
craftsman lawn mower manual model 917
Craftsman Lawn Mower Manual Model 917 is a highly regarded choice among homeowners and
landscaping professionals seeking a reliable, efficient, and durable lawn mowing solution. Whether
you're a seasoned gardener or a casual user, understanding the ins and outs of your Craftsman Model
917 ensures optimal performance, safety, and longevity of your equipment. This comprehensive
guide provides detailed information about the Craftsman Lawn Mower Manual Model 917, including its
key features, maintenance tips, troubleshooting advice, and safety instructions.

Overview of Craftsman Lawn Mower Model 917

Introduction to the Model
The Craftsman Lawn Mower Manual Model 917 is renowned for its robust build, versatile cutting
capabilities, and user-friendly design. It is part of Craftsman's trusted line of lawn equipment,
designed to handle various grass types and yard sizes with ease. Known for its durability and powerful
engine, this mower is suitable for both residential and light commercial use.

Main Features
Some of the notable features of the Craftsman Model 917 include:

Powerful Briggs & Stratton Engine: Ensures reliable starting and consistent performance.

Multiple Cutting Heights: Allows customization for different grass lengths and conditions.

Adjustable Cutting Deck: Facilitates easy height adjustments for a uniform cut.

Self-Propelled Drive System: Reduces user fatigue by automating movement across the
lawn.

Mulching and Discharge Options: Offers versatility in grass disposal modes.

Durable Construction: Steel deck and sturdy chassis built for long-term use.

Getting Started with Your Craftsman Model 917

Assembly Instructions
Before operating your lawn mower, proper assembly is vital. Follow these steps:



Unpack the Mower: Carefully remove all packaging materials and inspect for missing parts.1.

Attach the Rear Wheels: Secure the wheels onto the axles, ensuring they are tight.2.

Install the Cutting Deck and Blades: Follow the manual's instructions for mounting the3.
blades securely.

Fill Oil and Gasoline: Use recommended oil type and fill the fuel tank with fresh gasoline.4.

Check Safety Features: Ensure the blade brake is functioning and safety switches are in5.
place.

Initial Start-Up Procedures
To start your Craftsman Model 917 safely:

Inspect the Mower: Check for loose bolts, debris, or damage.1.

Set Cutting Height: Adjust the deck to your desired grass length.2.

Engage Safety Controls: Ensure the blade control lever is in the correct position.3.

Prime the Engine: If applicable, prime the carburetor as per the manual.4.

Start the Engine: Use the recoil starter handle with a firm, steady pull.5.

Operating Tips for Optimal Performance

Cutting Techniques
For a healthy, attractive lawn:

Cut the grass when it's dry to prevent clumping and uneven cuts.

Adjust the cutting height according to the season and grass type.

Overlap slightly with each pass to avoid missed patches.

Change your mowing pattern periodically to prevent soil compaction and ruts.



Managing Different Lawn Conditions
- Wet Grass: Wait for the lawn to dry to avoid clogging. Adjust the blade height if necessary.
- Thick or Tall Grass: Raise the cutting height to reduce strain on the engine and blades.
- Uneven Terrain: Use slow, controlled movements to maintain safety and avoid tipping.

Maintenance and Care

Regular Maintenance Schedule
Adhering to a routine maintenance schedule extends the lifespan of your Craftsman Model 917:

After Every Use: Clear grass clippings and debris from the mower deck and blades.1.

Weekly or Bi-Weekly: Check oil levels and top up if necessary.2.

Monthly: Inspect spark plug and replace if worn or fouled.3.

Every Season: Change the oil, replace air filters, and sharpen or replace blades.4.

Blade Maintenance
- Sharpen blades regularly to ensure clean cuts.
- Replace blades if they are bent, cracked, or excessively dull.
- Always disconnect the spark plug before performing blade maintenance.

Engine and Fuel System Care
- Use fresh, high-quality gasoline to prevent engine issues.
- Add fuel stabilizer if storing for extended periods.
- Drain the carburetor and fuel lines before long-term storage.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Engine Won't Start

Ensure there is enough fuel in the tank.

Check the spark plug for wear or fouling; replace if necessary.

Inspect the air filter; clean or replace if clogged.



Make sure the safety switches are engaged correctly.

Uneven Cutting or Grass Clumping

Sharpen or replace dull blades.

Adjust the cutting height for better airflow and cutting performance.

Check for grass buildup under the deck; clean thoroughly.

Engine Overheating or Loss of Power

Clean or replace the air filter.

Check oil levels and top up if low.

Inspect for clogged cooling fins or debris around the engine.

Safety Precautions

General Safety Tips

Always read the manual thoroughly before operation.

Wear appropriate protective gear, including safety glasses and hearing protection.

Never operate the mower on wet or slippery terrain.

Keep children and pets away from the mowing area.

Disengage the blade and turn off the engine before adjusting the mower or clearing debris.

Handling Fuel Safely
- Store gasoline in approved containers away from heat sources.
- Refuel the mower outdoors or in well-ventilated areas.



- Avoid spilling fuel and wipe off any spills immediately.

Where to Find Parts and Support

Authorized Service Centers
- Use Craftsman authorized service centers for repairs and parts replacement.
- Check the Craftsman website or local directories for locations.

Replacement Parts
- Engine components, blades, belts, and wheels can be purchased through authorized dealers or
online stores.
- Always specify the exact model number (917) to ensure compatibility.

Manuals and Resources
- Download the official Craftsman Lawn Mower Manual Model 917 from the Craftsman website.
- Consult YouTube tutorials and online forums for maintenance tips and troubleshooting.

Conclusion
The Craftsman Lawn Mower Manual Model 917 is a dependable and versatile mower that, with proper
maintenance and operation, will serve you well for many seasons. Familiarizing yourself with its
features, adhering to safety guidelines, and performing routine maintenance will ensure optimal
performance and longevity. Whether you’re mowing a small backyard or a larger lawn, this model
offers the power, durability, and ease of use needed to keep your yard looking its best.

Remember: Always refer to the official manual for detailed instructions specific to your mower’s serial
number and production date. Proper care and handling will ensure your Craftsman Model 917 remains
a trusted tool in your gardening arsenal.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I assemble the Craftsman Lawn Mower Model 917 for
the first time?
To assemble your Craftsman Lawn Mower Model 917, start by attaching the handlebar to the mower
deck using the provided bolts and nuts. Ensure all parts are securely tightened. Next, fill the oil
reservoir with the recommended oil type, then add fuel to the tank. Consult the manual's assembly
section for detailed step-by-step instructions and diagrams.



What type of oil and fuel does the Craftsman Model 917
require?
The Craftsman Lawn Mower Model 917 typically requires 4-cycle engine oil, such as SAE 30, and
unleaded gasoline with a minimum octane rating of 87. Always refer to the specific model's manual
for exact oil capacity and fuel specifications to ensure optimal performance.

How do I troubleshoot starting issues with my Craftsman 917
lawn mower?
If your Craftsman Model 917 mower won't start, check the fuel level, ensure the spark plug is clean
and properly connected, and verify the choke and throttle are set correctly. Also, inspect the air filter
for clogs. If problems persist, consult the troubleshooting section of the manual for detailed diagnostic
steps.

How often should I perform maintenance on my Craftsman
Lawn Mower Model 917?
Regular maintenance should be performed after every 25 hours of use or at least once a season. This
includes changing the oil, inspecting and replacing the air filter, sharpening the blades, and checking
the spark plug. Always refer to the manual for the recommended maintenance schedule specific to
your model.

How do I replace the blades on my Craftsman Lawn Mower
Model 917?
To replace the blades, disconnect the spark plug wire for safety, then tip the mower onto its side with
the carburetor and air filter facing up. Use a wrench to remove the blade bolt, then replace or sharpen
the blade as needed. Reassemble by tightening the bolt firmly and reconnecting the spark plug wire.
Refer to the manual for detailed safety precautions.

What should I do if my Craftsman 917 mower is overheating
during operation?
Overheating can be caused by a clogged air filter, low oil levels, or a dirty cooling fins. Turn off the
mower, check and replace the air filter if dirty, ensure proper oil levels, and clean the cooling fins with
a brush. Regular maintenance as outlined in the manual can prevent overheating issues.

Where can I find replacement parts for my Craftsman Lawn
Mower Model 917?
Replacement parts for the Craftsman Model 917 can be purchased from authorized Sears parts
dealers, online retailers, or the Craftsman website. Always use OEM parts to ensure compatibility and
optimal performance. Refer to your manual or part number list for specific part identification.



How do I properly store my Craftsman Lawn Mower Model 917
during the off-season?
Before storing, clean the mower thoroughly and perform any necessary maintenance, such as
changing the oil and sharpening blades. Drain the fuel or add a fuel stabilizer to prevent engine
damage. Store the mower in a dry, sheltered place away from moisture and direct sunlight, ensuring
it’s out of reach of children. Consult the manual for detailed winterization tips.

Additional Resources
Craftsman Lawn Mower Manual Model 917: An In-Depth Guide to Maintenance, Troubleshooting, and
Optimization

When it comes to maintaining a pristine lawn with efficiency and ease, the Craftsman lawn mower
manual model 917 stands out as a reliable choice for homeowners and landscaping enthusiasts alike.
This comprehensive guide aims to provide a detailed overview of the model, including key features,
maintenance tips, troubleshooting advice, and best practices to ensure your mower performs
optimally season after season. Whether you're a seasoned DIYer or a first-time owner, understanding
the ins and outs of your Craftsman 917 will help extend its lifespan and improve your mowing
experience.

---

Overview of the Craftsman Lawn Mower Manual Model 917

The Craftsman lawn mower manual model 917 is part of Craftsman’s esteemed lineup of riding lawn
mowers designed for residential use. Known for durability, ease of use, and efficient cutting
performance, the 917 series integrates innovative features that cater to a variety of yard sizes and
terrain types.

Key Features at a Glance

- Engine Power: Typically equipped with Briggs & Stratton or Kohler engines, providing between 18 to
24 horsepower.
- Cutting Width: Ranges from 42 to 54 inches, allowing for quick coverage of large lawns.
- Transmission: Often includes hydrostatic transmission for smooth speed control.
- Deck Design: Steel decks with anti-scalp features to protect your lawn.
- Adjustable Cutting Heights: Multiple height settings to tailor the cut to your preference.
- Comfort & Convenience: Adjustable seats, ergonomic controls, and optional attachments.

---

Understanding Your Craftsman 917: Components and Features

Before diving into maintenance and troubleshooting, it's important to familiarize yourself with the
main components of your Craftsman lawn mower manual model 917.

Engine and Powertrain



The heart of the mower, the engine, provides reliable power for mowing tasks. Regular oil changes,
air filter replacements, and spark plug checks are essential to keep the engine running smoothly.

Cutting Deck and Blades

The cutting deck houses the blades that do the actual grass cutting. Proper blade maintenance
ensures a clean cut and prevents unnecessary strain on the engine.

Transmission System

Most models feature hydrostatic transmission, allowing variable speed control with minimal effort.
Ensuring transmission fluid levels are adequate is vital for smooth operation.

Safety Features

Includes blade engagement controls, parking brakes, and operator presence sensors that prioritize
safety during operation.

---

Maintenance Tips for the Craftsman 917

Proper maintenance is the cornerstone of a long-lasting, efficient lawn mower. Below are key
maintenance practices for the Craftsman lawn mower manual model 917.

Regular Inspection and Cleaning

- Deck Cleaning: Remove grass clippings and debris from the deck after each use to prevent corrosion
and maintain airflow.
- Blade Sharpening: Sharp blades produce cleaner cuts and reduce engine strain. Sharpen blades at
least once per mowing season.
- Air Filter Replacement: A clean air filter ensures optimal engine performance. Replace or clean every
25 hours of operation or as recommended.
- Oil Changes: Change engine oil after the first 5 hours of use, then every 50 hours or seasonally.
- Spark Plug Checks: Inspect for wear and replace annually for reliable ignition.

Seasonal Maintenance Schedule

| Task | Frequency | Notes |
|---------|--------------|--------|
| Oil change | Every 50 hours or seasonally | Use manufacturer-recommended oil type |
| Air filter replacement | Every 25 hours or seasonally | Check for dirt and clogging |
| Blade sharpening | Every 25-50 hours | Balance blades after sharpening |
| Spark plug replacement | Annually | For reliable starting and running |
| Transmission fluid check | Annually | Top up if necessary |

Storage Tips

- End-of-Season Storage: Clean the mower thoroughly, change the oil, and drain fuel or add fuel
stabilizer.
- Protection: Store in a dry, sheltered place to prevent rust and deterioration.



---

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with regular maintenance, issues can arise. Here’s a guide to diagnosing and resolving common
problems with the Craftsman lawn mower manual model 917.

Engine Won’t Start

Possible Causes:
- Empty or stale fuel
- Faulty spark plug
- Dirty air filter
- Choke not engaged or malfunctioning
- Faulty ignition switch

Solutions:
- Refill with fresh fuel if old or contaminated
- Inspect and replace spark plug if worn or fouled
- Clean or replace air filter
- Ensure choke is engaged when starting
- Check ignition switch connections

Mower Doesn’t Move or Moves Slowly

Possible Causes:
- Low transmission fluid
- Transmission belt issues
- Hydraulic system malfunction

Solutions:
- Check and top up transmission fluid
- Inspect belts for wear or breakage; replace if necessary
- Consult the manual for hydraulic system troubleshooting or contact a professional

Uneven Cutting or Grass Not Clipping Properly

Possible Causes:
- Dull blades
- Incorrect blade height setting
- Clogged deck

Solutions:
- Sharpen blades regularly
- Adjust deck height for the desired cut
- Clean deck thoroughly to remove debris

Excess Vibration or Noise

Possible Causes:
- Bent or unbalanced blades



- Loose engine components
- Worn bearings

Solutions:
- Balance or replace blades
- Tighten engine mounting bolts
- Inspect bearings and replace if worn

---

Best Practices for Optimal Performance

Achieving the best results with your Craftsman lawn mower manual model 917 involves more than
just routine maintenance. Consider these best practices:

Proper Mowing Technique

- Mow when grass is dry to prevent clumping.
- Adjust cutting height based on grass type and season.
- Mow in different patterns to promote healthy growth.
- Avoid cutting more than one-third of the grass height at a time.

Safe Operation

- Always wear appropriate footwear and safety gear.
- Engage safety features before starting.
- Keep hands and feet away from moving blades.
- Never operate on steep slopes; mow across rather than up and down slopes.

Upgrading and Attachments

- Consider upgrading blades for specific grass types or conditions.
- Use attachments such as mulching kits, baggers, or snow blades for year-round utility.
- Always follow manufacturer instructions when attaching accessories.

---

When to Seek Professional Help

While many maintenance tasks are DIY-friendly, some issues require professional service:

- Engine rebuilds or major repairs
- Hydraulic system servicing
- Electrical system diagnostics
- Transmission overhaul

Regularly consult the Craftsman lawn mower manual model 917 for troubleshooting procedures and
warranty guidelines. If in doubt, contacting a certified Craftsman service center ensures safety and
quality repairs.

---



Conclusion

The Craftsman lawn mower manual model 917 is a versatile and dependable machine that, with
proper care, can serve you for years. Understanding its components, adhering to a regular
maintenance schedule, and practicing safe operation are key to maximizing its lifespan and
performance. By staying proactive with troubleshooting and maintenance, you’ll enjoy a beautifully
manicured lawn with less downtime and more confidence in your equipment. Remember, a well-
maintained mower not only saves you money but also makes yard work a more enjoyable experience.
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