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Creating effective Independent Functioning IEP Goals is crucial for students with disabilities to foster
autonomy, develop essential life skills, and prepare for successful adulthood. An IEP, or Individualized
Education Program, serves as a personalized plan that guides educational strategies tailored to a student's
unique needs. When it comes to fostering independence, well-crafted IEP goals focusing on independent
functioning are vital components that help students gain confidence, self-management skills, and practical
abilities necessary for daily living.

This article provides a comprehensive guide on developing, implementing, and accessing independent functioning IEP
goals PDF resources, ensuring educators, parents, and related service providers can collaborate effectively
to support student independence.

---

Understanding Independent Functioning in the Context of IEP Goals

What is Independent Functioning?
Independent functioning refers to a student's ability to perform daily tasks and skills necessary for personal,
social, and community life without excessive adult support. These skills include self-care, organization, time
management, decision-making, and social interactions.

Why Are Independent Functioning Goals Important?
- Promotes Self-Sufficiency: Helps students manage their daily routines.
- Builds Confidence: Empowers students to take control over their lives.
- Prepares for Transition: Facilitates smooth movement from school to adulthood.
- Enhances Quality of Life: Improves overall well-being and participation in community activities.

---

Key Components of Effective Independent Functioning IEP Goals

Creating meaningful IEP goals involves clarity, measurability, and relevance. The following components are
essential:

Specificity: Clearly define the skill or behavior.

Measurable Criteria: Establish criteria to assess progress.

Achievability: Set realistic expectations based on the student's current abilities.

Relevance: Ensure goals align with the student's needs and future aspirations.

Time Frame: Specify the period for achieving the goal, typically one year.



---

Examples of Independent Functioning IEP Goals

Academic and Daily Living Skills
- The student will independently complete a morning routine (e.g., brushing teeth, dressing) with 80% accuracy
by the end of the school year.
- The student will organize personal materials (e.g., backpack, notebooks) daily with minimal prompts.

Self-Management and Decision-Making
- The student will identify appropriate responses in social situations with 90% accuracy during role-play
activities.
- The student will utilize a planner to track assignments and appointments with 85% accuracy over a three-
month period.

Community and Personal Safety
- The student will demonstrate safe crossing at crosswalks and use public transportation independently in
community outings.
- The student will identify and practice emergency procedures (e.g., fire drills) correctly in 4 out of 5 trials.

---

Creating a PDF of Independent Functioning IEP Goals

Having a well-organized and accessible PDF document of IEP goals is essential for effective planning, sharing,
and progress monitoring. Here are steps and tips for creating an independent functioning IEP goals PDF:

Step 1: Gather Relevant Information
- Student's current assessment data.
- Observations from teachers, parents, and related service providers.
- Student's preferences and interests.
- Transition planning needs.

Step 2: Draft Clear and Measurable Goals
- Use action-oriented language.
- Incorporate benchmarks and short-term objectives.
- Ensure goals are tailored to the student's developmental level.

Step 3: Use a Standardized Format
- Include sections for goal description, criteria, methods of assessment, and duration.
- Use tables or templates for consistency and clarity.



Step 4: Convert to PDF Format
- Utilize document editors like Microsoft Word or Google Docs.
- Save or export the document as a PDF to ensure formatting remains consistent and accessible.

Step 5: Share and Collaborate
- Distribute the PDF to team members.
- Use digital platforms for updates and progress tracking.

---

Benefits of Using a PDF for IEP Goals

- Accessibility: PDF files are easily shared across devices and platforms.
- Security: Can be password protected to maintain confidentiality.
- Consistency: Preserves formatting, ensuring everyone views the same content.
- Ease of Updating: Simple to revise and save new versions as needed.

---

Resources for Independent Functioning IEP Goals PDF Templates

Here are some valuable resources where educators and parents can find or create PDFs for independent
functioning IEP goals:

Wrightslaw — Offers sample goals and templates.

Understood — Provides practical guides and printable goal templates.

TeacherVision — Features customizable IEP goal templates in PDF format.

Customizable tools available on platforms like Canva or Google Docs, which can be exported as PDFs.

---

Tips for Developing Effective Independent Functioning IEP Goals

- Focus on Functional Skills: Target skills that are meaningful for daily independence.
- Involve the Student: Encourage self-advocacy and input into goal setting.
- Collaborate with the Team: Teachers, therapists, and parents should work together to ensure goals are
comprehensive.
- Monitor Progress Regularly: Use data collection to adjust goals as needed.
- Incorporate Transition Planning: Connect goals to post-secondary outcomes.

---

https://www.wrightslaw.com/
https://www.understood.org/
https://www.teachervision.com/


Conclusion

Developing a comprehensive independent functioning IEP goals PDF is a vital step in promoting student
independence and preparing learners for real-world challenges. By understanding the components of effective
goals, utilizing resources for templates, and ensuring consistent documentation, educators and families can
work collaboratively to support meaningful growth in students' daily lives.

Remember, the ultimate goal of these IEP goals is to empower students to become confident, self-reliant
individuals capable of managing their personal and community responsibilities. Regular review, data collection,
and goal adjustment are essential to ensure progress and success.

---

Empower your students today by crafting clear, actionable, and personalized independent functioning IEP goals
documented in accessible PDF formats—making the journey toward independence structured, measurable, and
achievable.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common independent functioning IEP goals for high school
students?

Common independent functioning IEP goals for high school students include skills like managing personal hygiene,
preparing simple meals, using public transportation, budgeting money, and maintaining a schedule. These goals aim
to prepare students for post-secondary independence.

Where can I find example PDFs of independent functioning IEP goals?

You can find example PDFs of independent functioning IEP goals on special education resource websites, state
education department pages, and organizations like Understood.org or the Council for Exceptional Children.
Many of these sites offer downloadable sample goals to guide IEP development.

How do I create measurable independent functioning IEP goals in a PDF
format?

To create measurable independent functioning IEP goals in a PDF, start by identifying specific skills to target,
ensure goals are SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound), and use clear, concise
language. Use a template or goal bank available online, then save or export your document as a PDF for easy
sharing and record-keeping.

Are there any free templates available for independent functioning IEP goals
PDF?

Yes, there are free templates available online through special education websites, advocacy organizations, and
educational resource platforms. These templates often include sections for goal description, criteria for
mastery, and progress monitoring, making it easier to develop comprehensive IEP goals.

What should be included in an independent functioning IEP goal PDF to ensure
clarity and effectiveness?

An effective independent functioning IEP goal PDF should include a clear goal statement, specific objectives or



benchmarks, criteria for mastery, assessment methods, timelines, and the responsible personnel. Including progress
tracking sections can also help monitor student development over time.

Additional Resources
Independent Functioning IEP Goals PDF: An In-Depth Analysis of Its Role in Special Education Planning

In the landscape of special education, Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals serve as critical
benchmarks tailored to meet the unique needs of each student with disabilities. Among the various objectives set
within IEPs, fostering independent functioning stands out as a fundamental aim that promotes self-sufficiency,
life skills, and long-term success. The availability of a independent functioning IEP goals PDF has become a
valuable resource for educators, parents, and specialists striving to craft precise, measurable, and achievable
objectives. This article aims to explore the significance, development, and effective utilization of independent
functioning goals within IEPs, emphasizing the practical benefits of accessible PDF templates designed for this
purpose.

---

Understanding Independent Functioning in the Context of IEPs

Defining Independent Functioning
Independent functioning refers to a student's ability to perform daily activities and life skills without
excessive adult assistance. It encompasses a broad spectrum of skills necessary for autonomous living, social
participation, and academic achievement. These skills include, but are not limited to:

- Personal hygiene and self-care
- Time management and organization
- Decision-making and problem-solving
- Communication and social interaction
- Transportation and community navigation
- Money management and financial literacy
- Safety awareness and emergency response

Why Is Independent Functioning a Priority?
Fostering independent functioning is central to transition planning for students with disabilities. It aligns with
the broader goals of fostering self-determination and preparing students for post-secondary life, whether that
be further education, employment, or independent living. Effective IEP goals targeting these skills can lead to
increased confidence, improved quality of life, and reduced reliance on support services.

---

The Role of IEP Goals in Promoting Independence

Characteristics of Effective Independent Functioning Goals
For IEP goals to be impactful, they must adhere to the SMART criteria—Specific, Measurable, Achievable,
Relevant, and Time-bound. When focusing on independence, these goals should clearly define the skill, context,



and criteria for mastery. Examples include:

- "By the end of the semester, the student will independently select appropriate clothing for the weather with 4
out of 5 observations."
- "Within three months, the student will use a public bus route to travel to a community location with
minimal prompts."

Components of a Well-Structured Independent Functioning Goal
A comprehensive IEP goal targeting independent functioning typically includes:
- Skill Description: What the student will do.
- Condition: The circumstances or environment in which the skill will be demonstrated.
- Criterion: The level of performance required for mastery.
- Timeline: The period in which the goal is to be achieved.

Example:
Goal: "The student will independently prepare a simple snack (e.g., sandwich, fruit) in the classroom kitchen
during scheduled activity times with 90% accuracy over three consecutive weeks."

---

Developing and Using an Independent Functioning IEP Goals PDF

The Value of a PDF Template
PDF templates serve as standardized, accessible tools that streamline the process of developing, documenting,
and reviewing IEP goals. They promote consistency, clarity, and compliance with legal and educational
standards. An independent functioning IEP goals PDF can include pre-designed sections, prompts, and checklists
to assist educators and teams in crafting effective goals.

Key Features of an Effective PDF Goals Template
- Editable Fields: To customize goals for individual students.
- Guidance Prompts: Suggestions for specific skills and measurable criteria.
- Sample Goals: Examples relevant to various age groups and disabilities.
- Progress Monitoring Sections: To track achievement over time.
- Attachments or Resource Links: For strategies, assessments, and instructional materials.

Sample Sections in an Independent Functioning Goals PDF
- Student Profile and Needs Assessment
- Targeted Skills and Objectives
- Conditions and Supports
- Performance Criteria and Benchmarks
- Review and Revision Dates

Example excerpt from a PDF template:
| Skill Area | Goal Description | Conditions | Criteria | Timeline | Progress Notes |
|-------------|-------------------|------------|----------|----------|----------------|
| Personal Care | Student will independently brush teeth after breakfast | During morning routine in classroom |
Completes brushing with minimal prompts in 4 out of 5 days | 3 months | [space for updates] |



---

Implementing and Monitoring Independent Functioning Goals

Collaborative Approach
Developing effective goals requires input from a multidisciplinary team, including special educators, speech-
language pathologists, occupational therapists, parents, and the students themselves. Collaboration ensures
that goals are realistic, relevant, and tailored to the student's abilities and aspirations.

Strategies for Teaching Independence
- Task Analysis: Breaking skills into smaller, teachable steps.
- Modeling and Demonstration: Showing how to perform tasks.
- Guided Practice: Providing support while the student practices.
- Fading Supports: Gradually reducing assistance as competence increases.
- Use of Visual Aids and Checklists: To promote self-monitoring.

Assessing Progress
Regular data collection is essential. Educators should record performance metrics, note challenges, and
adjust strategies as needed. A PDF template can facilitate this process by including sections for ongoing data
entry and review.

---

Challenges and Considerations in Utilizing PDF Goals for
Independence

Ensuring Customization and Relevance
While templates provide structure, they must be adapted to individual student needs. Over-reliance on generic
goals can lead to goals that are either too easy or too difficult. Effective use of PDFs involves thoughtful
customization.

Legal and Compliance Aspects
Goals must comply with IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) standards and state regulations.
PDFs should include language that aligns with legal requirements, such as clear performance criteria and
measurable objectives.

Limitations of PDF Templates
- May lack flexibility for complex or unique needs.
- Risk of becoming a "fill-in-the-blank" exercise without meaningful reflection.
- Need for ongoing professional development in goal writing and assessment.



---

Conclusion: The Significance of Accessible Resources for Developing
Independent Functioning Goals

The availability of a comprehensive independent functioning IEP goals PDF empowers educators and teams to
design targeted, measurable, and achievable objectives that promote self-sufficiency among students with
disabilities. These resources streamline planning, facilitate consistency, and support data-driven decision-
making. However, their effectiveness hinges on thoughtful customization, collaborative input, and ongoing
monitoring.

As the field of special education continues to evolve, maintaining a focus on student independence remains
paramount. Well-constructed goals, supported by accessible PDF templates, serve as vital tools in guiding
students toward greater autonomy and success in everyday life. Future developments may include interactive
digital templates, integration with data tracking systems, and tailored guidance to address diverse
needs—further enhancing the capacity of educators to foster independence in every learner.

---

References and Resources

- Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
- Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) Standards
- State Department of Education Guidelines
- Sample Independent Functioning Goals PDF Templates (available online)
- Professional Development Modules on Goal Writing and Data Collection

---

Final Thoughts

In the pursuit of educational excellence for students with disabilities, the strategic development of independent
functioning IEP goals PDF resources plays a crucial role. By providing a structured yet adaptable framework,
these tools help ensure that goals are meaningful, measurable, and aligned with each student's aspirations for
independence. Ongoing research, professional growth, and technological innovation will continue to shape how
these resources support effective special education practices in the years to come.
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  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Introduction to Pathology for the Physical Therapist
Assistant Jahangir Moini, 2013
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Teaching Students with Moderate and Severe
Disabilities Diane M. Browder, Fred Spooner, 2011-07-06 This book has been replaced by Teaching
Students with Moderate and Severe Disabilities, Second Edition, 978-1-4625-4238-3.
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: The School Services Sourcebook, Second Edition
Cynthia Franklin, Mary Beth Harris, Paula Allen-Meares, 2013-01-31 A state-of-the-art revision of
the sourcebook that is a must-have for all school-based social workers, counselors, and mental
health professionals.
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Special Education Law Annual Review 2021
David F. Bateman, Mitchell L. Yell, Kevin P. Brady, 2022-11-02 This second installment of Special
Education Law Annual Review provides a comprehensive look at the most recent policies and

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-036/independent-functioning-iep-goals-pdf.pdf


procedure updates, guidelines, and changes in special education law, including cases heard by the
US Court of Appeals and policy letters issued by the US Department of Education in 2021. In
addition to online resources, this book includes relevant case studies based on the most recent
special education rulings.
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Watch, Listen, Ask, Learn Belinda Dunnick Karge,
2022-11-15 This is your comprehensive resource on providing effective special education services in
your school. Written for current and aspiring administrators and teacher leaders, the book offers
action items, case studies, and reproducible tools to help you stay in front of special education law,
know and support your learning services team, and ensure students with disabilities receive
equitable, inclusive education. This book will help district administrators, building leaders, and
general and special education teachers: Understand legal regulations and policy surrounding special
education Think ahead, be proactive, and set up supports for each student Discover a variety of
special education service delivery models and practices Know how to best support the
paraeducators, speech and language specialists, therapists, and other essential staff who comprise
their learning services team Build and sustain strong parent and community support Utilize an
effective MTSS model that includes academics, behavior, and mental health Embrace the challenge
to remain professional learners, whether they’re veteran educators or just starting out Contents:
Introduction Part 1: What Every Leader Should Know About Special Education Chapter 1: The Legal
Basics of Special Education Chapter 2: Service Delivery Models—Striving to Meet the Least
Restrictive Environment Part 2: How Effective Leaders Support Special Education Personnel
Chapter 3: Supporting and Mentoring Special Education Personnel Chapter 4: Supporting
Paraeducator Personnel Chapter 5: Collaborating With Related Services Personnel Part 3: Measure
Your Progress Toward Schoolwide Implementation of Support for All Chapter 6: Inclusive Education
Is Equitable Education—All Means All Chapter 7: Eleven Steps for Establishing an Inclusive School
Appendix A: At-a-Glance Review of IDEA (2004) Appendix B: Sample Learning Services Team
Referral Form Appendix C: A Sample Parent Notice of Learning Services Team Meeting Appendix D:
Student Response Form for Learning Services Team Appendix E: Learning Services Team Log Sheet
Appendix F: Learning Services Team Summary Form Appendix G: Sample Special Education
Referral References and Resources Index
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Inclusive Education : Practices and Challenges Dr.
Deepa Sikand Kauts, 2021-09-11 This book is an attempt to create awareness among practitioners
and to strengthen the focus on inclusion in their strategies and future plans for education and
highlight the areas that need particular attention to promote inclusive education and strengthen
policy development. With this, we would move a step further and look into the current research
trends in inclusive education as well as policy backdrops which provide us with the fair idea that
how this idea of equity pedagogy is being propagated in the national educational policies of our
country and further their translations in the Indian education realm. Papers compiled exhibit major
concerns, issues, challenges and various practices for ensuring inclusion and inclusive pedagogical
strategies for effective inclusive education. The researchers have also taken into account the social,
cultural and learning diversities and the factors that facilitate to spot and remove barriers to
learning and participation in education. It has the power to widen the scope of universal education
by promoting access to all learners and accelerating educational equity too. This book also focuses
on how stakeholders can contribute to the continuous growth of inclusive education and its
implications for society, communities, schools and classrooms as well to provide clarity on
theoretical and research perspectives to promote the integration of theory and practice of inclusive
education. The volume will be highly beneficial for teachers, parents, policymakers, administrators
and students who care about the needs of the learners and the development of an equitable
education system in our country.
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Strategies and Considerations for Educating the
Academically Gifted Neal, Tia, 2023-03-07 Within the discipline of special education is academically
gifted education, and this distinct area is not typically required as a topic of focus in traditional



teacher preparation programs for regular education teachers. Therefore, it is essential that current
research is conducted and published that provides educators, both general and special, with
resources that can assist them in providing gifted students with learning experiences tailored to
their individual needs. Strategies and Considerations for Educating the Academically Gifted provides
a complete overview of issues relevant to gifted education and contributes to the existing knowledge
in the field with the most up-to-date information to effect positive change and growth. Covering key
topics such as creativity, curriculum models, and assessment, this reference work is ideal for
administrators, policymakers, researchers, academicians, scholars, practitioners, instructors, and
students.
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Supporting Self-Regulated Learning and
Student Success in Online Courses Glick, Danny, Bergin, Jeff, Chang, Chi, 2023-03-07 Students
who self-regulate are more likely to improve their academic performance, find value in their learning
process, and continue to be effective lifelong learners. However, online students often struggle to
self-regulate, which may contribute to lower academic performance. Likewise, less experienced
online teachers who are in the process of implementing—or have implemented—a shift from
in-person to distance learning may struggle to enable their students to employ effective
self-regulation techniques. Supporting Self-Regulated Learning and Student Success in Online
Courses examines current theoretical frameworks, research projects, and empirical studies related
to the design, implementation, and evaluation of self-regulated learning models and interventions in
online courses and discusses their implications. Covering key topics such as online course design,
student retention, and learning support, this reference work is ideal for administrators,
policymakers, researchers, academicians, practitioners, scholars, instructors, and students.
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: National Millennium Development Goals , 2006
The new European Union member states are on their way to achieving nationally adapted
Millennium Development Goals, although some CIS countries suffer from the same levels of poverty
found in Africa and need the same level of assistance from the world community. This report says
that renewed commitment from governments and the international community is critical if Eastern
Europe and CIS countries (Albania; Armenia; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech
Republic; Estonia; Georgia; Hungary; Kazakhstan; Kosovo; Kyrgyzstan; Latvia; Lithuania; Malta;
Montenegro; Macedonia; Moldova; Poland; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Slovenia;
Tajikistan; Turkey; Turkmenistan; Ukraine; Uzbekistan), particularly in Central Asia, are to achieve
the MDGs by the global target of 2015. The report is intended to serve as a platform for integrating
the nationally adapted Millennium Development Goals into country-level poverty alleviation
frameworks.--Publisher's description.
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Health Care for People with Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities across the Lifespan I. Leslie Rubin, Joav Merrick, Donald E. Greydanus,
Dilip R. Patel, 2016-04-25 This book provides a broad overview of quality health care for people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). It focuses on providing the reader a practical
approach to dealing with the health and well-being of people with IDD in general terms as well as in
dealing with specific conditions. In addition, it offers the reader a perspective from many different
points of view in the health care delivery system as well as in different parts of the world. This is the
3rd , and much expanded edition, of a text that was first published in 1989 (Lea and Fibiger). The
second edition was published in 2006 (Paul Brookes) and has been used as a formal required text in
training programs for physicians, nurses and nurse practitioners as well as by administrators who
are responsible for programs serving people with IDD. This book is considered the “Bible” in the
field of health care for people with IDD since 1989 when the first edition came out.
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Journalist Safety and Self-Censorship Anna Grøndahl
Larsen, Ingrid Fadnes, Roy Krøvel, 2020-07-08 This book explores the relationship between the
safety of journalists and self-censorship practices around the world, including local case studies and
regional and international perspectives. Bringing together scholars and practitioners from around
the globe, Journalist Safety and Self-Censorship provides new and updated insights into patterns of



self-censorship and free speech, focusing on a variety of factors that affect these issues, including
surveillance, legislation, threats, violent conflict, gender-related stereotypes, digitisation and social
media. The contributions examine topics such as trauma, risk and self-censorship among journalists
in different regions of the world, including Central America, Estonia, Turkey, Uganda and Pakistan.
The book also provides conceptual clarity to the notion of journalist self-censorship, and explores the
question of how self-censorship may be studied empirically. Combining both theoretical and
practical knowledge, this collection serves as a much-needed resource for any academic, student of
journalism, practicing journalist, or NGO working on issues of journalism, safety, free speech and
censorship.
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Placing Children in Special Education National
Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Commission on
Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Committee on Child Development Research and
Public Policy, Panel on Selection and Placement of Students in Programs for the Mentally Retarded,
1982-02-01 The document contains the final report of a project to determine the factors that account
for disproportionate representation of minority students in special education programs, especially
programs for mentally retarded students; and to identify placement criteria for practices that do not
affect minority students disproportionately. Chapter 1 looks at six potential causes of
disproportionate placement of minorities in educable mentally retarded (EMR) programs: legal and
administrative requirements, characteristics of students, quality of the instruction received, possible
biases in the assessment process, characteristics of the home and family environment, and broader
historical and cultural contexts. Chapter 2 describes characteristics of EMR students, then reviews
the historical origins of special education in America with attention to the role of the standardized
intelligence test for identification and placement of mentally retarded students. A third chapter is
split into two sections--one on the issues surrounding the instruments that comprise a
comprehensive battery for assessing a child who is unable to learn normally in the classroom, and
the other on an ideal assessment process in which the comprehensive assessment would be
embedded. Chapter 4 considers the components of effective education programs for EMR students
and reviews three approaches to instruction (the separate class structure, the resource room, and
the teacher consultant model). A final chapter lists recommendations for improvements in special
education referral, assessment, and placement procedures and instructional practices. More than
half the document is comprised of six background papers with the following titles and authors:
Biological and Social Factors Contributing to Mild Mental Retardation (J. Shonkoff); Classifying
Mentally Retarded Students--A Review of Placement Practices in Special Education (W. Bickel);
Testing in Educational Placement--Issues and Evidence (J. Travers); Effects of Special Education
Placement on Educable Mentally Retarded Children (K. Heller); Some Potential Incentives of Special
Education Funding Practices (S. Magnetti); and Patterns in Special Education Placement as
Revealed by the OCR Survey (J. Finn). (SB)
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Cincinnati Magazine , 2003-04 Cincinnati Magazine
taps into the DNA of the city, exploring shopping, dining, living, and culture and giving readers a
ringside seat on the issues shaping the region.
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: The Special EDge , 2010
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Armor , 2005
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Encyclopedia of School Psychology Steven W.
Lee, 2005-04-27 The Encyclopedia of School Psychology is the first comprehensive guide to this
field, featuring the latest research on school learning, motivation, and educational assessment.
Approximately 250 entries by 175 contributing authors from psychology, education and counseling,
child development, and special education address student success, behavior disorders, intelligence
testing, learning disabilities, strategies to improve academic skills, and more. Key Features Entries
avoid jargon and technical detail in order to be accessible to a broad audience including university
professors of school psychology, college students, elementary and high school teachers and
administrators, school psychologists, and parents Some entries will include embedded timelines to



highlight the history and development of the field, which will be further highlighted by biographies
of key pioneering researchers Entries on controversial topics (e.g., I/Q and intelligence testing) will
include Point/Counterpoint boxes highlighting differing sides to issues that aren′t necessarily clear
cut Appendices will guide readers to additional resources and will also include comparative
statistical tables presenting information about student achievement, learning disorders, intelligence
scales, and commonly administered standardized tests
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: The IEP from A to Z Diane Twachtman-Cullen,
Jennifer Twachtman-Bassett, 2011-03-21 A truly comprehensive, teacher- and parent-friendly guide
to creating clear and effective IEPs With the skyrocketing diagnoses of ADHD, autism spectrum
disorders, and related conditions in U.S. schools, there is a growing need for information on creating
effective IEPs for exceptional students. The IEP From A to Z is a step-by-step guide showing
teachers and parents how to get the right education plan in place for students with ADHD,
Autism/Asperger's, Emotional/Behavioral Disturbance, and related conditions. Provides
easy-to-understand explanations of the special education process along with a wealth of sample
effective IEPs Explains what is most important for educators and parents to keep in mind during IEP
development Provides content area-specific sample goal and objective templates, general teaching
tips for maintaining the IEP, and useful resources From nationally recognized experts in the special
education field, this book guides readers through the process of writing thoughtful, intelligent
Individualized Education Plans that deliver high-quality, need-based educational programming to
exceptional students.
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: 101+ Measurable IEP Goals and Objectives for
Developing Executive Functions Chris De Feyter, 2015-03-02 101+ Measurable IEP Goals and
Objectives for Smart but Scattered Students assists educators in selecting and designing outcomes
for students who can benefit from developing executive functions such as: - Building Response
Inhibition; - Improving Emotional Control; - Strengthening Sustained Attention & Teaching Task
Initiation; - Promoting, Planning, and Prioritizing & Fostering Organization; - Cultivating
Metacognition. You may have read Smart but Scattered from Dawson and Guare and are interesting
in implementing some of their ideas and strategies in your student's individualized education or
learning plan. 101+ Measurable IEP Goals and Objectives for Developing Executive Functions will
not only help you select goals, but also guide you in making these goals fit with the needs of your
students.
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Writing Measurable Functional and Transition IEP
Goals , 2012-01-01 Setting and following goals in many different skill areasTransition goals are part
of the IEP for every student with multiple and/or significant disabilities and those with mild to
moderate developmental disabilities. These goals include social skills, communication,
transportation, leisure/recreation, self-care and housekeeping. Writing Measurable Functional and
Transition IEP Goals simplifies the process of developing these highly complex functional and
transition IEP goals.
  independent functioning iep goals pdf: Enhancing Recognition of High Quality,
Functional IEP Goals Anne Lucas, Kathi Gillaspy, Mary Louise Peters, Joicey Hurth, 2014 This
training activity was created to support participants' understanding of the criteria needed to develop
and write high quality, participation-based Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals. The term
functional is often used to describe what goals ought to be, yet many Early Childhood Special
Education (ECSE) staff (e.g., teachers and related services staff) struggle to define what makes a
goal functional. Still others struggle with making goals meet the criteria set forth in regulations, as
well as have meaning for families. Reviews of existing resources developed by national experts
provided a framework for considering IEP goals to determine if the goals are high quality and
support the child's participation in everyday routines and activities. The key to supporting the
development of high quality, participation-based goals is creating a clear and deliberate link
between every step of the IEP process, beginning with interactions with the family during initial
contacts and referral through the development of the IEP, and beyond. Critical to this process is the



fundamental belief that children learn best through their participation in everyday activities and
routines with familiar people. Also critical to this process are three important skills for providers: (1)
The ability to understand how to gather information from families throughout the process; (2) The
ability to conduct a functional assessment that gives a clear picture of the child's abilities and needs
in the child's natural, everyday settings, activities and routines, and; (3) The ability to use the
information to develop goals. Throughout the process of gathering information from families, special
attention should be paid to the information the family shares about what's working well for them, as
well as what is challenging. When paired with the ECSE staff's knowledge of early development and
functional assessment occurring in multiple situations and settings, and over time, information from
families provides all that is needed to develop high quality, participation based goals. Six key criteria
that define IEP Goals as high quality and participation based are detailed. An IEP goals rating
activity is outlined, and activity instructions are provided. An Alternate activity is also included.
Appendices include: (1) Criteria Defining High Quality, Participation-Based IEP Goals; (2) IEP Goal
Cards; (3) IEP Goals Placemat (4) Answer Key to Rating IEP Goals; (5) Worksheet for Rating IEP
Goals; and (6) References. [This training activity was written with support from Dathan Rush, M'Lisa
Shelden, Debbie Cate and Megan Vinh. ECTA Center is one of 45 centers in the Technical Assistance
and Dissemination Network (TA&D Network) funded by the Office of Special Education Programs
(OSEP).].
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