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The Falklands War, fought between the United Kingdom and Argentina in 1982, was a pivotal conflict that
showcased the bravery, resilience, and strategic prowess of the British armed forces. Among the key units that
played a crucial role in this conflict were the Royal Marines. Renowned for their versatility, combat readiness,
and elite training, the Royal Marines proved to be an indispensable part of the British military effort during the
Falklands Campaign. Their involvement ranged from amphibious assaults to reconnaissance missions, and their
actions significantly contributed to the eventual British victory. This article explores the history, role, and
legacy of the Royal Marines during the Falklands War, providing a comprehensive overview of their
contribution to this historic conflict.

---

The Royal Marines: An Overview

Origins and History

The Royal Marines are an elite amphibious light infantry force of the United Kingdom, established in 1664. Over
centuries, they have developed a reputation for adaptability, rigorous training, and operational excellence. As
part of the Royal Navy, the Marines have a long-standing tradition of supporting naval operations,
conducting amphibious assaults, and engaging in expeditionary warfare.

Structure and Capabilities

The Royal Marines are organized into several command units, including:

- 7th, 3rd, 42nd, 45th, 30 Commando: Specialist units with specific operational roles.
- Royal Marines Commando: The main operational force, trained for high-intensity combat.
- Support and logistics units: Ensuring operational sustainment.

Their capabilities include:

- Amphibious assault and reconnaissance
- Mountain and jungle warfare
- Counter-terrorism and special operations
- Humanitarian aid and disaster relief

---

The Role of Royal Marines in the Falklands War

Strategic Importance

During the Falklands War, the Royal Marines were integral to the British military strategy. Their primary
roles included:

- Conducting amphibious landings
- Securing key locations
- Engaging in combat with Argentine forces
- Providing reconnaissance and intelligence

Deployment and Initial Challenges

The Royal Marines were among the first British forces to arrive in the Falklands. Their deployment involved:

- The 40 Commando unit, which played a central role in the landings



- The 45 Commando, involved in subsequent operations and securing territory
- The use of specialized landing craft and helicopters for amphibious assault

Initial challenges faced by the Marines included rough terrain, unpredictable weather, and confronting well-
armed Argentine forces prepared for defense. Despite these obstacles, the Marines demonstrated exceptional
adaptability and combat effectiveness.

---

Major Operations Involving Royal Marines

The Falklands Landings (Operation corporate)

Operation Corporate was the British plan to seize the Falkland Islands. The Royal Marines' involvement was
pivotal in the following ways:

- Landing at San Carlos Water: The 3rd Battalion Royal Marines (3 RM) led the amphibious assault,
establishing a foothold.
- Securing the beaches: Marines quickly moved to secure landing sites and establish defensive positions.
- Engagement with Argentine forces: Marines engaged in firefights with entrenched Argentine troops, often in
challenging terrain.

Battle of Goose Green

One of the most notable engagements involving the Royal Marines was the Battle of Goose Green:

- Background: Argentine forces occupied Goose Green, a strategic settlement.
- Royal Marines' Role: 2 Para (Parachute Regiment) and supporting Royal Marines units launched a combined
attack.
- Outcome: The battle ended with a British victory, with Royal Marines playing a crucial role in assaulting
entrenched positions and overcoming Argentine defenses.

The Battle of Mount Longdon

Another significant engagement was at Mount Longdon:

- Strategic Importance: Mountain overlooking Stanley, the capital.
- Royal Marines' Contribution: Marines from 42 Commando participated in intense combat to capture the
heights.
- Impact: Secured the flank of British forces and contributed to the eventual fall of Stanley.

The Capture of Wireless Hill

Royal Marines also participated in capturing wireless hill, disrupting Argentine communications and gaining a
tactical advantage.

---

Challenges Faced by Royal Marines During the Falklands War

While the Royal Marines demonstrated remarkable resilience, they faced several challenges:

- Harsh Weather Conditions: Cold, rain, and strong winds affected operations.
- Limited Supplies and Logistics: The remote location complicated resupply efforts.
- Argentine Defenses: Well-fortified positions and defensive firepower made assaults costly.
- Terrain Difficulties: Rocky, uneven terrain hindered movement and maneuvering.
- Prolonged Engagements: Extended combat periods tested endurance and morale.

Despite these hardships, the Royal Marines' training, determination, and tactical flexibility enabled them to



succeed.

---

Legacy and Recognition

Honors and Awards

Royal Marines received numerous commendations for their bravery, including:

- Victoria Crosses: Recognized for exceptional valor.
- Military Medals and Commendations: Awarded for bravery, leadership, and service.

Impact on Royal Marines' Reputation

The Falklands War cemented the Royal Marines' reputation as an elite fighting force capable of conducting
complex amphibious operations under challenging conditions.

Lessons Learned

The conflict led to improvements in:

- Joint operational planning
- Amphibious tactics
- Equipment and logistics support
- Training for extreme environments

---

The Modern Royal Marines and Their Legacy of Service

Today, the Royal Marines continue to build on their proud history, maintaining high standards of training and
operational readiness. Their participation in the Falklands War remains a defining chapter, exemplifying their
commitment to defending the United Kingdom’s interests worldwide.

---

Conclusion

The Falklands War Royal Marines exemplified bravery, skill, and resilience in one of the most challenging
conflicts faced by the UK military in the late 20th century. Their successful amphibious operations, fierce
engagements, and strategic contributions played a vital role in securing victory for Britain. As a highly
trained and adaptable force, the Royal Marines’ legacy from the Falklands continues to inspire generations of
servicemen and women committed to excellence in amphibious and expeditionary warfare.

---

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What was the main role of the Royal Marines during the Falklands War?

The Royal Marines were primarily responsible for amphibious landings, securing key locations, engaging Argentine
forces, and conducting reconnaissance missions.

2. Which Royal Marines units participated in the Falklands War?

Key units included the 3rd Battalion Royal Marines (3 RM), 45 Commando, and elements of 42 Commando.

3. What were some of the major battles involving the Royal Marines?



Notable battles include the Battle of Goose Green, Mount Longdon, and the assault on Wireless Hill.

4. How did the Falklands War influence the Royal Marines?

It reinforced their reputation as an elite amphibious force, led to tactical and logistical improvements, and
highlighted their adaptability in challenging environments.

5. Are the Royal Marines still active today?

Yes, the Royal Marines remain a vital part of the UK’s armed forces, continually training and preparing for a
wide range of operational scenarios.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What role did the Royal Marines play in the Falklands War?

The Royal Marines were tasked with amphibious assaults, reconnaissance, and securing key positions during the
Falklands War, notably participating in the initial landings on South Georgia and later fighting in the Battle
of Goose Green.

How many Royal Marines participated in the Falklands War?

Approximately 1,000 Royal Marines were deployed to the Falklands during the conflict, serving across
various roles and battalions.

What significant battles involved the Royal Marines in the Falklands War?

The Royal Marines played a crucial role in battles such as the Battle of Goose Green, where they achieved a
significant victory, and in securing key positions during the amphibious landings.

Were there any notable Royal Marines Medal recipients during the Falklands
War?

Yes, several Royal Marines received awards for bravery, including the Victoria Cross, with notable recipients
such as Marine Simon Weston and others recognized for their valor during combat.

How did the Royal Marines' performance in the Falklands War impact their
reputation?

Their effective amphibious assaults and resilience in combat during the Falklands War greatly enhanced the
Royal Marines' reputation as elite amphibious fighters and contributed to their enduring legacy.

What training did Royal Marines undergo to prepare for the Falklands War?

Royal Marines underwent rigorous amphibious assault training, cold weather survival, and jungle warfare
exercises to prepare for the challenging environment of the Falklands.



Did the Royal Marines suffer any casualties in the Falklands War?

Yes, the Royal Marines suffered casualties during the conflict, including fatalities and injuries sustained during
combat operations such as the Battle of Goose Green and other engagements.

How did the Royal Marines contribute to the overall British victory in the
Falklands War?

The Royal Marines' effective amphibious operations, combat resilience, and tactical successes were vital in
establishing British control and securing key territories during the conflict.

What legacy did the Falklands War leave on the Royal Marines?

The war highlighted the Royal Marines' capabilities and commitment, leading to increased prestige, modernization
efforts, and a reinforced role in UK military operations.

Are the Royal Marines still involved in Falklands-related commemorations
today?

Yes, the Royal Marines actively participate in commemorations and memorial events honoring those who served
and sacrificed during the Falklands War, maintaining a strong connection to the conflict's history.

Additional Resources
Falklands War Royal Marines: A Detailed Examination of Valor, Strategy, and Legacy

The Falklands War Royal Marines played a pivotal role in one of the most intense and strategically
significant conflicts in modern British military history. As an elite amphibious force, the Royal Marines
demonstrated exceptional resilience, tactical ingenuity, and unwavering commitment during the 1982 Falklands
War. Their actions not only contributed critically to the British victory but also cemented their reputation
as one of the world's most versatile and formidable military units. This article provides an in-depth analysis of
their involvement, highlighting key operations, organizational structure, challenges faced, and the enduring
legacy of their service during this conflict.

---

Introduction to the Royal Marines and Their Role in the Falklands
War

The Royal Marines, as the United Kingdom’s amphibious light infantry, have a long-standing tradition of rapid
deployment, adaptability, and specialized warfare. Their role in the Falklands War was multifaceted,
encompassing amphibious assaults, reconnaissance, artillery support, and securing key strategic points across
the islands. The war, fought over 8,000 miles from the UK, demanded a force capable of operating in harsh,
unpredictable environments, often under fierce enemy fire, making the Royal Marines an indispensable component of
the British Task Force.

Key Contributions of the Royal Marines in the Falklands War:

- Leading the initial amphibious landings on San Carlos Water
- Establishing beachheads and securing vital terrain
- Conducting reconnaissance and intelligence operations
- Providing artillery support and close-quarters combat capabilities



- Protecting critical logistical and command centers

Their adaptability and combat effectiveness proved crucial in overcoming logistical hurdles and enemy
resistance, exemplifying the Royal Marines' motto: "Per Mare, Per Terram" (By Sea, By Land).

---

Organization and Deployment

Units Involved

During the Falklands conflict, several Royal Marines units were deployed, most notably:

- 40 Commando
- 42 Commando
- 45 Commando
- 45 (Royal Marine) Commando

Among these, 40 Commando played a particularly prominent role due to its leadership in key landings and
combat operations.

Preparation and Deployment

The Royal Marines had been undergoing modernization and training exercises prior to the conflict, which proved
invaluable. Once the crisis erupted, the Marines swiftly mobilized, with units transported aboard numerous
Royal Navy vessels. Their deployment involved complex amphibious operations, requiring meticulous planning,
coordination with naval forces, and adaptability to evolving battlefield conditions.

---

Key Operations and Battles

Landing at San Carlos Water

One of the most iconic moments of the Royal Marines’ involvement was the amphibious assault at San Carlos
Water, often dubbed "Bomb Alley." The Marines had to contend with intense Argentine air attacks, including
dive bombers and missile strikes, while establishing a foothold on hostile shores.

Features of the Operation:

- Insertion of Marines via landing craft under heavy air cover
- Establishment of defensive positions amidst ongoing aerial assaults
- Securing the beachhead to enable subsequent landings and resupply

Pros:

- Demonstrated amphibious assault capability under adverse conditions
- Showcased resilience against enemy air attacks



Cons:

- Heavy casualties due to enemy air superiority
- Initial difficulties in establishing secure supply lines

Reconnaissance and Intelligence Gathering

Royal Marines, particularly reconnaissance units, played a vital role in gathering intelligence on Argentine
positions and movements. Their stealth and mobility allowed them to operate behind enemy lines, providing
critical information that informed British strategic decisions.

Notable Achievements:

- Identifying Argentine troop dispositions
- Disrupting enemy communications
- Supporting artillery and air strikes with accurate targeting data

Seizure of Stanley and Urban Combat

As British forces advanced toward the capital, Stanley, Royal Marines participated in urban combat
operations. Their training in close-quarters battle was tested in these intense engagements, which involved
house-to-house fighting and securing key infrastructure.

Features:

- Use of specialized urban warfare tactics
- Coordinated efforts with other British units and the Parachute Regiment

Challenges:

- Combat in confined spaces increased vulnerability
- Risk of civilian casualties and collateral damage

---

Challenges Faced by the Royal Marines

Despite their professionalism, the Royal Marines encountered several significant challenges during the Falklands
War:

- Harsh Environment: The cold, windy, and damp climate of the Falklands tested their endurance and equipment.
- Logistical Difficulties: Supplying troops over such a remote location required meticulous planning, with
limited resupply options.
- Air Threats: Argentine air forces proved formidable, necessitating constant vigilance and adaptive tactics.
- Extended Operations: The duration of the campaign stretched supply lines and morale, demanding resilience and
adaptability.

These challenges underscored the importance of rigorous training, flexibility, and leadership within the Royal
Marines.

---



Legacy and Impact

Military Achievements

The Royal Marines' performance in the Falklands War set new standards for amphibious warfare. Their ability
to operate effectively in challenging conditions, execute complex landings, and sustain prolonged combat
earned widespread acclaim.

Key Achievements:

- Successful amphibious landings under enemy air cover
- Effective urban combat operations
- Demonstration of adaptability and resilience

Lessons Learned

The conflict provided valuable insights into expeditionary warfare, emphasizing:

- The importance of joint operations between Navy, Marines, and Air Force
- The need for rapid mobility and logistical support
- The value of specialized training in diverse environments

Legacy and Honors

Many Royal Marines received medals and honors for their bravery and service. Their actions have been
commemorated in military histories, memorials, and regimental traditions, inspiring future generations.

Enduring Legacy:

- Reinforced the Royal Marines’ reputation as elite amphibious fighters
- Influenced subsequent military doctrine and training
- Strengthened national pride and military ethos

---

Pros and Cons of the Royal Marines' Involvement

Pros:

- Demonstrated exceptional combat effectiveness and versatility
- Played a decisive role in establishing initial footholds
- Showed resilience under extreme conditions
- Provided invaluable reconnaissance and urban warfare capabilities

Cons:

- High casualty rates in some operations
- Logistical challenges due to remote location
- Intense physical and mental strain on personnel



- Limited numbers compared to the scale of the operation

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Spirit of the Falklands War Royal
Marines

The Falklands War Royal Marines exemplify the qualities of elite military forces: courage, adaptability, and
unwavering commitment to duty. Their performance during the conflict not only contributed significantly to
the British victory but also set a benchmark for amphibious and expeditionary warfare. The lessons learned and
the valor displayed continue to influence military strategies and inspire service members today. As a testament
to their bravery and professionalism, the Royal Marines remain an integral part of the United Kingdom’s defence
force, embodying the enduring spirit of “Per Mare, Per Terram” and the legacy of those who fought in the
Falklands War.
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  falklands war royal marines: 42 Commando Royal Marines in The Falklands War Mark
Lewis, 2025-10-30 The British Military of the Cold war era trained to counteract the real threat of
Russian invasion into any vulnerable Country of NATO. The Royal Marines enthusiastically took on
the role of Arctic Warfare troops in the Northern Flank of Norway becoming experts in this field.
The idea was to deny the Russia submarine fleet the Norwegian fjords which would have prevented
USA reinforcement of Northern Europe. How did NATO and the British Military implement this?
Well they sent The Royal Marines downhill skiing in Norway for three months each year, military
skills were further enhanced with sailing all over the world and any sporting activity encouraged.
Occasional bouts of slightly active service in Northern Ireland kept internal security skills alive but
the big one was the Falklands Islands invasion by Argentine forces in April 1982. Royal Marines
easily adapted Commando and Arctic warfare skills to not only survive the elements of a harsh South
Atlantic winter but to excel and overcome a vastly numerically superior army 8000 miles from the
UK. 42 Commando Royal Marines played a significant part in the conflict and perhaps pulled off one
of the most successful Battalion sized attacks since World War two on Mount Harriet.
  falklands war royal marines: Take that Hill! Nick Vaux, 1986 Nick Vaux's memoir of his
experiences as a Commando (battalion level) commander during the Falklands Island War - Amazon.
  falklands war royal marines: Royal Marines Commandos in the Falklands War Andrew Lane,
2000
  falklands war royal marines: The Band That Went to War Brian Short, 2022-01-30 A
first-hand account of the Falklands War from the perspective of the Royal Marine Band Service
members who fought in the conflict. The Royal Marines are renowned for their military skill and also
for having one of the finest military bands in the world. These highly trained and talented musicians
are equally at home parading at Buckingham Palace, playing at the Royal Albert Hall, or on the flight
deck of an aircraft carrier in a foreign port. Why then when the Argentines invaded the Falklands in
April 1982 did these superb musicians get involved in what became a serious and deadly military
campaign? The answer is that, in addition to their musical expertise, the RM Band Service members
are trained for military service and fully qualified in a multitude of military and medical skills,
providing support to their comrades, the fighting commandos. The Band That Went to War is a
graphic first-hand account of the Falklands War as it has never been told before. It describes the
roles played by Royal Marine musicians in the conflict; unloading the wounded from helicopters,
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moving tons of stores and ammunition, burying their dead at sea and guarding and repatriating
Argentine prisoners of war. These and other unseen tasks were achieved while still ready to provide
morale boosting music to their commando brethren and other frontline troops. These men are not
just musicians; they are Royal Marines. Praise for The Band That Went to War “I really enjoyed this
account of how the Band of the Royal Marines were involved in the attempt to liberate the Falkland
Islands back in 1982 . . . Brian Short’s excellent book is really entertaining.” —Books Monthly
  falklands war royal marines: March to the South Atlantic Nick Vaux, 2007 Describes what
going to war with 42 Commando was like and includes authentic details of danger, frustration,
fatigue, courage and endurance that are just some of the emotions experienced during those fateful
weeks and months of 1982.
  falklands war royal marines: Mountain Commandos at War in the Falklands Rodney Boswell,
2022-10-04 A former Royal Marine provides a vividly detailed, firsthand account of Mountain
Commando operations in the Falklands War. On June 8th, 1982, eight Royal Marines infiltrated Goat
Ridge in East Falkland, a rocky hilltop surrounded by Argentine infantry. From their hiding place
just meters away from the enemy, they gathered essential intelligence for a British assault that
overwhelmed the Argentine defenses days later. This is just one example of the missions undertaken
by the Royal Marines Mountain and Arctic Warfare Cadre during the Falklands War, all of which are
described in graphic detail in Rod Boswell's eyewitness account. Using his own recollections and
those of his comrades, he describes their operations in the Falklands: the observation posts set up in
the no man's land between San Carlos and Port Stanley; the raid at Top Malo House; and the
reconnaissance patrols they carried out close to the Argentine lines during the conflict. His
first-hand account gives a fascinating insight into the operational skills of a small, specially trained
unit and shows the important contribution it made to the success of the British advance. This
chronicle also records the entire experience of the Falklands War from their point of view, from the
long voyage south through the Atlantic to the landings, the advance, and the liberation of Stanley.
  falklands war royal marines: The Falklands Wary—There and Back Again Mike Norman,
Michael Jones, 2018-03-30 “A highly readable yet harrowing account [of] defeat, disappointment,
tragedy, and eventual triumph set against the stormy waters of the South Atlantic.” —Naval
Historical Foundation April 1, 1982: Major Mike Norman, commander of Naval Party 8901, was
looking forward to a peaceful yearlong tour of duty on the Falkland Islands. But events turned out
differently—because the next day, the Argentines invaded and he and his forty-three Royal Marines
found themselves fighting for their lives. They took up defensive positions around Government
House and on the approach to Stanley from Cape Pembroke to protect Governor Rex Hunt and delay
the advance to Stanley. They were prepared to die executing his orders. After a desperate battle in
the gardens and even inside the house against superior numbers, Hunt ordered them to lay down
their arms. As the surrender took place, an Argentine told a marine: The islands are ours now. The
response was simple: We will be back. They were, and this is their story. The Royal Marines of Naval
Party 8901—as well as some members of the previous detachment—volunteered to join the Task
Force and, some seventy-five days later, the men who witnessed the raising of the Argentine flag
over the islands on April 2 saw the triumphant return of the Union Jack. Mike Norman’s dramatic
account, written with fellow Falklands veteran and acclaimed historian Michael Jones, draws on his
own vivid recollections, the log recording the defense of Government House, the testimony of the
marines under his command, and newly released files from government archives. It’s a powerful and
moving tribute to the marines who confronted the Argentines when they invaded and then fought to
force them out.
  falklands war royal marines: 42 Commando Royal Marines in The Falklands War Mark
Lewis, 2025-10-30 The British Military of the Cold war era trained to counteract the real threat of
Russian invasion into any vulnerable Country of NATO. The Royal Marines enthusiastically took on
the role of Arctic Warfare troops in the Northern Flank of Norway becoming experts in this field.
The idea was to deny the Russia submarine fleet the Norwegian fjords which would have prevented
USA reinforcement of Northern Europe. How did NATO and the British Military implement this?



Well they sent The Royal Marines downhill skiing in Norway for three months each year, military
skills were further enhanced with sailing all over the world and any sporting activity encouraged.
Occasional bouts of slightly active service in Northern Ireland kept internal security skills alive but
the big one was the Falklands Islands invasion by Argentine forces in April 1982. Royal Marines
easily adapted Commando and Arctic warfare skills to not only survive the elements of a harsh South
Atlantic winter but to excel and overcome a vastly numerically superior army 8000 miles from the
UK. 42 Commando Royal Marines played a significant part in the conflict and perhaps pulled off one
of the most successful Battalion sized attacks since World War two on Mount Harriet.
  falklands war royal marines: Reasons in Writing Ewen Southby-Tailyour, 1990-12-31
Reasons in Writing tells Southby-Tailyour's story of the Falklands War largely through the medium
of diaries and letters written during his peacetime tour of duty in the seventies and the war itself.
Reasons in Writing, is unlikely to be rivalled for its immediacy, insight and deep and genuine feeling
for the Islands themselves, based on experience gained (unlike any other participant civilian or
service) before, during and after that fateful winter of 1982.
  falklands war royal marines: 9 Troop in the Falklands Chris Pretty, 2024-11-30 This is an
adventure story about Royal Marine Commandos going to war during the Falklands War of 1982.
Myth and legend. War is an odd thing. It brings out the very best in a person and probably the
converse, too. It is also the story of Argentinian Marines who also went to war. The very same war
and eventually the very same battle. Memories are still very much alive. But it is curious that people
witness the exact same events but remember something quite different. This book allows for these
differences, accepting them as truths. The dark stormy stage is set and the players are not even
aware they are going to war. One by one, they tell their story of this great Homerian adventure. But
it is not a story of heroics and daring-do. It is a story of quite normal people who, through the
accident of birth dates, meet in the absurd position of fighting each other for their very lives. Some
are injured, some die. Some are deeply affected by the war. If there is a case for the ‘Universal
Soldier’, it is truly in this story. Soldiers are sent to war by other people. They endure, suffer and kill
for a cause they know or care little about. Real war and real fighting create a microcosm of
experiences. Friendship groups reduce in size from a Commando Unit size of 600 men to much
smaller groups. 9 Troop, Charlie Company, 40 Commando Royal Marines experienced this. 9 Troop
comprises 32 men. All extremely close friends. Closer than you could possibly imagine. As the war
progresses, the groups in the Troop reduce in size until you are only concerned with the other two
men immediately around you. Microscopic. These are the men you fight for. These are the
friendships you will take to the end of your days. If love were ever a thing, it was clearly present
among the men of Charlie Company in 1982, also, among the men of the Argentine Marines on
Sapper Hill. The War was short and violent. Extremely violent. The Marines on both sides suffered
the extreme Antarctic weather conditions and the vicious fighting. Weather was the paramount
concern. Royal Marines are trained to pay attention to detail and constantly do their ‘admin’. Clean
and service equipment and themselves. It is a harsh religion within the Corps and we all pay homage
to it. This may have affected the outcome as much as any fighting.
  falklands war royal marines: San Carlos to Stanley Peter Jackson-Lee, 2022-04-28 This book
tells 40 Commandos untold role in the Falklands with many personal accounts from the officers and
men of 40 Commando including being stranded in a minefield for several hours and a daylight
helicopter assault onto Argentine positions on Sapper Hill under heavy fire.
  falklands war royal marines: 3 Commando Brigade in the Falklands Julian Thompson,
2008 History.
  falklands war royal marines: The Falklands War John Alden, 2017-12-12 The tales of war are
best told by those who have fought in the battles, endured the elements, suffered through pain, and
nurtured camaraderie with their brothers in peril. THE FALKLANDS WAR: From Defeat to Victory is
an amazing story told by one of the Royal Marines who was there. See things at ground zero from
under the helmet of John Alden as he describes this historic event. He was in the first battle that
began at Government House. The British military was captured and forced to surrender. As the



world read the papers, the front page showed the infamous photo of John and his brothers in arms
standing with their hands up as the Argentine soldiers ridiculed and belittled them. This dark day in
British history did not go unanswered when, days after, they sent more troops. Ultimately, John
Alden and his fellow Royal Marines ended back at Government House ten weeks later. Only, this
time, they flew the British flag in final victory. This soldier also shares personal anecdotes of his
hometown and does an amazing job of describing life in a small English village. Hear the story like it
has never been told before with nothing censored or sugarcoated. Some might argue it is the best
account of the Falklands War to date.
  falklands war royal marines: Argentine Forces in the Falklands Nick van der Bijl, 2012-06-20
The announcement of the imminent withdrawal of the British Royal Navy's ice patrol ship HMS
Endurance in early 1982 prompted the Argentinian Junta in Buenos Aires to plan a military grab of
the Falklands-a siege they assumed would succeed with little resistance. Such an adventure was
attractive as a distraction for the Argentine public at a time of political unease. In April the Junta,
led by Gen. Leopoldo Galtieri, made its move. This fascinating book examines the history,
organization and equipment of the Argentine forces that battled for control of this remote British
outpost.
  falklands war royal marines: Falklands Commando Hugh McManners, 1984
  falklands war royal marines: The Band That Went to War Short Brian, 2021-11-30 The Royal
Marines are renowned for their military skill and also for having one of the finest military bands in
the world. These highly trained and talented musicians are equally at home parading at Buckingham
Palace, playing at the Royal Albert Hall, or on the flight deck of an aircraft carrier in a foreign
port.Why then when the Argentines invaded the Falklands in April 1982 did these superb musicians
get involved in what became a serious and deadly military campaign? The answer is that, in addition
to their musical expertise, the RM Band Service members are trained for military service and fully
qualified in a multitude of military and medical skills, providing support to their comrades, the
fighting commandos.The Band That Went to War is a graphic first-hand account of the Falklands
War as it has never been told before. It describes the roles played by Royal Marine musicians in the
conflict; unloading the wounded from helicopters, moving tons of stores and ammunition, burying
their dead at sea and guarding and repatriating Argentine prisoners of war. These and other unseen
tasks were achieved while still ready to provide morale boosting music to their commando brethren
and other frontline troops. These men are not just musicians; they are Royal Marines.
  falklands war royal marines: Royal Marines Musicians at War Brian Short, 2025-01-30
“The peerless musicians of the Royal Marines Band Service are no strangers to war, as the Author,
Brian Short, himself a musician, reminds us in his book. Brian Short has an engaging style, and
sense of humour, combined with a shrewd assessment of his fellow human beings. His description of
his training and early years in the Band Service provide a vivid and necessary prelude to what
follows, setting the scene and introducing the reader to aspects of life in the Royal Marines Band
Service and the Band’s experiences at war. From time to time the future existence of Royal Marines
Bands is questioned by politicians. They should read this book; perhaps they will come to appreciate
what a splendid contribution the Royal Marines Band Service has made to our country, by land and
sea, and will continue to do so.” - Major General Julian Thompson, Royal Marines The Royal Marines
Band Service are well known for their professional musical performances around the world and at all
Royal and major high profile public engagements in the UK. Arguably one of the finest military
bands, perhaps they are less well known for their military deployments in war zones around the
globe, along with their humanitarian work in times of need. These fine musicians, can turn their
talented hands to a multitude of non musical taskings, bringing enthusiasm and ‘musical intellect’ to
whatever is asked of them. Held in high regard by Royalty, the Royal Marines and the anyone in the
public who has seen them perform; the book ‘Royal Marines musicians at war’ shows them in a
different light as they show their worth in the likes of Afghanistan, Kosovo, The Falklands and many
more areas of conflict besides.
  falklands war royal marines: The Royal Marines 1939–93 Nick van der Bijl, 1995-01-16 The



origin of the Royal Marines dates back to the formation of the Admiral's Regiment in the 17th
century. Since then Marines have participated in more battles on land and sea than any other
branch of the British Armed Forces. Their 'elite' status rests in the commandos - the one formation
that is trained to be delivered to battle by helicopter or landing craft from ships. This book examines
the units, organization and operations of the Royal Marines, focusing on their activity in various
theatres of World War II (1939-1945) and their post-war operations in Northern Ireland, the
Falklands (1982)and the Gulf (1990-1991).
  falklands war royal marines: Task Force David Reynolds, 2002 This is the history of the
Falklands War, told by a former Royal Marine. Illustrated with more than 200 action photographs.
  falklands war royal marines: The Yompers Ian R. Gardiner, 2012-04-19 A British company
commander details his experience serving in the Falklands War and reflects on the 1982 conflict.
“Yomping” was the word Commandos used for carrying heavy loads on long marches. It caught the
public’s imagination during this short but bitter campaign and epitomized the grim determination
and professionalism of our troops… Called to action on April 2, 1982, the men of 45 Commando
Royal Marines assembled from around the world to sail 8,000 miles to recover the Falkland Islands
from Argentine invasion. Lacking helicopters and short of food, they “yomped” in appalling weather
carrying overloaded rucksacks, across the roughest terrain. Yet for a month in mid-winter, they
remained a cohesive fighting-fit body of men. They then fought and won the highly successful and
fierce night battle for Two Sisters, a 1,000-foot-high mountain which was the key to the defensive
positions around Stanley. More than just a first-hand story of that epic feat, this book is the first to
be written by a company commander in the Falklands War. It offers a vivid description of the “yomp”
and infantry fighting, and it also offers penetrating insights into the realities of war at higher levels.
It is a unique combination of descriptive writing about frontline fighting and wider reflections on the
Falklands War, and conflict in general. “This is the real thing, from someone who gave the orders
and led from the front, from beginning to bitter end. His account is articulate, poignant and precise,
even though thirty years have elapsed . . . highly recommended.” —Military History Monthly
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