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Fractiousness Definition Great Gatsby: An In-
Depth Exploration

fractiousness definition great gatsby is a phrase that encompasses the themes
of unrest, rebelliousness, and internal conflict present within F. Scott
Fitzgerald's renowned novel, The Great Gatsby. To truly understand how
fractiousness manifests in the characters and the narrative, it is essential
to explore the definition of the term itself, its relevance in the context of
the 1920s American society depicted in the novel, and how Fitzgerald uses
this concept to enrich his storytelling.

In this article, we will delve into the meaning of fractiousness, analyze its
presence in The Great Gatsby, and examine the ways in which this trait
influences character development and the overarching message of the novel.
Whether you're a student, a literary enthusiast, or someone interested in
American literature, this comprehensive guide will shed light on the complex
layers of fractiousness in Fitzgerald's masterpiece.

What Does Fractiousness Mean?

Definition of Fractiousness

Fractiousness is a noun derived from the adjective fractious, which
originates from the Latin fract- meaning "broken" or "fractured." It
describes a state of being irritable, unruly, or readily inclined to cause
trouble or disagreement.

Key aspects of fractiousness include:

- Irritability: Exhibiting impatience or annoyance.

- Rebelliousness: Resisting authority or social norms.

- Unruliness: Difficult to control or manage.

- Conflict-prone behavior: Tending to provoke disputes or unrest.

In everyday language, fractiousness can be associated with children who are
difficult to discipline, but in a literary context, it often signifies deeper
societal or psychological unrest.



The Connotation of Fractiousness in Literature

Within literary works, fractiousness is frequently used to depict characters
or societies experiencing upheaval. It reflects internal or external
struggles, often foreshadowing conflict or tragedy. Authors use this trait to
illustrate characters' resistance to change, dissatisfaction with their
circumstances, or the tumultuous nature of the setting.

In The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald employs fractiousness as a central theme to
portray the restless spirit of the Jazz Age and the internal conflicts of his
characters, especially as they grapple with desires, social class, and the
elusive American Dream.

Fractiousness in The Great Gatsby: An Overview

The Context of the 1920s America

The novel is set during the Roaring Twenties, a period characterized by
economic prosperity, cultural upheaval, and social transformation in the
United States. This era was marked by:

- Rapid urbanization

- The rise of jazz music and nightlife
- Flouting of traditional moral codes
- The pursuit of wealth and pleasure

This environment fostered a sense of fractiousness among individuals and
society alike, as old values clashed with new ambitions and lifestyles.

The societal backdrop of the novel reflects:
- A fractured social hierarchy
- Disillusionment after World War I

- The moral ambiguity of the American Dream

Fitzgerald captures this atmosphere by illustrating characters who embody
this unrest and rebelliousness, embodying the fractiousness of their era.

Major Characters Exhibiting Fractiousness

Several characters in The Great Gatsby exemplify fractiousness, whether
through their internal conflicts or outward rebellion against societal norms.

1. Jay Gatsby



- Represents the relentless pursuit of an idealized past.

- Exhibits fractiousness by defying social expectations and norms to attain
wealth and status.

- His obsessive love for Daisy and his refusal to accept reality showcase
internal unrest.

2. Tom Buchanan

- Embodies aristocratic arrogance and racial superiority.

- Demonstrates fractiousness through his aggressive demeanor and intolerance.
- His rebellious attitude toward changing social orders fuels conflicts in
the story.

3. Daisy Buchanan

- Exhibits emotional fractiousness through her indecisiveness and
superficiality.

- Her internal conflicts about love and societal expectations add to the

novel's tension.

4. George Wilson

Represents the working class's frustration and despair.
His fractured psyche leads to tragic decisions, illustrating social unrest.

5. The Society Itself

- The Jazz Age's materialism and moral ambiguity foster societal
fractiousness.
- The clash between old money and new money highlights class tensions.

How Fitzgerald Uses Fractiousness to Develop
Themes

The American Dream and Fractiousness

Fitzgerald critically examines the American Dream, illustrating how the
pursuit of wealth and happiness often leads to internal and external
fractiousness. The characters' relentless chase for success results in
disillusionment, moral decay, and unrest.

Examples include:
- Gatsby's obsessive pursuit of Daisy symbolizes the fractured nature of

dreams.
- The moral ambiguity and superficiality of the era reflect societal



fractiousness.

Class Conflict and Fractiousness

The tension between old money (represented by Tom and Daisy) and new money
(symbolized by Gatsby) underscores societal fractiousness. Fitzgerald depicts
a society divided and conflicted, lacking cohesion and stability.

Key points:

- The clash of social classes fuels personal and societal unrest.
- Characters' resistance to change highlights ongoing divisions.

Internal Conflict and Character Fractiousness

Many characters display internal struggles that mirror the larger societal
unrest. Gatsby's obsession, Daisy's indecisiveness, Tom's arrogance—all
reflect internal fractiousness that drives the plot and themes.

Fitzgerald portrays:

- The dissonance between appearance and reality.
- The moral ambiguity of characters' motives and actions.

Signs of Fractiousness in The Great Gatsby

Understanding how fractiousness manifests in The Great Gatsby requires
analyzing specific scenes, dialogues, and character behaviors.

Key signs include:

- Restlessness and impatience: Characters frequently display a desire for
change or escape.

- Rebellion against societal norms: Gatsby's illegal activities, Daisy's
flirtations, Tom's infidelity.

- Conflict and tension: Frequent disputes, misunderstandings, and emotional
outbursts.

- Disillusionment: The realization that dreams are unattainable, leading to
despair.

Examples of Fractious Behavior in Key Scenes

- Gatsby's clandestine parties symbolize societal unrest and the desire to



break free from constraints.

- The confrontation between Gatsby and Tom in the Plaza Hotel exposes
underlying tensions and rebelliousness.

- Wilson's tragic act of violence reflects societal fractiousness and
despair.

Conclusion: The Significance of Fractiousness
in Understanding The Great Gatsby

The term fractiousness encapsulates the pervasive unrest and rebellious
spirit that define both the characters and the societal landscape in The
Great Gatsby. Fitzgerald masterfully explores how internal and external
fractiousness drive the narrative, revealing the fractured nature of the
American Dream, social classes, and individual identities.

By examining the characters' behaviors, conflicts, and ambitions through the
lens of fractiousness, readers gain a deeper understanding of the novel's
themes of disillusionment, societal division, and the elusive pursuit of
happiness. Fitzgerald's portrayal of fractiousness not only reflects the
tumult of the Jazz Age but also offers timeless insights into human nature
and societal change.

In summary:

- Fractiousness in The Great Gatsby symbolizes unrest, rebellion, and
internal conflict.

- It manifests through characters’ behaviors, societal tensions, and thematic
developments.

- Recognizing this trait enhances comprehension of the novel’s critique of
the American Dream and social stratification.

Whether analyzing Gatsby’'s relentless pursuit of a dream or the societal
fractures underlying the story, understanding fractiousness provides valuable
perspective on Fitzgerald’s enduring masterpiece.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'fractiousness' mean in the context of The
Great Gatshy?
In The Great Gatsby, 'fractiousness' refers to a state of being irritable,

quarrelsome, or unruly, often highlighting characters' underlying tensions or
rebellious tendencies.



How is 'fractiousness' portrayed among characters in
The Great Gatsby?

The novel depicts fractiousness through characters like Tom Buchanan and
Myrtle Wilson, illustrating their volatile tempers and rebellious attitudes
that contribute to the story's conflicts.

Why is understanding 'fractiousness' important when
analyzing The Great Gatsby?

Understanding fractiousness helps readers grasp the characters' inner
conflicts and societal tensions, which are central themes that drive the
novel’s critique of the American Dream and social stratification.

Can 'fractiousness' be linked to the moral decay
depicted in The Great Gatsby?

Yes, fractiousness symbolizes the moral and social disorder present in the
characters and society, reflecting the novel'’s critique of superficiality and
the breakdown of traditional values.

How does Fitzgerald use 'fractiousness' to develop
character dynamics in The Great Gatsby?

Fitzgerald uses fractiousness to show characters’ rebellious streaks, their
inability to maintain harmony, and the underlying unrest that fuels conflicts
and underscores the novel’s themes of disillusionment.

Is 'fractiousness' a common theme discussed in
literary analyses of The Great Gatsby?

Yes, many literary analyses explore fractiousness as a key theme that
highlights characters’ unruly behaviors and societal chaos, emphasizing the
novel’s portrayal of a fractured, morally ambiguous world.

Additional Resources

Fractiousness Definition Great Gatsby: An In-depth Exploration of Conflict
and Character Dynamics

In the realm of American literature, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby
stands as a quintessential exploration of the Roaring Twenties, capturing the
decadence, disillusionment, and societal upheaval of the era. Central to its
narrative and thematic fabric is the concept of fractiousness, a term that
encapsulates discord, unruliness, and internal or external conflict. When
examining the novel through the lens of fractiousness, we gain a richer



understanding of its characters, their motivations, and the societal tensions
that underpin the story. This article delves into the multifaceted nature of
fractiousness as it pertains to The Great Gatsby, offering a comprehensive
analysis of its definition, manifestations, and significance within the
novel’s broader themes.

Understanding Fractiousness: Definition and
Context

What Does Fractiousness Mean?

At its core, fractiousness refers to a state of being prone to disobedience,
unruliness, or conflict. Derived from the Latin fract- meaning "break," and
the suffix -ous indicating possession of a quality, the term suggests a
tendency toward breaking away from order or harmony. In everyday usage, it
describes individuals, groups, or systems that are difficult to manage or
quell, often characterized by irritability, defiance, or persistent unrest.

Key Aspects of Fractiousness:

- Disobedience or Rebelliousness: Resistance to authority or established
norms.

- Irritability and Temperament: A tendency toward agitation or quickness to
anger.

- Internal Conflict: Inner struggles that manifest outwardly as unrest.

- External Disruption: Actions or behaviors that disturb social harmony or
order.

In a literary context, fractiousness often symbolizes deeper societal or
psychological tensions, acting as a mirror to underlying conflicts that
threaten stability.

The Relevance of Fractiousness in Literature and
Society

Throughout history and literature, fractiousness serves as a lens to examine
societal upheavals, political unrest, or personal struggles. It often signals
the presence of unresolved issues, moral dilemmas, or the fragility of social
cohesion. In The Great Gatsby, this concept becomes especially pertinent as
characters display behaviors and attitudes that threaten the veneer of
prosperity and the American Dream.



Fractiousness in The Great Gatsby: Character
and Theme Analysis

Characters Exhibiting Fractiousness

Several characters in The Great Gatsby exemplify fractiousness, either
internally or externally, reflecting the broader societal tensions of the
Jazz Age.

1. Jay Gatsby

- Inner Fractiousness: Gatsby’s relentless pursuit of an idealized past and
his obsession with Daisy create internal conflict. His idealism is at odds
with the reality of his social environment, leading to a sense of unrest.

- External Fractiousness: Gatsby’s defiance of social norms (e.g., his
flamboyant parties, origins as a self-made man) exemplify rebellious
tendencies that challenge traditional class boundaries.

2. Tom Buchanan

- Arrogance and Aggressiveness: Tom’'s domineering attitude and racial
prejudices reflect fractiousness rooted in racial and class tensions. His
confrontations with Gatsby and others underscore his unruly nature and
intolerance for challenge.

3. Daisy Buchanan

- Emotional Instability: Daisy’s vacillations and evasions reveal internal
fractiousness, embodying the tension between her desires and societal
expectations.

4. The Valley of Ashes and Its Inhabitants

- External Disarray: The desolate Valley of Ashes symbolizes societal decay

and unrest, representing the fractured social fabric of America during the
1920s.

Manifestations of Fractiousness in the Novel

1. Social Class Tensions

- The novel portrays a sharply divided society, with the nouveau riche, old



money aristocrats, and impoverished working class in constant conflict.
Gatsby’s rise challenges the entrenched social order, creating friction.
- The clash between old money (Tom and Daisy) and new money (Gatsby)
exemplifies societal fractiousness rooted in class tensions.

2. Romantic and Personal Conflicts

- Gatsby’s obsession with Daisy leads to personal fractiousness, as his
idealism clashes with reality. Their relationship embodies the tension
between aspiration and disillusionment.

- The affair and subsequent fallout highlight conflicts that threaten
personal stability and social harmony.

3. Moral and Ethical Disarray

- The characters’ moral ambiguities and reckless behaviors (drinking,
dishonesty, infidelity) contribute to a sense of societal disorder. The novel
suggests that the era’s moral fabric is fractured, mirroring the characters’
internal struggles.

4., The Climax and Its Aftermath

- The tragic death of Myrtle Wilson and the subsequent fallout demonstrate
external fractiousness—chaos erupting from individual actions, exposing
societal fissures.

Thematic Significance of Fractiousness in The
Great Gatshy

Fractiousness as a Reflection of the American Dream

The American Dream, with its promises of success and fulfillment, is
inherently fractured in Fitzgerald'’s narrative. Gatsby’s pursuit of wealth
and love is driven by an idealism that clashes with the reality of social
stratification and moral decay.

- The illusion of upward mobility and happiness is shattered, revealing a
society rife with discontent and unrest.

- Gatsby’s personal fractiousness symbolizes the broader societal
dissonance—the tension between aspiration and reality.



Conflict Between 0ld Money and New Money

The tension between established aristocratic families and the nouveau riche
is a central societal fissure:

- 0ld money families like the Buchanans embody tradition, stability, and
social hierarchy.

- New money, represented by Gatsby, signifies ambition, change, and often
unruliness.

- Their interactions reveal underlying societal fractiousness, with each side
perceiving the other as disruptive or morally questionable.

Morality and Decay

Fitzgerald explores the moral decay of American society in the 1920s, where
superficial glamour conceals underlying unrest:

- The characters’ reckless behaviors and dishonesty contribute to societal
fractiousness.

- The Valley of Ashes and the decay of moral values symbolize a society
fractured from its moral core.

Analytical Perspectives on Fractiousness in the
Novel

Psychological Perspective

From a psychological standpoint, fractiousness in The Great Gatsby can be
seen as a manifestation of internal conflicts—desires versus reality,
aspiration versus moral integrity. Gatsby himself embodies this internal
turmoil:

- His unwavering hope and love clash with the societal realities he cannot
change.

- His self-made persona is a fractured identity, attempting to reconcile his
origins with his ambitions.

Implication: The novel suggests that internal fractiousness contributes to
external chaos, highlighting the interconnectedness of personal and societal
unrest.



Socioeconomic Perspective

The novel depicts a society fractured along class lines, with economic
disparity fueling discord:

- The disparity between the opulence of West Egg and the desolation of the
Valley of Ashes underscores economic fractures.

- The tension between old and new money reflects societal instability and
resistance to change.

Implication: Fitzgerald critiques the fragility of the American Dream amid
economic inequalities, emphasizing how societal structures foster
fractiousness.

Literary and Symbolic Perspective

Fitzgerald employs symbols like the Valley of Ashes, the eyes of Dr. T. J.
Eckleburg, and the green light to represent societal and personal fractures:

- These symbols serve as visual cues for the pervasive unrest and moral
decay.

- The recurring theme of disconnection and longing emphasizes internal and
external fractiousness.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of
Fractiousness in The Great Gatsby

The Great Gatsby remains a powerful exploration of fractiousness—the discord
that permeates individual psyches and society at large. Fitzgerald
masterfully depicts characters whose internal conflicts mirror the societal
upheavals of the Jazz Age, illustrating that unrest is both a personal and
collective phenomenon. The novel'’s portrayal of fractiousness serves as a
critique of American society’s obsession with material success, exposing the
fractures beneath the glossy surface of prosperity.

In understanding fractiousness within the context of The Great Gatsby,
readers are invited to reflect on the enduring nature of conflict—how
aspirations can fracture under societal pressures, how class divisions breed
discord, and how moral decay signals the fragility of social harmony. This
exploration affirms Fitzgerald’s work as not only a portrait of a bygone era
but also a timeless commentary on the human condition and societal cohesion.



In summary, fractiousness in The Great Gatsby encapsulates the myriad
conflicts—personal, social, moral-that drive the narrative and shape its
characters. Recognizing its multifaceted manifestations deepens our
appreciation of Fitzgerald’s critique of American society, making The Great
Gatsby a perennial study of the tensions that define human experience.
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