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Introduction

"laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning" is more than just a
phrase; it encapsulates a profound literary work that has captivated readers
for decades. Laurie Lee’s memoir, famously titled As I Walked Out One
Midsummer Morning, is a timeless narrative that chronicles the author's
youthful adventures across Spain and reflects on themes of freedom,
discovery, and the human connection with nature. Published in 1969, the book
is celebrated for its lyrical prose, vivid descriptions, and heartfelt
storytelling, making it a classic in travel and autobiographical literature.

In this article, we'll explore the background of Laurie Lee's As I Walked Out
One Midsummer Morning, delve into its themes and literary significance,
analyze its impact on readers and critics, and provide insights into why this
memoir remains a vital piece of English literary heritage. Whether you're a
long-time fan or new to Laurie Lee's work, understanding this memoir offers a
window into a transformative journey that continues to inspire.

Background and Context of Laurie Lee’s As I
Walked Out One Midsummer Morning

Laurie Lee: The Man Behind the Memoir

Laurie Lee (1914–1997) was an English poet, novelist, and travel writer
renowned for his lyrical voice and vivid storytelling. Born in
Gloucestershire, Lee's early life was marked by rural simplicity, which
heavily influenced his writing style. His work often reflects a nostalgic
fondness for the English countryside, combined with a keen sense of
observation and a poetic sensibility.

Before embarking on his journey, Lee was a young man seeking adventure beyond
the confines of his rural upbringing. His experiences, both personal and
cultural, shaped his perspective and fueled his desire to explore.



The Journey: From England to Spain

As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning recounts Laurie Lee's journey across
Spain in the late 1930s, a period marked by political upheaval and social
change. Inspired by a desire for independence and a love of music and art,
Lee set out to experience Spain's vibrant culture firsthand.

His journey begins in England, where he prepares for the voyage, and then
proceeds through France before finally arriving in Spain. The memoir vividly
describes his encounters with local people, the landscapes, festivals, and
the cultural atmosphere of the time.

Historical and Cultural Significance

The memoir is set against the backdrop of a turbulent Spain on the brink of
civil war. Lee's observations provide a unique outsider’s perspective during
a critical historical juncture. His reflections on the political tensions,
social disparities, and the resilience of the Spanish people add depth and
context to his personal narrative.

Moreover, the book captures the essence of a Europe on the cusp of
transformation, making it not just a travel memoir but also a subtle
commentary on the societal shifts of the era.

Themes and Literary Elements in As I Walked Out
One Midsummer Morning

Exploration of Freedom and Self-Discovery

One of the central themes of Laurie Lee's memoir is the pursuit of personal
freedom. His decision to leave England and explore Spain symbolizes a quest
for self-discovery and liberation from societal constraints. The journey
becomes an allegory for breaking free from routine and embracing the unknown.

Lee’s vivid descriptions evoke the sense of liberation he feels walking
through unfamiliar landscapes, meeting new people, and experiencing different
ways of life.

Connection with Nature and the Environment

Lee’s poetic prose reflects a profound appreciation for nature. His
descriptions of the Spanish countryside—mountains, fields, rivers, and



villages—are imbued with a reverence that elevates the natural world to a
character in its own right.

This connection to nature underscores the memoir's celebration of life's
simplicity and the beauty of the natural environment as a source of solace
and inspiration.

Vivid Character and Cultural Portrayal

The book features numerous sketches of local characters, artisans, farmers,
and townspeople, painted with warmth and authenticity. Lee’s empathetic
portrayal of diverse individuals offers readers a glimpse into Spanish life
in the 1930s, emphasizing themes of community, resilience, and cultural
richness.

Literary Style and Use of Language

Laurie Lee’s writing is characterized by lyrical, poetic language that
transports readers to the scenes he describes. His use of rich imagery,
sensory details, and rhythmic prose creates an immersive experience.

For example, Lee’s descriptions evoke not only visual imagery but also
tactile and auditory sensations, making the reader feel present in each
moment.

Impact and Critical Reception

Reception at the Time of Publication

Upon its release, As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning received widespread
acclaim for its lyrical style and heartfelt storytelling. Critics praised
Lee’s ability to blend personal narrative with cultural and historical
insights, creating a compelling and evocative travel memoir.

Readers appreciated the book’s honesty, warmth, and vivid descriptions, which
fostered a sense of wanderlust and introspection.

Enduring Legacy and Influence

Decades after its publication, the memoir remains a beloved classic,
inspiring generations of travelers, writers, and readers. Its influence



extends beyond literature into cultural perceptions of Spain and the art of
travel writing.

The book has been credited with helping to popularize the genre of lyrical
travel memoirs and has inspired adaptations, including radio plays and stage
performances.

Why It Continues to Resonate

- The universal themes of adventure, self-discovery, and cultural exchange.
- Its poetic language that elevates the travel narrative into art.
- The sincere portrayal of human connection amid political turmoil.
- Its nostalgic tone that appeals to those seeking to reconnect with simpler
ways of life.

Why Read As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning
Today?

For Inspiration and Wanderlust

The memoir ignites a sense of curiosity and adventure, encouraging readers to
explore the world with an open mind and heart.

To Appreciate Cultural Diversity

Lee’s observations foster an appreciation for different cultures, traditions,
and ways of life, emphasizing the importance of empathy and understanding.

As a Model of Lyrical and Reflective Writing

Aspiring writers can learn from Lee’s mastery of poetic prose, vivid imagery,
and authentic storytelling techniques.

For Reflection on Personal Freedom and Society

The book prompts introspection about personal choices, societal constraints,
and the pursuit of happiness.



Conclusion

Laurie Lee’s As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning remains a luminous example
of travel memoirs that blend lyrical prose, cultural insight, and personal
growth. Its enduring appeal lies in its universal themes, beautifully crafted
language, and honest portrayal of a young man’s journey through a changing
Europe.

Whether you are drawn by the allure of Spain, interested in poetic
storytelling, or seeking inspiration for your own adventures, Laurie Lee’s
memoir offers a timeless reminder of the transformative power of travel and
the beauty of embracing life’s uncertainties. As you reflect on Lee’s
journey, may it inspire you to explore the world and your inner landscape
with equal curiosity and courage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Laurie Lee's 'As I Walked
Out One Midsummer Morning'?
The book explores themes of personal discovery, the beauty of rural Spain,
cultural exchange, and the transformative power of travel and adventure.

How does Laurie Lee depict the Spanish landscape in
the memoir?
Lee vividly describes the Spanish countryside with poetic detail, capturing
its landscapes, villages, and local life to evoke a sense of place and
atmosphere.

What inspired Laurie Lee to write 'As I Walked Out
One Midsummer Morning'?
Inspired by his own travels and experiences in Spain during the 1930s, Lee
wished to share his journey, cultural encounters, and reflections on the
country.

How does Laurie Lee portray the local people and
culture in his memoir?
He presents the local people with warmth and respect, highlighting their
customs, traditions, and way of life, which deeply influenced his
understanding of Spain.



What significance does the title 'As I Walked Out
One Midsummer Morning' hold?
The title reflects the beginning of Lee’s journey, symbolizing a moment of
personal adventure and the spontaneous start of his travels in Spain.

Is 'As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning' a
fictional story or a memoir?
It is a memoir based on Laurie Lee's real experiences traveling across Spain
during the 1930s.

How has Laurie Lee's writing style in this book
contributed to its popularity?
His poetic, lyrical prose and vivid descriptions create an immersive reading
experience that resonates with readers and captures the essence of his
journey.

What historical context is important to
understanding Laurie Lee's journey in the book?
The memoir is set during the 1930s, a period of social and political upheaval
in Spain, which adds depth to the cultural backdrop of Lee’s travels.

How does Laurie Lee's 'As I Walked Out One Midsummer
Morning' compare to his other works?
It shares similar lyrical prose and themes of travel and self-discovery found
in his other writings, but it is particularly celebrated for its vivid
depiction of Spain.

Why is 'As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning'
considered a classic travel memoir?
Because of its poetic language, authenticity, and captivating portrayal of
Spain, it has become a beloved and influential piece in the genre of travel
literature.

Additional Resources
Laurie Lee: As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning — An Intimate Journey
Through a Poet’s Classic Memoir

Laurie Lee’s As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning remains one of the most
evocative and heartfelt travel memoirs of the 20th century. First published



in 1969, the book chronicles Lee’s youthful journey from the bustling streets
of London to the serene villages and rugged countryside of southern Spain.
This work is not merely a travelogue; it is a lyrical meditation on freedom,
self-discovery, and the transformative power of nature and human connection.
Its enduring appeal lies in Lee’s exquisite prose, vivid imagery, and
reflective tone, which together create an immersive experience that
transports readers to a sun-drenched landscape intertwined with personal
growth.

In this comprehensive review, we will explore the multifaceted layers of
Lee’s memoir, examining its literary qualities, thematic core, historical
context, and lasting influence. By dissecting each element with detailed
analysis, we aim to offer a nuanced understanding of why As I Walked Out One
Midsummer Morning continues to resonate with readers and critics alike.

---

Background and Context: The Life of Laurie Lee

Early Life and Literary Foundations
Laurie Lee was born in 1914 in the Gloucestershire village of Stroud,
England. Growing up in a rural environment, Lee developed an early love for
the countryside, which profoundly shaped his worldview and literary voice.
His childhood and adolescence were marked by a keen appreciation for the
natural world, as well as a deep curiosity about distant lands.

Lee’s early career as a poet and novelist established him as a distinctive
voice in British literature. His poetry often reflected the rural landscapes
of his youth, while his novels and essays explored themes of identity,
belonging, and the passage of time. As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning
represents a pivotal moment in his life—a spontaneous decision to leave
behind the familiar and seek out new horizons.

The Political and Cultural Climate of the 1930s
Published in 1969 but set against the backdrop of the 1930s, the memoir
captures a period of great social upheaval and political unrest. The rise of
fascism in Europe, the threat of war, and the shifting cultural landscape
influenced Lee’s desire for independence and authentic experience. His
journey to Spain coincided with the tumultuous years leading up to the
Spanish Civil War, adding layers of historical significance to his personal
narrative.

---



The Narrative Structure and Literary Style

First-Person Intimate Narration
Lee’s memoir is narrated in a confessional, first-person voice that lends the
work intimacy and immediacy. His candid reflections and poetic descriptions
create a sense of shared experience, inviting readers to walk alongside him
on his journey. The narrative is episodic yet cohesive, with each chapter
capturing a distinct phase of his voyage and inner development.

Poetry and Prose: A Harmonious Blend
One of the defining features of Lee’s writing is his lyrical prose, which
often borders on poetry. His vivid imagery—whether depicting the rolling
hills of Gloucestershire, the bustling streets of London, or the sun-drenched
plazas of Spain—evokes sensory richness. This poetic style elevates the
memoir beyond mere travel recounting, transforming it into a celebration of
life’s fleeting moments and enduring beauty.

Use of Symbolism and Imagery
Throughout the book, Lee employs symbolism to deepen thematic resonance. The
journey itself becomes a metaphor for self-discovery; the natural landscape
mirrors his internal awakening. The recurring imagery of light, sun, and
warmth underscores themes of hope, vitality, and enlightenment.

---

Thematic Analysis

Freedom and Liberation
A central motif of Lee’s memoir is the pursuit of personal freedom. Leaving
behind the constraints of societal expectations and the oppressive urban
environment, Lee seeks liberation through travel and connection with the
natural world. His spontaneous departure signifies a break from convention
and an embrace of authenticity.

Connection with Nature
Lee’s deep reverence for nature informs his narrative. The countryside of
Gloucestershire, the open roads, and the landscapes of Spain serve as
catalysts for introspection and joy. His descriptions convey a sense of



harmony and unity with the natural environment, emphasizing its restorative
and transformative qualities.

Self-Discovery and Identity
The memoir chronicles Lee’s internal voyage as much as his external travels.
Through encounters with diverse people and landscapes, he explores questions
of identity, belonging, and purpose. His journey reflects the universal human
quest for meaning beyond societal roles.

Cross-Cultural Encounters
Traveling from England to Spain, Lee immerses himself in a different culture,
language, and social fabric. These interactions challenge his preconceptions
and foster personal growth. His appreciation for Spanish traditions, music,
and community underscores the importance of openness and adaptability.

Historical and Political Underpinnings
Though primarily a personal narrative, the memoir subtly touches on the
political tensions of the era. Lee’s encounter with Spain occurs during a
period of political instability, hinting at the larger conflicts shaping
European history. This context enriches the reader’s understanding of his
motivations and experiences.

---

Critical Reception and Literary Significance

Initial Reception
Upon publication, As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning was praised for its
lyrical prose, vivid imagery, and heartfelt honesty. Critics lauded Lee’s
ability to blend personal reflection with cultural and geographical insights,
creating a work that appeals on multiple levels.

Enduring Influence
The memoir has cemented its place as a quintessential travelogue and
autobiographical work. Its influence extends beyond literature into the
realms of travel writing, poetry, and cultural studies. The book inspires
readers to seek their own journeys of discovery, emphasizing that travel is
as much an inward voyage as an outward adventure.



Comparison with Contemporary Works
Compared to other travel memoirs of its time, Lee’s work stands out for its
poetic sensibility and philosophical depth. While many travel writers focus
on exotic locations or practical narratives, Lee’s introspective approach
offers a more profound exploration of the human condition.

---

Legacy and Adaptations

Impact on Literature and Culture
Lee’s memoir continues to influence writers and travelers, inspiring a
generation to view travel as a path to self-awareness. Its themes resonate
with contemporary audiences seeking authenticity and meaning in their
journeys.

Adaptations and Influences
While primarily celebrated as a literary work, the memoir’s evocative
descriptions have inspired adaptations in other media, including radio and
stage performances. Its poetic style has also influenced poets and writers
exploring themes of nature, freedom, and identity.

---

Conclusion: Why As I Walked Out One Midsummer
Morning Remains Timeless

Laurie Lee’s As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning endures because it
embodies the universal desire for exploration, understanding, and connection.
Its rich lyrical language captures the beauty of both landscape and inner
life, reminding readers of the transformative power of stepping beyond
comfort zones. The memoir’s blend of poetic prose, thematic depth, and
personal honesty creates a work that is not only a travel account but also a
profound meditation on life itself.

As contemporary readers continue to seek authentic stories of adventure and
self-discovery, Laurie Lee’s classic reminds us that sometimes, the most
meaningful journeys begin with a single step—out into the world, into
oneself, and into the shimmering light of a midsummer morning.



Laurie Lee As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning

  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: As I Walked Out One Midsummer
Morning Laurie Lee, 2014-06-10 The author of Cider with Rosie continues his bestselling
autobiographical trilogy with a wondrous adventure through Spain on the eve of its civil war (
Library Journal). On a bright Sunday morning in June 1934, Laurie Lee left the village home so
lovingly portrayed in his bestselling memoir, Cider with Rosie. His plan was to walk the hundred
miles from Slad to London, with a detour of an extra hundred miles to see the sea for the first time.
He was nineteen years old and brought with him only what he could carry on his back: a tent, a
change of clothes, his violin, a tin of biscuits, and some cheese. He spent the first night in a ditch,
wide awake and soaking wet. From those unlikely beginnings, Laurie Lee fashioned not just the
adventure of a lifetime, but one of the finest travel narratives of the twentieth century. As I Walked
Out One Midsummer Morning, written more than thirty years after the events it describes, is an
elegant and irresistibly charming portrait of life on the road—first in England, where the familiar
landscapes and people somehow made Lee feel far from home, and then in Spain, whose utter
foreignness afforded a new kind of comfort. In that brief period of peace, a young man was free to go
wherever he wanted to in Europe. Lee picked Spain because he knew enough Spanish to ask for a
glass of water. What he did not know, and what would become clear only after a year spent tramping
across the beautiful and rugged countryside—from the Galician port city of Vigo, over the Sierra de
Guadarrama and into Madrid, and along the Costa del Sol—was that the Spanish Republic would
soon need idealistic young men like Lee as badly as he needed it.
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: As I Walked Out One Midsummer
Morning Laurie Lee, 2011 I was nineteen years old, still soft at the edges, but with a confident
belief in good fortune. I carried a small rolled-up tent, a violin in a blanket, a change of clothes, a tin
of treacle biscuits, and some cheese. I was excited, vain-glorious, knowing I had far to go; but not, as
yet, how far. Despite this romantic and optimistic opening, what Lee finds is the most primitive and
feudal country in Europe, a peninsula untouched by the modern world, a land of labor without
dignity, a church devoid of compassion, and a country ripe for revolutionary change.
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: Notes on Laurie Lee's E. M. Parsons,
1979-01-01
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: As I Walked Out One Midsummer
Morning Laurie Lee, 2014-06-26 As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning is the moving follow-up
to Laurie Lee's acclaimed Cider with Rosie Abandoning the Cotswolds village that raised him, the
young Laurie Lee walks to London. There he makes a living labouring and playing the violin. But,
deciding to travel further a field and knowing only the Spanish phrase for 'Will you please give me a
glass of water?', he heads for Spain. With just a blanket to sleep under and his trusty violin, he
spends a year crossing Spain, from Vigo in the north to the southern coast. Only the outbreak of the
Spanish Civil War puts an end to his extraordinary peregrinations . . . 'He writes like an angel and
conveys the pride and vitality of the humblest Spanish life with unfailing sharpness, zest and
humour' Sunday Times 'There's a formidable, instant charm in the writing that genuinely makes it
difficult to put the book down' New Statesman 'A beautiful piece of writing' Observer
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: Modern Classics As I Walked Out One
Midsummer Morning Laurie Lee, 2014-07-01 As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning is the
moving follow-up to Laurie Lee's acclaimed Cider with Rosie Abandoning the Cotswolds village that
raised him, the young Laurie Lee walks to London. There he makes a living labouring and playing
the violin. But, deciding to travel further a field and knowing only the Spanish phrase for 'Will you
please give me a glass of water?', he heads for Spain. With just a blanket to sleep under and his
trusty violin, he spends a year crossing Spain, from Vigo in the north to the southern coast. Only the
outbreak of the Spanish Civil War puts an end to his extraordinary peregrinations . . . 'He writes like
an angel and conveys the pride and vitality of the humblest Spanish life with unfailing sharpness,
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zest and humour' Sunday Times 'There's a formidable, instant charm in the writing that genuinely
makes it difficult to put the book down' New Statesman 'A beautiful piece of writing' Observer
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: Red Sky at Sunrise Laurie Lee,
1993-10-28 British poet Laurie Lee's celebrated autobiographical trilogy: Cider with Rosie, As I
Walked Out One Midsummer Morning and A Moment of War 'I was set down from the carrier's cart
at the age of three; and there with a sense of bewilderment and terror my life in the village began.'
'This trilogy is a sequence of early recollections, beginning with the dazzling lights and sounds of my
first footings on earth in a steep Cotswold valley some three miles long. For nineteen years this was
the limit of my world, then one midsummer morning I left home and walked to London and down the
blazing length of Spain during the innocent days of the early thirties. Never had I felt so fat with
time, so free to go where I would. Then such indulgence was suddenly broken by the savage
outbreak of the Civil War . . .' - Laurie Lee
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: As I Walked Out One Midsummer
Morning Laurie Lee, 1971
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: As I Walked Out One Midsummer
Morning Laurie Lee, 1988
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: Eddie Hapgood Footballer Lynne
Hapgood, 2022-01-17 Eddie Hapgood, Footballer is the extraordinary story of a young unknown
from Bristol who became Arsenal and England captain and a national hero, in the dark days of the
1930s. His impact is so enduring that when the millennium dawned, the public voted him one of the
greatest sportsmen of the century. That glorious legacy was painfully achieved. Hapgood considered
football an art and played it joyously as part of a team, but he struggled when politics, class and
money threatened to undermine him and corrupt football. By the late 1930s, the ugly shadows of
fascism, Nazism and looming war were bearing down on the beautiful game. Hapgood found himself
in a public fight for justice and respect, while behind the scenes he protected his family with
dedication, love and humour. In this gripping memoir, his daughter Lynne Hapgood pulls together
the various threads - success, celebrity, tragedy and vindication - to reveal the real Eddie Hapgood.
She examines the nature of sporting greatness and its impact on fans and family.
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: The Soles of My Shoes: Hitch-hiking
London to Ben Nevis David Charles, 2012-02-09 'The Soles of My Shoes' is a hitch-hiking travelogue,
a Kerouac for the sustainability generation. In this time of austerity cuts, climate change,
under-employment and over-education, what better way to travel? This is a story of spontaneity, of
adventure, of responsibility, of sustainability, of doubt and conviction - and perhaps even of love. It
will appeal to the great generation of hitch-hikers young in the sixties, as well as to the youth of
today who feel trapped by financial constraints and the expectations of social conformity.
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: English Language Skills Mary M. Firth,
Andrew G. Ralston, 1998 This text will teach pupils how to recognise the demands of a question,
providing an understanding of the phrasing and proposing methods of approaching writing an
appropriate response.
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: Higher English Language Skills for CfE
Mary M. Firth, Andrew G. Ralston, 2015-02-27 Exam Board: SQA Level: Higher Subject: English
First Teaching: September 2014 First Exam: June 2015 This is a brand new edition of a bestselling
title, updated for the newest CfE Higher English course, and particularly directed at offering support
for Paper 1: Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation. It provides you with the support
and advice you will need to succeed in this element of Higher English, which is worth 30% of the
available marks in your examination. - Become more secure in your knowledge of the English
language and in your reading skills - Apply those reading skills in learning how to answer questions
on close reading - Practise answering questions and check your work using theaccompanying book
of suggested answers
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: Silent Spring Revisited Conor Mark
Jameson, 2013-06-06 Fifty years after the publication of the seminal Silent Spring, Conor Mark



Jameson reflects on Rachel Carson's legacy and asks the question - are we still silencing the spring?
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: Andalucia Andrew Edwards, Suzanne
Edwards, 2016-09-23 Andalucia is the quintessence of Spain and yet, historically and culturally, it is
surprisingly unlike the rest of the country. Its literary history began to develop with the Romans and
reached an early flowering when Arabic poets drew on centuries of literary tradition, together with
the landscapes and passions of Moorish Spain. Later, Prosper Mérimée, Byron and Washington
Irving forged legends of exotic southern Spain that persist to this day and Spanish writers
themselves captured the rich tapestry of Andalucian culture, from Cervantes' Seville to the Córdoba
of Baroque poet Luis de Góngora and Lorca's 'hidden Andalucia'. With the advent of the Civil War, a
new generation flocked to Andalucia and were inspired to write some of the twentieth century's most
iconic works of literature, from Hemingway's For Whom the Bell Tolls to Gerald Brenan's The
Spanish Labyrinth and Laurie Lee's trilogy of books. As vibrant and compelling as the region itself,
Andalucia: A Literary Guide for Travellers illuminates the very soul of Spain.
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: 1,000 Books to Read Before You
Die James Mustich, 2018-10-02 “The ultimate literary bucket list.” —THE WASHINGTON POST
Celebrate the pleasure of reading and the thrill of discovering new titles in an extraordinary book
that’s as compulsively readable, entertaining, surprising, and enlightening as the 1,000-plus titles it
recommends. Covering fiction, poetry, science and science fiction, memoir, travel writing,
biography, children’s books, history, and more, 1,000 Books to Read Before You Die ranges across
cultures and through time to offer an eclectic collection of works that each deserve to come with the
recommendation, You have to read this. But it’s not a proscriptive list of the “great works”—rather,
it’s a celebration of the glorious mosaic that is our literary heritage. Flip it open to any page and be
transfixed by a fresh take on a very favorite book. Or come across a title you always meant to read
and never got around to. Or, like browsing in the best kind of bookshop, stumble on a completely
unknown author and work, and feel that tingle of discovery. There are classics, of course, and
unexpected treasures, too. Lists to help pick and choose, like Offbeat Escapes, or A Long Climb, but
What a View. And its alphabetical arrangement by author assures that surprises await on almost
every turn of the page, with Cormac McCarthy and The Road next to Robert McCloskey and Make
Way for Ducklings, Alice Walker next to Izaac Walton. There are nuts and bolts, too—best editions to
read, other books by the author, “if you like this, you’ll like that” recommendations , and an
interesting endnote of adaptations where appropriate. Add it all up, and in fact there are more than
six thousand titles by nearly four thousand authors mentioned—a life-changing list for a lifetime of
reading. “948 pages later, you still want more!” —THE WASHINGTON POST
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: Handbook of British Travel Writing
Barbara Schaff, 2020-09-07 This handbook offers a systematic exploration of current key topics in
travel writing studies. It addresses the history, impact, and unique discursive variety of British travel
writing by covering some of the most celebrated and canonical authors of the genre as well as lesser
known ones in more than thirty close-reading chapters. Combining theoretically informed, astute
literary criticism of single texts with the analysis of the circumstances of their production and
reception, these chapters offer excellent possibilities for understanding the complexity and cultural
relevance of British travel writing.
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: Driving with strangers Jonathan Purkis,
2022-02-01 At a time of climate crisis, isolation and social breakdown, Driving with strangers is a
manifesto to alter how we think about our place in the world. Veteran hitchhiker and lifelong
aficionado of hitchhiking culture, Purkis journeys through the history of hitchhiking to explore the
unique opportunities for cooperation, friendship, sustainability and openness that it represents. Join
Purkis on the kerbside, in search of Woody Guthrie as he examines the politics of the travelling song,
deep on a Russian hitch-hiking expedition, or considering the politics of travel and risk on the
‘Highway of Tears’ in British Columbia, Canada. The reader is taken on a panoramic road trip
through a century of hitchhiking across different decades, countries and continents. Purkis, a
self-styled ‘vagabond sociologist’, is the perfect passenger to accompany you on a journey away from



isolation, social distancing, closed borders and into a better understanding of why and how
strangers can enrich our lives.
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: Frontline Madrid David Mathieson,
2017-02-09 In July 1936 insurgent Spanish troops organized a military coup to oust the elected
Republican government in Madrid. The rebel generals expected to force a quick, clean regime
change but they failed. The botched uprising turned into a bloody civil war. Hundreds of thousands
died in a bitter conflict which tore the country apart and rapidly turned into the prelude for an even
greater conflict yet to come--the Second World War. The siege of Madrid was the key battle of the
war. The world watched and waited for the city to surrender as General Franco's Nationalist army,
backed by Hitler and Mussolini, closed in on the Spanish capital. But Madrid did not fall. Madrileños
fought tooth and nail to defend their city. Helped by volunteers from fifty other countries--the
International Brigades--they held out against all the odds until the end of the conflict in 1939.
Despite its central role in twentieth-century history, the siege of Madrid is an episode largely hidden
from today's visitor. There is no guide to the war sites and few clues for the inquisitive traveller who
wants to know more. Frontline Madrid fills that gap. This unique guide book explains what life was
like in the city under siege and what happened in the battlefield dramas. The simple to follow maps
and diagrams make it easy to visit the frontline sites. The vividly written descriptions bring events
and people compellingly to life. The role of prominent individuals, British and American--Orwell,
Hemingway, John Cornford is explored. Off the beaten track, from the University district in the city
centre to the mountains of Guadarrama less than an hour away, the remains of the war in Madrid
can still be found--gun emplacements, bunkers, trenches and occasional debris. Frontline Madrid
retraces the footsteps of those who lived through the conflict to take the reader on a tour in time.
The usual tourist traps are left far behind to enter the gripping world of a war which shaped modern
European history.
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: Andalucia John Gill, 2008-12-09 A
garden at the foot of Europe and a crossroads between Spain, Africa and the New World, Andaluc?a
has been a cultural customs house on the border of the Mediterranean and Atlantic civilizations for
more than ten thousand years. This book traces its origins from the earliest hominid settlers in the
Granada mountains 1.8 million years ago, through successive Phoenician, Greek, Roman and Muslim
cultures, and the past five hundred years of modern Castilian rule, up to and including the present
day of post-modern novelists in C?rdoba and Sevilla, guerrilla urban archaeologists in Torremolinos
and Marbella, and underground lo-fi bands in Granada and M?laga.
  laurie lee as i walked out one midsummer morning: Corpus Stylistics Elena Semino, Mick
Short, 2004-06-24 This book represents a new direction at the interface between the fields of
stylistics and corpus linguistics, namely the use of a corpus methodology to investigate how people's
words and thoughts are presented in written narratives.
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