
zinn howard a people's history of the
united states

zinn howard a people's history of the united states is a seminal work that
has significantly impacted the way history is understood and taught in the
United States. Authored by Howard Zinn, this book challenges traditional
narratives by emphasizing the voices and experiences of marginalized groups
often omitted from mainstream history. It offers a radical reexamination of
American history, focusing on social justice, inequality, and resistance.
This article explores the core themes, structure, significance, and influence
of Howard Zinn's A People's History of the United States, providing insights
into why it remains a vital resource for students, educators, and anyone
interested in a more inclusive perspective on American history.

Introduction to Howard Zinn's A People's
History of the United States

Howard Zinn, a historian and activist, published A People's History of the
United States in 1980. Unlike traditional history textbooks that often center
on political leaders, military victories, and economic elites, Zinn's work
seeks to tell history from the perspective of those who have been oppressed,
exploited, or marginalized. The book's approach aligns with a broader
movement toward social history, emphasizing the experiences of workers,
women, African Americans, Native Americans, immigrants, and other
disenfranchised groups.

This perspective has made the book both influential and controversial.
Supporters praise it for its honesty, inclusiveness, and ability to reveal
the darker sides of American history. Critics, however, sometimes argue that
it oversimplifies complex events or dismisses the achievements of certain
groups. Despite this, A People's History remains a foundational text for
understanding American history through a lens of social justice.

Core Themes of A People's History of the United
States

Howard Zinn's work explores several recurring themes that challenge
conventional narratives:

1. The Power Dynamics and Class Struggles
- Emphasizes the ongoing conflict between the ruling classes and the working
class.
- Highlights how economic interests often shape political decisions.
- Examines the role of corporations, banks, and the wealthy in influencing
U.S. policies.



2. The Role of Resistance and Social Movements
- Celebrates acts of rebellion, protest, and activism by marginalized groups.
- Demonstrates how social movements have historically challenged oppression
and achieved reforms.
- Examples include the labor movement, civil rights movement, anti-war
protests, and feminist activism.

3. The Impact of War and Violence
- Critiques U.S. military interventions, including the Spanish-American War,
Vietnam War, Iraq War, and others.
- Analyzes the human costs of war and the motivations behind imperialism.
- Highlights the resistance against war both domestically and
internationally.

4. The Marginalized Voices
- Focuses on the experiences of Native Americans, African Americans, women,
immigrants, and others.
- Challenges the glorified narratives of American exceptionalism.
- Provides stories of exploitation, resistance, and resilience.

Structural Overview of the Book

A People's History of the United States is organized into multiple chapters,
each focusing on a specific period or theme in American history. Rather than
following a chronological timeline rigidly, Zinn arranges chapters around
thematic concerns and pivotal events.

Major Sections and Topics Covered

Columbus, the Indians, and Human Progress1.

The Conflict of Cultures: European Colonization2.

The Fight for the Land and Resources3.

The Rise of Capitalism and Slavery4.

The Civil War and Reconstruction5.

The Rise of Big Business and Labor Movements6.

The World Wars and American Imperialism7.

The Civil Rights Movement and Social Justice Struggles8.

Contemporary Issues: War, Economics, and Resistance9.

This structure allows Zinn to highlight patterns of oppression and resistance



across different eras, illustrating recurring themes of exploitation and
rebellion.

Significance and Impact of Zinn's Work

1. Challenging Traditional Narratives
- Zinn's narrative questions the patriotic and heroic stories often taught in
schools.
- By exposing darker truths, it encourages critical thinking about American
history.

2. Influencing Education
- The book has become a staple in classrooms aiming to promote social
awareness.
- Inspired numerous educators to adopt more inclusive curricula.

3. Inspiring Activism
- Many activists and social movements cite Zinn’s work as a source of
inspiration.
- Reinforces the idea that history is a tool for understanding power and
fostering change.

4. Critical Reception and Controversy
- While celebrated by progressives and educators, it has faced criticism from
conservatives and traditional historians.
- Critics argue that Zinn's perspective is biased or overly simplistic.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Despite being published over four decades ago, A People's History of the
United States remains relevant today. Its emphasis on marginalized voices and
critique of imperialism resonates with contemporary debates about social
justice, inequality, and American identity.

Key aspects of its legacy include:
- Serving as a catalyst for a more inclusive approach to history education.
- Encouraging readers to question official narratives and seek diverse
perspectives.
- Inspiring new generations of writers, historians, and activists to
reexamine American history with a critical eye.

How to Approach A People's History of the



United States

Given its provocative approach, readers should consider the following when
engaging with Zinn's work:

Read critically and compare with other historical sources.

Recognize that Zinn’s perspective is one of many; seek out multiple
viewpoints.

Use the book as a starting point for further research into American
history.

Reflect on how historical narratives influence contemporary society and
politics.

Conclusion

Zinn Howard a people's history of the United States offers a compelling,
alternative perspective on American history, emphasizing the importance of
marginalized voices and social justice. Its critical approach challenges
readers to reconsider accepted narratives and understand the complex dynamics
of power, resistance, and inequality that have shaped the nation. Whether
viewed as an essential educational resource or a provocative critique, Zinn's
work remains a powerful tool for fostering a more inclusive and honest
understanding of the United States' past and its ongoing struggles for
justice and equality.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument of Howard Zinn's 'A
People's History of the United States'?

Howard Zinn's main argument is that history should be told from the
perspective of marginalized and oppressed groups, highlighting their
struggles and contributions rather than just the actions of political and
economic elites.



How does Zinn's approach in 'A People's History of
the United States' differ from traditional American
history textbooks?

Zinn's approach focuses on the experiences of ordinary people, workers,
Native Americans, women, and marginalized groups, challenging the dominant
narratives that often emphasize presidential actions and elite perspectives.

Why has 'A People's History of the United States'
become a popular and influential book?

Its compelling alternative perspective on American history, emphasis on
social justice, and critique of imperialism and capitalism have resonated
with readers seeking a more inclusive understanding of U.S. history, making
it influential in educational and activist circles.

What are some criticisms of Zinn's 'A People's
History of the United States'?

Critics argue that Zinn's interpretation is overly biased, sometimes lacking
nuance, and that it downplays positive aspects of American history or
presents a one-sided view that neglects complexities and achievements.

How has 'A People's History of the United States'
impacted educational discussions about teaching
American history?

It has inspired educators to incorporate more diverse and critical
perspectives into history curricula, encouraging the inclusion of
marginalized voices and challenging traditional patriotic narratives.

In what ways does Zinn's 'A People's History of the
United States' remain relevant today?

The book's focus on social justice, inequality, and resistance continues to
resonate in contemporary debates about race, class, and power, making it a
vital resource for understanding ongoing struggles for equity in the United
States.

Additional Resources
Zinn Howard: A People's History of the United States — An In-Depth Review

In the realm of American historiography, few works have ignited as much
debate, reflection, and reinterpretation as Zinn Howard's A People's History
of the United States. Published in 1980, this book challenged traditional
narratives of American history by centering the experiences of marginalized
groups—workers, Indigenous peoples, women, and African Americans—whose
stories often remained in the shadows of mainstream textbooks. As a
pioneering work in alternative historiography, Zinn’s book has become both a
staple of progressive education and a lightning rod for controversy. This
article offers a comprehensive examination of Zinn Howard’s seminal work,



assessing its historical significance, thematic core, methodological
approach, and the ongoing debates it has engendered.

---

Origins and Context of A People's History of
the United States

Howard Zinn: A Brief Biographical Sketch

Howard Zinn (1922–2010) was an American historian, playwright, and social
activist renowned for his commitment to radical history and social justice.
His experiences as a bombardier in World War II, a community organizer, and a
professor at Boston University profoundly shaped his perspectives. Zinn’s
academic background was rooted in history and political science, but his
activism and personal encounters with inequality propelled him towards a more
populist, bottom-up approach to history.

The Historical Landscape of the 1980s

When Zinn published A People's History, the United States was grappling with
the aftermath of the 1960s social upheavals, the Cold War tensions, and the
conservative resurgence epitomized by Ronald Reagan’s presidency. Mainstream
history education largely emphasized political elites, military victories,
and economic growth—narratives that often marginalized or omitted the
perspectives of oppressed groups. Zinn sought to counter this dominant
paradigm, offering an alternative narrative grounded in the voices of the
oppressed.

---

Core Themes and Methodological Approach

From Top-Down to Bottom-Up History

Zinn’s core methodological stance was a bottom-up approach. Unlike
traditional histories that focus on presidents, generals, and policymakers,
Zinn foregrounds the experiences of ordinary people—laborers, farmers, women,
racial minorities, and activists. He argues that history should be understood
as a series of struggles for justice, resistance, and agency by those
marginalized by mainstream power structures.

Key Themes Explored in the Book

- Colonial Oppression and Indigenous Dispossession: Examining the conquest of



Native peoples and the systemic violence against indigenous cultures.
- Slavery and Racial Oppression: Highlighting the brutal realities of
slavery, racial segregation, and ongoing racial injustice.
- Labor Movements and Class Struggles: Chronicling strikes, protests, and the
fight for workers’ rights.
- Women’s Rights Movements: Documenting the fight for gender equality and
women's suffrage.
- War and Anti-War Movements: Analyzing conflicts such as the American
Revolution, Civil War, Vietnam War, and beyond, through the lens of
resistance.
- Economic Exploitation and Corporate Power: Critiquing capitalism’s role in
perpetuating inequality.

Zinn’s narrative underscores that history is not a sequence of inevitable
events but a series of conflicts, compromises, and victories driven by
collective action.

---

Critical Analysis of A People's History of the
United States

Strengths and Contributions

- Decentering Power: Zinn’s work effectively shifts focus from elites to the
masses, revealing the agency of common people.
- Accessible Writing Style: The narrative is engaging, making complex
historical issues accessible to a broad audience.
- Catalyst for Activism: The book has inspired generations of students,
educators, and activists to view history as a tool for social change.
- Interdisciplinary Approach: Incorporates social, political, economic, and
cultural histories, providing a holistic understanding.

Critiques and Limitations

Despite its influential status, Zinn’s A People’s History has faced
significant criticism:

- Selective Narration: Critics argue that Zinn’s emphasis on conflict and
oppression sometimes leads to oversimplification or overgeneralization.
- Questionable Sources: Some historians question the interpretation and
sourcing of certain events, claiming that Zinn occasionally cherry-picks
evidence to fit his narrative.
- Neglect of Consensus and Complexity: Critics suggest that the book
underrepresents instances of social cooperation, consensus, and the
complexities of historical change.
- Ideological Bias: While Zinn explicitly advocates for social justice,
opponents argue that his perspective is overly partisan, risking a biased
portrayal of history.

---



The Impact and Legacy of Zinn’s A People's
History

Educational Influence

Zinn’s book has become a cornerstone of progressive history curricula across
high schools and universities. Its emphasis on marginalized voices has
challenged educators to reconsider traditional teaching methods and
materials. Many teachers supplement standard textbooks with Zinn’s narrative
to foster critical thinking and social consciousness among students.

Contemporary Relevance

The themes illuminated by Zinn remain resonant today. Movements such as Black
Lives Matter, labor activism, and anti-war protests echo the struggles
chronicled in his work. The book’s emphasis on resistance and agency
continues to inspire activism and scholarship.

Criticism from Conservatives and Traditional
Historians

Conversely, critics from conservative circles and some professional
historians argue that Zinn’s interpretive framework is overly simplistic and
ideologically driven. They contend that his portrayal of American history as
primarily a story of oppression neglects the narratives of progress,
cooperation, and shared national identity.

---

Relevance and Continuing Discourse

The Role of Popular Histories in Public Discourse

Zinn’s A People's History exemplifies the power of popular history to shape
public understanding. Its accessible style and provocative perspective have
made it a perennial bestseller, ensuring its influence persists. The book
invites readers to question official narratives and seek out underrepresented
stories.

Expanding the Canon: New Directions in History

Since Zinn’s publication, historians have continued to expand and diversify
the field. Critical race theory, indigenous studies, gender history, and
economic critiques have further enriched the understanding of American



history. Nonetheless, Zinn’s work remains a foundational text for those
advocating for a more inclusive and socially conscious approach.

---

Conclusion: The Lasting Significance of Howard
Zinn’s A People's History of the United States

Howard Zinn’s A People's History of the United States stands as a
provocative, transformative work that challenged conventional narratives and
brought marginalized voices to the forefront. Its emphasis on resistance,
social justice, and the agency of ordinary people has inspired countless
activists, educators, and students. While it is not without its
flaws—criticisms of selective sourcing and ideological bias—the book’s
influence in democratizing history and promoting critical consciousness is
undeniable.

In a time when debates over national identity, historical memory, and social
justice continue to unfold, Zinn’s work remains a vital touchstone. It
compels us to remember that history is not merely a record of the powerful
but a mosaic of struggles, sacrifices, and collective resilience. Whether as
a tool for education, activism, or scholarly reflection, A People's History
of the United States endures as a testament to the transformative potential
of alternative histories—an enduring call to see the nation through the eyes
of its oppressed, yet resilient, people.

---

In essence, Howard Zinn’s A People's History of the United States serves as
both a mirror and a challenge—reflecting the often-ignored realities of
American history and urging us to confront the uncomfortable truths that
shape our collective past and present.

Zinn Howard A People S History Of The United States

  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: A People's History of the United States
Howard Zinn, 1980 The New Press's Abridged Teaching Edition of A People's History of the United
States has made Howard Zinn's original text available specifically for classroom use. With exercises
and teaching materials to accompany each chapter, this edition spans American Beginnings,
Reconstruction, the Civil War and through to the present, with new chapters on the Clinton
Presidency, the 2000 elections, and the War on Terrorism.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: A People's History of the United
States Howard Zinn, 2010-01-26 “It’s a wonderful, splendid book—a book that should be read by
every American, student or otherwise, who wants to understand his country, its true history, and its
hope for the future.” —Howard Fast, author of Spartacus and The Immigrants “[It] should be
required reading.” —Eric Foner, New York Times Book Review Library Journal calls Howard Zinn’s
iconic A People's History of the United States “a brilliant and moving history of the American people
from the point of view of those…whose plight has been largely omitted from most histories.” Packed
with vivid details and telling quotations, Zinn’s award-winning classic continues to revolutionize the
way American history is taught and remembered. Frequent appearances in popular media such as
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The Sopranos, The Simpsons, Good Will Hunting, and the History Channel documentary The People
Speak testify to Zinn’s ability to bridge the generation gap with enduring insights into the birth,
development, and destiny of the nation.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: A People's History of the United
States Howard Zinn, 2003-02-04 Since its original landmark publication in 1980, A People's History
of the United States has been chronicling American history from the bottom up, throwing out the
official version of history taught in schools -- with its emphasis on great men in high places -- to
focus on the street, the home, and the, workplace. Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its
scholarly research, A People's History is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of
view of -- and in the words of -- America's women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native
Americans, the working poor, and immigrant laborers. As historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our
country's greatest battles -- the fights for a fair wage, an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws,
health and safety standards, universal suffrage, women's rights, racial equality -- were carried out at
the grassroots level, against bloody resistance. Covering Christopher Columbus's arrival through
President Clinton's first term, A People's History of the United States, which was nominated for the
American Book Award in 1981, features insightful analysis of the most important events in our
history. Revised, updated, and featuring a new after, word by the author, this special twentieth
anniversary edition continues Zinn's important contribution to a complete and balanced
understanding of American history.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: A People's History of the United
States Howard Zinn, 2012-11 The Abridged Teaching Edition of A People's History of the United
States has made Howard Zinn's original text available specifically for classroom use. With exercises
and teaching materials to accompany each chapter, this edition spans American Beginnings,
Reconstruction, the Civil War and through to the present, with new chapters on the Clinton
Presidency, the 2000 elections, and the War on Terrorism.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: A People's History of the United
States Howard Zinn, Kathy Emery, Ellen Reeves, 2003 This brilliant and moving history of the
American people (Library Journal) presents more than 500 years of American social and cultural
history, going well beyond the wars and presidencies contained in traditional texts to tell the stories
of working men and women. Abridged for use in the classroom.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: A People's History of the United
States Howard Zinn, 2005-08-02 Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly research, A
People's History of the United States is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of view
of -- and in the words of -- America's women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans,
working poor, and immigrant laborers. This P.S. edition features an extra 16 pages of insights into
the book, including author interviews, recommended reading, and more.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: Voices of a People's History of the
United States Howard Zinn, Anthony Arnove, 2011-01-04 Here in their own words are Frederick
Douglass, George Jackson, Chief Joseph, Martin Luther King Jr., Plough Jogger, Sacco and Vanzetti,
Patti Smith, Bruce Springsteen, Mark Twain, and Malcolm X, to name just a few of the hundreds of
voices that appear in Voices of a People's History of the United States, edited by Howard Zinn and
Anthony Arnove. Paralleling the twenty-four chapters of Zinn's A People's History of the United
States, Voices of a People’s History is the long-awaited companion volume to the national bestseller.
For Voices, Zinn and Arnove have selected testimonies to living history—speeches, letters, poems,
songs—left by the people who make history happen but who usually are left out of history
books—women, workers, nonwhites. Zinn has written short introductions to the texts, which range
in length from letters or poems of less than a page to entire speeches and essays that run several
pages. Voices of a People’s History is a symphony of our nation’s original voices, rich in ideas and
actions, the embodiment of the power of civil disobedience and dissent wherein lies our nation’s true
spirit of defiance and resilience.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: A Young People's History of the



United States Howard Zinn, 2011-01-04 A Young People's History of the United States brings to US
history the viewpoints of workers, slaves, immigrants, women, Native Americans, and others whose
stories, and their impact, are rarely included in books for young people. A Young People's History of
the United States is also a companion volume to The People Speak, the film adapted from A People's
History of the United States and Voices of a People’s History of the United States. Beginning with a
look at Christopher Columbus’s arrival through the eyes of the Arawak Indians, then leading the
reader through the struggles for workers’ rights, women’s rights, and civil rights during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and ending with the current protests against continued
American imperialism, Zinn in the volumes of A Young People’s History of the United States presents
a radical new way of understanding America’s history. In so doing, he reminds readers that
America’s true greatness is shaped by our dissident voices, not our military generals.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: A Young People's History of the
United States Howard Zinn, 2022-12-20 A Young People's History of the United States brings to US
history the viewpoints of workers, enslaved people, immigrants, women, Black people, Latino
Americans, Asian Americans, American Indians, and others whose stories, and their impact, are
rarely included in books for young people. Beginning with a look at Christopher Columbus’s arrival
through the eyes of the Arawak Indians, then leading the reader through the struggles for workers’
rights, women’s rights, and civil rights during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and ending
with the current protests against continued American imperialism, Zinn presents a radical new way
of understanding America’s history. In so doing, he reminds readers that America’s true greatness is
shaped by our dissident voices, not our military generals. A Young People's History of the United
States is also a companion volume to The People Speak, the film adapted from A People's History of
the United States and Voices of a People’s History of the United States.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: The Twentieth Century Howard Zinn,
2009-10-13 “Professor Zinn writes with an enthusiasm rarely encountered in the leaden prose of
academic history....[His] chapter on Vietnam—bringing to life once again the fire-free zones, secret
bombings, massacres, and cover-ups—should be required reading.”—New York Times Book Review
Containing just the Twentieth Century chapters from Howard Zinn’s bestselling A People’s History
of the United States, this reissue is brought up-to-date with coverage of events and developments
since 2001, analyzing such incidents in modern political history such as the Gulf War, the post-Cold
War “peace dividend,” and the continuing debate over welfare, the Clinton presidency, and the “war
on terrorism.” Highlighting not just the usual terms of presidential administrations and
congressional activities, this book provides readers with a “bottom-to-top” perspective, giving voice
to our nation’s minorities and letting the stories of such groups as African Americans, women,
Native Americans, and the laborers of all nationalities be told in their own words. Challenging
traditional interpretations of U.S. history, The Twentieth Century is the book for readers interested
in gaining a more realistic and complete picture of our world.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: Voices of A People's History of the
United States Howard Zinn, Anthony Arnove, 2009 This updated companion to Howard Zinn's classic
A People's History of the United States (Harper Perennial, 2005) brings together the powerful words
and actions of women and men of all races and creeds who, though mostly powerless themselves,
have made change in America across the centuries. The original source book for Matt Damon's 'The
People Speak' series on The History Channel, this classic work from Zinn is a major new release.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: Voices of a People's History of the
United States, 10th Anniversary Edition Howard Zinn, Anthony Arnove, 2014-11-11 Selected
testimonies to living history—speeches, letters, poems, songs—offered by the people who make
history happen, but are often left out of history books: women, workers, nonwhites. Featuring
introductions to the original texts by Howard Zinn. New voices featured in this 10th Anniversary
Edition include Chelsea Manning, speaking after her 35-year prison sentence); Naomi Klein,
speaking from the Occupy Wall Street encampment in Liberty Square; a member of Dream
Defenders, a youth organization that confronts systemic racial inequality; members of the



Undocumented Youth movement, who occupied, marched, and demonstrated in support of the
DREAM Act; a member of the Day Laborers movement; Chicago Teachers Union strikers; and
several critics of the Obama administration, including Glenn Greenwald, on governmental secrecy.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: A Young People's History of the
United States Howard Zinn, 2009-06-02 A Young People's History of the United States brings to US
history the viewpoints of workers, slaves, immigrants, women, Native Americans, and others whose
stories, and their impact, are rarely included in books for young people. Beginning with a look at
Christopher Columbus’s arrival through the eyes of the Arawak Indians, then leading the reader
through the struggles for workers’ rights, women’s rights, and civil rights during the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, and ending with the current protests against continued American imperialism,
Zinn presents a radical new way of understanding America’s history. In so doing, he reminds readers
that America’s true greatness is shaped by our dissident voices, not our military generals. A Young
People's History of the United States is also a companion volume to The People Speak, the film
adapted from A People's History of the United States and Voices of a People’s History of the United
States.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: Rethinking America's Past Robert
Cohen, Sonia E. Murrow, 2021-11
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: Voices of a People's History of the
United States Howard Zinn, 2009-07-01
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: A People's History of the United States:
The Civil War to the present Howard Zinn, 2003
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: People's History of United Sta
Howard Zinn, Ph.D., 2001-01-01 Since its original landmark publication in 1980, A People's History
of the United States has been chronicling American history from the bottom up, throwing out the
official version of history taught in schools -- with its emphasis on great men in high places -- to
focus on the street, the home, and the, workplace. Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its
scholarly research, A People's History is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of
view of -- and in the words of -- America's women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native
Americans, the working poor, and immigrant laborers. As historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our
country's greatest battles -- the fights for a fair wage, an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws,
health and safety standards, universal suffrage, women's rights, racial equality -- were carried out at
the grassroots level, against bloody resistance. Covering Christopher Columbus's arrival through
President Clinton's first term, A People's History of the United States, which was nominated for the
American Book Award in 1981, features insightful analysis of the most important events in our
history. Revised, updated, and featuring a new after, word by the author, this special twentieth
anniversary edition continues Zinn's important contribution to a complete and balanced
understanding of American history.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: Voices/People's History Howard Zinn,
Anthony Arnove, 2014-11-13 Howard Zinn's history tells the story of the United States from the
point of view of women, Native Americans, workers, blacks and Latinos. It serves to remind
generations of Americans that democracy is fundamentally a conversation between people, one that
has always been led by working people and those with the least to lose.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: Readings from Voices of a People's
History of the United States Howard Zinn, Anthony Arnove, 2006-11-07 Bold and empowering words
from America's struggles, past and present, are resurrected here by some of our leading living
voices. Authors Howard Zinn and Anthony Arnove are joined here by Danny Glover, Sarah Jones,
Paul Robeson Jr, Lili Taylor, Wallace Shawn, Marisa Tomei, and Kurt Vonnegut perform the rousing
words of dissent that have shaped and quickened the pulse of a nation. The audio CD consists of
twenty-one readings thoughtfully selected by Zinn and Arnove from Voices of a People's History of
the United States, the long-awaited primary source companion.
  zinn howard a people s history of the united states: A People's History of American Empire



Howard Zinn, Mike Konopacki, Paul Buhle, 2008-04-01 Adapted from the bestselling grassroots
history of the United States, the story of America in the world, told in comics form Since its
landmark publication in 1980, A People's History of the United States has had six new editions, sold
more than 1.7 million copies, become required classroom reading throughout the country, and been
turned into an acclaimed play. More than a successful book, A People's History triggered a
revolution in the way history is told, displacing the official versions with their emphasis on great
men in high places to chronicle events as they were lived, from the bottom up. Now Howard Zinn,
historian Paul Buhle, and cartoonist Mike Konopacki have collaborated to retell, in vibrant comics
form, a most immediate and relevant chapter of A People's History: the centuries-long story of
America's actions in the world. Narrated by Zinn, this version opens with the events of 9/11 and then
jumps back to explore the cycles of U.S. expansionism from Wounded Knee to Iraq, stopping along
the way at World War I, Central America, Vietnam, and the Iranian revolution. The book also follows
the story of Zinn, the son of poor Jewish immigrants, from his childhood in the Brooklyn slums to his
role as one of America's leading historians. Shifting from world-shattering events to one family's
small revolutions, A People's History of American Empire presents the classic ground-level history of
America in a dazzling new form.
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