep
Books are designed to help truckers like you get a passing grade on your tests. Practice tests are
scientifically proven to increase exam pass rates. See how CDL PREP EXAM: PRE TRIP
INSPECTION can help to improve your chances of passing your CDL written tests. The commercial



driver industry is fast-growing yet continuously faced with a shortage of certified CDL drivers.
Certification starts with passing the CDL written exam and that's where many fall short. We aim to
change that trend. We also aim to enhance the learning experience of new commercial drivers and
improve their driving capabilities. The beginning of a new career path in the transportation industry
starts with the CDL test. We're here to help you or your students over that speed bump and onto the
next mile. We are obsessed with helping our customers improve their CDL pass rates. We know how
a CDL certification or endorsement can transform your future. It did ours. So, we never stop working
to improve our resources to ensure you can make your mark in this lucrative, in-demand career
path.
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: Cdl Straight Truck Pre-Trip Inspection Test Study Book
Robert M. Calvin, Highway Users Federation for Safety and Mobility, 1999-10-01
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: CDL Transit Coach Bus Pre-Trip Inspection Test Robert
M. Calvin, 1991-09
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: The Greatest Pre-Trip Inspection - Class B Juanita Mills,
Jeffrey W Mills, 2020-09-05 Jeffrey Mills is a 48 year old commercial driver's license coach for the
CDL Book Club in Laurel Maryland. He has taught thousands of people though-out the United States
of America how to obtain their commercial drivers license. This book is to be a great tool to help you
get your CDL, get a great paying job and even becoming the boss of your own trucking company.
Over the years, Jeff Mills has come across so many people who stated that they have such a hard
time passing the pre-trip inspection for their CDL road test, so, he decided to sit down and break it
all down for you in this book. This book gives you the same information and break down that he
gives his own members of The CDL Book Club. In order to pass the CDL test you have to get CDL
Minded! This book is broken down into just a few sections to keep the training simplistic. Even
though the book is a proven guide to success, he encourages all who use this book to obtain their
CDL to write out this pre-trip inspection so the information is embedded in the brain.
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: Trailer Pre Trip Inspection Checklist Journals for All
Staff, 2017-08-15 Blank Tractor Inspection Checklist Get Your Copy Today! Large Size 8.5 inches by
11 inches Enough Space for Writing Include Sections for: Daily Tractor Inspection Checklist Monthly
Tractor Inspection Checklist Annual Tractor Inspection Checklist Notes Buy One Today and have a
record of your Tractor's Inspections
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: CDL Flashcard Ryan Steve, 2018-08-13 CDL flashcard
contains about 400 commercial driver's license test question and answers. Questions cover so many
areas such as general knowledge test questions, pre-trip inspection test questions hazard materials
test questions and others. You will find in this book real-time CDL test questions that will help you in
answering the question on CDL test correctly. This book is divided into eight chapters they are
General knowledge test questions and answers Pre-trip inspection test questions and answers Air
brakes test questions and answers Combination vehicles test questions and answers Double and
triple combination vehicles test questions and answers Hazard material test questions and answers
Passengers and school bus vehicle test questions and answers and Tank vehicle test question and
answers. Each chapter contains questions of a particular endorsement to help test takers pass their
endorsement test at first try.
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: CDL Study Guide: Combination Vehicles CDL Digest,
This CDL practice test study guide contains information for those drivers who operate a combination
of vehicles with a GVWR of 26,001 or more pounds provided the GVWR of the vehicle(s) being towed
is in excess of 10,000 pounds GVW, which includes ALL Class A license applicants. Combination
Vehicle written exam practice test questions and answers.
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: Georgia's Greatest Pretrip Inspection - Class A Jeff
Mills, 2023-06-29 Jeff Mills is an experienced commercial driver's license coach for the CDL Book
Club, in Laurel, Maryland. He has taught thousands of people throughout the Unites States, how to
obtain their commercial driver's license, get a great paying job, and even become the boss of their
own trucking company. Over the years, Jeff Mills has come across so many people who stated that



they have such a hard time passing the pre-trip inspection for their CDL road test, so, he decided to
sit down and break it all down for you in this book. This book gives you the same information and
break down that he gives his own members of The CDL Book Club. In order to pass the CDL test you
must get CDL Minded! With more than a half-dozen bestselling books, helping to navigate CDL
skills, inspections, and exams, these will be great tools to help you obtain your CDL. We guarantee
success on your Pre-Trip Inspection if you stick to the script. THECDLBOOKCLUB.COM appreciate
your support and if you have any questions or concerns, please let us know by sending us an email to
Cdlminded@gmail.com or calling 240-581-2452.
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: CDL PREP EXAM Marquise L Frazier, 2022-03-25 Let's
make studying for the CDL exam easier. Our comprehensive CDL Exam Prep Books are designed to
help truckers like you get a passing grade on your tests. Practice tests are scientifically proven to
increase exam pass rates. See how CDL PREP EXAM: TANKER ENDORSEMENT can help to improve
your chances of passing your CDL written tests. The commercial driver industry is fast-growing yet
continuously faced with a shortage of certified CDL drivers. Certification starts with passing the
CDL written exam and that's where many fall short. We aim to change that trend. We also aim to
enhance the learning experience of new commercial drivers and improve their driving capabilities.
The beginning of a new career path in the transportation industry starts with the CDL test. We're
here to help you or your students over that speed bump and onto the next mile. We are obsessed
with helping our customers improve their CDL pass rates. We know how a CDL certification or
endorsement can transform your future. It did ours. So, we never stop working to improve our
resources to ensure you can make your mark in this lucrative, in-demand career path.
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: CDL - Commercial Driver's License Exam, 6th Ed. Matt
Mosher, 2018-10-22 REA’s Commercial Driver's License (CDL) Test Prep Puts You in the Driver’s
Seat! Updated 6th Edition Looking to get your CDL and start a new and profitable career? REA can
get you headed in the right direction! Commercial drivers are in high demand across the United
States, and a high score on the CDL vastly improves your chances for landing the job you want. This
updated sixth edition of our top-selling test prep offers complete preparation for both the bus and
truck driver licensing exams. Based on the current CDL exams, REA’s Commercial Driver's License
test prep focuses on what you need to know. Easy-to-follow review chapters cover all the topics
tested on the exams, including: · General Knowledge · Passenger Transport · Combination Vehicles ·
Hazardous Materials · Tankers · Doubles/Triples · School Bus · Air Brakes · Metal Coil Checklists,
diagrams, and definitions of must-know terms help reinforce your knowledge and skills as you study.
This complete CDL test prep package features the latest information on the testing and licensing
requirements in all 50 states. Learn the facts about the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act, Rules,
and Licensing, so you’ll be well informed on the rules of the road. The book contains 9 practice tests
that cover the entire scope of the CDL exams. Each practice test comes complete with detailed
answer explanations. Unlike other test preps, we don’t just say which answers are right, we explain
why the other choices are wrong, giving you the context and confidence that will give you a valuable
edge on test day. REA’s CDL test prep is a must for anyone preparing for this career-building exam!
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: This Insert Contains the Information for a CDL
Applicant to Successfully Complete a Pre-trip Inspection and Basic Control Skills Exam on Or After
September 1, 2024 , 2024
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: CDL Study Guide: Double/Triple Trailers Endorsement
CDL Digest, This CDL practice test study guide contains information for the Double/Triple Trailers
Endorsement. Double/Triple Trailers Endorsement written exam practice test questions and
answers.
  cdl pre trip inspection checklist pdf: The CDL Exam Book Jeff Mills, 2020-09 Jeff Mills is at
it again with a proven way to help those who are interested in learning how to pass the commercial
drivers license written exam throughout the United States of America. With this book, The CDL
BOOK CLUB does not want you to negate the commercial drivers license manual. This book is to
assist you with getting CDLMINDED! We suggest that you also purchase The Greatest Pre-Trip



Inspection Book because we guarantee success on your Pre-Trip Inspection if you stick to the script.
THECDLBOOKCLUB.COM appreciate your support and if you have any questions or concerns please
let us know by sending us an email to Cdlminded@gmail.com or calling 240-581-2452.
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