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Coronation Street, affectionately known as "Corrie," is one of the UK's most
beloved soap operas, captivating audiences for over six decades. While the
show is renowned for its long-standing adult characters, a significant aspect
of its ongoing appeal lies in its talented young cast members. The young
Coronation Street cast brings fresh energy, relatable storylines, and vibrant
personalities to the iconic cobbled streets of Weatherfield. This article
explores the rising stars and young talents who have made a mark on
Coronation Street, highlighting their roles, backgrounds, and contributions
to the show's enduring success.

Emerging Young Cast Members of Coronation
Street

Over the years, Coronation Street has introduced numerous young characters,
many of whom have grown from child roles into prominent figures within the
show's universe. These young actors often connect with viewers through their
authentic portrayals and compelling storylines.

Current Young Cast Members

Amelia Spencer – Portrayed by Emily Walton, Amelia is the daughter of
Sally and Tim Metcalfe. She is a beloved young character known for her
innocence and charm. Emily Walton has been part of the show since 2013,
gradually becoming a central figure in storylines involving family
dynamics and young love.

Sam Blakeman – Played by Jude Riordan, Sam is the son of Asha and Nina
Lucas. Introduced in 2020, Sam’s character has been involved in poignant
storylines, particularly surrounding his parents’ struggles and the
impact of community issues.

Summer Spellman – Portrayed by Harriet Bibby, Summer is the daughter of
Daniel Osbourne and Sinead Tinker. Since her debut in 2019, Summer has
been featured in numerous storylines, including her school life,
friendships, and family challenges.

Hope Stape – Played by Isabella Flanagan, Hope is the daughter of Fiz
and Tyrone. Since her introduction in 2013, she has been at the center
of various family and school-based storylines, often highlighting the
innocence and mischief of childhood.



Notable Former Young Cast Members

Simon Barlow – Originally played by Alex Bain, Simon is the son of
Leanne Battersby. Introduced in the early 2000s, Alex Bain’s portrayal
of Simon has garnered critical acclaim, earning him multiple awards. His
character has evolved from a mischievous child to a more complex
teenager dealing with family issues.

Faye Windass – Played by Ellie Leach, Faye was introduced as a young
girl in 2011. Over the years, Ellie Leach has portrayed Faye through
various dramatic storylines, including teenage romance, family
struggles, and personal growth.

Harry Mason – Portrayed by Jack Phillips, Harry is the son of Jenny
Connor and the late Johnny Connor. Although his role is more recent,
Harry’s character has been involved in key family storylines since his
introduction.

The Impact of Young Characters on Coronation
Street

The inclusion of young characters in Coronation Street serves multiple
narrative and emotional purposes, enriching the show's storytelling and
appeal.

Relatable Storylines
Young cast members often bring to life storylines that resonate with younger
audiences, including school experiences, friendships, family conflicts, and
emerging relationships. These storylines help viewers connect more deeply
with the characters' journeys.

Family Dynamics and Intergenerational Drama
Young characters navigate complex family relationships, often serving as
catalysts for major plot developments. Their interactions with adult
characters shed light on generational differences and familial bonds, adding
depth to the show's drama.



Youth Representation and Diversity
The young cast reflects a range of backgrounds, experiences, and identities,
promoting diversity and inclusion on screen. This representation allows
viewers to see themselves reflected in the characters and fosters a broader
understanding of social issues.

Training and Development of Young Actors in
Coronation Street

Being part of Coronation Street provides young actors with invaluable
experience and exposure in the entertainment industry.

Training Programs and Support
Many young cast members undergo specialized acting training, often supported
by the show's producers and casting directors. The environment encourages
development of acting skills, confidence, and professionalism.

Balancing Education and Acting
Young actors often balance their acting careers with education. The
production team typically provides flexible schedules to accommodate
schooling, ensuring that young performers can pursue both their education and
their craft.

Career Growth and Opportunities
Participation in Coronation Street can serve as a springboard for future
opportunities in acting, television, and film. Many former young cast members
have successfully transitioned to other prominent roles in the entertainment
industry.

Fan Engagement and Popularity

The young cast members of Coronation Street enjoy a dedicated fan base, with
many fans following their careers closely.

Social Media Presence
Young actors actively engage with fans through social media platforms,
sharing behind-the-scenes moments, personal milestones, and promoting their
projects. This interaction fosters a strong connection with viewers.



Merchandise and Public Appearances
Popular young cast members often participate in fan events, meet-and-greets,
and charity work, further cementing their status as beloved figures in the
Corrie community.

Future Prospects for the Young Coronation
Street Cast

As the show evolves, so do its young characters and actors. Many are poised
to take on more prominent roles or branch out into other acting
opportunities.

Growing with the Show
Some young actors have been with Coronation Street since childhood, growing
their characters alongside their own personal development. This longevity
provides a unique platform for storytelling and character evolution.

Transition to Adult Roles
As young actors age, some may transition into adult roles within the show or
pursue careers in other areas of the entertainment industry, leveraging their
experience and popularity gained through Corrie.

Upcoming Talent to Watch
The current crop of young actors includes promising talents who are expected
to have significant careers ahead. Their performances continue to captivate
audiences and critics alike.

Conclusion

The young Coronation Street cast plays a vital role in keeping the iconic
soap fresh, relevant, and emotionally resonant. From their compelling
storylines to their vibrant personalities, these young actors bring a new
dimension to Weatherfield’s ever-evolving narrative. As they grow and develop
their careers, they not only contribute to the show's legacy but also inspire
new generations of viewers and aspiring actors. Whether current or former
members, the young stars of Coronation Street are integral to the show's
enduring success and continue to be beloved by fans worldwide.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the newest young cast members introduced on
Coronation Street?
Recent additions to Coronation Street include young actors like Harriet Bibby
as Bethany Platt's younger sister and others, bringing fresh energy to the
long-running soap's younger characters.

How has the young cast of Coronation Street impacted
storylines recently?
The young cast has been central to key storylines such as family dramas,
friendships, and coming-of-age struggles, helping to modernize the show and
appeal to a younger audience.

Which young actors on Coronation Street are
considered rising stars?
Actors like Millie Gibson, who plays Kelly Neelan, and Harriet Bibby are
regarded as rising stars, gaining recognition for their compelling
performances and increasing prominence on the show.

Are there any notable young characters in Coronation
Street that have been introduced recently?
Yes, recent notable young characters include Sam Blakeman, played by Jadon
Stocker, who has been involved in significant storylines highlighting youth
issues and family dynamics.

How does Coronation Street incorporate its young
cast into the show's larger narratives?
The show integrates young cast members through multi-generational storylines,
school-based plots, and family conflicts, ensuring their characters'
development is woven seamlessly into the fabric of the series.

Additional Resources
Young Coronation Street Cast: An In-Depth Look at the Next Generation of
Weatherfield’s Talents

Coronation Street, affectionately known as Corrie, has been a staple of
British television since its debut in 1960. Over the decades, it has
captivated audiences with its compelling storylines, rich character



development, and a vibrant tapestry of life on the fictional street of
Weatherfield. As the show evolves, so too does its cast—particularly the
younger generation. The young Coronation Street cast represents a fresh wave
of talent that injects vitality, modernity, and relatable stories into this
long-standing soap opera. This article provides a comprehensive overview of
the current young cast members, exploring their backgrounds, roles, and the
impact they have on the show's narrative landscape.

---

Introduction to the Young Cast of Coronation
Street

Coronation Street’s ability to stay relevant over more than six decades
hinges on its capacity to adapt and reflect contemporary society. The youth
characters serve as a mirror for younger viewers, addressing issues such as
identity, relationships, mental health, and social change. The young cast,
typically aged between early teens and mid-twenties, often represents the
show's future as they mature into central figures.

The current young cast comprises a diverse group of actors and characters,
each contributing uniquely to the fabric of Weatherfield. Some are newcomers
who have quickly become fan favorites, while others are established actors
who have taken on adolescent or young adult roles. Their storylines often
intersect with those of the older characters, creating layered narratives
that appeal across generations.

---

Profiles of Prominent Young Cast Members

1. Millie Gibson as Kelly Neelan
Background and Role:
Millie Gibson joined Coronation Street as Kelly Neelan in 2019, rapidly
becoming one of the show's most compelling young characters. Kelly is a
teenage girl who navigates complex family dynamics, social pressures, and her
own moral compass. Her storyline involving her father’s criminal past, her
struggle for independence, and her romantic entanglements have made her a
standout figure among the youth.

Impact and Development:
Gibson’s portrayal has been praised for its depth and authenticity. Kelly's
character explores themes of loyalty, justice, and adolescence, resonating
strongly with viewers. The character’s evolution from a rebellious teen to a



more nuanced individual demonstrates the show's commitment to character
development.

---

2. Jack P. Shepherd as David Platt
Background and Role:
Although Jack P. Shepherd has been part of Corrie since 2000, his character
David Platt's storylines often focus on his journey from a troubled youth to
a responsible adult. His experiences with mental health, family disputes, and
personal growth have kept him relevant to younger audiences.

Impact and Development:
David's character has undergone significant transformation, and his portrayal
of vulnerabilities and resilience offers a relatable narrative for young
viewers facing similar issues.

---

3. Charlotte Jordan as Daisy Midgeley
Background and Role:
Charlotte Jordan’s Daisy Midgeley, introduced more recently, is a vibrant,
ambitious young woman involved in contemporary storylines such as career
aspirations and romantic relationships. Her character embodies modern youth
culture, including social media influence and independence.

Impact and Development:
Daisy’s character has quickly gained popularity, representing the aspirations
and struggles of today’s young adults. Her interactions with other characters
often highlight issues around self-identity and ambition.

---

4. Leo Goskirk as Sam Blakeman
Background and Role:
Leo Goskirk plays Sam Blakeman, the young son of Steve and Tracy Barlow.
While primarily a child character, Leo’s role has grown in prominence as
storylines delve into parenthood, family dynamics, and childhood innocence.

Impact and Development:
Leo Goskirk’s performances have been praised for their naturalism, bringing
warmth and authenticity to the show’s portrayal of family life.

---



Emerging Talents and Newcomers

In addition to established young actors, Coronation Street regularly
introduces new talent to keep its stories fresh and engaging. Recent
additions include:

- Character A (Actor Name): A teenage character involved in school-related
storylines, with arcs touching on bullying, peer pressure, and academic
challenges.
- Character B (Actor Name): A young adult navigating transition from
education to work, exploring issues like employment rights, independence, and
social integration.

These newcomers often serve as catalysts for new storylines, helping to
reflect the evolving social landscape.

---

Thematic Storylines Featured by the Young Cast

The young characters are often at the forefront of storylines that tackle
pressing social issues, making Corrie both entertaining and socially
conscious.

1. Mental Health and Wellbeing
Characters like Kelly Neelan and others have been involved in plots
addressing depression, anxiety, and self-harm. These storylines aim to reduce
stigma and promote understanding among viewers, especially teenagers and
young adults.

2. Romantic and Sexual Relationships
Young characters frequently explore romantic entanglements, including first
love, heartbreak, and navigating consent. These narratives mirror real-life
experiences and foster open conversations.

3. Identity and Self-Discovery
Themes of gender identity, sexuality, and cultural background are woven into
storylines involving young characters, providing representation and fostering
inclusivity.



4. Family and Peer Dynamics
Storylines often focus on friendships, rivalries, and family conflicts,
illustrating the complexities of adolescence and young adulthood.

---

Impact of the Young Cast on Coronation Street’s
Legacy

The inclusion of young actors and their characters is vital for the longevity
of Coronation Street. They serve multiple purposes:

- Attracting Younger Viewers:
By featuring relatable stories and contemporary issues, the show appeals to a
broader demographic.

- Ensuring Narrative Freshness:
Young characters introduce new storylines and perspectives, preventing
stagnation.

- Promoting Social Awareness:
Storylines involving mental health, identity, and social issues educate
viewers and foster empathy.

- Developing Future Stars:
Many young cast members have gone on to successful careers in television,
film, or stage, demonstrating the show's role as a launchpad for talent.

---

Challenges and Opportunities for the Young Cast

While the young cast brings vibrancy to Coronation Street, it also presents
unique challenges:

- Balancing Acting and Education:
Young actors often juggle filming schedules with schooling or higher
education commitments, requiring flexible arrangements.

- Typecasting and Career Development:
Emerging talents must navigate the transition from soap stars to other acting
opportunities, avoiding being pigeonholed.

- Representation and Diversity:
The show faces ongoing pressure to reflect society’s diversity accurately,



including race, sexuality, and socio-economic backgrounds among its young
cast.

Despite these challenges, the opportunities are significant:

- Platform for Advocacy:
Young actors can use their visibility to champion social causes.

- Career Growth:
Performing in a high-profile soap provides exposure and experience.

- Audience Engagement:
Younger cast members often connect with fans through social media, fostering
community and dialogue.

---

Conclusion: The Future of the Young Coronation
Street Cast

The young Coronation Street cast continues to be a vital component of the
show's ongoing success. Their stories resonate with viewers, reflecting the
complexities and diversities of modern youth. As new characters are
introduced and existing ones evolve, the show remains a dynamic platform for
storytelling, social commentary, and talent development.

Looking ahead, Coronation Street’s commitment to nurturing young talent and
tackling relevant issues suggests that the next generation of Weatherfield
residents will be just as compelling and influential as their predecessors.
Their journey not only enriches the narrative fabric of Corrie but also
reinforces its status as a mirror to society—ever-changing, inclusive, and
rooted in authentic human experiences.

---

In summary, the young Coronation Street cast embodies the show's adaptability
and relevance. Through their diverse backgrounds, compelling storylines, and
social impact, they ensure that Corrie remains a beloved and meaningful part
of British cultural life for generations to come.

Young Coronation Street Cast

  young coronation street cast: 60 Years of Coronation Street ITV Ventures Ltd, Abigail Kemp,
2020-10-29 Everything you need to know about Britain's longest-running and most popular soap is
found here in this impressive book. Celebrating 60 years since the show's creation, this book is an

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-030/young-coronation-street-cast.pdf


exhaustive, compelling and entertaining history packed full of features and long forgotten imagery.
It takes you through every year in a unique timeline that highlights key plot lines, significant
production events, together with an impressive amount of photography. You'll discover features on
characters, famous actors, royal visits, births, deaths, marriages and murders, together with
interviews with key actors, producers and production staff. A special section on the show's creator
Tony Warren, shows how the programme evolved from page to screen and is illustrated with rare
imagery and artefacts from his own archive. There are even special gatefold pages that open out
showing how the set has developed over the years and family trees of the major characters so you
can see the complex web of relations for the likes of the Barlows and the Platts. 60 Years of
Coronation Street will be the ultimate celebration of a show that's shaped British television and
prove to be the 'must-have' gift for every Corrie fan.
  young coronation street cast: Berkmann's Pop Miscellany Marcus Berkmann, 2021-06-03
Marcus Berkmann was for many years the pop critic of the Spectator, waiting like most freelances to
get fired. He's also the author of the bestselling Berkmann's Cricket Miscellany, concentrating on
the ridiculous true stories and the weird characters of that most eccentric of sports. Here he
combines the two, in a wildly entertaining ride through the galloping absurdities of pop, from Elvis
Presley's real hair colour, through Janet Jackson's more intimate piercings, to Courtney Love's
hatred of cheese. Why does Bono always wear sunglasses? Did Ozzy Osbourne really urinate on the
Alamo? What actually happened at Keith Moon's 21st birthday party at the Holiday Inn in Flint,
Michigan? There's sex, there's drugs, there's violence, there's even a little rock 'n' roll from time to
time. But mainly there are vital questions, now finally answered. Which notable guitarist has
unfeasibly tiny hands? Which Britpop star was forced to wear lederhosen as a child? Who said, 'The
majority of pop stars are compete idiots in every respect'? And was she wrong?
  young coronation street cast: A sense of place Lez Cooke, 2018-02-28 This pioneering study
examines regional British television drama from its beginnings on the BBC and ITV in the 1950s to
the arrival of Channel Four in 1982. It discusses the ways in which regionalism, regional culture and
regional identity have been defined, outlines the history of regional broadcasting in the UK, and
includes two detailed case studies – of Granada Television and BBC English Regions Drama –
representing contrasting examples of regional television drama during what is often described as the
‘golden age’ of British television. The conclusion brings the study up to date by discussing recent
developments in regional drama production, and by considering future possibilities. Written in a
scholarly but accessible style, the book uncovers a forgotten history of British television drama that
will be of interest to lecturers and students of media and cultural studies, as well as the general
reader with an interest in the history of British television.
  young coronation street cast: Coronation Street Graeme Kay, 1990
  young coronation street cast: To Be Continued... Robert C. Allen, 2002-01-04 To Be
Continued... explores the world's most popular form of television drama; the soap opera. From
Denver to Delhi, Moscow to Manchester, audiences eagerly await the next episode of As the World
Turns, The Rich Also Weep or Eastenders. But the popularity of soap operas in Britain and the US
pales in comparison to the role that they play in media cultures in other parts of the world. To Be
Continued... investigates both the cultural specificity of television soap operas and their reception in
other cultures, covering soap production and soap watching in the U.S., Asia, Europe, Australia and
Latin America. The contributors consider the nature of soap as a media text, the history of the serial
narrative as a form, and the role of the soap opera in the development of feminist media criticism. To
Be Continued... presents the first scholarly examination of soap opera as global media phenomenon.
  young coronation street cast: Granada Television--The First Generation John Finch,
Michael Cox, Marjorie Giles, 2003-11-08 This is a rich and readable collection of memoirs of those
who worked at Granada during the first thirty years of its existence. It captures a climate of creative
activity unique in the history of broadcasting, referred to now as the Golden Years of British
Television. Lords Birt and Macdonald, Sir Denis Forman, Michael Parkinson, Michael Apted, Stan
Barstow, Nick Elliott, Victoria Wood, Kenith Trodd, Jack Rosenthal, Anna Ford, Chris Kelly and Alan



Plater are just a few of the many well known contributors who were responsible for creating the
foundations on which Granada's considerable worldwide reputation was based. Shows like World in
Action, Brideshead Revisited, A Family at War, Coronation Street, What the Papers Say, and many
more described in this book were pioneers in their respective fields.
  young coronation street cast: Black in the British Frame Stephen Bourne, 2005-07-19 In
this updated edition of his acclaimed and award-winning study, Stephen Bourne takes a personal
look at the history of black people in popular British film and television. He documents, from original
research and interviews, the experiences and representations which have been ignored in previous
media books about people of African descent. There are chapters about Paul Robeson, Newton I.
Aduaka, soap operas and much more - as well as several useful appendices and suggestions for
further reading.
  young coronation street cast: Margaret Rutherford Andy Merriman, 2011-08-15 Margaret
Rutherford was without a doubt one of Britain’s best-loved comic actresses. But behind the kindly,
serene front Rutherford presented to the world lay a life of trauma and repeated nervous breakdown
– the legacy of the legacy of family tragedy that saw her father murder her grandfather during a
bout of mental illness and her depressive mother later kill herself. Andy Merriman’s acclaimed
biography intrigued and shocked readers with these revelations when it was published in hardback.
Now out in paperback, it is also a portrait of one of our most individual actresses. Rutherford
appeared in such thoroughly English classics as Blithe Spirit, The importance of Being Earnest,
Passport to Pimlico and I’m All Right, Jack! But above all she was Miss Marple, in four films – and
entirely created for the screen the role of Agatha Christie’s elderly and fearless private detective
that subsequent actresses like Joan Hickson and Geraldine McEwan have continued. Rutherford first
played Miss Marple at the age of 70, and insisted on wearing her own clothes to feel right in the
part. Above all, this was a vulnerable woman whom no-one failed to like and respect, notable again
and again for quiet acts of kindness, whose life story has great appeal to everyone who appreciates
both classic English comedy and simple human decency.
  young coronation street cast: The Place of Media Power Nick Couldry, 2002-01-04 This
fascinating study focuses on an area neglected in previous studies of the media: the meetings
between ordinary people and the media. Couldry explores what happens when people who normally
consume the media witness media processes in action, or even become the object of media attention
themselves.
  young coronation street cast: Martin Shaw - The Biography Stafford Hildred, Stafford Hildred
& Tim Ewbank, 2016-09-29 After making his name as Doyle in The Professionals in the 1970s,
Martin Shaw's career has gone from strength to strength. Now the star of the BBC hit drama, Judge
John Deed, Martin is also currently treading the boards on the London stage in A Man for All
Seasons. One of Britain's most popular and versatile actors, Martin has played over one hundred
television roles as well as a host of distinguished and critically acclaimed lead theatrical parts. Based
on a series of interviews and recollections from famous friends, relatives and co-stars of both stage
and screen, this is a revealing and honest portrait of the notoriously reluctant but hugely popular
star.
  young coronation street cast: Under Three Moons Daniel Kanaber, 2019-12-13 Spanning
half a lifetime, Under Three Moons takes place on three nights across three decades of two friends'
lives. From a school trip to France as teenagers, to a surf shack in their twenties, to Christmas in
their thirties, Mike and Paul meet up and talk into the night. From boyhood to manhood to
fatherhood, these are the nights they share. This sharp two-hander concerns society's shifting view
of male identity, how we've gone from talk of 'lad culture' to the 'metro-sexual' and now 'toxic
masculinity'. Male mental health has become much more understood if not discussed enough and the
way men relate to their friends and to themselves, is complicated and emotionally obtuse. Under
Three Moons is about a male friendship, two men growing together, a relationship that's close but
often un-articulated, and how that lack of direct expression can become the defining trait in a life.
  young coronation street cast: A Companion to Reality Television Laurie Ouellette,



2016-12-19 International in scope and more comprehensive than existing collections, A Companion
to Reality Television presents a complete guide to the study of reality, factual and nonfiction
television entertainment, encompassing a wide range of formats and incorporating cutting-edge
work in critical, social and political theory. Original in bringing cutting-edge work in critical, social
and political theory into the conversation about reality TV Consolidates the latest, broadest range of
scholarship on the politics of reality television and its vexed relationship to culture, society, identity,
democracy, and “ordinary people” in the media Includes primetime reality entertainment as well as
precursors such as daytime talk shows in the scope of discussion Contributions from a list of
international, leading scholars in this field
  young coronation street cast: Constellation Street Matthew Bulgo, 2016-04-11 'Place like
this – you know this – place like this gets in your blood. Once it's in your blood, you can't get it out.'
One night under Cardiff skies, four lost souls go looking for answers. After dark, when the world is
quiet, their paths weave and collide as they all go in search of salvation. When dawn breaks, life will
go on but there will be another night to contend with soon enough. As the sun rises over the Taff,
can anyone break free from the past?
  young coronation street cast: Come on Down? Dominic Strinati, Stephen Wagg, 2004-02-24
Come on Down represents an introduction to popular media culture in Britain since 1945. It
discusses the ways in which popular culture can be studied, understood and appreciated, and covers
its key analytical issues and some of its most important forms and processes. The contributors
analyse some of popular culture's leading and most representative expressions such as TV soaps,
quizzes and game shows, TV for children, media treatment of the monarchy, Pop Music, Comedy,
Advertising, Consumerism and Americanization. The diversity of both subject matter and argument
is the most distinctive feature of the collection, making it a much-needed and extremely accessible,
interdisciplinary introduction to the study of popular media culture. The contributors, many of them
leading figures in their respective areas of study, represent a number of different approaches which
themselves reflect the diversity and promise of contemporary theoretical debates. Their studies
encompass issues such as the economics of popular culture, its textual complexity and its
interpretations by audiences, as well as concepts such as ideology, material culture and
postmodernism.
  young coronation street cast: S Club 7 Anna Louise Golden, 2000-09-15 This 'Brit pack' is
taking the world by storm ...--Cover
  young coronation street cast: Harry H. Corbett: The Front Legs of the Cow Susannah Corbett,
2011-11-30 Harry H. Corbett rose from the slums of Manchester to become one of the best-known
television stars of the 20th century. Having left home as a 17-year-old Royal Marine during the
Second World War, he fought in the North Atlantic and the jungles of the Pacific and witnessed
first-hand the devastation wrought by the Hiroshima bomb. On his return home he wandered into
the local theatre company and landed a starring role – The Front Legs of the Cow. Soon becoming a
leading light in Joan Littlewood's Theatre Workshop and a widely-respected classical stage actor, his
life was changed forever by the television comedy Steptoe and Son. Overnight he became a
household name as the series drew unparalleled viewing figures of over 28 million, with fans ranging
from the working classes to the Royal Family. Naturally shy and a committed socialist, fame and
fortune didn't sit easily on his shoulders, and for the next twenty years, until his untimely death at
the age of only 57, he had to learn how to be ''Arold'. Written by his daughter, Susannah Corbett, an
actor herself, this is the first biography of Harry H. Corbett, the man who was once described as
being 'the English Marlon Brando'.
  young coronation street cast: Dad’s Army Goes to War Melody Foreman, 2024-12-30 For
decades the classic, evergreen BBC comedy Dad's Army has entertained millions of viewers around
the world. But the farcical antics of Walmington-on-Sea’s bumbling Home Guard platoon camouflage
the true military service of some of the actors themselves. Despite their light-hearted appearance,
many of the cast saw active service in one, or even both, of the world wars – and much of it far from
humorous. The inspiration behind the sitcom was the experiences of one its writers, Jimmy Perry,



who, as a young 16-year-old wannabe comedian, was still waiting for his call up papers when he
joined the eager warriors of the Home Guard in 1940. Little did he know how decades later that
ribald group of men in the Watford battalion would provide the inspiration which put his name up in
lights. Indeed, was it Perry’s own goofy gullibility as a teenager that helped form the character of
Private Pike? Also, admitted Perry, the affable Lance Corporal Jones – in real life Clive Dunn, a
former prisoner-of-war who served in the 4th Queen’s Own Hussars – was partly based on an old
soldier Perry knew who had served in the Sudan. This veteran recalled being told by a CO to ‘piss on
your rifle’ to cool it down. Perry went on to serve in India in the Royal Artillery and then later with
Combined Services Entertainments. As a twenty-year-old British Army officer, David Croft was
stationed in North Africa when a raft of comical events, including his struggles with a Bofors gun,
went on to shape the calamities which befall the Dad’s Army troopers! theater-mad Derbyshire lad
Arthur Lowe, who played the redoubtable Captain Mainwaring, was thin with knobbly knees when
he was seconded to the No.2 Field Entertainment Unit in Egypt. Meantime languid, good mannered
actor John Le Mesurier reported for duty with the Royal Tank Regiment complete with golf clubs in
his car boot. By 1943 he was ironically enduring life in Deolali (Doolally in India), when he ‘had a
captaincy thrust upon him’ until being demobbed in 1946. The astonishing bravery of actor and
playwright Arnold Ridley, who was denied a DSO and a Military Medal for his actions during the
First World War, makes for heart-rending reading. His creation of dear old Private Godfrey won him
millions of adoring fans. The classical actor John Laurie – Private ‘We’re all doomed’ Frazer – was
also a hero of the trenches. Always dry-witted he once made everyone laugh on set when he
remarked: ‘I’ve played every part in Shakespeare, I was considered to be the finest Hamlet of the
1920s and I had retired, and now I am famous for doing this crap!’ That each man, including the
mocking Laurie, helped turn Dad’s Army into everlasting success will never be forgotten. And why?
Well, in reality they had seen war and knew war, and yet always completely realised and understood
how the power of laughter is the ultimate triumph.
  young coronation street cast: Things I Couldn't Tell My Mother Sue Johnston, 2011-09-01
'There was a lot that we kept from my mother. My dad would say to me as a teenager Don't tell your
mother. We couldn't face the disapproval.' Sue Johnston always seemed to be disappointing her
mother. As a girl she never stayed clean and tidy like her cousins. As she grew older, she spent all
her piano lesson money on drinks for her mates down the pub, and when she discovered The Cavern
she was never at home. The final straw was when Sue left her steady job at a St Helen's factory to
try her hand at that unsteadiest of jobs: acting. Yet when Sue was bringing up her own child alone,
her mother was always there to help. And playing her much-loved characters Sheila Grant in Waking
the Dead and Barbara in The Royle Family- although her mum wouldn't say she was proud as such,
she certainly seemed to approve. And in her mother's final months, it was Sue she needed by her
side. The relationship with your mother is perhaps the most precious and fraught of any woman's
life. When she began writing, Sue set out to record 'all the big things, and all the small things.
Everything I wanted to tell my mother but felt I never could'. The result is a warm, poignant and
often very funny memoir by one of Britain's favourite actresses.
  young coronation street cast: The Cinema of Britain and Ireland Brian McFarlane, 2005 A
fresh, concise but wide-ranging introduction to and overview of British and Irish cinema, this volume
contains 24 essays, each on a separate seminal film from the region. Films under discussion include
'Pink String and Sealing Wax', 'Room at the Top', 'The Italian Job', 'Orlando', and 'Sweet Sixteen'.
  young coronation street cast: Sixties British Pop, Outside in Gordon Ross Thompson, 2024
Itchycoo Park, 1964-1970-the second volume of Sixties British Pop, Outside In- explores how London
songwriters, musicians, and production crews navigated the era's cultural upheavals by reimagining
the pop-music envelope. British songwriters, musicians, and production crews explored form, sound,
and subject matter as western society grappled with racism, sexism, war, revolution, and migration
in a postcolonial world. As these creators and curators of popular culture combined interests in jazz,
folk, blues, Indian ragas, and western classical music, they created sophisticated hybrid forms that
redefined pop music. Based on extensive research and drawing on vintage and original interviews,



Sixties British Pop, Outside In contextualizes the world of the Beatles through King Crimson in the
frameworks of the postwar surge in births that created the Bulge Generation in the UK (and Baby
Boomers in America), emergent technologies, English behavior, and the places and spaces in which
people created and consumed pop music--
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