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Who was Henry VIII's favourite wife

Henry VIII, one of the most iconic and tumultuous monarchs of England, is renowned not only for his six
marriages but also for the complex relationships he maintained with each of his wives. Among these, one wife
stands out as his particular favorite, a woman whose influence and affection left lasting marks on the king
and the history of England. This article explores the question: who was Henry VIII’s favourite wife? We will
delve into the lives of his wives, examining their relationships with Henry, and ultimately reveal which of them
held the special place in his heart.

---

Introduction to Henry VIII’s Marriages

Henry VIII’s reign (1509–1547) is characterized by his six marriages, which were driven by political, religious,
and personal reasons. His wives were:

1. Catherine of Aragon
2. Anne Boleyn
3. Jane Seymour
4. Anne of Cleves
5. Catherine Howard
6. Catherine Parr

Each marriage had profound implications for England’s religious landscape, royal succession, and Henry’s
personal life. Of these, Jane Seymour is often considered Henry’s favorite, owing to his deep affection for her and
her significant role in the king’s life.

---

Henry VIII’s Wives: An Overview

Catherine of Aragon
- First wife and a Spanish princess
- Marriage lasted over 20 years
- Mother of Mary I
- Henry’s initial love and marriage partner

Anne Boleyn
- Second wife and mother of Elizabeth I
- Catalyst for England’s break from the Catholic Church
- Their relationship was passionate but tumultuous

Jane Seymour
- Third wife
- Henry’s favorite wife



- Mother of Edward VI
- Died shortly after childbirth

Anne of Cleves
- Fourth wife
- Marriage was politically motivated
- Henry quickly annulled the marriage

Catherine Howard
- Fifth wife
- Young and lively
- Executed for infidelity

Catherine Parr
- Sixth wife
- Outlived Henry
- Acted as a caring stepmother and companion

---

Who Was Henry VIII’s Favourite Wife?

Based on historical evidence, Henry VIII’s favorite wife was Jane Seymour. Her relationship with Henry was
marked by genuine affection, and she played a crucial role in his personal and political life. Let’s explore why
Jane Seymour holds this distinction.

---

Reasons Why Jane Seymour Was Henry VIII’s Favourite Wife

1. Personal Affection and Devotion

Henry’s love for Jane Seymour was sincere and profound. Unlike his previous marriages, which were often driven
by political alliances or personal ambitions, Henry’s relationship with Jane was characterized by genuine
attachment.

- Henry reportedly described her as the "only true wife" he ever loved.
- Their relationship was marked by tenderness and mutual respect.

2. Mother of His Only Male Heir

One of the primary reasons Henry valued Jane so highly was her contribution to the royal succession.

- She gave birth to Edward VI, Henry’s only son to survive infancy.
- Henry’s desire for a male heir was a central motivation for his marriage to Jane.

3. Personal Sacrifice and Tragic End



Jane’s death shortly after childbirth endeared her even more to Henry, who mourned her deeply.

- She died of postpartum complications, just days after Edward’s birth.
- Henry was reportedly devastated and mourned her loss for years.

4. Political Stability and Influence

Although her influence was limited compared to Anne Boleyn or Catherine of Aragon, Jane’s gentle nature and
loyalty contributed to a period of relative stability in Henry’s court.

---

Contrasting Jane Seymour with Other Wives

While Henry’s marriages to Catherine of Aragon and Anne Boleyn were marked by political and religious
upheaval, his relationship with Jane was more personal and tender.

- Catherine of Aragon: Love was strong initially but soured over annulment issues.
- Anne Boleyn: Passionate but tumultuous; ultimately led to her execution.
- Jane Seymour: Loved for her kindness, loyalty, and her role as mother.
- Catherine Howard and Catherine Parr: Marriages were brief, with less personal connection.

---

Additional Factors Supporting Jane Seymour’s Status as Henry’s
Favourite

1. Henry’s Own Writings and Statements

Henry’s letters and writings reflect his deep affection for Jane. He regarded her as his “true wife” and expressed
sorrow after her death.

2. Historical Accounts and Biographies

Historians often cite Henry’s grief over Jane’s death as evidence of his genuine love. For example, chroniclers like
Edward Hall and John Foxe describe Henry’s mourning and the high regard he held for her.

3. Her Role in Henry’s Personal Life

Jane was present during crucial moments, such as the birth of Edward VI, and was a constant companion in
Henry’s later years, further cementing her importance in his life.

---

Conclusion: Who Was Henry VIII’s Favourite Wife?

While Henry VIII’s relationships with his wives were complex and often driven by political and personal motives,
most historical evidence points to Jane Seymour as his favourite wife. Her genuine affection, her role as the
mother of his only surviving male heir, and her tragic death after childbirth all contributed to her special place
in Henry’s heart. Though his marriages and relationships were tumultuous, Jane Seymour’s kindness, loyalty,
and the profound loss Henry experienced after her death have cemented her legacy as his most beloved wife.



---

Summary

- Henry VIII married six times; each marriage had its own dynamics.
- Jane Seymour is widely regarded as Henry’s favourite wife due to his deep personal affection.
- She fulfilled Henry’s desire for a male heir and was loved for her kindness and loyalty.
- Her death deeply affected Henry, highlighting the emotional connection he shared with her.
- Understanding Henry’s relationships offers insight into the complexities of Tudor court life and the personal
side of monarchy.

---

If you're interested in Tudor history, exploring Henry VIII’s personal relationships provides a fascinating
glimpse into the man behind the crown and the women who influenced the course of English history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Henry VIII's favorite wife?

Historians often consider Anne Boleyn to have been Henry VIII's favorite wife, especially during the early years
of their marriage before his desire for a male heir led to her downfall.

Why was Anne Boleyn regarded as Henry VIII's favorite wife?

Henry VIII was captivated by Anne Boleyn's intelligence and charisma, and he was deeply enamored with her,
making her his preferred wife until their relationship deteriorated.

Did Henry VIII have a favorite wife after Anne Boleyn?

Henry VIII's affections shifted over time, but many believe he favored Catherine Parr later in life, especially
because she outlived him and was a trusted companion.

Was Catherine of Aragon ever considered Henry VIII's favorite wife?

While Henry VIII was initially very committed to Catherine of Aragon, his feelings waned over time, and she is
generally not regarded as his favorite wife, especially after their marriage was annulled.

How did Henry VIII's favorite wife influence his reign?

Henry's favorite wife, particularly Anne Boleyn, played a significant role in religious and political upheaval,
including the English Reformation, due to his desire for a male heir and her influence on his policies.

Additional Resources
Who Was Henry VIII’s Favourite Wife? An In-Depth Exploration

When contemplating the tumultuous life and reign of King Henry VIII, one question often arises: who was Henry
VIII’s favourite wife? The answer is complex, layered with political intrigue, personal affection, and shifting
alliances. Henry VIII's six marriages profoundly impacted England's history, religious landscape, and royal



succession. While historians debate and analyze these relationships, many agree that one wife stands out as
Henry VIII’s most favored: Anne Boleyn. This article delves into the lives of Henry’s wives, exploring the
evidence and circumstances that led to this conclusion.

---

The Context of Henry VIII’s Marriages

Henry VIII's marriages are among the most famous in history, marked by love, betrayal, political strategy, and
tragedy. His six wives were:

1. Catherine of Aragon
2. Anne Boleyn
3. Jane Seymour
4. Anne of Cleves
5. Catherine Howard
6. Catherine Parr

Each marriage reflected different political alliances, personal desires, and religious considerations. The
question of Henry's favorite wife is often intertwined with the circumstances surrounding their marriages and
the king's personal sentiments.

---

The Marriage to Catherine of Aragon: The Beginning

A Political and Personal Union

Henry's first wife, Catherine of Aragon, was a Spanish princess and the daughter of King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella. Their marriage in 1509 was initially a happy union, with Henry deeply in love and committed to
Catherine.

The End of the Marriage

Henry sought to annul this marriage after failing to produce a male heir, leading to England's break from the
Catholic Church and the establishment of the Church of England. Despite his eventual annulment, Henry’s initial
affection for Catherine was genuine.

Summary: While Henry’s love for Catherine was significant early on, it waned due to political and personal
reasons, especially her failure to bear a male heir.

---

The Rise of Anne Boleyn: The Favourite Wife?

The Courtship and Marriage

Anne Boleyn entered Henry’s life as a lady-in-waiting around 1525. Henry was captivated by her wit, charm,
and intelligence. Their courtship fueled Henry's desire to annul his marriage to Catherine, as he believed he was
destined to marry Anne.

Key Factors that Elevated Anne Boleyn's Status:

- Her refusal to become Henry’s mistress, insisting on marriage
- Her influence over Henry’s religious reforms
- Her role in the king’s desire for a male heir

In 1533, Henry and Anne married secretly, and she was crowned Queen later that year.



Why Was Anne Boleyn Henry’s Favourite?

Many historians argue that Anne Boleyn was Henry VIII’s favourite wife due to several compelling reasons:

- Personal Affection: Henry was genuinely infatuated with Anne; their relationship was passionate and intense.
- Emotional Connection: Unlike his previous marriages, Henry’s relationship with Anne was marked by mutual
affection and intellectual stimulation.
- Political and Religious Influence: Anne played a pivotal role in the English Reformation, which Henry
enthusiastically supported, indicating a shared vision.
- Desire for a Male Heir: Despite her failure to produce a surviving male heir, Henry’s determination to marry her
demonstrates her importance to him.

The Downfall and Execution

Despite Henry’s initial affection, their marriage ended tragically when Anne failed to produce a male heir and was
accused of treason, leading to her execution in 1536. Some interpret this as a sign that her position as Henry’s
favourite was fleeting and conditional.

Summary: While Henry loved Anne passionately, his love was complicated by political necessity and personal
ambition.

---

Jane Seymour: The Quiet Favorite?

A Different Kind of Connection

After Anne Boleyn’s execution, Henry married Jane Seymour in 1536. Jane was gentle, devout, and reportedly
more subdued than Anne.

Why Is Jane Often Considered Henry’s "Favorite" Wife?

- The Birth of Edward VI: Jane gave Henry his long-desired male heir, Edward VI, in 1537.
- Personal Affection: Henry is believed to have been genuinely fond of Jane, mourning her death shortly after
childbirth.
- Simplicity and Loyalty: Unlike Anne, Jane was seen as a more humble and loyal wife, which may have endeared
her to Henry.

Her Short-lived Favoritism

Henry’s affection for Jane was intense but brief; she died in 1537, and he mourned her deeply.

Summary: Jane Seymour’s position as Henry’s favorite is often linked to her role in producing a male heir and her
perceived personal kindness.

---

Other Wives and Their Place in Henry’s Heart

Anne of Cleves

Henry’s marriage to Anne of Cleves was politically motivated. He was reportedly disappointed upon meeting
her, and their marriage was annulled after six months. Her relationship with Henry was amicable, but not
romantic.

Catherine Howard

Henry’s marriage to Catherine Howard was brief and tumultuous, ending in her execution for adultery. Their
relationship was likely less emotionally significant.



Catherine Parr

Henry’s sixth wife, Catherine Parr, was a widow and a mature, educated woman. She outlived Henry and was a
trusted companion, but her relationship with Henry was more of friendship and companionship.

---

Analyzing Who Was Henry VIII’s Favourite Wife

Factors to Consider

- Personal Affection: Evidence of Henry’s genuine love and passion
- Political and Religious Influence: Impact on the kingdom and reform movements
- Role in Producing Heirs: The importance of male succession
- Longevity of Relationship: How long they remained in Henry’s favor

The Verdict

While Henry VIII’s relationships with his wives were complex and often fraught with political machinations,
most scholars agree that Anne Boleyn held a unique place in his heart during their marriage. Her intelligence,
charm, and the emotional connection he felt for her distinguish her from his other wives.

---

Conclusion: Who Was Henry VIII’s Favourite Wife?

Based on historical evidence and scholarly consensus, Anne Boleyn is widely regarded as Henry VIII’s favourite
wife, at least during their marriage. Her influence on Henry’s personal and political life, her role in the English
Reformation, and the passionate nature of their relationship contribute to this perception. However, it’s
important to recognize that Henry’s affections shifted over time, and his marriages reflected the complexities of
love, power, and statecraft.

In the end, Henry VIII’s favorite wife was not just a matter of personal preference but also a symbol of his
desires for a male heir, religious reform, and personal fulfillment. Her enduring legacy continues to fascinate
historians and the public alike, cementing her place in history as one of England’s most famous queens.

---

Note: This analysis is based on historical records, contemporary accounts, and scholarly interpretations. The
true nature of Henry VIII’s feelings may never be fully known, but the impact of his marriages remains undeniable.

Who Was Henry Viii Favourite Wife

  who was henry viii favourite wife: Jane Seymour D. M. Loades, 2013 Author is a renowned
expert on the Tudors. The story of Henry VIII's third queen, the wife who gave him what he most
desired - a son.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: Jane Seymour Professor David Loades, 2014-11-13 Author
is a renowned expert on the Tudors. The story of Henry VIII's third queen, the wife who gave him
what he most desired - a son.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: Jane Seymour Carol-Ann Johnston, 2023-10-12 Biography of
the third wife of King Henry VIII of England, and the mother of Edward VI who was Henry's only
son. Jane Seymour is the wife of Henry VIII we know the least about, often written off as ‘Plain Jane’.
Queen of England for just seventeen months, during her life Jane witnessed some of the most
extraordinary events ever to take place in English history, later becoming a part of them. Jane
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ensured her place in Henry’s affections by giving him his much longed-for male heir only to
tragically lose her life twelve days later leaving behind a motherless son and a devastated husband.
For the remainder of his life Henry would honor the mother of his only legitimate son and would
come to regard Jane as his ‘true and loving wife’. But who was Jane Seymour? Throughout this
illustrated book we will find a woman who was neither saint or sinner, but a human being with her
own beliefs and causes.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: The Six Wives of Henry VIII David Loades, 2014-08-15
The marital ups and downs of England's most infamous king.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: In the Footsteps of the Six Wives of Henry VIII Sarah
Morris, Natalie Grueninger, 2016-03-15 The visitor's companion to the palaces, castles and houses
associated with Henry VIII's six wives
  who was henry viii favourite wife: The Illustrated Six Wives of Henry VIII Elizabeth Norton,
2015-07-15 In this lavishly illustrated, accessible guide, find out everything you need to know about
the six wives of Henry VIII.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: Heroines of the Tudor World Sharon Bennett Connolly,
2024-06-15 The stories of the most remarkable women from European history in the time of the
Tudor dynasty, 1485-1603.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: Historical Dictionary of the British Monarchy Kenneth J.
Panton, 2023-10-15 The foundations of the British monarchy date from the era, more than a
millennium ago, when Anglo-Saxon, Celtic, and Viking peoples competed for dominance. Early
sovereigns exercised near-absolute power but over time that authority dwindled as the changing role
of women, the democratization of society, dynastic intermarriage, financial demands, religious
convictions, struggles for economic and political control, and territorial aggrandizement combined to
promote change. The strengths and weaknesses of rulers such as William the Conqueror, Henry VIII,
Elizabeth I, and Mary, Queen of Scots, and Queen Elizabeth also contributed to the evolution of the
monarchy and are documented here. Historical Dictionary of the British Monarchy, Second Edition
contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has
more than 800 cross-referenced entries that cover significant events, places, institutions, and other
aspects of British culture, economics, politics, and society. This book is an excellent resource for
students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about the British monarchy.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: The Diary of Lucy Kennedy (1793– 1816) Lorna J Clark,
2021-03-24 Lucy Kennedy (c.1731–1826), had an insider’s view of life in Windsor castle and of
members of the Royal Family for fifty-three years. Her diary, preserved in the Royal Library,
Windsor Castle, has never before been published. In it she writes a moving account of the death of
Princess Amelia which precipitated the final illness of George III and the Regency. Her observations
of his symptoms are relevant for modern-day diagnoses of his malady. Volume 3 of the Memoirs of
the Court of George III.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: Planning the Murder of Anne Boleyn Caroline Angus,
2024-11-30 Anne Boleyn's downfall was driven by political machinations, religious conflict, and
alliances, with little connection to her alleged crimes. Almost 500 years have passed since the death
of Anne Boleyn, and yet, there has never been a suggestion she was guilty of the crimes which saw
her executed. Attempts to muddy Anne’s reputation throughout history have not lessened her
popularity nor convinced anyone she was an adulterer. But many myths surrounding Anne’s
conviction for sleeping with George Boleyn, Henry Norris, Francis Weston, William Brereton, and
Mark Smeaton have cropped up due to centuries of lies, slander, and misinformation from
detractors. One month after Anne was executed, the Convocation of Canterbury ratified the
paperwork detailing her arrest, conviction, execution, and the annulment of the marriage between
King Henry VIII and his second wife. As parliament had already ruled Anne’s only child, Princess
Elizabeth, was no longer heir to the throne, all the paperwork surrounding the trial was destroyed.
No trace of her charges, witness statements, evidence, or even Archbishop Thomas Cranmer’s
reasoning for annulling the royal marriage survived the mass destruction. Everyone was supposed to



forget Anne Boleyn and accept Queen Jane. But why did Anne Boleyn ever need to die? King Henry
had started little more than an infatuation with Jane Seymour in December 1535. Yet, many saw the
opportunity to pounce, not to reduce Anne’s influence but to increase Princess Mary’s standing. As
Vicegerent Thomas Cromwell and Ambassador Eustace Chapuys whispered of alliances in secret
meetings, the Catholic nobility and the White Roses began to hatch their plan to restore the king’s
daughter, Princess Mary, to her rightful place at court. Just as Katharine of Aragon died, Anne
Boleyn felt secure as England’s queen, only to find that her adversary’s death would soon bring on
her own. Why did political and religious enemies of Thomas Cromwell seek him in the months
leading to Anne’s death, expecting his co-operation to restore Princess Mary? Did Jane Seymour
have any significance and why did King Henry and Thomas Cromwell get into a public shouting
match at a dinner party? The answers lie not in what evidence remains of court life in early 1536 but
in the gaps left behind. None of the characters that played a role in Anne Boleyn’s death were
strangers; all had connections, alliances and opportunities, and when their pasts and futures are laid
together, we can see how a haphazard plan to end a queen’s life had almost nothing to do with her
at all.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: A Biographical Encyclopedia of Early Modern
Englishwomen Carole Levin, Anna Riehl Bertolet, Jo Eldridge Carney, 2016-11-03 From the
exemplary to the notorious to the obscure, this comprehensive and innovative encyclopedia
showcases the worthy women of early modern England. Poets, princesses, or pirates, the women of
power and agency found in these pages are indeed worth knowing, and this volume will introduce
many female figures to even the most established scholars in early modern studies. Rather than
using the conventional alphabetical format of the standard biographical encyclopedia, this volume is
divided into categories of women. Since many women will fit in more than one category, each
woman is placed in the category that best exemplifies her life, and is cross referenced in other
appropriate sections. This structure makes the book an interesting read for seasoned scholars of
early modern women, while students need not already be familiar with these subjects in order to
benefit from the text. Another unusual feature of this reference work is that each entry begins with
some incident from the woman’s life that is particularly exciting or significant. Some entries are very
brief while others are extensive. Each includes a source listing. The book is well illustrated and
liberally sprinkled with quotations of the time either by or about the women in the text.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: The Wraiths of Raglan Wood W. B. Baker, 2010-04-16
Gigantic hounds entombed within the castle wall were intended to protect the occupants from evil.
The residents could never know that Hounds from Hell might ever rise to vent an ancient fury.
Within the glens of nearby Raglan Wood lurked a fanged and horrific vengeance. In a region where
humankind had only recently dared to loose the latch and brave a glimpse inside, the unknown
might well rule supreme. Tales of demons, portals to the underworld, and ghouls sired from the
forest spirits themselves to thwart the hand of man regularly resonated around the lonely hearths of
Monmouthshire and echoed down the dimly lighted passageways of the scattered, isolated manors.
Only the foolhardy naively dismiss the unknown as harmless—only the ignorant dare assume the
darkness lingering on light’s periphery might ever remain entirely void of malevolence and malice.
Enthusiastic admirers of author W. B. Baker would agree that not including this Cardiff University
writer in any anthology of Welsh or British authors would be amiss. His novels exhibit extraordinary
talent in not only creating breathtaking imagery and overwhelming historical accuracy, but
repeatedly confirm a stunning ability to reveal Britain’s collective integrity. Drawing attention to a
rich and often overlooked history of Monmouthshire and Glamorgan, Baker has become a formidable
advocate of Wales and of English literature. —Carol Daniels Kansas City, Missouri, USA The Wraiths
Of Raglan Wood is really rather brilliant—revealing once more the very finest from this particularly
competent British writer. Yet again, this award-winning author demonstrates expertise in creating
evocative word pictures—along with the uncanny skill to portray the most heroic and loathsome
qualities in us all. —Brigitte Watkins Nottingham, England Britain has long been the home of
fantastic tales, and W. B. Baker once more shows his astonishing prowess as a writer with this, his



latest novel. A thrilling and often spectacular combination of poetry and prose, The Wraiths Of
Raglan Wood features explosive scenes of violence and emotion, stunning narrative with
breathtaking imagery, and overwhelming historical accuracy. Like no other author of contemporary
fiction, Baker asserts his extraordinary faculty of creating evocative word pictures, along with an
uncanny aptitude to encapsulate the most heroic and loathsome qualities of the human spirit. Some
critics may argue that Baker’s writing may not be worthy of prolonged superlatives or comparisons
with the very greatest of British authors: his plots lack the dexterity we see from some; his
characters, the depth and range we have come to expect from others. All the same . . . Time and
time again, W. B. Baker repeatedly demonstrates a stunning talent to reveal England’s collective
integrity. His novels dominate historical fiction with the writer’s impartial portrayal of our
imperfections and consummate greatness. Perhaps that is exactly what we, as a nation, desperately
need from time to time—a writer unafraid to whip away the froth of romanticism and expose our all
too often base human nature. —critique in Review Aldershot, Wokingham At long last, a novelist has
arrived with the wit and aptitude to justly claim the throne of allegory left vacant for so long.
—Windsor, Berkshire, England Once or twice within one’s lifetime an author comes along who
actually manages to unfurl and advance the banner of genuine Literature: to reclaim the soul of
Britain in the name of something far grander than simple prose. —St. Ives, Cambridgeshire W. B.
Baker’s latest novel . . . may quite simply be the finest compilation of poetry and prose that Britain
has witnessed in the past half century. —Kensington Road, London Not shoddy sentimentality but
honest sentiment, this account set during the Second Crusade tells the heroic tale of men and
women who may, through the savagery of conflict, abandon religion but never their faith: who might
mislay their cause but,
  who was henry viii favourite wife: El Proyecto Macnamara John Fox, 2014-06-18 This is the
story of Eugene Macnamara, a maverick young priest from Ennis, County Clare who sought to
establish a colony for Irish families in the 1840s in Alta California, Mexico s far north-western
territory. Had the 10,000 ready volunteers from Limerick, Clare and Cork of whom he boasted,
actually arrived, a New Ennis , New Clare or New Ireland could have been born. His scheme failed
when the US seized California in 1846. Macnamara life spanned half the globe and was dramatic:
expulsion from a Paris seminary, a dash to Rome from Guiana to expose a convulsing mission, a year
in revolutionary Mexico, two months in threatened California (backed by the Royal Navy) and asylum
in Mexico City during the Mexican War, 1846-8. He followed it all with a Macnamara Scheme II in
Chile. His arrival in Mexico, 1844, was at a time of tension between North America s landlords,
Mexico, the US and Britain. His 1846 licence to settle 20,000 square miles with 15,000 settlers, was
formalised by Mexico in 1847 and even qualified for a US hearing in 1852, but it was not appealed.
British diplomats, merchants and bondholders supported him. When US President Polk learned of El
Proyecto Macnamara he acted immediately to stop any British colonising in North America. In
Washington, Macnamara personified at the highest levels a political and commercial conspiracy
between Britain and Mexico against the US. This biography is the compelling story of this
international Irishman and his lingering aftermath.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: M25 Ray Hamilton, 2015-10-08 Have you ever wanted to
know... Which junction to take for Gibraltar? How to save £35,040 a year on Dartford Crossing tolls?
How many assassins were buried within the concrete of the M25? (at least one) Why it’s important
that North Ockendon declares itself independent from Greater London at the earliest opportunity?
This indispensable biography of a road profiles the 117 miles of Britain’s most infamous motorway,
from its controversial origins to its present-day status as backdrop to the lives and commutes of
millions. Told with Ray Hamilton’s trademark powers of observation and off-the-wall humour, it is an
eye-opening account of the stuff you didn’t know about the M25 – including the action, sightseeing
or nature-loving fun you can have coming off at any junction – and a very different view of the stuff
you did know.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: A Journey Through Tudor England Suzannah Lipscomb,
2021-08-31 Using place as a lens through which to view history, come take a vivid and captivating



journey through England's most vibrant era For the armchair traveler or for those looking to take a
trip back to the colorful time of Henry VIII and Thomas Moore,A Journey Through Tudor England
takes you to the palaces,castles, theatres and abbeys to uncover the stories behind this famed era.
Suzannah Lipscomb visits over fifty Tudor places, from the famous palace at Hampton Court, where
dangerous court intrigue was rife, to less well-known houses such as Anne Boleyn’s childhood home
at Hever Castle, or Tutbury Castle, where Mary Queen of Scots was imprisoned.In the corridors of
power and the courtyards of country houses, we meet the passionate but tragic Katheryn Parr,
Henry VIII’s last wife; Lady Jane Grey, the nine-day queen; and come to understand how Sir Walter
Raleigh planned his trip to the New World. Through the places that defined them, this lively and
engaging book reveals the rich history of the Tudors and paints a vivid and captivating picture of
what it would have been like to live in Tudor England. 16 pages of B&W and color photographs
  who was henry viii favourite wife: Dangerous Days in Elizabethan England Terry Deary,
2014-11-06 The reign of Elizabeth I - a Golden Age? Try asking her subjects... Elizabethans did all
they could to survive in an age of sin and bling, of beddings and beheadings, galleons and guns.
Explorers set sail for new worlds, risking everything to bring back slaves, gold and the priceless
potato. Elizabeth lined her coffers while her subjects lived in squalor with hunger, violence and
misery as bedfellows. Shakespeare shone and yet the beggars, doxies and thieves scraped and
cheated to survive in the shadows. These were dangerous days. If you survived the villains, and the
diseases didn't get you, then the lawmen might. Pick the wrong religion and the scaffold or stake
awaited you. The toothless, red-wigged queen sparkled in her jewelled dresses, but the Golden Age
was only the surface of the coin. The rest was base metal.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: An authentic history of the coronation of George IV. To
which is prefixed a concise history of the coronations of the Kings of England from the Saxon
Heptarchy to the present time Robert HUISH, 1821
  who was henry viii favourite wife: An Authentic History of the Coronation of His Majesty,
King George the Fourth Robert Huish, 1821
  who was henry viii favourite wife: The Kings & Queens of England David Loades,
2013-07-15 An authoritative and accessible history of the lives of the kings and queens of England by
a renowned historian.
  who was henry viii favourite wife: Dark History of the Tudors Judith John, 2014-03-26
Illustrated with 180 photographs, paintings and illustrations, Dark History of the Tudors is a
fascinating, accessible account of the murder, adultery and religious turmoil that characterised
England’s most infamous royal dynasty.
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