hayward dreamline sand filter

Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter: An In-Depth Guide to Its Features, Operation,
and Maintenance

The Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter stands out as a premier choice among pool
owners seeking efficient, reliable, and easy-to-maintain filtration systems.
Designed to deliver crystal-clear water and optimal circulation, this sand
filter integrates advanced technology with user-friendly features to meet the
diverse needs of residential and commercial pools alike. Whether you're a
seasoned pool professional or a new owner, understanding the key aspects of
the Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter can help you make informed decisions and
ensure your pool remains inviting and safe for swimmers.

Overview of the Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter
What Is a Sand Filter?

A sand filter is a type of filtration system that uses specially graded sand
as the filtering medium. Water is pumped through the sand, which traps dirt,
debris, algae, and other impurities, resulting in clean, clear pool water.
Sand filters are valued for their durability, affordability, and
straightforward operation.

Features and Benefits of the Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter

The Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter offers several features designed to enhance
performance and ease of use:

- High-Flow Rate: Capable of handling large volumes of water efficiently to
ensure proper circulation.

- Durable Construction: Made with corrosion-proof materials suitable for
outdoor environments.

- Multi-Directional Backwash: Simplifies cleaning by allowing backwashing
from multiple directions.

- Large Capacity: Suitable for various pool sizes, from small residential
pools to larger commercial setups.

- User-Friendly Design: Easy to operate with intuitive controls and minimal
maintenance requirements.

- Low Energy Consumption: Designed to optimize flow and reduce energy costs
over time.

Technical Specifications and Types

Types of Hayward Dreamline Sand Filters



The Dreamline series includes several models tailored for different pool
sizes and usage scenarios:

- DLS Series: Compact units suitable for small to medium residential pools.
- DLSX Series: Larger capacity filters designed for bigger pools or
commercial applications.

- DLS Pro Series: Features advanced features such as multi-port valves and
enhanced flow rates.

Key Technical Specifications
While specifics vary across models, typical specifications include:

- Flow Rate: Ranges from 30 GPM (gallons per minute) to over 100 GPM.

- Sand Capacity: Usually between 50 and 150 pounds of sand, depending on the
model.

- Pressure Rating: Designed to operate at pressures up to 50 psi.

- Size and Dimensions: Vary to accommodate different installation spaces and
pool sizes.

Installation Process
Preparing for Installation
Before installing the Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter:

- Verify compatibility with your pool’s plumbing.

- Ensure the area is level and supports the weight of the filter.

- Gather necessary tools and accessories, including piping, clamps, and
sealants.

Step-by-Step Installation Guide

1. Position the Unit: Place the filter on a stable, level surface near the
pump and pool.

2. Connect the Inlet and Outlet: Use appropriate PVC pipes to connect the
pool’s return line to the filter’s inlet, and the pump’s suction line to the
outlet.

3. Secure Connections: Tighten all fittings to prevent leaks.

4. Add Sand: Fill the filter with the specified amount of silica sand,
ensuring no contaminants are introduced.

5. Check for Leaks: Run the pump at low speed initially to verify all
connections are secure.

6. Prime the System: Ensure the system is filled and air is purged before
full operation.

Safety Tips

- Turn off power before working on the system.



- Wear protective gear when handling sand.
- Follow manufacturer instructions precisely for optimal safety and
performance.

Operating the Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter
Starting Up

- Turn on the pump and set it to the desired filtration cycle.
- Use the multi-port valve to select the appropriate setting: Filter,
Backwash, Rinse, Waste, or Closed.

Regular Operation

- Monitor pressure gauges regularly.
- Maintain proper flow rates as specified in the user manual.
- Keep debris baskets clean to prevent pump strain.

Backwashing Procedure
Backwashing is essential for maintaining filter efficiency:

1. Turn off the pump.

2. Set the multi-port valve to “Backwash.”

3. Turn the pump back on and run for 2-3 minutes, or until water in the sight
glass runs clear.

4. Turn off the pump.

5. Set the valve to “Rinse” and run for about 30 seconds.

6. Return to “Filter” setting for normal operation.

Maintenance and Troubleshooting
Routine Maintenance Tasks

- Sand Replacement: Typically every 3-5 years, depending on usage.

- Cleaning the Valve and Fittings: Periodically check for leaks and clean as
necessary.

- Inspecting Pressure Gauges: Replace if readings are inconsistent or if
pressure is abnormally high.

Common Problems and Solutions
| Issue | Possible Cause | Solution |
| Low flow or pressure | Clogged sand or debris buildup | Backwash or replace

sand if necessary |
| High pressure | Blocked or dirty filter | Backwash or clean the filter |



| Leaks | Loose fittings or damaged seals | Tighten fittings or replace seals

| Sand in pool | Ripped lateral or damaged laterals | Repair or replace
filter internals |

Tips for Prolonging Filter Life

- Regularly backwash and rinse the filter.

- Avoid using harsh chemicals that can degrade the sand.

- Maintain proper water chemistry to prevent algae and mineral buildup.
- Schedule professional inspections periodically.

Upgrading and Compatibility
When to Upgrade

- If the filter system is consistently underperforming despite maintenance.
- When expanding the pool or increasing water turnover requirements.
- If internal components are worn or damaged.

Compatibility Considerations
- Ensure the pump flow rate matches the filter’s specifications.

- Use compatible piping sizes and fittings.
- Select the appropriate model based on pool volume and usage.

Comparing Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter with Other Filtration Options
Sand Filter vs. Cartridge Filter
| Aspect | Sand Filter | Cartridge Filter |

| Maintenance | Backwashing required | Cartridge cleaning |

| Filtration Efficiency | Good for larger particles | Captures smaller
particles |

| Cost | Generally lower initial cost | Usually higher cost |

| Longevity | Sand lasts several years | Cartridges need replacement
periodically |

Sand Filter vs. DE (Diatomaceous Earth) Filter
| Aspect | Sand Filter | DE Filter |
| Filtration | Less fine filtration | Very fine filtration |

| Complexity | Simpler design | More complex and maintenance-intensive
| Cost | More affordable | More expensive |



Why Choose Hayward Dreamline?

- Reliability backed by Hayward’s reputation.

- Ease of operation and maintenance.

- Suitable for various pool sizes and types.

- Durable construction designed for outdoor use.

Conclusion

The Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter is a robust, efficient, and user-friendly
solution for maintaining clean and healthy pool water. Its advanced features,
durable build, and ease of operation make it a preferred choice for both
residential and commercial pools. Proper installation, regular maintenance,
and understanding of its operation are essential to maximize its lifespan and
ensure optimal performance. Whether you are upgrading an existing system or
installing a new filtration setup, the Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter offers a
reliable and cost-effective way to enjoy crystal-clear pool water season
after season.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the Hayward DreamLine
Sand Filter?

The Hayward DreamLine Sand Filter features a high-capacity design, durable
construction with corrosion-proof materials, efficient backwash systems, and
easy-to-use multi-port valves for optimal pool water filtration.

How does the Hayward DreamLine Sand Filter compare
to traditional sand filters?

The DreamLine Sand Filter offers enhanced durability, improved flow rates,
and easier maintenance compared to traditional sand filters, making it a
popular choice for both residential and commercial pools.

What is the recommended sand type and amount for the
Hayward DreamLine Sand Filter?

Use high-quality, clean 20 silica sand, filling the filter to the
manufacturer’s specified level, typically about 50 pounds of sand for
standard models, to ensure optimal filtration performance.



How often should I backwash the Hayward DreamLine
Sand Filter?

Backwash the filter when the pressure gauge reads 8-10 psi above the normal
operating pressure, typically every 3-4 weeks, to maintain efficient
filtration.

Can the Hayward DreamLine Sand Filter be used for
saltwater pools?

Yes, the DreamLine Sand Filter is compatible with saltwater pools, but it's
important to ensure all components are rated for saltwater use to prevent
corrosion and ensure longevity.

What maintenance tips are recommended for the
Hayward DreamLine Sand Filter?

Regularly check and replace the sand every 5 years, clean the multi-port
valve, monitor pressure levels, and perform annual inspections to keep the
filter operating efficiently.

Where can I purchase genuine Hayward DreamLine Sand
Filters and accessories?

Genuine Hayward DreamLine Sand Filters and accessories are available through
authorized pool supply retailers, online stores, and directly from Hayward’s
official website.

Additional Resources

Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter is widely recognized as a top-tier choice for
pool owners seeking efficient and reliable water filtration. Renowned for its
durability, ease of use, and exceptional filtering capabilities, the
Dreamline Sand Filter has established itself as a staple in many residential
and commercial swimming pools. Whether you are a seasoned pool owner or a
newcomer looking to upgrade your current filtration system, understanding the
features, benefits, and potential drawbacks of the Hayward Dreamline Sand
Filter can help you make an informed decision to ensure crystal-clear water
and a hassle-free swimming experience.

Introduction to the Hayward Dreamline Sand



Filter

The Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter is a robust and high-performance filtration
system designed to keep pool water clean, clear, and healthy. It utilizes
traditional sand filtration technology but with enhancements that improve
efficiency, ease of maintenance, and durability. Its sleek, modern design
complements any pool setup, making it a popular choice for both residential
pools and larger commercial installations.

This filter system is engineered to provide superior water clarity by
effectively trapping dirt, debris, algae, and other contaminants. Its
innovative features and solid construction make it a reliable investment for
pool owners aiming for minimal maintenance and maximum performance.

Design and Build Quality

Material and Construction

The Dreamline Sand Filter boasts a high-impact, corrosion-resistant tank made
from durable plastic or fiberglass-reinforced materials, ensuring longevity
even in harsh outdoor environments. The tank's design emphasizes strength and
stability, resisting cracking and deformation over time. The laterals and
internal components are crafted from resilient plastics, further enhancing
the lifespan of the filter.

Design Features

- Sleek, modern aesthetic: The filter’s streamlined design fits well into
contemporary pool setups.

- Large capacity: Available in different sizes, the filter accommodates
various pool sizes, with larger units suitable for commercial applications.
- Easy access: The multi-port valve is ergonomically designed for effortless
operation and maintenance.

Filtration Technology and Performance



Sand Filtration Mechanism

The Dreamline Sand Filter uses a bed of specially graded sand to trap
particles as water passes through. The size of the sand grains is critical -
typically 20 to 40 mesh — optimized for capturing debris down to 20 microns
in size. The system relies on backwashing to clean the sand bed periodically,
flushing out accumulated dirt and debris.

Filtration Efficiency

- Capable of removing dirt, algae, and organic contaminants, providing clear,
sparkling water.

- Suitable for pools up to a certain size, depending on the model.

- The filter'’s large surface area ensures high flow rates with minimal
pressure loss, promoting efficient filtration cycles.

Flow Rate and Pressure

The Dreamline Sand Filter is designed to handle substantial flow rates,
reducing the need for frequent backwashing. Its pressure gauge helps monitor
system performance, alerting users when backwashing is necessary. Maintaining
optimal pressure ensures the filter operates at peak efficiency and prolongs
its lifespan.

Ease of Installation and Operation

Installation Process

Installing the Dreamline Sand Filter is straightforward for those with basic
plumbing knowledge. The system comes with detailed instructions, and pre-
drilled ports facilitate connection to existing pool plumbing. It can be
installed above ground or in-ground, depending on your pool setup.

Operational Features

- Multi-port valve: Offers multiple settings—filter, backwash, rinse, waste,
closed, and recirculate-making operation flexible and simple.

- User-friendly controls: The large, easy-to-turn handle ensures smooth
switching between modes.

- Clear pressure gauge: Enables quick assessment of the system’s status and
when maintenance is needed.



Maintenance and Longevity

Routine Maintenance

- Backwashing: Regular backwashing (typically every few weeks or when
pressure increases 8-10 psi above normal) to clean the sand bed.

- Sand replacement: The sand should be replaced every 3-5 years to maintain
filtration efficiency.

- Inspection: Periodic checking of internal components and seals for wear and
tear.

Ease of Maintenance

- The large, accessible lid makes cleaning and sand replacement
straightforward.

- Clear instructions and durable materials reduce the frequency of repairs.
- The system’s robust construction minimizes downtime, ensuring your pool
water remains pristine with minimal effort.

Longevity

With proper maintenance, the Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter can last over a
decade, providing consistent performance and value for money.

Pros and Cons

Pros

- Durable construction: Built to withstand outdoor elements and heavy usage.
- Excellent filtration: Capable of trapping fine particles for clear water.
- Ease of operation: Multi-port valve simplifies switching modes.

- Low maintenance: Sand replacement required only every few years.

- Versatile installation: Suitable for various pool sizes and types.

- Aesthetically pleasing design: Sleek look complements modern pool setups.
- Energy-efficient: Designed to operate with minimal pressure loss, reducing
energy costs.

Cons

- Sand replacement costs: Over time, the expense of replacing sand can add
up.



- Backwashing water usage: Periodic backwashing consumes considerable water,
which may be a concern in drought-prone areas.

- Size considerations: Larger models may require more space and higher
initial investment.

- Limited filtration for very fine particles: Does not filter out particles
smaller than 20 microns; additional filtration methods may be needed for
optimal clarity.

- Initial setup: Proper installation requires some plumbing knowledge or
professional assistance.

Comparative Analysis with Other Filters

While cartridge and DE (diatomaceous earth) filters are popular alternatives,
the Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter offers a unique balance of cost,
durability, and ease of maintenance. Unlike cartridge filters, sand filters
generally have lower ongoing costs and are easier to clean, although they may
require more frequent backwashing. Compared to DE filters, sand filters are
less effective at filtering very fine particles but are more straightforward
and safer to operate.

Customer Feedback and Reviews

Most users appreciate the Dreamline Sand Filter for its reliability and
straightforward operation. Many highlight its durable build and ease of
cleaning as major advantages. Some users have noted that regular maintenance,
especially sand replacement, is necessary to keep performance optimal.
Overall, the consensus is that the filter provides excellent value for both
residential and commercial pools.

Final Verdict

The Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter stands out as a dependable, efficient
filtration solution that balances performance with ease of use. Its durable
construction, effective filtration, and user-friendly features make it a
worthwhile investment for pool owners seeking clear, healthy water without
the hassle of complex maintenance routines. While it may require periodic
sand replacement and water for backwashing, these are minor trade-offs
considering its long-term benefits. Whether for small residential pools or



larger commercial setups, the Dreamline Sand Filter offers versatility,
durability, and peace of mind.

In conclusion, if you prioritize durability, ease of operation, and reliable
filtration, the Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter deserves serious consideration.
Proper maintenance and installation will ensure it continues to deliver
sparkling clean water season after season, making your pool experience more
enjoyable and less stressful.

Hayward Dreamline Sand Filter

hayward dreamline sand filter: How to Clean and Service Your HAYWARD Pool Filter Stan
BLAKENEY, 2020-04-24 This book will show you how to completely disassemble, clean, inspect,
reassemble, and service your Hayward D.E. Seris Pool Filter.
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