
sample recommendation letter for resident
assistant

Sample Recommendation Letter for Resident Assistant:
A Comprehensive Guide

When applying for a position as a Resident Assistant (RA), a well-crafted recommendation letter can
significantly enhance your application. A sample recommendation letter for resident assistant
provides a valuable template for mentors, professors, or supervisors to endorse your qualities and
suitability for the role. This article offers a detailed guide on how to write an effective
recommendation letter, including a sample, tips for tailoring your letter, and key elements to include
to make your application stand out.

Understanding the Purpose of a Resident Assistant
Recommendation Letter

Why is a Recommendation Letter Important?
A recommendation letter for a Resident Assistant serves as a testament to your character, leadership
skills, interpersonal abilities, and responsibility. It offers the selection committee insights from
someone who has observed your behavior and skills firsthand. A compelling letter can highlight your
strengths and demonstrate why you are the ideal candidate for the RA position.

Who Should Write the Recommendation?
Ideal recommenders are individuals who know you well academically, professionally, or personally,
such as:

Professors or academic advisors

Previous employers or internship supervisors

Campus club or organization leaders

Community service coordinators

Choosing someone familiar with your leadership qualities, maturity, and teamwork skills will
strengthen your recommendation.



Key Components of a Strong Resident Assistant
Recommendation Letter

Introduction
Begin by introducing the recommender, their relationship to you, and the purpose of the letter.
Clearly state that the letter is in support of your application for the Resident Assistant position.

Body Paragraphs
These should detail specific qualities and experiences that make you a suitable candidate. Focus on
attributes such as:

Leadership skills

Responsibility and reliability

Conflict resolution abilities

Communication skills

Empathy and interpersonal skills

Use concrete examples to back up these qualities, such as instances where you successfully handled
challenging situations or led a group project.

Conclusion
Summarize your endorsement and express confidence in your ability to excel as a Resident
Assistant. Offer to provide further information if needed and close with a professional sign-off.

Sample Recommendation Letter for Resident Assistant

Note: Below is a sample template that can be customized according to your experiences and the
recommender's observations.

---

[Recommender's Name]
[Title/Position]
[Institution/Organization]
[Address]
[City, State, ZIP Code]
[Email Address]



[Phone Number]
[Date]

Admissions Committee
[Campus Housing Department or Resident Life Office]
[University Name]
[Address]
[City, State, ZIP Code]

Dear Members of the Selection Committee,

I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation for [Applicant’s Name] in support of their
application for the Resident Assistant position at [University Name]. As [Applicant’s Relationship,
e.g., their professor, supervisor], I have had the pleasure of working closely with [him/her/them]
over the past [duration], and I can attest to [his/her/their] exceptional qualities that make
[him/her/them] an ideal candidate for this role.

Throughout our interactions, [Applicant’s Name] has demonstrated outstanding leadership,
maturity, and a genuine commitment to fostering a positive community environment. In my
[class/organization], [he/she/they] consistently displayed strong communication skills, effectively
mediating discussions and encouraging collaboration among peers. These skills are essential for an
RA, who must serve as a leader and role model within the residence hall.

One notable example of [Applicant’s Name]’s leadership was when [he/she/they] organized a peer
study group to prepare for final exams. Not only did this initiative improve academic performance
among participants, but it also showcased [his/her/their] ability to coordinate efforts, motivate
others, and create an inclusive environment. Furthermore, [he/she/they] exhibited remarkable
responsibility during a previous community service project, where [he/she/they] took the initiative to
resolve conflicts among team members, ensuring the project was completed successfully and
harmoniously.

[Applicant’s Name] is also highly empathetic and approachable, qualities that are vital for
supporting residents’ well-being. I have observed [him/her/them] listen attentively to friends and
classmates, offering support and advice when needed. Such qualities will undoubtedly help
[him/her/them] foster a welcoming and safe atmosphere for residents.

In addition to leadership and interpersonal skills, [Applicant’s Name] consistently demonstrates
reliability and integrity. [He/She/They] is punctual, responsible, and trustworthy—traits that are
crucial for managing the responsibilities of a Resident Assistant, from enforcing policies to
organizing events.

Based on my experience working with [Applicant’s Name], I am confident that [he/she/they] will
excel as a Resident Assistant and make a positive impact on the campus community. I strongly
recommend [him/her/them] for this position and believe [he/she/they] have the qualities necessary to
support and enhance the student living experience.

Please feel free to contact me at [email address] or [phone number] if you require further
information. Thank you for considering this recommendation.

Sincerely,



[Recommender’s Name]
[Title/Position]

---

Tips for Customizing Your Recommendation Letter

Personalize the Content
Make sure the letter highlights specific qualities and experiences relevant to the RA position. Use
real examples to illustrate leadership, conflict resolution, and community-building skills.

Highlight Relevant Skills
Focus on skills such as:

Communication

Organization

Problem-solving

Empathy

Responsibility

Align these qualities with the expectations of a Resident Assistant role.

Maintain a Professional Tone
While personal anecdotes are valuable, keep the tone formal and professional. Ensure the letter is
well-structured and free of grammatical errors.

Conclusion: Making Your Recommendation Letter
Stand Out

A compelling recommendation letter can significantly influence your chances of becoming a Resident
Assistant. By selecting a reputable recommender, providing them with relevant details, and ensuring
the letter emphasizes your leadership skills, responsibility, and community spirit, you can create a
powerful endorsement. Use the sample provided as a template, but tailor it to reflect your unique
qualities and experiences.



Remember, the goal of your recommendation letter is to present you as a trustworthy, capable, and
compassionate individual ready to contribute positively to the campus community. With a well-
written and personalized letter, you’ll be well on your way to securing the Resident Assistant
position and making a meaningful impact on your peers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What should be included in a sample recommendation letter
for a Resident Assistant?
A strong recommendation letter should include the applicant's qualities such as leadership,
communication skills, responsibility, teamwork, and conflict resolution abilities, along with specific
examples and the recommender's relationship to the applicant.

How long should a sample recommendation letter for a
Resident Assistant be?
Ideally, it should be concise yet comprehensive, typically between one to two pages, highlighting key
qualities and relevant experiences without being overly lengthy.

What tone is appropriate for a Resident Assistant
recommendation letter?
A professional and positive tone is appropriate, emphasizing the applicant's strengths and suitability
for the Resident Assistant role with genuine and specific praise.

Can I use a generic template for a Resident Assistant
recommendation letter?
While templates can be helpful as a starting point, it's best to personalize the letter with specific
details about the applicant's skills and experiences to make it more impactful.

Who should write a recommendation letter for a Resident
Assistant position?
The letter should ideally be written by someone who knows the applicant well, such as a professor,
mentor, or previous supervisor, who can attest to their leadership and interpersonal skills.

What are some key qualities to highlight in a Resident
Assistant recommendation letter?
Key qualities include leadership, responsibility, maturity, communication skills, conflict
management, empathy, and the ability to foster an inclusive community.



Are specific examples necessary in a sample recommendation
letter for a Resident Assistant?
Yes, including specific examples of the applicant's past experiences and achievements helps
substantiate their capabilities and makes the recommendation more convincing.

How should I format a recommendation letter for a Resident
Assistant application?
Use a professional letter format, including a header with your contact information, a salutation, body
paragraphs detailing the applicant's qualities, and a closing with your signature and contact info.

When is the best time to request a recommendation letter for
a Resident Assistant position?
Request the letter well in advance of the application deadline, ideally at least 2-3 weeks prior, to
give the recommender ample time to write a thorough and thoughtful letter.

Can a student write their own recommendation letter for a
Resident Assistant position?
No, recommendation letters should be written by someone else who can objectively assess the
student's suitability, such as a faculty member, supervisor, or community leader.

Additional Resources
Sample Recommendation Letter for Resident Assistant: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

In the realm of higher education and student development, the role of a Resident Assistant (RA) is
pivotal in fostering a positive, safe, and inclusive living environment within college dormitories. As
institutions seek to identify the most suitable candidates for these demanding positions,
recommendation letters emerge as a crucial component of the selection process. A well-crafted
sample recommendation letter for resident assistant not only provides insight into the applicant’s
character but also offers concrete evidence of their leadership, responsibility, and interpersonal
skills. This article offers a comprehensive review of such sample letters, analyzing their structure,
content, and the qualities they highlight, serving as a valuable guide for both recommenders and
applicants.

---

Understanding the Purpose of a Resident Assistant
Recommendation Letter



What Is a Resident Assistant Recommendation Letter?

A resident assistant recommendation letter is a formal document written by a faculty member,
advisor, employer, or another credible individual who can attest to an applicant’s suitability for the
RA position. It aims to provide the selection committee with a detailed assessment of the candidate’s
personal qualities, leadership potential, conflict resolution skills, and overall readiness to serve in a
peer-support role.

Why Is It Important?

The importance of this letter stems from its role in:

- Offering an external perspective on the applicant’s abilities.
- Highlighting specific instances of leadership, responsibility, and maturity.
- Demonstrating the candidate’s compatibility with the values and expectations of the residence life
program.
- Differentiating among numerous qualified applicants by providing personalized insights.

---

Key Components of an Effective Recommendation
Letter

A compelling recommendation letter for a resident assistant position typically includes several
essential elements:

1. Introduction of the Recommender and Relationship

- Clearly states who is writing the letter.
- Describes how the recommender knows the candidate and for how long.
- Establishes credibility and context.

2. Candidate’s Personal Attributes

- Character traits such as maturity, responsibility, and integrity.
- Interpersonal skills including communication, empathy, and conflict management.
- Adaptability and resilience in challenging situations.



3. Leadership and Initiative

- Examples of leadership in academic, extracurricular, or community settings.
- Ability to motivate peers, organize activities, or mediate conflicts.
- Demonstrates proactive behavior and problem-solving skills.

4. Academic and Extracurricular Performance

- Not necessarily academic excellence, but a sense of discipline and commitment.
- Involvement in clubs, sports, volunteer work, or other relevant activities.

5. Suitability for the Resident Assistant Role

- Alignment with the responsibilities and expectations of an RA.
- Evidence of maturity, professionalism, and a sense of community.
- Ability to balance responsibilities effectively.

6. Conclusion and Endorsement

- Strong, unequivocal recommendation.
- Willingness to serve as a contact for further information, if necessary.

---

Sample Structure of a Resident Assistant
Recommendation Letter

A well-organized letter enhances clarity and impact. Below is a suggested structure with detailed
explanations for each section:

1. Salutation and Opening Paragraph

- Address the letter to the appropriate committee or use a general salutation such as “To Whom It
May Concern.”
- Introduce yourself, mention your position, and specify your relationship with the applicant.
- State the purpose of the letter clearly.

Example:
"I am pleased to recommend Jane Doe for the position of Resident Assistant. As her academic
advisor and faculty mentor for the past two years, I have had the opportunity to observe her growth



and leadership qualities firsthand."

2. Body Paragraphs Detailing the Candidate’s Qualities

- Use specific anecdotes and examples to illustrate qualities.
- Highlight instances where the candidate demonstrated leadership, maturity, and interpersonal
skills.
- Discuss relevant experiences that align with the RA responsibilities.

Example:
"During her tenure as president of the Student Volunteer Club, Jane organized weekly community
outreach events, demonstrating her organizational skills and ability to motivate her peers. Her
empathetic nature was evident when she mediating conflicts among club members, ensuring a
collaborative environment."

3. Addressing the Role-Specific Qualities

- Emphasize traits particularly important for RAs, such as conflict resolution, confidentiality, and
cultural sensitivity.
- Provide examples where these skills were demonstrated.

Example:
"In her role as a peer tutor, Jane handled sensitive academic and personal issues with discretion and
compassion, qualities essential for fostering a supportive residential community."

4. Concluding Endorsement

- Summarize why the candidate is an excellent fit.
- Offer a strong endorsement.
- Indicate openness to provide further information if needed.

Example:
"Based on her exemplary character and proven leadership abilities, I wholeheartedly recommend
Jane Doe for the Resident Assistant position. I am confident she will contribute positively to your
residence life community."

---

Sample Recommendation Letter for Resident Assistant

Below is a sample letter demonstrating the application of the above principles:

> To Whom It May Concern,



>
> I am delighted to write this letter in support of Jane Doe’s application for the Resident Assistant
position at XYZ University. As her professor in the Sociology Department and her academic advisor
for the past two years, I have closely observed Jane’s development into a responsible, empathetic,
and proactive individual—qualities that I believe make her an outstanding candidate for this role.
>
> Throughout her time at university, Jane has consistently exhibited leadership and maturity beyond
her years. As president of the Student Volunteer Club, she spearheaded initiatives that brought
together diverse groups on campus, demonstrating her ability to foster inclusivity and teamwork.
One memorable example was her organization of a campus-wide food drive that exceeded its goal by
30%, showcasing her organizational skills and dedication.
>
> In addition to her leadership, Jane possesses exceptional interpersonal skills. She is an attentive
listener, always willing to support her peers through academic challenges or personal hardships. I
recall a situation where she mediated a conflict between two classmates, helping them reach a
mutual understanding and restore a positive atmosphere—an essential skill for any Resident
Assistant.
>
> Jane’s capacity for confidentiality and discretion is evident in her role as a peer tutor, where she
handled sensitive student information with integrity. Her cultural sensitivity, coupled with her
genuine compassion, makes her well-suited to create an inclusive and supportive residential
environment.
>
> Moreover, Jane balances her responsibilities effectively, maintaining excellent academic standing
while actively engaging in extracurricular activities. Her maturity, resilience, and commitment to
community service exemplify the qualities of an ideal Resident Assistant.
>
> In conclusion, I highly recommend Jane Doe for this position. I am confident she will serve as a
positive role model and a compassionate leader within your residence community. Please feel free to
contact me at [email] or [phone number] should you require any further information.
>
> Sincerely,
> Dr. John Smith
> Professor of Sociology
> XYZ University

---

Analytical Insights into the Sample Letter

Strengths of the Sample Recommendation Letter

- Personalized Examples: The letter includes specific anecdotes that vividly illustrate the candidate’s
qualities, making the endorsement credible and compelling.
- Alignment with RA Role: Traits such as leadership, conflict resolution, cultural sensitivity, and
confidentiality are emphasized—core competencies for an RA.
- Professional Tone and Clarity: The language maintains professionalism while being accessible and



enthusiastic.
- Conciseness and Focus: Despite covering several qualities, the letter remains focused and avoids
unnecessary verbosity.

Potential Areas for Enhancement

- Adding Quantifiable Achievements: Including measurable outcomes (e.g., number of events
organized, participation rates) can strengthen the endorsement.
- Including Soft Skills Testimonials: Comments on emotional intelligence or resilience can deepen
understanding of the candidate’s suitability.
- Addressing Specific Residence Life Expectations: Tailoring the letter to reflect the particular values
or needs of the institution’s residence program can make it more targeted.

Conclusion

A sample recommendation letter for resident assistant serves as a vital tool in the selection process,
providing a nuanced picture of an applicant’s capabilities and character. When composed
thoughtfully, with specific examples and alignment to the role’s demands, such letters significantly
enhance a candidate’s prospects. They also serve as a reflection of the recommender’s insight and
support, reinforcing the candidate’s potential to thrive as a peer leader and community builder.

---

Final Thoughts

Crafting an effective recommendation letter requires a careful balance of professionalism,
personalization, and thoroughness. Whether you are a recommender or an applicant seeking
guidance, understanding the elements that make a compelling endorsement can make all the
difference. As colleges and universities continue to prioritize holistic admissions and leadership
potentials, the role of a well-written recommendation letter remains more relevant than ever in
identifying future student leaders who can positively impact campus communities.

Sample Recommendation Letter For Resident Assistant

  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: The Resident Assistant Gregory S.
Blimling, Lawrence J. Miltenberger, 1990
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: Compendium of Drafts of
Employment Contracts and Appointment Letters Saurabh Munjal, Som Nath Munjal,
2021-05-30 About the book This all-inclusive, well delved into book is a one stop solution pertaining
to the drafting nightmares of the legal professionals, HR professionals and the students. The book
has been so designed that it caters to their everyday requirements. With an aim to be a remedy to all
the possible pitfalls while drafting the contracts, service rules, appointment letters etc., this book is
extensive but to the point. The language is coherent and well suited to the content of the book.
Measures have been taken to carefully examine and include all the important points while drafting

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-032/sample-recommendation-letter-for-resident-assistant.pdf


the samples for the reference of the readers. A large numbers of sample drafts included in the book
make the day to day working of the professionals easy and hassle free. All in all, it is a go to book for
professionals in search of a scrupulous yet relevantly put together book of draft appointment letters
and service rules. “the book stands true to its name”. Key features ? Covering: - Appointment Letter
with policy of Work from Home. - Samples of appointment letters along with guidelines for drafting. -
Common Formats of Leave, TA, DA, LFC, Housing Loan and Furniture Loan application. - Guidelines
for drafting Service manual. - Samples of Probation, Transfer, Resignation, Retirement, Exit
Interview and Relieving Letter. - Different types of Memorandum, Show Cause Notices &
Chargesheet. ? Detailed coverage of The Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946. ?
Meticulously integrated. ? Simple and crisp language. ? Sample draft for various letters/contracts. ?
Eye for every minute detail. ? Covers common concerns in the industry. ? Highlights the common
pitfalls while drafting the letters/contracts. ? New Chapter on Force Majeure. ? New Chapter on
Force Majeure.
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: Things That Make No Sense
Kenneth Meeks, 2010-08-31 Things That Make No Sense deals with everyday occurrences
experienced by everyone as they go about their daily lives. Some things just dont make any sense at
all! Many of the stories included here deal with common events such as unresponsive or poor
customer service, which is becoming all too frequent these days. Some of these instances can
probably be characterized as funny, some as unbelievable, and others as simply irrational.
Sometimes the only appropriate reaction to one of these annoying events is disgust. Things That
Make No Sense is an entertaining and amusing collection of sixty of the most ridiculous of these
actions and decisions that author Kenneth W. Meeks has observed. No doubt everyone has had
experiences similar to those recounted hereor even more unbelievable than the ones included in the
book. Prepare to be sympathetically irked, incredibly entertained, and ridiculously amused!
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: Writing Recommendation Letters
Joe Schall, 1997
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: Construction, equipment, and
management of a general hospital Donald James Mackintosh, 1916
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: The Journal of Education , 1892
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: Succeeding in Academic Medicine
John P. Sánchez, 2020-01-14 This first-of-its-kind book for underrepresented racial and ethnic
minorities (URM), women, and sexual and gender minorities in medicine offers the core knowledge
and skills needed to achieve a well-planned, fulfilling career in academic medicine. The knowledge
and skills provided by the esteemed co-authors, successful diverse pre-faculty, and junior and senior
academicians, are complemented by their inspirational and motivational stories. Increasing diversity
in the academic medicine workforce has been identified and embraced as a core value of
institutional excellence at nearly all academic institutions and professional associations. Despite this
established core value, certain groups such as Black/African-American, Latino/Hispanic, American
Indian/Alaska Native-identified individuals, women, and sexual and gender minorities, are still
present in lower proportions compared with the general population and lack inclusion. In 12
chapters and with a unique focus on a practical approach to increasing diversity and inclusion in
academic medicine, this book demystifies the often-insular world of academic medicine. It
comprehensively outlines career opportunities and associated responsibilities, how to transform
academic-related work to scholarship, and offers a clear and transparent look into the academic
appointment and promotion process. By focusing on the practical steps described in this handy book,
students and residents can develop a strong foundation for an academic medicine career and
succeed in becoming the next generation of diverse faculty and administrators.
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: Journal of Education and School
World , 1886
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: Office of Community Relations
and Involvement Reference Manual , 1993



  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: Accounts and Papers of the House
of Commons Great Britain. Parliament. House of Commons, 1875
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: Report of the Commission Appointed
to Inquire Into the Administration of the Baroda State Anonymous, 2023-10-21 Reprint of the
original, first published in 1875. The publishing house Anatiposi publishes historical books as
reprints. Due to their age, these books may have missing pages or inferior quality. Our aim is to
preserve these books and make them available to the public so that they do not get lost.
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: British Colonisation of Northern
Nigeria, 1897-1914 Mahmud Modibbo Tukur, 2016-08-15 “In this densely detailed and
interpretatively nuanced study, Mahmud Modibbo Tukur lays bare the very foundations of the
colonial state in what is now northern Nigeria. This is a must read for anyone wanting to understand
the foundations of contemporary Nigeria and how we came to be what we are.” – Prof. Abdul Raufu
Mustapha, University of Oxford, UK. Mahmud Modibbo Tukur’s work challenges fundamental
assumptions and conclusions about European colonialism in Africa, especially British colonialism in
northern Nigeria. Whereas others have presented the thesis of a welcome reception of the
imposition of British colonialism by the people, the study has found physical resistance and
tremendous hostility towards that imposition; and, contrary to the “pacification” and minimal
violence argued by some scholars, the study has exposed the violent and bloody nature of that
occupation. Rather than the single story of “Indirect rule”, or “abolishing slavery” and lifting the
burden of precolonial taxation which others have argued, this book has shown that British officials
were very much in evidence, imposed numerous and heavier taxes collected with great efficiency
and ruthlessness, and ignored the health and welfare of the people in famines and health epidemics
which ravaged parts of northern Nigeria during the period. British economic and social policies,
such as blocking access to western education for the masses in most parts of northern Nigeria, did
not bring about development but its antithesis of retrogression and stagnation during the period
under study. Tukur’s analysis of official colonial records and sources constitutes a significant
contribution to the literature on colonialism in Africa and to understanding the complexity of the
Nigerian situation today.
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: The Lancet , 1896
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: The Long-Term Care Legal Desk
Reference Barbara Acello, 2006
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: British Medical Journal , 1914
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: The Spectator , 1910 A weekly
review of politics, literature, theology, and art.
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: The Medical circular [afterw.]
The London medical press & circular [afterw.] The Medical press & circular , 1871
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: Graduate Admissions Essays, Fourth
Edition Donald Asher, 2012-07-24 The fully updated fourth edition of the go-to guide for crafting
winning essays for any type of graduate program or scholarship, including PhD, master’s, MBA, MD,
JD, postdocs, DDS, DVM, Rhodes, Marshall, Fulbright--you name it. Based on thousands of
interviews with successful grad students and graduate admissions officers, Graduate Admissions
Essays deconstructs and demystifies the ever-challenging and seemingly more impersonal
application process for getting into graduate and scholarship programs. The book presents 50
sample essays in a comprehensive range of subjects, detailed strategies that have proven successful
for some of the most notoriously competitive graduate programs in the country, as well as sample
letters of recommendation, essays for residencies and fellowships, and postgrad applications.
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: The Scottish Educational Journal ,
1919
  sample recommendation letter for resident assistant: The Canine-Campus Connection
Mary Renck Jalongo, 2021-05-15 A primary mission of universities is promoting student success and
well-being. Many college and university personnel have implemented initiatives that offer students



the documented benefits of positive human-animal interaction (HAI). Accumulating evidence
suggests that assistance dogs, therapy dogs, and shelter dogs can support student wellness and
learning. The best programs balance the welfare of humans and canines while assessing students’
needs and complying with all laws and regulations. Contributors to this edited volume have drawn
upon research across many disciplines as well as their extensive practical experiences to produce a
timely and valuable resource—for administrators and students. Whether readers are just getting
started or striving to improve well-established programs, The Canine-Campus Connection provides
authoritative, evidence-based guidance on bringing college students and canines together in
reciprocally beneficial ways. Part one examines the interactions between postsecondary students
and canines by reviewing the literature on the human-canine bond. It establishes what necessarily
must be the top priority in canine-assisted activities and therapy: the health and safety of both. Part
two highlights four major categories of dogs that students are likely to interact with on and off
campus: service dogs, emotional support animals (ESAs), therapy dogs, and homeless dogs. Part
three emphasizes ways in which dogs can influence student learning during classes and across
aspects of their professional development. Part four considers future directions. Authors take the
stance that enriching and enlarging interactions between college students and canines will require
university personnel who plan and evaluate events, projects, and programs. The book concludes with
the recommendation that colleges and universities move toward more dog-friendly campus cultures.
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