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Soundtrack to City of Angels

The soundtrack to City of Angels is a captivating musical collection that perfectly
complements the film’s emotional depth and ethereal atmosphere. Released alongside the
1998 romantic fantasy film directed by Brad Silberling, the soundtrack has become iconic
in its own right, resonating with audiences through its haunting melodies, soulful lyrics,
and evocative compositions. Whether you’re a fan of the movie or a lover of powerful
music, the soundtrack offers a compelling listening experience that captures the essence
of Los Angeles, love, and the supernatural themes woven into the film's narrative.

Overview of the City of Angels Soundtrack

The soundtrack to City of Angels features a carefully curated mix of songs from various
artists, blending genres such as rock, pop, alternative, and soulful ballads. Its diverse
tracklist reflects the film's themes of love, loss, and longing, creating an emotional
landscape that enhances the cinematic experience.

Key Highlights:

- A mixture of well-known artists and emerging talents
- Songs that mirror the film’s mood and narrative

- A blend of original score pieces and popular tracks

The soundtrack was released in 1998 by Maverick Records and quickly gained recognition,
not only for its connection to the film but also for its standalone musical significance.

Major Tracks and Their Significance

The soundtrack features several standout songs that have left lasting impressions. Below
are some of the most notable tracks and their importance within the context of the film
and music history.

"Uninvited" by Alanis Morissette

- Role in the Film: Serves as the opening theme, setting the tone for the movie's romantic
and mystical themes.

- Musical Style: A haunting, moody alternative rock ballad with introspective lyrics.

- Impact: The song was nominated for a Grammy Award for Best Female Rock Vocal



Performance and became synonymous with the film’s emotional core.

"Iris" by Goo Goo Dolls

- Role in the Film: Although not included on the original soundtrack album, it became
associated with the movie through promotional materials.

- Musical Style: An emotional and powerful alternative rock ballad emphasizing
vulnerability and longing.

- Impact: One of the most popular songs of 1998, it helped cement the film's romantic tone
and remains a classic.

"Lay Lady Lay" by Bob Dylan

- Role in the Film: Used in a pivotal scene, adding a layer of nostalgic Americana.
- Musical Style: Folk-rock with soulful vocals.
- Impact: Its inclusion highlights the film’s blending of different musical eras and styles.

"Angel" by Sarah McLachlan

- Role in the Film: Enhances the ethereal and spiritual aspects of the story.

- Musical Style: A soft, melodic ballad with heartfelt lyrics.

- Impact: Its soothing sound and emotional depth make it a fan favorite and a staple of late
90s soft rock playlists.

Original Score and Instrumental Pieces

Apart from popular songs, the soundtrack to City of Angels includes an original score
composed by Gabriel Yared. His compositions add a layer of atmospheric depth to the film,
emphasizing its supernatural elements and emotional nuances.

Features of the Score:

- Ethereal melodies that evoke a sense of wonder and longing

- Subtle orchestral arrangements that complement the narrative

- Use of piano and strings to create a haunting, romantic ambiance

This score is often praised for its ability to evoke mood and deepen the storytelling without
overshadowing the vocal tracks.



Thematic Elements in the Soundtrack

The soundtrack’s selection of songs and compositions reflects several core themes of City
of Angels:

. Love and Desire: Tracks like "Iris" and "Angel" highlight the passionate and longing

aspects of romantic relationships.

. Spirituality and Transcendence: Songs with ethereal qualities, such as Sarah

McLachlan’s "Angel," reinforce the film’s mystical themes.

. Loss and Longing: Melancholic melodies and poignant lyrics evoke feelings of

separation, mortality, and yearning.

. Los Angeles as a Setting: The diverse musical styles mirror the city’s vibrant,

eclectic culture.

These elements collectively create an immersive auditory experience that aligns
seamlessly with the film’s visual storytelling.

Influence and Legacy of the Soundtrack

The soundtrack to City of Angels achieved commercial success and cultural influence
beyond the film itself. It spawned hits that received radio play, contributed to the
popularity of certain artists, and influenced subsequent movie soundtracks.

Achievements:

- Certified multi-platinum in several countries

- Nominated for awards including the Grammy for Best Soundtrack Album

- Songs like "Uninvited" and "Iris" continue to be played and covered decades later

Legacy:

- The soundtrack is often cited as a prime example of late 90s cinematic music.

- Its blend of alternative rock and soft ballads set a template for future film soundtracks.
- The emotional depth of the songs has kept the soundtrack relevant for new generations
of listeners.



How to Experience the City of Angels Soundtrack
Today

If you wish to immerse yourself in the soundtrack to City of Angels, there are multiple
ways to access this musical collection:

1. Streaming Services: Platforms like Spotify, Apple Music, and Amazon Music
feature the complete soundtrack for easy listening.

2. Physical Copies: CDs and vinyl records are available through online retailers and
secondhand stores for collectors and enthusiasts.

3. Digital Purchase: Websites like iTunes and Google Play offer digital downloads of
the soundtrack tracks.

4. Movie Streaming Platforms: Watching City of Angels with the soundtrack as a
backdrop provides an immersive experience.

Listening to the soundtrack in its entirety allows for a deeper appreciation of the
emotional and artistic layers embedded in the music.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of the City of
Angels Soundtrack

The soundtrack to City of Angels remains a timeless collection that captures the essence
of love, spirituality, and longing. Its carefully curated blend of soulful ballads, haunting
melodies, and original score pieces creates a musical landscape that continues to resonate
with audiences worldwide. Whether you’re revisiting the film or discovering its music for
the first time, this soundtrack offers an evocative journey into the heart and soul of the
City of Angels.

For fans of emotionally rich, beautifully crafted music, the soundtrack to City of Angels
stands as a testament to the power of soundtrack albums to enhance storytelling and
evoke lasting memories. Its legacy endures as a perfect musical companion to one of the
most romantic and mystical films of the late 20th century.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the main songs featured in the 'City of Angels'
soundtrack?

The soundtrack includes a mix of soulful ballads and rock tracks, notably 'Uninvited' by
Alanis Morissette, 'Iris' by Goo Goo Dolls, and 'Angel' by Sarah McLachlan, among others.

Who are the primary artists contributing to the 'City of
Angels' soundtrack?

The soundtrack features artists like Alanis Morissette, Goo Goo Dolls, Sarah McLachlan,
and other prominent musicians from the late 1990s.

How does the 'City of Angels' soundtrack complement
the film's themes?

The soundtrack's emotive and introspective songs reflect the film's themes of love,
longing, and spirituality, enhancing the emotional depth of the story.

Was the 'City of Angels' soundtrack commercially
successful?

Yes, the soundtrack was well-received, charting on Billboard and contributing to the film's
overall popularity, with some tracks like 'Uninvited' gaining significant radio play.

Are there any notable collaborations or unique features
on the 'City of Angels' soundtrack?

While primarily featuring individual artists, the soundtrack is praised for its cohesive
selection of contemporary music that captures the film's mood, though it does not feature
major collaborations.

Additional Resources
Soundtrack to City of Angels: An In-Depth Exploration of Music and Mood

The soundtrack to City of Angels stands as a compelling auditory journey that captures the
ethereal, romantic, and introspective essence of the film. Released in 1998 alongside the
romantic fantasy movie directed by Brad Silberling, the soundtrack seamlessly blends
contemporary pop, soul, and acoustic melodies to evoke the emotional landscape of angels
and humans intertwined. It’s more than just a collection of songs; it’s an integral narrative
device that amplifies the film’s themes of love, loss, and longing. This article delves into
the intricacies of the soundtrack to City of Angels, exploring its key tracks, artists,
thematic significance, and how it enhances the cinematic experience.



The Context and Creation of the Soundtrack
A Romantic Tale Set to Music

City of Angels features a story about an angel, Seth (played by Nicolas Cage), who falls in
love with a mortal woman, Maggie (Meg Ryan). The film’s tone is contemplative, tender,
and sometimes melancholic, requiring a soundtrack that resonates with these moods. The
creators of the soundtrack aimed to craft a musical backdrop that complements the film's
poetic visuals and introspective narration.

The Production Process

The soundtrack was curated with input from the film’s director and music supervisor,
focusing on songs that evoke the spiritual and emotional themes of the story. It includes a
mix of original songs and covers, with prominent contributions from artists like U2, Sarah
McLachlan, and Chris Isaak. The production aimed to balance mainstream appeal with a
soulful depth that mirrored the film’s exploration of love beyond physical existence.

Key Tracks and Their Significance
1. "Iris" by Goo Goo Dolls

- Overview: Perhaps the most iconic song associated with City of Angels, "Iris" was written
specifically for the film and became a massive hit.

- Themes: The song’s lyrics speak to feelings of invisibility and longing, aligning with
Seth’s divine perspective and his desire to connect with Maggie.

- Impact: Its soaring chorus and heartfelt lyrics encapsulate the film’s core emotional
conflict— the yearning to be seen and loved for who one truly is.

2. "Angel" by Sarah McLachlan

- Overview: A haunting ballad that explores themes of vulnerability and salvation.

- Themes: Its gentle melody and introspective lyrics complement scenes of reflection and
emotional depth.

- Significance: The song underscores the spiritual dimension of the film, emphasizing the
angels’ role as protectors and guides.

3. "Stay (I Missed You)" by Lisa Loeb

- Overview: An early 90s hit that fits seamlessly into the soundtrack’s romantic fabric.

- Themes: The song’s lyrics about longing and missing someone resonate with Maggie’s
feelings and the overarching narrative of separation and desire.

- Usage: It plays during moments of introspection and emotional vulnerability.

4. "Uninvited" by Alanis Morissette
- Overview: Featured prominently in the film, this track’s edgy tone adds a layer of

complexity.
- Themes: It deals with feelings of alienation and internal conflict, paralleling the angels’



own struggles with their divine duties versus personal desires.
5. "The Moon" by Sarah McLachlan

- Overview: Another McLachlan contribution, emphasizing serenity and longing.
- Themes: The song’s calming melodies evoke the celestial and otherworldly aspects of the
story.

6. "All I Want" by A Perfect Circle
- Overview: A darker, more intense track that underscores moments of emotional turmoil.

- Themes: It reflects the inner conflict experienced by the characters, especially Seth as he
grapples with mortality and love.

The Artists Behind the Music

The soundtrack to City of Angels features a curated selection of artists known for their
emotive and poetic songwriting:

- Goo Goo Dolls: Their song "Iris" became emblematic of the film’s romantic spirit.

- Sarah McLachlan: Her ethereal voice adds a spiritual dimension.

- Lisa Loeb: Known for her distinctive style, her song complements the film’s themes of
longing.

- Alanis Morissette: Her raw emotional expression enriches the soundtrack’s depth.

- Chris Isaak: Contributing with his signature croon, adding a nostalgic touch.

This mix of artists creates a cohesive yet diverse musical landscape that mirrors the film’s
blend of the divine and the human.

Thematic Elements of the Soundtrack

Love and Longing

At its core, the soundtrack emphasizes the universal themes of love transcending
boundaries—whether mortal or divine. Tracks like "Iris" and "Stay" evoke a sense of
yearning that is central to the film’s plot.

Spirituality and Transcendence

Songs like "Angel" and "The Moon" introduce a spiritual layer, emphasizing the celestial
nature of the angels and their connection to the divine.

Emotional Vulnerability

The soundtrack’s selection of slow, melodic songs encourages introspection and emotional
openness, aligning with the film’s contemplative tone.



How the Soundtrack Enhances the Film

The soundtrack to City of Angels functions as both an emotional anchor and a narrative
enhancer. Here’s how:

Amplifying Emotional Moments

Songs like "Iris" play during pivotal scenes, heightening the emotional impact and making
the audience feel the characters’ inner struggles.

Establishing Mood and Atmosphere

The gentle melodies and soulful vocals set a tranquil, contemplative mood that aligns with
the film’s poetic visuals.

Reinforcing Themes

Music choices underscore key themes—divinity, love, longing, and sacrifice—adding layers
of meaning to the on-screen action.

Reception and Legacy

The soundtrack to City of Angels was well-received, with "Iris" topping charts worldwide
and becoming an enduring ballad of the late 1990s. Its success contributed to the
soundtrack’s lasting legacy as a quintessential example of cinematic music that
complements and elevates storytelling.

The soundtrack also helped popularize some of the contributing artists, particularly the
Goo Goo Dolls and Sarah McLachlan, whose songs became emblematic of the era’s
musical landscape.

Final Thoughts

The soundtrack to City of Angels exemplifies how music can serve as a vital storytelling
tool, transcending language and visuals to evoke deep emotional responses. Its carefully
curated selection of songs creates a musical tapestry that captures the film’s core
themes—Ilove, spirituality, longing—and invites the audience into a reflective space.
Whether through the soaring vocals of Sarah McLachlan or the heartfelt lyrics of Goo Goo
Dolls, the soundtrack remains a testament to the power of music in cinematic storytelling.

In conclusion, the soundtrack to City of Angels is more than just background music; it is
an integral part of the film’s emotional architecture. It elevates the narrative, deepens
character development, and leaves a lasting imprint on listeners—reminding us of the



divine beauty and complexity of human emotion.
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reviews of more than three thousand albums of film, television, and stage music.

soundtrack to city of angels: Film Music at the Piano H. Stephen Wright, 2003 Printed
versions of instrumental film scores can be quite difficult to find, and in many cases the
arrangements cited in this book are the only available printed manifestations. The text presents
virtually every major film composer, including Max Steiner, Erich Wolfgang Korngold, Bernard
Hermann, Jerry Goldsmith, and John Williams.

soundtrack to city of angels: American Angels Peter Gardella, 2007 Explores the rich history
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