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1985 Pace Arrow Motorhome

The 1985 Pace Arrow motorhome is a classic example of American RV craftsmanship from the
mid-1980s. Renowned for its durability, comfort, and innovative features for its time, the 1985 Pace
Arrow remains a popular choice among vintage RV enthusiasts and collectors. Designed to cater to
adventurers who crave both luxury and practicality, this model embodies the robust engineering and
thoughtful amenities that made Pace Arrow a leading brand in the RV industry during the 1980s.
Whether you're a seasoned traveler, a retro RV collector, or someone interested in the history of
motorhomes, understanding the features, specifications, and historical significance of the 1985 Pace

Arrow provides valuable insights into this iconic vehicle.

Overview of the 1985 Pace Arrow Motorhome
Historical Context

The 1980s marked a significant era for the recreational vehicle industry, with technological
advancements and increased consumer demand for home-on-wheels. The Pace Arrow, produced by
Fleetwood Motor Homes, became a staple for travelers seeking reliability and comfort. The 1985
model year continued this tradition, offering improvements over previous years and solidifying its

reputation as a dependable motorhome.
Design and Aesthetics
The 1985 Pace Arrow featured a sleek, aerodynamic exterior design typical of the era, with bold

graphics and a streamlined profile. Its construction emphasized durability, with a fiberglass exterior that

provided both insulation and weather resistance. The size was ample yet manageable, making it



suitable for both city driving and rugged outdoor adventures.

Key Features of the 1985 Pace Arrow Motorhome

Engine and Performance

- Engine Options: The 1985 Pace Arrow was typically equipped with a powerful V8 engine, often a
Ford or Chevrolet, with engine sizes ranging from 6.6L to 7.4L.

- Power and Towing Capacity: Designed for versatility, it offered sufficient horsepower for highway
cruising and towing capabilities for additional trailers or boats.

- Transmission: Usually equipped with a smooth-shifting automatic transmission, ensuring ease of

driving.

Interior Amenities

The interior of the 1985 Pace Arrow was crafted to maximize comfort and convenience, featuring:

- Sleeping Quarters: Usually accommodating 4-6 people with a main bed, convertible dinette, and
overhead bunk.

- Kitchen: Equipped with a propane stove, oven, refrigerator, and sink, allowing for full meal
preparations.

- Bathroom Facilities: Included a private bathroom with a toilet, shower, and sink.

- Living Area: Lounge space with seating, entertainment options like a TV and radio, and ample

storage.

Construction and Materials

- Frame: Built on a sturdy chassis, often based on Ford or Chevrolet truck frames.

- Insulation: Adequate insulation for temperature regulation in various climates.



- Cabinets and Upholstery: Durable, easy-to-clean materials that reflected the aesthetic trends of the

1980s.

Safety and Convenience Features

- Power brakes and steering for easier handling.
- Air conditioning system for comfort in warm climates.
- Electrical system supporting various appliances and lighting.

- Optional upgrades included backup cameras and improved lighting.

Dimensions and Specifications

| Specification | Details |

I |
| Length | Approximately 30-33 feet |

| Width | Around 8-8.5 feet |

| Height | About 11-12 feet |

| Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW) | 12,000 - 15,000 pounds |
| Fresh Water Capacity | 50-70 gallons |

| Propane Tank Capacity | 10-20 gallons |

These specifications made the 1985 Pace Arrow a manageable yet spacious option for family trips and

extended journeys.

Advantages of Owning a 1985 Pace Arrow Motorhome

Durability and Reliability



Many owners report that the 1985 Pace Arrow remains operational decades after manufacture, thanks

to its sturdy construction and quality materials.

Comfort and Convenience

The well-thought-out interior layout, combined with modern amenities for its time, makes it a cozy

home away from home.

Versatility

Suitable for long-term travel, weekend getaways, or even as a mobile office, its design supports

various lifestyles.

Investment and Collectibility

Vintage RVs like the 1985 Pace Arrow are increasingly sought after by collectors, often appreciating in

value when maintained properly.

Maintenance and Restoration Tips

Regular Maintenance

To keep a 1985 Pace Arrow in top condition:

- Regular engine checks and oil changes.

- Inspect and replace seals to prevent leaks.
- Maintain tires and brakes.

- Service the HVAC system periodically.

- Check the plumbing and electrical systems.



Restoration Ideas

For those interested in restoring their vintage Pace Arrow:

- Refinish or replace cabinetry and upholstery.

- Upgrade appliances with more energy-efficient models.

- Modernize safety features such as installing backup cameras.

- Restore the exterior paint and graphics to preserve aesthetic appeal.

Finding Parts and Service

- Specialty RV parts suppliers often stock vintage Pace Arrow components.

- Online forums and Facebook groups dedicated to vintage RV restoration are valuable resources.

- Professional RV restoration services can assist with major repairs and upgrades.

Why the 1985 Pace Arrow Remains a Popular Choice

Nostalgia and Classic Appeal

The 1985 Pace Arrow represents a nostalgic era of RV design, appealing to vintage enthusiasts and

those seeking a unique travel experience.

Proven Performance

Its reputation for durability ensures many still on the road today, demonstrating its longstanding

reliability.

Cost-Effective Travel



Compared to modern motorhomes, a well-maintained 1985 Pace Arrow can offer a budget-friendly

alternative for adventurous travelers.

Community and Support

A dedicated community of vintage RV owners provides support, advice, and camaraderie for owners of

the 1985 Pace Arrow.

Conclusion

The 1985 Pace Arrow motorhome is a testament to the enduring quality and timeless design of vintage
RVs. Whether you're a collector, a weekend adventurer, or someone interested in the history of
recreational vehicles, this model offers a compelling blend of comfort, reliability, and nostalgic charm.
Proper maintenance and restoration can ensure that this classic remains a functional and cherished
part of your travel lifestyle for years to come. Embracing the legacy of the 1985 Pace Arrow means
celebrating a bygone era of innovation and craftsmanship that continues to inspire RV enthusiasts

today.

FAQs About the 1985 Pace Arrow Motorhome

Q1: Are parts for the 1985 Pace Arrow still available?
A: Yes, many parts are available through specialty RV parts suppliers, online marketplaces, and

vintage RV forums.

Q2: How much does a 1985 Pace Arrow typically cost today?
A: Prices vary based on condition, mileage, and modifications but generally range from $5,000 to

$20,000 for well-maintained units.



Q3: Is it possible to modernize a 1985 Pace Arrow?
A: Absolutely. Many owners upgrade appliances, install modern safety features, and improve insulation

to enhance comfort and safety.

Q4: What should | consider before purchasing a vintage 1985 Pace Arrow?
A: Inspect the chassis, engine, plumbing, electrical systems, and overall structural integrity. A

professional inspection is highly recommended.

Q5: Can | live in a 1985 Pace Arrow full-time?
A: Many owners do, but it requires careful maintenance, upgrades, and planning to ensure comfort and

safety.

Embrace the adventure of vintage RV ownership with the 1985 Pace Arrow and enjoy the timeless

appeal of a classic motorhome that has stood the test of time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1985 Pace Arrow motorhome?

The 1985 Pace Arrow motorhome is known for its spacious interior, reliable Ford or Chevrolet chassis,
and amenities like a full kitchen, bathroom, and comfortable sleeping areas, making it a popular choice

for long-term RV travelers.

How does the 1985 Pace Arrow compare to other motorhomes from
the same era?

The 1985 Pace Arrow stands out for its build quality and design, offering more modern features and

better craftsmanship compared to many other motorhomes from the mid-1980s, making it a sought-



after vintage model among collectors.

What are common maintenance issues to look out for in a 1985 Pace
Arrow motorhome?

Common issues include aging plumbing and electrical systems, worn-out tires, engine and
transmission wear on the chassis, and potential leaks or rust. Regular inspections and maintenance

are essential to keep it in good condition.

Is the 1985 Pace Arrow motorhome suitable for long road trips
today?

While it can be used for long trips, potential buyers should consider its age-related wear and tear. A
thorough inspection and possible upgrades to systems like plumbing, electrical, and appliances are

recommended for comfort and safety.

What is the typical market value of a 1985 Pace Arrow motorhome in
good condition?

The value varies based on condition, mileage, and upgrades, but generally, a well-maintained 1985

Pace Arrow can range from $8,000 to $15,000 in the current vintage RV market.

Are parts and repairs readily available for a 1985 Pace Arrow
motorhome?

Yes, since it shares components with other vintage RVs and uses common chassis brands like Ford or
Chevrolet, parts are generally available through specialty vintage RV suppliers and online

marketplaces.



What should potential buyers inspect before purchasing a 1985 Pace
Arrow motorhome?

Buyers should check the engine and chassis condition, roof integrity, plumbing and electrical systems,
interior condition, and verify that all appliances are functional. A professional inspection is highly

recommended to assess overall safety and reliability.

Additional Resources

1985 Pace Arrow Motorhome: A Comprehensive Review

The 1985 Pace Arrow motorhome stands as a notable example of mid-1980s recreational vehicle
craftsmanship, blending innovative design, practical features, and robust performance to appeal to both
seasoned RV enthusiasts and newcomers to the lifestyle. As a product of the highly regarded
Fleetwood RV company, the 1985 Pace Arrow embodies the era’s emphasis on comfort, durability,
and versatility, making it an important chapter in the history of motorhome development. This article
provides an in-depth exploration of the vehicle’s design, engineering, features, performance, and
legacy, offering readers a detailed understanding of what made the 1985 Pace Arrow a standout in its

class.

Historical Context and Market Position

Recreational Vehicle Industry in the Mid-1980s

The mid-1980s marked a period of significant growth and innovation within the recreational vehicle

industry. The economy was relatively stable, leading to increased leisure travel and a high demand for



versatile, reliable motorhomes. Consumers sought vehicles that could serve as both transportation and

home away from home, emphasizing comfort, storage, and ease of driving.

Fleetwood RV, one of the most prominent manufacturers during this era, responded by producing
models that balanced luxury and practicality. The Pace Arrow, introduced in the late 1970s, had
already established a reputation for quality and innovation. By 1985, the Pace Arrow had evolved into

a refined, feature-rich model that catered to a wide range of travelers.

Positioning of the 1985 Pace Arrow

The 1985 Pace Arrow was positioned as a high-quality Class A motorhome, appealing to customers
who desired a full-featured, stylish, and dependable RV. It competed with other premium models from
manufacturers such as Winnebago, Monaco, and Holiday Rambler. Its blend of comfort, performance,

and affordability made it a popular choice among both full-time and part-time RVers.

Design and Construction

Exterior Features and Aesthetics

The exterior of the 1985 Pace Arrow was characterized by its sleek, aerodynamic lines, which
improved fuel efficiency and driving stability. Its size typically ranged from 30 to 35 feet in length,

offering ample living space without being unwieldy on the road.

Key exterior features included:



- Fiberglass Body Shell: Enhancing durability and ease of maintenance.

- Large Windows: Providing natural light and scenic views.

- Slide-Out Sections: Some models incorporated slide-outs to increase interior space.
- Integrated Awning: For outdoor shade and comfort.

- Storage Compartments: Strategically placed for easy access and maximized capacity.

The paint schemes often featured bold stripes and color accents, aligning with the aesthetic trends of

the era, emphasizing style and personalization.

Interior Layout and Design Philosophy

The interior of the 1985 Pace Arrow was designed with the traveler’s comfort and convenience in

mind. It reflected a home-like atmosphere, combining functionality with style.

Features included:

- Living Area: Usually featuring a sofa bed, chairs, and a dinette, arranged for social interaction.

- Kitchen: Equipped with a three-burner stove, oven, microwave, refrigerator, and ample cabinetry.

- Bathroom: Compact yet functional, with a shower, toilet, and sink.

- Sleeping Quarters: Master bedroom with a queen or double bed, and occasionally additional sleeping
arrangements like convertible sofas.

- Storage Solutions: Overhead cabinets, wardrobe closets, and under-bed compartments for clothes,

gear, and supplies.

Materials used often included wood veneer, plush upholstery, and modern (for the time) linoleum

flooring, combining aesthetics with practicality.



Mechanical and Engineering Specifications

Chassis and Frame

The 1985 Pace Arrow was built on a robust chassis, often based on a Ford or Chevrolet heavy-duty

truck frame. These chassis provided:

- Strength and Durability: Capable of supporting the weight of the fully equipped motorhome.
- Handling and Maneuverability: Designed for ease of driving despite its size.
- Customization Options: Some models offered optional upgrades to chassis components for enhanced

performance.

Engine and Powertrain

The typical powertrain options for the 1985 Pace Arrow included:

- Ford 460 V8 Engine: Known for its torque and reliability, producing around 200-275 horsepower
depending on specific configurations.

- Chevrolet 454 V8 Engine: An alternative offering with similar power and performance metrics.

- Transmission: Generally equipped with a 4- or 5-speed automatic transmission, facilitating smooth

acceleration and hill-climbing.

The engines were designed to deliver a balance of power and fuel economy, critical for long-distance

travel.



Driveability and Performance

The Pace Arrow’s performance characteristics included:

- Top Speed: Typically around 55-60 mph comfortably, with good acceleration for highway merging.

- Fuel Economy: Averaged between 6-8 miles per gallon, a reasonable figure given its size and engine
capacity.

- Handling: Despite its bulk, the vehicle maintained good stability, aided by features like sway bars and

upgraded suspension components.

Systems and Safety Features

Safety features incorporated in the 1985 Pace Arrow included:

- Dual Rearview Mirrors: For better visibility.

- Brake Systems: Air brakes or hydraulic systems depending on the chassis.
- Lighting: Adequate headlights, turn signals, and reflective markings.

- Optional Safety Packages: Some models offered additional safety features like backup alarms and

fire extinguishers.

Features and Amenities

Comfort and Convenience

The 1985 Pace Arrow was equipped with numerous amenities aimed at creating a comfortable living



environment:

- Climate Control: Air conditioning units and heating systems capable of maintaining comfortable
interior temperatures.

- Entertainment Systems: AM/FM radios, cassette players, and in some cases, early television setups.
- Lighting: Overhead LED or incandescent lighting with dimming options.

- Water and Waste Systems: Modern plumbing with fresh, grey, and black water tanks, along with

water filtration features.

Additional Optional Features

Buyers could customize their Pace Arrow with options such as:

- Generator: For off-grid power supply.
- Satellite TV: Early satellite systems for entertainment.
- Upgraded Appliances: Microwave ovens, larger refrigerators, and premium audio systems.

- Luxury Upgrades: Leather upholstery, custom cabinetry, and high-end finishes.

Legacy and Impact

Consumer Reception and Market Impact

The 1985 Pace Arrow garnered positive reviews from owners and industry observers alike. Its
reputation for reliability, combined with a comfortable and stylish interior, made it a favorite among RV

enthusiasts. The model set a standard for mid-80s Class A motorhomes, influencing subsequent



designs with its emphasis on comfort and practicality.

Collectibility and Restoration

Today, the 1985 Pace Arrow is considered a classic vintage RV. Many units have been restored or
preserved by enthusiasts, appreciating its nostalgic value and engineering quality. Restorers often
focus on maintaining original features, such as the interior cabinetry and engine components, to retain

authenticity.

Legacy in RV Design

The 1985 Pace Arrow contributed to the evolution of motorhome design by emphasizing:

- Integrated Living and Driving Comfort: A trend that continues today.
- Customization Options: Offering a range of features and upgrades.

- Reliability and Durability: Setting benchmarks for future models.

Conclusion

The 1985 Pace Arrow motorhome remains a significant chapter in the history of recreational vehicles.
It exemplifies the craftsmanship and innovation of its time, combining robust engineering with
thoughtful design. For vintage RV collectors, enthusiasts, and travelers seeking a nostalgic yet
functional vehicle, the Pace Arrow offers a compelling blend of style, comfort, and reliability. Its
enduring legacy underscores its role as a pioneer in the evolution of the modern motorhome, and its

influence continues to be felt in contemporary RV design and functionality.



Whether used for cross-country adventures or as a cherished collector’s item, the 1985 Pace Arrow

exemplifies the golden era of American RV manufacturing—a true icon of mobility and leisure.
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