world commission on environment and
development our common future

world commission on environment and development our common future is a landmark
phrase that encapsulates a pivotal moment in the history of global environmental policy and
sustainable development. It refers to the comprehensive report titled Our Common Future, published
in 1987 by the World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED), also known as the
Brundtland Commission. This report fundamentally redefined how the world perceives the
interconnectedness of economic development, environmental sustainability, and social equity. It
introduced the concept of sustainable development as a universal goal, emphasizing that the needs of
the present should be met without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs. This article explores the origins, core principles, impacts, and ongoing relevance of Our
Common Future and the WCED's work in shaping global environmental governance.

Origins and Formation of the World Commission on
Environment and Development

Background and Need for the Commission

The 1970s and 1980s marked a period of increasing awareness about environmental issues such as
pollution, deforestation, climate change, and loss of biodiversity. Despite these concerns, there was a
lack of coordinated international response or comprehensive strategies to address the root causes of
environmental degradation. The global community recognized that economic growth often came at
the expense of the environment, leading to calls for a new approach that integrated environmental
considerations into development policies.

In 1983, the United Nations General Assembly established the World Commission on Environment and
Development, chaired by Gro Harlem Brundtland, then Prime Minister of Norway. The commission was
tasked with examining the critical environmental and development issues facing the world and
proposing strategies for sustainable development.

The Composition and Mandate of the WCED

The WCED comprised 21 members from diverse backgrounds, including scientists, economists,
politicians, and representatives from developing and developed countries. This diversity aimed to
ensure that the report would reflect a broad range of perspectives and concerns.

The commission’s mandate was to:

- Analyze global environmental and development challenges.

- ldentify policies to promote sustainable development.

- Foster international cooperation to address shared environmental problems.



The Publication of Our Common Future

Key Objectives and Themes

Published in 1987, Our Common Future aimed to provide a comprehensive framework for
understanding the complex relationship between development and the environment. The report
emphasized that economic development and environmental protection are not mutually exclusive but
are deeply intertwined.

Major themes included:

- The concept of sustainable development.

- The importance of eradicating poverty as a central element of environmental protection.
- The necessity of global cooperation and policy integration.

- The role of technology, innovation, and responsible consumption.

Defining Sustainable Development

One of the most influential contributions of the report was the formal definition of sustainable
development:

> “Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.”

This definition underscored that development should be equitable, environmentally sustainable, and
socially inclusive. It shifted the focus from short-term economic gains to long-term resilience and well-
being.

Core Principles of Our Common Future

Interdependence of Environment and Development

The report highlighted that environmental health and economic development are fundamentally
linked. Degradation of natural resources hampers economic progress, especially for the world's
poorest populations.

Equity and Social Justice

Addressing inequalities was central to the report’s vision of sustainable development. It argued that:
- Poverty eradication is essential for environmental sustainability.

- Wealthier nations have a responsibility to support developing countries.

- Social equity fosters stability and sustainable progress.



Global Cooperation

Environmental problems transcend national borders, requiring collective action. International treaties,
agreements, and shared responsibilities are crucial for tackling issues like climate change and
biodiversity loss.

Precautionary Principle

The report advocated for precaution in policy-making, emphasizing that the absence of full scientific
certainty should not delay preventive measures against environmental harm.

Impact and Legacy of Our Common Future

Influence on International Policy and Agreements

The publication of Our Common Future was a turning point in environmental governance. It
influenced:

- The Rio Earth Summit (1992), which produced key agreements such as the Rio Declaration and
Agenda 21.

- The establishment of frameworks like the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC).

- The integration of sustainable development into the agendas of global institutions like the World
Bank and IMF.

Embedding Sustainable Development in Global Discourse

The concept of sustainable development became a guiding principle for international organizations,
national policies, and corporate strategies. It prompted governments to incorporate environmental
considerations into economic planning.

Criticisms and Challenges

Despite its influence, the implementation of sustainable development principles faces challenges:
- Economic interests often conflict with environmental goals.

- Developing nations require financial and technological support.

- Political will varies across countries and over time.

- The complexity of global environmental issues sometimes hampers coordinated action.

Ongoing Relevance of Our Common Future



The Continuing Importance of Sustainable Development

Today, issues such as climate change, biodiversity decline, and resource depletion remain critical. The
principles outlined in Our Common Future serve as a foundation for current initiatives, including the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted in 2015.

Integrating Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

The 17 SDGs build upon the vision of Our Common Future, addressing:
- Poverty (Goal 1)

- Clean water and sanitation (Goal 6)

- Affordable and clean energy (Goal 7)

- Climate action (Goal 13)

- Life below water and on land (Goals 14 and 15)

These goals embody the holistic approach advocated by the WCED, emphasizing interconnectedness
and shared responsibility.

The Role of Education and Awareness

Raising awareness about sustainability, fostering responsible consumption, and promoting
environmental education are vital for realizing the vision of Our Common Future.

Conclusion: The Enduring Message of Our Common
Future

Our Common Future and the work of the WCED represent a seminal moment in the evolution of global
environmental and development policy. By framing sustainable development as a shared goal, it
challenged nations, organizations, and individuals to rethink their roles and responsibilities in shaping
a sustainable future. Although significant progress has been made, ongoing environmental challenges
demand renewed commitment, innovative solutions, and global cooperation. The principles laid out in
the report continue to serve as a guiding compass, reminding humanity that our future depends on
balancing economic growth with ecological stewardship and social justice. As the world confronts
climate change, resource scarcity, and social inequalities, the message of Our Common Future
remains as relevant today as it was over three decades ago: sustainable development is not just a
goal but a necessity for the survival and well-being of all life on Earth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal of the World Commission on
Environment and Development's report 'Our Common Future'?

The main goal is to promote sustainable development by integrating economic growth, environmental
protection, and social equity to ensure a better future for all.



When was 'Our Common Future' published and by whom?

'‘Our Common Future' was published in 1987 by the World Commission on Environment and
Development, also known as the Brundtland Commission.

What is the concept of 'sustainable development' introduced
in 'Our Common Future'?

Sustainable development is defined as development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

How did ‘Our Common Future' influence global environmental
policies?

‘Our Common Future' played a pivotal role in shaping international environmental agendas by
emphasizing the importance of integrating environmental considerations into economic and social
policies, leading to initiatives like the Rio Earth Summit.

What are the key challenges highlighted in 'Our Common
Future' regarding global development?

Key challenges include environmental degradation, resource depletion, poverty, inequality, and the
need for coordinated global action to address these issues sustainably.

How does 'Our Common Future' define the relationship
between environment and development?

It emphasizes that environmental health and economic development are interconnected, advocating
for policies that promote both sustainable economic growth and environmental preservation.

What role did 'Our Common Future' assign to governments
and international organizations?

It called for governments and international organizations to collaborate in creating policies that
promote sustainable development, environmental protection, and social justice worldwide.

Why is 'Our Common Future' still relevant today?

Because its principles of sustainable development remain central to current global efforts addressing
climate change, resource management, and social equity, making it a foundational document for
ongoing environmental and development policies.

Additional Resources

World Commission on Environment and Development: Our Common Future



The phrase "World Commission on Environment and Development: Our Common Future" resonates as
a pivotal milestone in the global dialogue on sustainable development. Convened in the early 1980s,
this influential commission, often referred to simply as the Brundtland Commission after its chair, Gro
Harlem Brundtland, sought to address the mounting environmental challenges faced by humanity and
to chart a pathway toward a more sustainable future. Its report, published in 1987, laid the
foundational framework for modern sustainable development, emphasizing the interconnectedness of
economic growth, social equity, and environmental protection. This article explores the origins, core
principles, and global impact of the commission's work, providing a comprehensive understanding of
its significance in shaping contemporary environmental discourse.

Origins and Formation of the Brundtland Commission
Background Context

In the decades leading up to the commission's formation, the world was experiencing rapid
industrialization, urbanization, and technological advancement. While these developments spurred
unprecedented economic growth, they also led to significant environmental degradation, resource
depletion, and social inequalities. Concerns about climate change, pollution, deforestation, and loss of
biodiversity were intensifying, prompting calls for a more integrated approach to development.

The United Nations, recognizing these pressing issues, established the World Commission on
Environment and Development (WCED) in 1983. The commission was tasked with examining the
global environmental situation and proposing strategies for achieving sustainable development—a
concept that was still emerging at the time.

Composition and Mandate

The commission comprised 21 members from diverse backgrounds, including scientists,
policymakers, economists, and representatives from civil society and industry. This multidisciplinary
makeup aimed to ensure that the recommendations would be holistic and inclusive.

The core mandate was to:

- Assess the state of the global environment

- Identify the links between environmental issues and development
- Recommend strategies for sustainable development that could be adopted globally

The 1987 Report: "Our Common Future"

Key Highlights and Core Messages

The commission's report, titled "Our Common Future," became a seminal document in environmental
and development policy. It articulated several groundbreaking ideas that continue to influence global

discourse:

- Definition of Sustainable Development:
The report famously defined sustainable development as "development that meets the needs of the



present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." This concise
yet profound statement became the guiding principle for subsequent international efforts.

- Interdependence of Environmental and Development Goals:
It emphasized that economic growth, social equity, and environmental health are deeply
interconnected. Ignoring any one aspect jeopardizes overall progress.

- Global Responsibility:

The report underscored that environmental issues are transboundary and require coordinated
international action. It challenged nations to view environmental protection as a shared global
responsibility.

- Urgency and Precaution:
It called for immediate action to address environmental degradation, advocating a precautionary
approach to prevent irreversible damage.

- The Need for Institutional Change:

Recognizing the complexity of sustainable development, the report recommended strengthening
international institutions and fostering cooperation among governments, civil society, and the private
sector.

Major Recommendations

The report outlined several strategic priorities:

- Integrate Environment into Development Planning:
Ensuring environmental considerations are embedded in economic policies and development projects.

- Promote Equity and Poverty Alleviation:
Tackling social inequalities to create a more just and sustainable society.

- Invest in Education and Research:
Raising awareness and developing new technologies for sustainable practices.

- Develop International Frameworks:

Establishing treaties, conventions, and global agreements to address issues like climate change,
biodiversity loss, and pollution.

Global Impact and Legacy

Influence on International Policy

The publication of "Our Common Future" marked a turning point in global environmental policy. It
catalyzed the integration of environmental considerations into development agendas and influenced

the establishment of key international frameworks, such as:

- The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (1992):
Building upon the commission’s call for international cooperation on climate issues.



- The Convention on Biological Diversity (1992):
Reflecting the report’s emphasis on biodiversity preservation.

- Agenda 21 (1992):

A comprehensive plan of action adopted at the Rio Earth Summit, which operationalized many
principles from the report.

Shaping Sustainable Development Goals

Decades after its release, the principles of "Our Common Future" continue to underpin the United
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These 17 goals aim to eradicate poverty, protect the
planet, and ensure prosperity for all by 2030.

Critiques and Challenges

While the report was groundbreaking, it also faced criticism:

- Ambiguity and Vagueness:
Some critics argued that its broad language made implementation difficult.

- Lack of Enforcement Mechanisms:
The report called for global action but lacked binding commitments.

- Economic Concerns:
Industries and governments wary of the costs associated with sustainable practices sometimes

resisted the recommendations.

Despite these challenges, the report's core ideas continue to inspire international cooperation and
policy development.

The Continuing Relevance of "Our Common Future"

Addressing Climate Change

The urgent need to combat climate change exemplifies the enduring relevance of the commission’s
call for immediate and coordinated action. The Paris Agreement (2015), for instance, echoes many
principles from the report, emphasizing global responsibility and sustainable development.

Social Equity and Inclusion

The report's emphasis on social justice remains central in current debates on inequality, marginalized
communities, and the importance of inclusive growth.

Environmental Conservation and Innovation

Technological innovation, renewable energy, and sustainable resource management—areas
highlighted by the commission—are now central to global strategies for environmental preservation.



Conclusion: A Vision for a Sustainable Future

The "World Commission on Environment and Development: Our Common Future" marked a turning
point in how humanity perceives its relationship with the planet. By framing sustainable development
as a shared responsibility that requires integrated action across all sectors and borders, it laid the
groundwork for contemporary environmental policies and global cooperation.

As the world faces unprecedented challenges like climate change, biodiversity loss, and social
inequalities, the principles articulated in the commission’s report serve as a guiding light. They
remind us that the pursuit of economic growth must be balanced with environmental stewardship and
social justice—a vision that remains as vital today as it was over three decades ago.

The legacy of "Our Common Future" underscores that sustainable development is not merely a goal
but a continuous journey requiring collective effort, innovation, and unwavering commitment to
preserving our planet for current and future generations.

World Commission On Environment And Development Our
Common Future

world commission on environment and development our common future: Our Common
Future World Commission on Environment and Development, 1987

world commission on environment and development our common future: Defining
Sustainable Development for Our Common Future Iris Borowy, 2013-12-04 The UN World
Commission on Environment and Development, chaired by former Norwegian Prime Minister Gro
Harlem Brundtland, alerted the world to the urgency of making progress toward economic
development that could be sustained without depleting natural resources or harming the
environment. Written by an international group of politicians, civil servants and experts on the
environment and development, the Brundtland Report changed sustainable development from a
physical notion to one based on social, economic and environmental issues. This book positions the
Brundtland Commission as a key event within a longer series of international reactions to pressing
problems of global poverty and environmental degradation. It shows that its report, Our Common
Future, published in 1987, covered much more than its definition of sustainable development as
development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs for which it became best known. It also addressed a long list of
issues which remain unresolved today. The book explores how the work of the Commission juggled
contradictory expectations and world views, which existed within the Commission and beyond, and
drew on the concept of sustainable development as a way to reconcile profound differences. The
result was both an immense success and disappointment. Coining an irresistibly simple definition
enabled the Brundtland Commission to place sustainability firmly on the international agenda. This
definition gained acceptability for a potentially divisive concept, but it also diverted attention from
underlying demands for fundamental political and social changes. Meanwhile, the central message
of the Commission - the need to make inconvenient sustainability considerations a part of global
politics as much as of everyday life - has been side-lined. The book thus assesses to what extent the
Brundtland Commission represented an immense step forward or a missed opportunity.

world commission on environment and development our common future: Our Common
Future Don Hinrichsen, 1987 A FAO report on agriculture and environment in the future

world commission on environment and development our common future: An Analysis of
The Brundtland Commission's OQur Common Future Ksenia Gerasimova, 2017-07-05 Our


https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-031/world-commission-on-environment-and-development-our-common-future.pdf
https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-031/world-commission-on-environment-and-development-our-common-future.pdf

Common Future is a joint work produced in 1987 by a United Nations commission headed by former
Norwegian Prime Minister, Gro Brundtland. Also known as The Brundtland Report, it offers a classic
approach to problem solving by first asking a productive question. How do we protect the world we
live in for future generations, while at the same time stimulating economic and social development
right now? The solution the work proposes is “sustainable development”, defined in the report as
humanity’s ability “to ensure that it meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet their own needs.” The key conclusion the report came to - that we
need long-term strategies to manage the earth’s natural resources - proved to be so universally
welcomed it introduced the term “sustainability” into the everyday language of international politics.
Solving the problem of workable sustainable development became a hot topic, leading to the birth of
a new academic discipline, environmental economics. The book offered a solution to the problem of
ensuring sustainable development by highlighting the critical importance of international
cooperation.

world commission on environment and development our common future: Implementing
Sustainable Development Phillip J. Cooper, Claudia Maria Vargas, 2004 The authors focus on the
challenge of turning international commitments & policy promises into action. Using examples &
case studies, they examine the successful & failed efforts designed to address the social,
environmental, & economic dimensions of sustainable development.

world commission on environment and development our common future: Signs of Hope
Linda Starke, 1990 From the large hole in the ozone layer over Antarctica to the growing evidence
of a greenhouse effect caused by gas emissions, from the destruction of the Brazilian rain forests to
the almost commonplace oil spills off of both the East and West Coasts of the United States, one fact
is clear. We can no longer ignore what we are doing to the environment. Few publications in recent
times have had as much impact on worldwide public and political thinking on this issue as Our
Common Future. This report of the World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED)
has helped to initiate governmental, institutional, industrial, and social policy changes on an
unprecedented scale. A follow-up to Our Common Future, Signs of Hope records the progress since
1987 in the areas addressed by the commission. Written by Linda Starke, the volume includes input
from Gro Harlem Bruntland, chairman of WCED, from other members of the Commission, and from
key people around the world working towards a sustainable development. Starke explores the
initiatives being taken at the global level, by governments and non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), within industry and labor, and by the media. She also examines the unfinished agenda,
concentrating on the priorities for change in the nineties and the areas where progress is most
lacking. Published in conjunction with the Centre for Our Common Future in Geneva, which
monitors the progress of WCED worldwide, Signs of Hope greatly contributes to the international
dialogue on these vital issues. Everyone concerned with the global environment and what is being
done to salvage it will find this volume invaluable.

world commission on environment and development our common future: The
Sustainable Urban Development Reader Stephen M. Wheeler, Timothy Beatley, 2004 Bringing
together classic readings from a wide variety of sources, this key book investigates how our cities
and towns can become more sustainable. Thirty-eight selections span issues such as land use
planning, urban design, transportation, ecological restoration, economic development, resource use
and equity planning. Section introductions outline the major themes, whilst the editors'
introductions to the individual writings explain their interest and significance to wider debates.
Additional sections present twenty-four case studies of real-world sustainable urban planning
examples, sustainability planning exercises, and further reading. Providing background in theory,
practical application, and vision, in a clear, accessible format, The Sustainable Urban Development
Reader is an essential resource for students, professionals, and indeed anyone interested in the
future of urban environments.

world commission on environment and development our common future: What Next for
Sustainable Development? James Meadowcroft, David Banister, Erling Holden, Oluf Langhelle,



Kristin Linnerud, Geoffrey Gilpin, 2019 This book examines the international experience with
sustainable development since the concept was brought to world-wide attention in Our Common
Future, the 1987 report of the World Commission on Environment and Development. Scholars from a
variety of disciplinary backgrounds engage with three critical themes: negotiating environmental
limits; equity, environment and development; and transitions and transformations. In light of the
2030 Sustainable Development Goals recently adopted by the United Nations General Assembly,
they ask what lies ahead for sustainable development.

world commission on environment and development our common future: Our Common
Future , 1992

world commission on environment and development our common future: Investing in EU
Energy Security Henrik Bjernebye, 2010-01-01 La 4e de couverture indique : Since the introduction
a quarter-century ago of market-based investments in the production of electricity and other critical
services, our awareness of the underlying issues affecting the supply and consumption of energy has
changed radically. No longer can Europe (or any region) rely on over-capacity of electricity
generation and inexpensive primary energy fuels, or disregard the signs of potentially catastrophic
climate change. The author of this timely and sharply focused book shows that, in the light of our
current knowledge, ensuring new investments - and the right investments - in electricity generation
constitutes an urgent energy policy challenge facing the EU over the coming decades. He
accordingly makes the case for a serious reconsideration of the market facilitation and market
intervention rules under electricity market legislation in the EU. In the first detailed legal analysis of
the EU's internal electricity market framework for investments in electricity generation facilities
from the perspective of security of supply, this book cover such legal issues as the following in
precise detail : applicability of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) ;
security of supply as a ground for exemption on the basis of public security ; justifications of public
intervention ; the applicability of EU State aid provisions to investments in energy security ;
requirements imposed by EU law on Member States for ensuring cost-efficient investments in
European supply security ; facilitation of renewable energy sources and cogeneration in the
environmental interest ; the Court of Justice's approach to Member State interventions ; the Court's
decisions on restrictions on free movement in the environmental interest ; Member States' right to
launch tendering procedures for new generation capacity ; Member States' right to impose public
service obligations in the general economic interest on certain undertakings ; and relationship
between the provisions of the TFEU and those of the Euratom Treaty in relation to investments in
nuclear power generation. Throughout the study, in addition to his analysis of the decisions of the
Court of Justice and the Court of First Instance, the author takes into account legal literature and
Union reports, preparatory works, and working papers. The book demonstrates convincingly that
today's energy supply challenges must be based on a broader balancing of security, competitiveness
and sustainability interests. It suggests that the internal electricity market provisions of the
Electricity Directive and the Security of Electricity Supply Directive would benefit from focusing
more intensely on requiring investments in technologies and primary energy sources that will help
mitigate climate change and reduce European energy import dependency, and less on the need for
ensuring cost-efficient investments through market-based means. Through its detailed analysis of
EU law in an area of great significance to both market participants and the public sector, Investing
in EU Energy Security will be welcomed by legal advisors, whether working for the EU electricity
industry or public agencies responsible for implementation of internal electricity market measures,
as well as by academics in this hugely important field of current research.

world commission on environment and development our common future: Comparative
International Law Approaches for Optimizing Petro-Wealth in Nigeria: The Sustainable
Development Pathway Dr. Onome Ejenavi, 2024-03-24 International and Comparative Law
Approaches for Optimizing Petro-Wealth in an SDGs Context and in harmony with sustainable
development forms the core and subject of this book. This book considers a beleaguered Nigerian oil
industry and the pervasive contemporary struggles to sustain lucrative oil production in the 21st



Century. Currently, Nigeria grapples with unrelenting and intractable challenges in its oil industry
and apparently, a plausible means of alleviating the extensive negative impacts of untenable oil
exploitation patterns in the Niger-delta have remained elusive. From the foregoing, the missing
ingredient seems to be a dismal lack of sustainability endeared approaches to guarantee a green
petroleum industry, economic growth and poverty eradication which remain vital considerations for
a developing state like Nigeria. Apparently, the development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the interests, options and indeed, the needs of future generations,
summed-up in the definition of sustainable development, appears to be a maxim with minimal
recognition or import in the Niger-Delta, which remains the hub of oil exploitation in Nigeria. This
book is thus motivated by the constantly evolving, yet irrefutable implications arising from the
concept of Sustainable Development and how it can be realistically applied to oil and gas
exploitation.

world commission on environment and development our common future: Management
and Information Systems Bahattin KARADEMIR, 2019-03-13

world commission on environment and development our common future: U.S.
Development Assistance and Environmentally Sustainable Development United States. Congress.
Senate. Committee on Foreign Relations. Subcommittee on International Economic Policy, Trade,
Oceans, and Environment, 1989

world commission on environment and development our common future: Water and
Human Societies David A. Pietz, Dorothy Zeisler-Vralsted, 2021-08-18 This book explores the
historical relationships between human communities and water. Bringing together for the first time
key texts from across the literature, it discusses how the past has shaped our contemporary
challenges with equitable access to clean and ample water supplies. The book is organized into
chapters that explore thematic issues in water history, including “Water and Civilizations,” Water
and Health,” “Water and Equity” and “Water and Sustainability”. Each chapter is introduced by a
critical overview of the theme, followed by four primary and secondary readings that discuss critical
nodes in the historical and contemporary development of each chapter theme. “Further readings” at
the end of each chapter invite the reader to further explore the dynamics of each theme. The
foundational premise of the book is that in order to comprehend the complexity of global water
challenges, we need to understand the history of cultural forces that have shaped our water
practices. These historical patterns shape the range of choices available to us as we formulate
responses to water challenges. The book will be a valuable resource to all students interested in
understanding the challenges of water use today.

world commission on environment and development our common future: Routledge
Handbook of Sustainability Indicators Simon Bell, Stephen Morse, 2018-06-14 This handbook
provides researchers and students with an overview of the field of sustainability indicators (SIs) as
applied in the interdisciplinary field of sustainable development. The editors have sought to include
views from the center ground of SI development but also divergent ideas which represent some of
the diverse, challenging and even edgy observations which are prominent in the wider field of SI
thinking. The contributions in this handbook: ¢ clearly set out the theoretical background and
history of Sls, their origins, roots and initial goals ¢ expand on the disciplines and modalities
employed to develop Sls of various kinds ¢ assess the various ways in which SI data are gathered
and the availability (over space and time) and quality issues that surround them ¢ explore the
multiplex world of SIs as expressed in agencies around the world, via examples of SI practice and
the lessons that have emerged from them ¢ critically review the progress that SIs have made over
the last 30 years ¢ express the divergence of views which are held about the value of SIs, including
differing theories on their efficacy, efficiency and ethics ¢ explore the frontier of contemporary SI
thinking, reviewing ante/post and systemic alternatives This multidisciplinary and international
handbook will be of great interest to researchers, students and practitioners working in
sustainability research and practice.

world commission on environment and development our common future: Environmental



justice in Africa: Cultural and economic impacts on the legal systems Dennis Oghenerobor Agelebe,
2025-05-26 This book’s overarching theme is to discern the role of law in shaping environmental
justice in Africa. Simultaneously, it delves into the intricate interplay of economic and cultural
factors that can either facilitate or impede the pursuit of justice. Acknowledging that environmental
justice transcends legal frameworks alone, the book emphasises its recognition as a social pillar
integral to sustainable development. In this holistic perspective, environmental justice is positioned
on equal footing with environmental protection and economic sustainability, highlighting its
multifaceted nature in Africa.

world commission on environment and development our common future: Cases on the
Diffusion and Adoption of Sustainable Development Practices Muga, Helen E., Thomas, Ken
D., 2013-01-31 Organizations and businesses are applying sustainable development concepts in their
management strategies in order to improve and rethink products, processes, services, and policies
which will have significant potential to reduce carbon dioxide emissions, excess consumption, and
improve the quality of lives. Cases on the Diffusion and Adoption of Sustainable Development
Practices is a collection of case studies on the concepts and theories of successful sustainable
practices. It also identifies key mechanisms and strategies that have allowed the successful diffusion
of these practices into communities, regions and nations around the world. This reference source is
essential for professionals, researchers, educators and leaders in pursuit of innovative solutions in
sustainable development.

world commission on environment and development our common future: Sustainable
Urban Transitions and New Public Management Kristin Reichborn-Kjennerud, 2025-05-21
Nordic welfare states are often looked to by those who favor more collective and collaborative
models of governance. However, as in other European countries, in recent decades the New Public
Management (NPM) model has hollowed out much of the Nordic welfare state. This book studies
Norway, a late adopter of NPM, and demonstrates the consequences of these changes on Norwegian
society and its compatibility with the transition to a more sustainable society. The first half of the
book demonstrates the ensuing consequences of NPM on Norwegian society, and questions whether
NPM is compatible with the transition to a more sustainable society. The second half of the book
describes a more transformative direction, furthering sustainable cities that will support the health
and wellbeing of their inhabitants better, and ushering more collaborative efforts to improve
sustainability. Working from visions of a new future rather than from existing systems, based on an
alternative and more holistic governance model, could take our communities in a more sustainable
direction. The book will be of great interest to scholars and students of sustainability, public
management and urban development.

world commission on environment and development our common future: International
Development Anna Lanoszka, 2025-07-09 International Development: Strategies and Legacies of
Socio-Economic Development examines the multifaceted challenges and strategies underlying
socio-economic progress in a globally interconnected world. Grounded in a thorough historical and
theoretical framework, this book explores the evolution of developmental strategies, from
post-colonial challenges, the growing influence of international organizations, and the role of state
policies to the impacts of global market integration and demands for environmental sustainability. It
scrutinizes the effectiveness of international organizations and foreign aid agencies, the resilience of
local strategies, and the persistent disparities shaped by historical legacies, extractive and inclusive
state institutions, deficit of individual rights, systemic poverty, gender inequality, armed conflicts,
environmental hazards, and food insecurity. Through case studies and document-driven insights, it
highlights the intersection of institutional frameworks, economic imperatives, and human agency in
shaping developmental outcomes. By integrating environmental and sustainability considerations
with economic strategies, the book underscores the necessity of inclusive policies that address
structural barriers and promote human-centered development. This new edition has been thoroughly
updated to include material on decolonization, the various effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, gender
and sexual orientation-based discrimination, climate change, migration, and economic insecurity.



With a multi-disciplinary approach taking into account politics, international relations, economics,
sociology, cultural studies, and the history of development, this book is an invaluable resource for
students and scholars, as well as policy makers and practitioners working and researching in those
fields.

world commission on environment and development our common future: Development
in International Law Qerim Qerimi, 2012-05-16 The dominant conceptions of development and the
right thereto have been confined to narrow, sectoral interpretations focusing on economic matrices
and collective entities such as the state or peoples. This book delimits these key notions of the public
order of the 21st century in an entirely new fashion. Drawing on fundamental precepts of
policy-oriented jurisprudence, this book offers a comprehensive and systematic study and
redefinition of development and the right to development guided by the goal of maximum access by
all to the processes of shaping and sharing of all things humans value, including, empirically,
aspirations to power, wealth, well-being, affection, enlightenment, skills, respect, and rectitude. This
new paradigm of development offers fertile ground for legal and policy responses designed to bring
about a public order of human dignity in all parts of the planet. The book was awarded the Society of
Policy Scientists 2012 Harold D. Lasswell Prize.
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