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Communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf is a vital
resource for healthcare professionals, educators, students, and anyone interested in understanding
and effectively discussing contemporary health topics. In an era where information spreads rapidly
across various media, the ability to communicate health issues clearly, accurately, and responsibly is
more important than ever. The 6th edition of this influential publication offers updated insights,
strategies, and frameworks to enhance health communication, making it an essential guide for
navigating complex health landscapes.

---

Understanding the Significance of Health
Communication

Effective communication about health issues influences individual behaviors, shapes public policy,
and fosters community well-being. The 6th edition of the book emphasizes the multifaceted nature of
health communication, exploring its role in disease prevention, health promotion, and addressing
health disparities.

Why is Health Communication Critical?

Informs and Educates: Provides accurate information to help individuals make informed
health choices.

Influences Behaviors: Shapes behaviors related to nutrition, exercise, vaccination, and
more.

Builds Trust: Establishes credibility between health providers and communities.

Fights Misinformation: Counteracts myths and false claims prevalent in digital media.

Advocates for Policy Change: Supports health policies by mobilizing public support through
effective messaging.

---



Key Topics Covered in the 6th Edition PDF

The 6th edition provides comprehensive coverage of current health issues and perspectives,
incorporating recent developments such as digital communication, social media influence, and
global health challenges.

Major Sections and Focus Areas

Foundations of Health Communication: Principles, theories, and models guiding effective1.
messaging.

Digital and Social Media: Harnessing online platforms for health promotion and education.2.

Health Disparities and Cultural Competence: Addressing inequalities and communicating3.
across diverse populations.

Risk Communication: Strategies for conveying risks associated with health threats like4.
pandemics.

Health Campaigns and Interventions: Designing and evaluating effective health5.
communication campaigns.

Emerging Challenges: Topics such as misinformation, vaccine hesitancy, and mental health.6.

---

Effective Strategies for Communicating About Current
Health Issues

Using insights from the 6th edition, professionals can adopt strategies that enhance understanding,
engagement, and positive health outcomes.

1. Know Your Audience
Understanding the demographic, cultural, and socioeconomic backgrounds of your audience is
crucial. Tailor messages to resonate with their values, beliefs, and language preferences.

2. Use Clear and Concise Language

Avoid jargon and technical terms unless necessary, and provide explanations when used.



Focus on key messages and reinforce them through repetition and summaries.

3. Incorporate Visual Aids

Graphs, charts, infographics, and videos can enhance comprehension.

Ensure visuals are culturally appropriate and accessible.

4. Leverage Digital Platforms

Utilize social media, websites, and apps to reach wider audiences.1.

Engage users through interactive content and feedback mechanisms.2.

5. Promote Two-Way Communication
Encourage dialogue to address concerns, answer questions, and dispel myths effectively.

6. Address Misinformation Proactively

Monitor common falsehoods circulating online.

Provide factual, evidence-based responses promptly.

---

Perspectives on Current Health Issues Explored in the
PDF

The 6th edition delves into various contemporary health challenges, emphasizing both scientific
understanding and communication approaches.



Global Pandemics and Infectious Diseases
The COVID-19 pandemic underscored the importance of transparent, timely communication. The
book discusses strategies for crisis communication, combating vaccine misinformation, and
promoting health behaviors during outbreaks.

Health Disparities and Equity
Addressing social determinants of health requires culturally competent messaging that respects
diverse backgrounds and overcomes language barriers. The edition emphasizes community
engagement and participatory communication models.

Mental Health Awareness
Stigma reduction and destigmatization are central themes. The book advocates for empathetic
communication and integrating mental health messages into broader health campaigns.

Chronic Disease Prevention
Promoting lifestyle changes involves motivational interviewing, storytelling, and peer education to
foster sustainable health behaviors.

Emerging Technologies and Digital Health
The use of telehealth, apps, and wearable devices provides new avenues for health communication.
The edition discusses ethical considerations, privacy concerns, and the importance of digital literacy.

---

Practical Applications and Resources from the PDF

The 6th edition PDF offers practical tools for health communicators, including templates, checklists,
and case studies.

Designing Effective Health Messages

Identify key messages based on audience needs.

Use persuasive storytelling and emotional appeals where appropriate.

Test messages with target groups before dissemination.



Evaluating Communication Campaigns

Set clear objectives and measurable outcomes.1.

Gather feedback through surveys, focus groups, or analytics.2.

Adjust strategies based on evaluation results for continuous improvement.3.

Case Studies and Best Practices
The PDF features real-world examples illustrating successful health communication initiatives, such
as anti-smoking campaigns, vaccination drives, and health literacy programs.

Additional Resources

Guidelines for culturally competent communication.

Checklists for crisis communication planning.

Links to reputable health information sources and tools.

---

Conclusion: Why Accessing the PDF Matters
The communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf serves as a
comprehensive reference for mastering the art and science of health communication. It combines
theoretical foundations with practical tools, ensuring that health professionals and advocates can
effectively inform, motivate, and engage diverse populations. In a rapidly evolving health landscape,
staying informed through such resources enables better decision-making, more impactful
campaigns, and ultimately, improved health outcomes for communities worldwide.

---

How to Access the PDF
To obtain the Communicating about Health: Current Issues and Perspectives, 6th Edition PDF,
consider the following options:



Visit academic and professional publisher websites offering digital copies for purchase or
download.

Check university or public library digital collections.

Explore educational platforms that provide authorized access for students and educators.

Ensure that your sources are legitimate to respect copyright laws and support authors’ work.

---

Final Thoughts
Mastering health communication is essential for addressing contemporary health challenges
effectively. The 6th edition PDF provides the knowledge, strategies, and resources necessary to
navigate these complexities. Whether you are a healthcare provider, public health official, educator,
or student, leveraging this material can enhance your ability to make a meaningful impact in health
promotion and disease prevention efforts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key updates in the 6th edition of
'Communicating About Health: Current Issues and
Perspectives' PDF?
The 6th edition includes the latest research on health communication strategies, new case studies on
digital media's role in health messaging, and updated perspectives on cultural competence and
health disparities.

How can I access the 'Communicating About Health' 6th
edition PDF legally?
You can access the PDF through academic libraries, authorized online bookstores, or official
publishers' websites that offer digital copies for purchase or subscription-based access.

What are common topics covered in the 6th edition of
'Communicating About Health'?
The book covers topics such as health communication theories, risk communication, health
campaigns, digital health communication, patient-provider communication, and health literacy.



Is the 6th edition of 'Communicating About Health' suitable
for undergraduate students?
Yes, it is designed to be accessible for undergraduate students while also providing in-depth insights
suitable for graduate-level coursework and professionals in health communication.

Are there any online resources or supplementary materials
available with the 6th edition PDF?
Yes, supplementary resources such as instructor guides, discussion questions, and case studies are
often available through the publisher's website or associated educational platforms.

How does the 6th edition address current health issues like
pandemics or misinformation?
The edition discusses the role of effective communication during health crises like COVID-19,
strategies to combat misinformation, and the importance of clear, culturally sensitive messaging in
public health.

Can I find reviews or summaries of the 6th edition PDF before
purchasing?
Yes, academic review sites, educational blogs, and university course pages often provide summaries
and reviews to help you understand the content before purchasing or accessing the PDF.

What skills does the 6th edition aim to develop in readers
regarding health communication?
It aims to develop skills such as crafting effective health messages, understanding audience
diversity, utilizing digital platforms for health promotion, and critically analyzing health
communication strategies.

Additional Resources
Communicating About Health Current Issues and Perspectives 6th Edition PDF: Navigating the
Complexities of Health Communication in a Dynamic World

In an era marked by rapid information exchange and global health challenges, effective
communication about health issues has become more critical than ever. The resource titled
Communicating About Health: Current Issues and Perspectives, 6th Edition PDF emerges as a
comprehensive guide for students, educators, healthcare professionals, and policymakers seeking to
understand the nuances and strategies of health communication. This article delves into the core
themes, relevance, and practical applications of the book, highlighting its significance in shaping
informed health dialogues in today’s interconnected society.

---



Understanding the Foundations of Health Communication

The Role of Health Communication in Society

Health communication is a multidisciplinary field that involves the creation, delivery, and analysis of
messages related to health. Its primary goal is to influence health behaviors, improve health literacy,
and promote health equity. In Communicating About Health: Current Issues and Perspectives, 6th
Edition, the authors explore how communication strategies can be tailored to diverse audiences,
considering cultural, social, and economic factors.

Effective health communication impacts various domains, including:

- Public health campaigns: Vaccination drives, smoking cessation, nutrition awareness.
- Patient-provider interactions: Enhancing understanding and shared decision-making.
- Health literacy: Equipping individuals with the skills to comprehend health information.
- Policy advocacy: Informing and shaping health policies through persuasive messaging.

Evolution of Health Communication Practice

The 6th edition emphasizes the evolution from traditional, one-way communication models to
interactive, participatory approaches. This shift acknowledges the role of digital media, social
networks, and community engagement in disseminating health information.

Key developments highlighted include:

- The rise of digital health communication, including social media, mobile apps, and telehealth.
- The importance of cultural competence in messaging.
- The integration of evidence-based strategies to counter misinformation.

---

Core Themes and Perspectives in the 6th Edition

Contemporary Issues Addressed

The book systematically covers pressing health topics, reflecting current global concerns:

- Vaccine Hesitancy: Understanding psychological and social factors influencing vaccination
attitudes.
- Health Disparities: Addressing inequities rooted in socioeconomic status, race, and geographic
location.
- Chronic Disease Management: Communicating complex information about diabetes, heart disease,
and mental health.
- Global Health Threats: Pandemic responses, antimicrobial resistance, and climate change impacts
on health.

Perspectives on Effective Communication Strategies

The authors emphasize a variety of strategies aligned with different contexts:

- Audience-Centered Approaches: Tailoring messages based on audience demographics, beliefs, and



literacy levels.
- Narrative and Storytelling: Using personal stories to foster empathy and engagement.
- Visual and Multimedia Tools: Leveraging infographics, videos, and social media platforms for
broader reach.
- Two-Way Communication: Encouraging dialogue to build trust and clarify misconceptions.

Practical Applications and Case Studies

Implementing Health Campaigns

The 6th edition provides detailed case studies illustrating successful health communication
campaigns. For example:

- The "Truth" Anti-Smoking Campaign: Utilizing youth-focused messaging and social media to reduce
smoking initiation.
- HIV/AIDS Awareness Initiatives: Engaging communities through culturally sensitive messaging to
promote testing and treatment.

Navigating Misinformation and Disinformation

In an age where misinformation spreads rapidly online, the book underscores the importance of:

- Fact-checking and source credibility.
- Proactive engagement to correct misconceptions.
- Building health literacy to empower individuals to discern accurate information.

Engaging Vulnerable Populations

The edition highlights strategies for reaching underserved groups, such as:

- Collaborating with community leaders.
- Using culturally appropriate language.
- Ensuring accessibility for individuals with disabilities or limited literacy.

---

The Role of Technology in Modern Health Communication

Digital Media and Social Networks

The 6th edition emphasizes the transformative role of technology:

- Social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram) as channels for health messaging.
- Mobile health apps to support behavior change and self-monitoring.
- Telehealth services enhancing access and communication quality.

Challenges and Opportunities

While technology offers vast opportunities, it also presents challenges:

- Information overload: Ensuring messages stand out amidst noise.



- Digital divide: Addressing disparities in technology access.
- Privacy concerns: Safeguarding patient information and consent.

The book advocates for integrating technological innovations thoughtfully, with attention to ethical
considerations and cultural appropriateness.

---

Critical Analysis and Future Directions

Ethical and Cultural Considerations

A recurring theme in the book is the ethical responsibility of health communicators. Respecting
individual autonomy, privacy, and cultural beliefs is paramount. The authors stress the importance
of:

- Avoiding fear-based messaging that may cause anxiety.
- Respecting diverse health beliefs and practices.
- Ensuring transparency and honesty.

Building Resilience Against Misinformation

As misinformation threatens public health efforts, the book encourages proactive strategies such as:

- Promoting media literacy education.
- Collaborating with trusted community figures.
- Developing rapid response systems for emerging health crises.

The Future of Health Communication

Looking ahead, the authors predict continued growth in digital and personalized communication.
Emerging trends include:

- Artificial intelligence and chatbots for tailored health advice.
- Data analytics to identify at-risk populations and customize messages.
- Virtual and augmented reality for immersive health education.

---

Accessibility and Resources

The Communicating About Health: Current Issues and Perspectives, 6th Edition PDF serves as an
accessible resource, allowing users to review content flexibly. Its digital format facilitates:

- Easy navigation through chapters.
- Integration of multimedia elements.
- Up-to-date references reflecting current research and practices.

For students and practitioners, the PDF offers a valuable tool for continuous learning and
application in real-world settings.



---

Conclusion

In a world where health information is abundant yet often inconsistent or misleading,
Communicating About Health: Current Issues and Perspectives, 6th Edition PDF stands out as an
essential guide for mastering the art and science of health communication. Its comprehensive
coverage of current issues, strategic frameworks, and practical case studies equips readers to
engage effectively with diverse audiences and navigate the complexities of health messaging. As
health challenges evolve, so too must our communication approaches—making resources like this
edition indispensable for fostering informed, empowered communities committed to health and well-
being.
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  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf:
Communicating about Health Athena DuPré, Barbara Cook Overton, 2020-06 Our goal in this
edition of Communicating About Health: Current Issues and Perspectives is to provide a manageable
way of understanding the complex array of factors (both new and longstanding) that affect health.
Along the way, we share the latest research and give voice to the stories of many different people.
We believe you will find this to be an insightful, rich, and thorough overview of health
communication. Our wish is that readers come away with a sophisticated knowledge of current
issues, a real-life appreciation of the human side of health care and advocacy, and practical
strategies for communicating more effectively and ethically about health--
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf: Listening
Debra Worthington, Margaret Fitch-Hauser, 2015-09-21 Listening explores the process and role of
listening in human communication as a cognitive process, as a social function, and as a critical
professional competency. While introducing students the theory and research of listening
scholarship, Worthington and Fitch-Hauser also help students to build practical skills and achieve
the desired outcomes of effective listening.
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf:
Communicating about Health Athena du Pré, PH D Distinguished University Professor in the
Department of Communication Athena Du Pré, Barbara Cook Overton, 2020-06-25 Now in its sixh
edition, Communicating About Health: Current Issues and Perspectives continues to live up to its
long-standing reputation as the most dynamic and current exploration of health communication on
the market. The book offers rich, current research and in-depth analysis of the cultural, social, and
organizational issues that influence health communication and health advocacy. Communicating
About Health is an indispensable resource for readers seeking to improve their communication
abilities in fields related to health. This text explores health communication through the eyes of
patients, care providers, healthcare leaders, campaign designers, and more. Readers will learn how
culture, media, personal identity, technology, social networks, and other factors contribute to health
and healing. Visit www.oup.com/he/dupre-6e for access to a wealth of digital resources for both
instructors and students.
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf: Listening
Debra L. Worthington, Margaret E. Fitch-Hauser, 2018-01-09 Listening: Processes, Functions, and
Competency, Second Edition explores the role of listening as an essential element in human
communication. The book addresses listening as a cognitive process, as a social function, and as a
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critical professional competency. Blending theory with practical application, Listening builds
knowledge, insight, and skill to help the reader achieve the desired outcome of effective listening.
This second edition introduces listening as a goal-directed activity and has been expanded to include
a new chapter addressing listening in mediated contexts. Theory and research throughout the text
have been updated, and the final chapter covers new research methodologies and contexts,
including fMRI, aural architecture, and music.
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf: Genetic
Science and New Digital Technologies Tina Sikka, 2023-10-26 From health tracking to diet apps to
biohacking, technology is changing how we relate to our material, embodied selves. Drawing from a
range of disciplines and case studies, this volume looks at what makes these health and genetic
technologies unique and explores the representation, communication and internalization of health
knowledge. Showcasing how power and inequality are reflected and reproduced by these
technologies, discourses and practices, this book will be a go-to resource for scholars in science and
technology studies as well as those who study the intersection of race, gender, socio-economic
status, sexuality and health.
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf: Manual of
Dietetic Practice Joan Gandy, 2019-06-26 The authoritative guide for dietetic students and both
new and experienced dietitians – endorsed by the British Dietetic Association Now in its sixth
edition, the bestselling Manual of Dietetic Practice has been thoroughly revised and updated to
include the most recent developments and research on the topic. Published on behalf of the British
Dietetic Association, this comprehensive resource covers the entire dietetics curriculum, and is an
ideal reference text for healthcare professionals to develop their expertise and specialist skills in the
realm of dietetic practice. This important guide includes: The latest developments and scientific
evidence in the field New data on nutrition and health surveillance programs Revised and updated
evidence-based guidelines for dietetic practice An exploration of how Public Health England has
influenced the field Practical advice on public health interventions and monitoring A companion
website with helpful materials to support and develop learning Written for dietitians, clinical
nutritionists, and other healthcare professionals by leading dietitians and other professionals, the
Manual of Dietetic Practice continues to provide a crucial resource for experts and novices alike.
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf: Bulletin of
the Atomic Scientists , 1955-04 The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource
on scientific and technological developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan
Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic Doomsday Clock stimulates solutions for a safer world.
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf: Yearbook
of International Organizations 2004/2005 Union of International Associations, 2004
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf: Health
Communication in the 21st Century Kevin B. Wright, Lisa Sparks, H. Dan O'Hair, 2012-11-05 This
popular and engaging text on health communication is now revised and updated in a second edition
that incorporates recent research and boasts new material on topics such as crisis communication,
social disparities in health, and systemic reform. Fully revised second edition of this popular and
authoritative text Includes fresh material on topics such as crisis communication, health care
reform, global health issues, and political issues in health communication New case studies,
examples, and updated glossary keep the work relevant and student-friendly Provides effective
strategies for healthcare organizations and individuals in communicating with patients Updated and
enhanced online resources, including PowerPoint slides, test bank, and instructors manual, available
upon publication at www.wiley.com/go/wright
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf: Storied
Health and Illness Jill Yamasaki, Patricia Geist-Martin, Barbara F. Sharf, 2016-07-01 Health and
illness are storied experiences that necessarily entail personal, cultural, and political complexities.
For all of us, communicating about health and illness requires a continuous negotiation of these
complexities and a delicate balance between what we learn about the biology of disease from



providers and our own very personal, subjective experiences of being ill. Storied Health and Illness
brings together dozens of noteworthy scholars, both established and emerging, in a provocative
collection that embraces narrative ways of knowing to think about, analyze, and reconsider our own
and others’ health beliefs, behaviors, and communication. Comprehensive content reflects the
editors’ substantial research in integrative health, narrative care, and innovative ways of improving
well-being and quality of life in personal relationships, healthcare, the workplace, and community
settings. Unique narrative approaches to the study of health communication include: • 14 chapters
written by 22 contributors who use engaging stories from their own research or personal experience
to introduce and ground foundational communication concepts in healthcare, health promotion,
community support, organizational wellness, and other health-related sites of interest. • Compelling
stories of individuals living with the inherent challenges and unexpected opportunities of mental
illness, addiction, aging, cancer, dialysis, sexual harassment, miscarriage, obesity, alopecia,
breastfeeding, health threats to immigrant workers, developmental differences, and youth gun
violence. • 36 Health Communication in Action (HCIA) sidebars that highlight applied research of
innovative health communication scholars in their own words and then prompt readers to think more
deeply about their own perspectives and experiences. • Theorizing Practice boxes that encourage
readers to reflect on stories that describe significant experiences in their own and others’ lives as
they consider assumptions and enlarge their viewpoints in previously unimagined ways.
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf: Health
Communication Renata Schiavo, 2013-10-07 Now in its second edition, Health Communication: From
Theory to Practice provides a comprehensive introduction to theory, intervention design, current
issues, and special topics in health communication. The book also represents a hands-on guide to
program development, implementation, and evaluation. This second edition further emphasizes the
importance of a people-centered and participatory approach to health communication interventions,
which takes into account key social determinants of health as well as the interconnection of various
health and social fields. While maintaining a strong focus on the importance of behavioral, social,
and organizational results as key outcomes of health communication interventions, this second
edition also includes new or updated information, theoretical models, resources, and case studies
on: Health equity Urban health New media Emergency and risk communication Strategic
partnerships in health communication Policy communication and public advocacy Cultural
competence Health literacy The evaluation of health communication interventions To access a
companion website with instructor resources (PowerPoint presentations for all chapters, sample
assignments, and other resources), please visit www.wiley.com/go/schiavo2e This title is also
available as a mobile App from MedHand Mobile Libraries. Buy it now from iTunes, Google Play or
the MedHand Store.
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf:
Communicating about health in health care : perspectives on life style and postoperative
complications Marita Johanson, 1994
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf: Health
Communication Ruth Cross, Sam Davis, Ivy O'Neil, 2017-04-03 Health communication is key to
promoting good population and individual health outcomes. As the field has developed, there is a
growing need for a critical appraisal of the ideologies and theories underpinning health
communication in order to ensure effective practice. This book clearly situates health
communication within its social context. It provides a critical overview of three key disciplinary
areas – education, psychology and communication. Drawing on international examples throughout,
the book challenges the underlying assumptions that drive the design and delivery of health
promotion interventions. The authors argue that health communication is inherently political and
pay close attention to issues of power, ethics and inequality throughout the text. This book will be
valuable for those students at all levels who require a critical perspective, as well as practitioners in
health communication and health promotion. With reference to detailed examples and annotated
suggestions for further reading, the book is an accessible resource for analysing contemporary



health communication.
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf: Health
Communication Belinda Lewis, 2014-12-02 This book is about communicating for health and social
change. With a clear focus on public health and health promotion practice, it provides a unique
introduction to media and cultural studies perspectives on health communication. Health
Communication explores the dynamic world of contemporary mass media and diverse forms of
alternative, mobile and social media: • How are communities using media to communicate about
health and advocate for social change? • What are the challenges and opportunities involved with
using the media for health communication? • How can health promotion practitioners utilise media
to create opportunities for more participatory and empowering approaches to health
communication? This indispensable guide to health communication provides readers with detailed
and practical insights into the role of media and culture in contemporary health issues. Accessible
theory is blended with case studies from around the world giving students, academics, and
practitioners an invaluable framework for practice and a rich source of material for discussion.
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf:
Communicating Health Patricia Geist-Martin, 2011-05
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf:
Communicating Health , 2007
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf:
Communicating Health Risks to the Public Dawn Hillier, 2016-05-23 This book reviews current
health risk communication strategies, and examines and assesses the technical and
psycho-sociological tools available to support risk communication plans. It brings together
approaches to risk communication from a number of countries and describes the techniques,
including drama, storytelling and scenarios that are used to identify and prioritise key
communication issues, and to identify policy responses. The book also provides a review of the
methods and tools available for risk assessment, risk communication and priority setting, which are
relevant not only to practitioners but to health planning more generally, and to many other areas of
public health and policy. The discussion of these techniques is supported by case studies, and is
concluded by a chapter reflecting on the conceptual and research issues that still need to be
addressed. It also proposes new directions for risk communication that key into the public
imagination with the aim of gaining their trust and confidence in the risk messages. Communicating
Health Risks to the Public: A Global Perspective brings together a wide variety of perspectives on
risk communication, from the perspectives of health, anthropology, psychology, and media. It should
be of interest not only to those involved in risk assessment or communication but to anyone
interested in the role of science and the media in the political process.
  communicating about health current issues and perspectives 6th edition pdf:
Communicating for Health Organització Mundial de la Salut, United Nations Children's Fund,
1980*
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