maldives on the map

maldives on the map is more than just a geographical location; it is a symbol of pristine beauty,
tropical paradise, and unique cultural heritage. Situated in the Indian Ocean, southwest of Sri Lanka
and India, the Maldives comprises a chain of 26 atolls that house over 1,000 coral islands. Its strategic
position, diverse marine ecosystems, and vibrant culture make it a fascinating subject of study for
travelers, geographers, and environmentalists alike. This article explores the Maldives’ geographical
features, its position on the world map, and the significance of its location in global and regional
contexts.

Geographical Overview of the Maldives

Location and Coordinates

The Maldives is located approximately between latitudes 1°6' North and 7°10' South, and longitudes
72°32' East and 73°45' East. This positioning places the country squarely within the Indian Ocean,
spanning an area of about 298 square kilometers. Despite its small landmass, the Maldives' extensive
coral reefs and atolls stretch over 800 kilometers from north to south.

Atolls and Islands

The Maldives is composed of:
e 26 atolls - ring-shaped coral reef formations that encircle lagoons
e Over 1,000 coral islands - ranging from tiny uninhabited islets to larger inhabited islands

e Approximately 200 inhabited islands with permanent residents

These atolls form a chain that is often likened to a string of pearls on the Indian Ocean’s surface, a
view that has made the Maldives a recognizable feature on world maps.

The Maldives on the World Map

Geopolitical Significance

The Maldives holds a unique position geopolitically:

1. Strategic Location: It lies along major Indian Ocean shipping routes, making it significant for
maritime trade and security.



2. Regional Relations: Shares close ties with neighboring countries, especially India and Sri
Lanka, influencing regional diplomacy.

3. Environmental Diplomacy: As a low-lying island nation vulnerable to climate change, the
Maldives plays an active role in global environmental discussions.

Representation on the Map

On global maps, the Maldives is:
e Situated roughly south of India and west of Sri Lanka

e Located in the tropical zone, characterized by its equatorial climate



