
types of roman pottery
types of roman pottery played a vital role in the daily life, trade, and culture of ancient Rome.
These ceramics not only served functional purposes but also reflected the social, economic, and
artistic developments of the Roman Empire. From everyday domestic ware to luxurious tableware and
specialized containers, Roman pottery encompasses a diverse range of styles, techniques, and
materials. Understanding the various types of Roman pottery provides valuable insights into the
technological advances, trade networks, and cultural influences that shaped Roman civilization. In this
comprehensive guide, we explore the main categories of Roman pottery, their characteristics, uses,
and historical significance.

Overview of Roman Pottery

Roman pottery can be broadly categorized based on material, purpose, and chronological
development. The principal materials include terracotta, clay, and glass, with terracotta being the
most prevalent. The evolution of Roman pottery reflects the empire’s expansion, technological
innovations, and interactions with other cultures such as the Greeks and Etruscans.

Roman pottery is traditionally divided into:
- Functional ware: used for everyday activities like cooking, storage, and serving.
- Decorative ware: including fine wares used for display or ceremonial purposes.
- Specialized ware: such as amphorae for transporting liquids, and lamps for lighting.

Now, let's delve into the most significant types of Roman pottery, their features, and historical
context.

Common Types of Roman Pottery

1. Terra Sigillata (Fine Roman Ware)

Overview:
Terra sigillata, meaning "sealed earth," is one of the most renowned and highly valued Roman pottery
types. It is a form of fine, glossy, and often decorated redware that dates from the 1st century BCE to
the 3rd century CE.

Features:
- Smooth, polished surface with a bright red or orange color.
- Often decorated with stamped or molded patterns on the exterior.
- Manufactured using a refined clay slip that was applied and then fired to produce a glossy finish.

Uses:
- Primarily used for tableware, including plates and bowls, favored for its durability and aesthetic
appeal.



- Exported across the Roman Empire, indicating its widespread popularity.

Historical Significance:
Terra sigillata exemplifies Roman advancements in ceramic technology and mass production
techniques. Its standardized forms facilitated trade and cultural exchange throughout the empire.

2. Amphorae

Overview:
Amphorae are tall, two-handled storage jars used extensively in the Roman world for transporting and
storing liquids like wine, olive oil, and fish sauce (garum).

Features:
- Typically made from clay and characterized by narrow necks, pointed or rounded bases, and two
handles.
- Varieties include different shapes and sizes according to the contents and regional styles.
- Often sealed with wax or other materials to prevent leakage.

Types of Amphorae:
- Dressel 20: A popular type used predominantly for wine, identifiable by its distinctive shape and
size.
- Sagum: Larger amphorae used for bulk storage.
- Dressel 1: Used mainly for olive oil.

Uses:
- Transporting commodities across long distances via ships and land routes.
- Storage within warehouses or households.

Historical Significance:
Amphorae are crucial for understanding Roman trade networks, economic practices, and the spread
of commodities across the empire. Archaeologists often find fragments of amphorae in shipwrecks
and settlements, helping date and locate trade routes.

3. Cooking Ware (Rudus and Ciborium)

Overview:
Roman cooking ware includes various types of pottery used in daily food preparation and serving.

Key Types:
- Rudus: A coarse, utilitarian ware used for cooking and storage, often unglazed or with simple
decoration.
- Ciborium: A term sometimes used for cups or bowls with a rounded shape, suitable for serving food
or drinks.

Features:
- Made from durable, often unglazed clay suitable for heat resistance.
- Generally plain but sometimes decorated with incised or painted patterns.



Uses:
- Cooking, serving, and everyday tableware.

Historical Significance:
These vessels reflect the practical aspects of Roman domestic life and technological capabilities in
ceramic firing.

4. Samian Ware (Terra Sigillata from Gaul)

Overview:
Often confused with Italian terra sigillata, samian ware refers to a similar fine pottery produced in
Gaul (modern France) during the Roman period.

Features:
- Similar glossy, red surface with decorative stamps.
- Distinct regional styles and manufacturing techniques.

Uses:
- Primarily used for fine dining and display purposes.

Historical Significance:
Signifies the spread of Roman ceramic styles and the integration of regional production centers within
the empire.

Specialized and Regional Roman Pottery Types

1. Cloacae and Drainage Pipes

Overview:
Roman engineering incorporated specialized ceramic pipes for drainage and sewage systems.

Features:
- Made from durable clay, often shaped into cylindrical or rectangular sections.
- Designed for integration into aqueducts and sewer systems.

Uses:
- Urban sanitation, demonstrating Roman infrastructural sophistication.

Historical Significance:
Highlights the importance of public health and urban planning in Roman cities.

2. Glassware and Millefiori



Overview:
While not pottery, Roman glassware deserves mention as a significant ceramic-related craft.

Features:
- Used for drinking vessels, bottles, and decorative objects.
- Millefiori technique involves colored glass canes fused into patterns.

Uses:
- Personal and ceremonial use, especially among wealthier classes.

Historical Significance:
Reflects technological innovation and artistic expression in Roman decorative arts.

3. Regional Variations and Local Styles

The diversity of Roman pottery also includes regional styles that reflect local materials, techniques,
and cultural influences:

- Italico ware: Early Roman domestic ware characterized by simple forms and brownish glazes.
- North African ware: Known for its distinctive slip decorations and forms.
- Spanish and Gaulish wares: Exhibiting regional decorative motifs and manufacturing techniques.

Conclusion

Understanding the different types of Roman pottery reveals much about the technological
advancements, economic practices, and cultural exchanges within the Roman Empire. From the
elegant and standardized terra sigillata to the utilitarian amphorae and regional variants, Roman
ceramics encompass a vast spectrum that served functional needs and expressed artistic tastes.
These artifacts continue to be invaluable sources for archaeologists and historians seeking to
reconstruct daily life, trade routes, and social hierarchies of ancient Rome.

By studying Roman pottery, we gain insights into the empire’s vast reach, technological ingenuity,
and the interconnectedness of its diverse regions. Whether used for practical purposes or decorative
display, Roman ceramics remain enduring symbols of one of history’s most influential civilizations.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions



What are the main types of Roman pottery used for everyday
purposes?
The main types include terra sigillata (fine glazed ware), coarse ware (amphorae, storage jars), and
kitchen ware like bowls and plates, each serving different domestic functions.

How was Roman Samian ware distinguished from other
pottery types?
Roman Samian ware is a type of fine, glossy, red glazed pottery produced in Gaul, known for its high
quality and often decorated with stamped or engraved designs, making it highly collectible.

What is Roman amphora, and what was its primary use?
Roman amphorae are tall, two-handled storage jars used mainly for transporting and storing liquids
like wine, olive oil, and other commodities across the empire.

How does Roman tile pottery differ from other types?
Roman tile pottery includes ceramic tiles used in building construction, characterized by their
durability and often decorated with relief patterns or glazed surfaces for aesthetic and functional
purposes.

What is the significance of Roman bucchero ware?
Roman bucchero ware is a type of dark, thin, and polished ceramic that was originally Etruscan in
origin, used for both domestic and ceremonial purposes, and valued for its fine craftsmanship.

Are there specific types of Roman pottery associated with
particular regions?
Yes, for example, Crambeck ware from Britain and Gaulish Samian ware from Gaul are regional
variants that reflect local production techniques and styles within the Roman Empire.

How did Roman pottery manufacturing techniques evolve over
time?
Roman pottery manufacturing evolved from simple hand-made vessels to sophisticated wheel-
throwing techniques with advanced glazing and decoration, reflecting technological and artistic
developments.

What role did pottery play in Roman trade and economy?
Pottery was crucial for trade, serving as containers for goods, and its production and distribution
contributed significantly to the Roman economy, with specialized kilns and workshops across the
empire.



How can archaeologists identify different types of Roman
pottery during excavations?
Archaeologists identify Roman pottery by analyzing factors such as shape, decoration, fabric,
manufacturing marks, and context, often referencing typologies and comparative collections.

Additional Resources
Types of Roman Pottery: An In-Depth Exploration of Ancient Ceramic Traditions

Roman pottery, a cornerstone of daily life and commerce in the ancient Roman Empire, offers a
revealing glimpse into the social, economic, and technological aspects of Roman civilization. From
utilitarian containers to elaborate decorative pieces, the variety of Roman ceramics reflects a
sophisticated mastery of ceramic arts that evolved across centuries. Understanding the different
types of Roman pottery not only enriches our knowledge of ancient material culture but also
enhances archaeological interpretations of Roman society, trade networks, and technological
innovations.

In this comprehensive review, we delve into the most significant types of Roman pottery, exploring
their origins, functions, manufacturing techniques, stylistic features, and historical contexts. By
categorizing these vessels and analyzing their roles within Roman life, we aim to provide a detailed
and nuanced understanding of the diversity and complexity of Roman ceramic production.

---

Overview of Roman Pottery: Significance and
Characteristics

Roman pottery encompasses a broad spectrum of ceramic vessels produced from the Republic period
through the late Empire. The materials, firing techniques, forms, and decorative styles evolved over
time, reflecting technological advances, regional influences, and changing social needs. Common
features across Roman ceramics include standardized shapes, functional designs, and sometimes
intricate decoration, indicative of both mass production and artisanal craftsmanship.

Roman pottery can generally be divided into two broad categories:

- Fineware (Decorative and Premium Pottery): Often characterized by elaborate decoration, fine clay
bodies, and glazed surfaces. Used chiefly by wealthier classes and for special occasions.
- Coarseware (Utilitarian Pottery): Durable, functional vessels intended for everyday use, including
storage, cooking, and serving.

The following sections examine the most prominent types within these categories, shedding light on
their specific roles and cultural significance.

---



Major Types of Roman Pottery

1. Terra Sigillata (Samian Ware)

Origins and Development:
Terra sigillata, also known as Samian ware, is perhaps the most celebrated Roman fineware.
Originating in the Gaul region during the late Republic (~1st century BCE), it reached its zenith in the
1st and 2nd centuries CE, becoming widespread across the empire.

Manufacturing Techniques:
Made from a fine, reddish slip clay, terra sigillata was wheel-thrown and then coated with a glossy,
smooth slip before firing. The slip's high iron content gave it the characteristic reddish color.
Decorative stamps, often bearing manufacturer's marks, were pressed into the surface, serving as
trademarks.

Forms and Uses:
Common forms include bowls, plates, cups, and small storage jars. Its durable and attractive finish
made it ideal for serving food and display. The uniformity and mass production suggest a significant
commercial enterprise.

Cultural Significance:
Samian ware reflects the Roman emphasis on standardization and quality in domestic ware. Its
widespread distribution indicates extensive trade networks, and its stylistic variations help
archaeologists date and regionalize excavated sites.

---

2. Terra Nigra (Black Ware)

Description and Characteristics:
Terra nigra, or black ware, features vessels with a dark, often matte or polished surface, typically
made from a coarse, black clay. It was produced across various regions and served utilitarian
purposes.

Functions and Forms:
Commonly used for cooking pots, storage jars, and water vessels, terra nigra was valued for its
durability and resistance to heat. Its unglazed surface made it suitable for cooking over open flames.

Manufacturing Techniques:
Produced through open firing in reduced oxygen atmospheres, which resulted in the black coloration.
The vessels were often handmade or wheel-thrown.

Regional Variations:
Different regions exhibited distinct styles, with some incorporating decorative elements like incised
patterns or molded reliefs, reflecting local ceramic traditions.



---

3. Amphorae

Role in Trade and Storage:
Amphorae are tall, narrow vessels with two handles and a pointed base, designed primarily for
storage and transportation of bulk goods like wine, olive oil, grains, and fish sauces.

Materials and Construction:
Made from coarse clay, often with added temper, amphorae were wheel-thrown and sometimes
coated internally to prevent leakage.

Typology and Chronology:
Various types of amphorae, such as Dressel, Gauloise, and Capo d’Istria, can be distinguished based
on their shape, size, and decorative features. Their typologies are crucial for dating archaeological
contexts and understanding trade routes.

Distribution:
Amphorae were mass-produced for commercial purposes and often stamped or labeled with origin
and contents, facilitating trade across the Mediterranean and beyond.

---

4. Dolia

Function and Form:
Dolia are large storage vessels, often made of coarse clay, used for storing liquids like wine and olive
oil, or dry goods such as grains.

Size and Construction:
Typically massive, with wide mouths and thick walls, dolia were either built into the ground or placed
on platforms. They were sometimes sealed with a lid or cover.

Use in Roman Economy:
Dolia played a crucial role in the Roman economy, especially in villa estates and urban warehouses,
supporting large-scale food storage and distribution.

---

5. Terra Sigillata (Other Regional Variants)

While Samian ware is the most renowned, other regional terra sigillata variants emerged, such as:

- Western Sigillata: Produced in Italy and Spain, often with different decorative motifs.
- Eastern Sigillata: Manufactured in regions like Cilicia and Syria, characterized by unique forms and



surface treatments.

These regional variants demonstrate the widespread influence of Roman ceramic technology and
regional adaptations.

---

6. Cooking Pottery (Kitchens and Hearthwares)

Types and Functions:
Roman kitchens relied heavily on various cooking vessels, including:

- Casseroles and Braziers: For roasting and boiling.
- Kettles and Skillets: For preparing stews and sauces.
- Ladle and Utensil Holders: For serving and handling hot food.

Materials and Techniques:
Typically made from plain, coarse clay with high heat resistance. Some were glazed or burnished for
easier cleaning and durability.

Design Features:
Low, wide-mouthed forms facilitated cooking over open fires, with handles for easy handling.

---

7. Decorative and Specialty Pottery

Murrina (Mosaic Glassware) and Other Decorative Vessels:
While not ceramics, Roman glassware and some ceramic vessels featured intricate decoration,
including painted motifs, reliefs, and inlay work. These served both functional and ornamental
purposes.

Luxury Pottery:
Vessels such as candelabra, perfume bottles, and ritual vessels often displayed elaborate decoration,
reflecting their use in religious or ceremonial contexts.

---

Technological and Cultural Implications of Roman
Pottery

The diversity in Roman pottery types underscores technological advancements, such as the invention
of the potter's wheel, glazing techniques, and standardized forms. The widespread distribution of
certain types like Samian ware indicates a highly organized commercial industry and extensive supply



chains.

Regional variations reflect local resources, artistic influences, and functional needs. For example, the
black ware of North Africa or the specialized amphorae of Spain exemplify regional adaptations within
the empire’s vast network.

Furthermore, pottery typologies serve as valuable chronological markers, enabling archaeologists to
date sites and understand trade dynamics. The presence of imported wares indicates connections
between Rome and distant provinces, highlighting the empire’s economic integration.

---

Conclusion: The Legacy of Roman Pottery

Roman pottery, with its rich variety of forms, techniques, and decorative styles, encapsulates the
ingenuity and adaptability of Roman artisans. From the mass-produced Samian ware to specialized
amphorae and durable cooking vessels, each type reflects specific social, economic, and technological
facets of Roman life.

Studying these ceramic types offers insights into Roman domestic habits, trade networks,
technological innovations, and regional identities. As archaeological research continues to uncover
new finds and refine typologies, our understanding of Roman pottery’s role within the empire’s vast
cultural landscape will only deepen, cementing its importance as a key archaeological and historical
resource.

---

In summary, the landscape of Roman pottery is a testament to the empire's complexity,
sophistication, and interconnectedness. Whether serving as everyday utilitarian objects or luxurious
display pieces, these vessels remain enduring symbols of Roman craftsmanship and societal
organization.

Types Of Roman Pottery

  types of roman pottery: The Romans Kevin Murray McGeough, 2004-11-23 So many myths and
legends. So many senators and Caesars. So many documents, archaeological finds, movie-made
misconceptions, and scholarly histories. With so much information available on the civilization of
ancient Rome, and more discoveries happening all the time, where do you start? The Romans: New
Perspectives is the ideal starting point for investigating this extraordinary civilization—its
remarkable rise and decline, the scope of its power and wealth, the details of everyday life for its
people, and its signature contributions to human culture (food, architecture, government, public
works, art, and more). The Romans takes readers from the establishment of the monarchy (circa 753
BCE) through the rise of the republic (circa 509 BCE), the imperial period, and ultimately to the fall
of the empire and the coronation of the barbarian king Odoacer. It is an engaging account of current
thinking on Roman life and culture informed by a number of dramatic recent discoveries. The book
provides a coherent introduction to the field, while pointing the way toward further reading on
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specific topics and personalities.
  types of roman pottery: The Romans Kevin M McGeough, 2009-03-26 Kevin McGeogh
approaches the centuries-long story of Rome thematically, exploring its geography, history,
economics, social structures, material culture, and intellectual achievements. The book not only
addresses such topics as historical personalities, forms of government, and religion, but also
coinage, administrative organization, festivities, the art of leisure, death and burial rituals, and much
more. Each chapter provides an up-to-date summary of our knowledge of Roman civilization, making
this book an indeal introduction to this fascinating and complex culture.
  types of roman pottery: The Romans Kevin M McGeough, 2009-03-17 The Romans provides an
accessible introduction to the history, society, and scholarship of one of the most captivating and
enduring civilizations in human history. From the establishment of the monarchy and the Republican
era to the decline of the Empire, this comprehensive volume examines every aspect of Roman
culture from both historical and archaeological perspectives. In addition to surveying the
well-estbalished subjects of Roman history, author Kevin McGeough discusses the latest events in
the archaeological investigation of Rome, such as the recent excavations at the Temple of Castor and
Pollux in the Roman Forum and the controversial identification of an ossuary thought by some to
hold the body of James, the brother of Jesus. The text is accompanied by carefully chosen
illustrations, maps, a glossary, and chronology. Throughout, general readers and students will gain a
vivid understanding of Roman civilization and of why it still captures our imagination today.
  types of roman pottery: The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Archaeology David K.
Pettegrew, William Rodney Caraher, Thomas W. Davis, 2019 This handbook brings together work by
leading scholars of the archaeology of early Christianity in the Mediterranean and surrounding
regions. The 34 essays to this volume ground the history, culture, and society of the first seven
centuries of Christianity in the latest currents of archaeological method, theory, and research.
  types of roman pottery: Aspects of Industry in Roman Yorkshire and the North Pete
Wilson, Jennifer Price, 2003-03-27 At the frontiers of the Roman Empire, military settlements had a
profound influence on local crafting traditions. Legions were not just fighting units - they contained
a large number of craftsmen, and the fortress would have been a centre of manufacturing activity. A
timber legionary fortress, for example, required vast numbers of nails, many of which would have
been made by legionary smiths on site, and an army of thousands would require many more pots,
shoes and tents than could be produced by local domestic potters and leather workers. But can all
developments in local craft and industry be seen as a result of the appearance of the Roman army?
The ten papers in this volume focus on craft production in Roman Yorkshire, and the evidence for
the role of the army in local manufacturing activities. Several papers examine broad questions
surrounding the organisation and scale of production in urban and rural areas. Others consider the
local evidence for individual materials and production processes, including those associated with
pottery, glass, copper alloys, non-ferrous metals, leather, jet, and building stone.
  types of roman pottery: Archaeological Mitigation at Magna Park, Lutterworth, Leicestershire
Stephen Morris, 2024-07-04 MOLA carried out a programme of archaeological investigations at
Magna Park, Lutterworth, Leicestershire (June 2020-March 2021). This work included the recovery
of 30 middle Bronze Age cremations at one location, the second largest cemetery of this period yet
found in the county.
  types of roman pottery: Roman Finds Richard Hingley, Steven Willis, 2007-04-10 Studies on
finds in Roman Britain and the Western Provinces have come to greater prominence in the literature
of recent years. The quality of such work has also improved, and is now theoretically informed, and
based on rich data-sets. Work on finds over the last decade or two has changed our understanding of
the Roman era in profound ways, and yet despite such encouraging advances and such clear worth,
there has to date, been little in the way of a dedicated forum for the presentation and evaluation of
current approaches to the study of material culture. The conference at which these papers were
initially presented has gone some way to redressing this, and these papers bring the very latest
studies on Roman finds to a wider audience. Twenty papers are here presented covering various



themes.
  types of roman pottery: British and Irish Archaeology , 1994
  types of roman pottery: Roman Pottery in the Archaeological Record J. Theodore Peña,
2007-04-30 This book examines how Romans used their pottery and the implications of these
practices on the archaeological record. It is organized around a flow model for the life cycle of
Roman pottery that includes a set of eight distinct practices: manufacture, distribution, prime use,
reuse, maintenance, recycling, discard, reclamation. J. Theodore Peña evaluates how these practices
operated, how they have shaped the archaeological record, and the implications of these processes
on archaeological research through the examination of a wide array of archaeological, textual,
representational and comparative ethnographic evidence. The result is a rich portrayal of the
dynamic that shaped the archaeological record of the ancient Romans that will be of interest to
archaeologists, ceramicists, and students of material culture.
  types of roman pottery: The Legionary Fortress at Wroxeter Graham Webster, 2014-06-30
The Roman legionary fortress at Wroxeter (Viroconium Cornoviorum) was built on a strategic
crossing-point on the River Severn. Though the site of the Roman town had long been know through
the presence of upstanding ruins, the major excavations reported here have shown how the town
plan was dominated by the underlying fortress. This fortress had been established by Legio XIV c.
AD 60 and had then been partially rebuilt c. AD 66 when the legion was replaced by Legio XX. The
fortress was downgraded in the late 70s to become a depot for stores before final abandonment c.
AD 90. The excavations produced extensive evidence for the laying out and construction of the
legionary earth and timber defences and of an area within the fortress to the north of the via
praetorian where mess halls, barrack blocks and a storehouse were found, as well as considerable
quantities of coins, metalwork, pottery and glass.
  types of roman pottery: Archaeological Excavations at Little Paxton Quarry Huntingdonshire,
Cambridgeshire James Fairclough, Rob Atkins, 2024-09-26 Archaeological excavations at Little
Paxton Quarry, Huntingdonshire, Cambridgeshire were undertaken by MOLA 2017-2021 reveal
evidence of Neolithic pits, a middle Bronze Age cremation cemetery, and more. Permanent
occupation took place from the middle Iron Age period, with one settlement continuing into the
middle Roman period.
  types of roman pottery: Local Economies? , 2016-04-26 The Roman economy was operated
significantly above subsistence level, with production being stimulated by both taxation and trade.
Some regions became wealthy on the basis of exporting low-value agricultural products across the
Mediterranean. In contrast, it has usually been assumed that the high costs of land transport kept
inland regions relatively poor. This volume challenges these assumptions by presenting new
research on production and exchange within inland regions. The papers, supported by detailed
bibliographic essays, range from Britain to Jordan. They reveal robust agricultural economies in
many interior regions. Here, some wealth did come from high value products, which could defy
transport costs. However, ceramics also indicate local exchange systems, capable of generating
wealth without being integrated into inter-regional trading networks. The role of the State in
generating production and exchange is visible, but often co-existed with local market systems.
Contributors are Alyssa A. Bandow, Fanny Bessard, Michel Bonifay, Kim Bowes, Stefano Costa,
Jeremy Evans, Elizabeth Fentress, Piroska Hárshegyi, Adam Izdebski, Luke Lavan, Tamara Lewit,
Phil Mills, Katalin Ottományi, Peter Sarris, Emanuele Vaccaro, Agnès Vokaer, Mark Whittow and
Andrea Zerbini.
  types of roman pottery: The Archaeology of the Lower City and Adjacent Suburbs Jenny
Mann, Alan Vince, Jane Young, 2016-04-30 This volume contains reports on excavations undertaken
in the lower walled city at Lincoln, which lies on sloping ground on the northern scarp of the Witham
gap, and its adjacent suburbs between 1972 and 1987, and forms a companion volume to LAS
volumes 2 and 3 which cover other parts of the historic city. The earliest features encountered were
discovered both near to the line of Ermine Street and towards Broadgate. Remains of timber storage
buildings were found, probably associated with the Roman legionary occupation in the later 1st



century AD. The earliest occupation of the hillside after the foundation of the colonia towards the
end of the century consisted mainly of commercial premises, modest residences, and storage
buildings. It seems likely that the boundary of the lower enclosure was designated before it was
fortified in the later 2nd century with the street pattern belonging to the earlier part of the century.
Larger aristocratic residences came to dominate the hillside with public facilities fronting on to the
line of the zigzagging main route. In the 4th century, the fortifications were enlarged and two new
gates inserted. Examples of so-called ‘Dark Earth’ deposits were here dated to the very latest phases
of Roman occupation. Elements of some Roman structures survived to be reused in subsequent
centuries. There are hints of one focus in the Middle Saxon period, in the area of St. Peter’s church,
but occupation of an urban nature did not recommence until the late 9th century with the first
phases of Anglo-Scandinavian occupation recorded here. Sequences of increasingly intensive
occupation from the 10th century were identified, with plentiful evidence for industrial activity,
including pottery, metalworking and other, crafts, as well as parish churches. Markets were
established in the 11th century and stone began to replace timber for residential structures from the
mid-12th century with clear evidence of the quality of some of the houses. With the decline in the
city’s fortunes from the late 13th century, the fringe sites became depopulated and there was much
rebuilding elsewhere, including some fine new houses. There was a further revival in the later
post-medieval period, but much of the earlier fabric, and surviving stretches of Roman city wall,
were swept away in the 19th century.
  types of roman pottery: Journal of Roman Pottery Studies Steven Willis, 2021-07-07 The
Journal of Roman Pottery Studies continues to present a range of important new research in the field
by both established and early career scholars. Volume XVIII has a strong theme on pottery
production with papers on kiln sites, mortaria and late Roman pottery production in East Anglia and
at a small town in Belgium. A major new third century assemblage from civitas Cananefatium in
South Holland is presented. The second part of an important gazetteer of less common samian ware
fabrics and types in northern and western Britain covers fabrics from Central and East Gaul
  types of roman pottery: Language and Classification Allison Burkette, 2018-01-29 This
volume adopts a practice-based approach to examine the different ways in which classification is
communicated and negotiated in different environments within archaeology. The book looks
specifically at the archaeological classification of ceramics as a lens through which to examine the
discursive and social practices inherent in the classification and categorization process, with
perspectives from such areas as corpus linguistics, discourse analysis, linguistic anthropology, and
archaeology forming the foundation of the book’s theoretical framework. The volume then looks at
the process of classification in practice in a variety of settings, including a university course on
ceramics classification, an archaeological field school, an intensive petrography course, and
archaeometry laboratory at a nuclear research reactor, and highlights participant observation and
audiovisual data taken from fieldwork practice completed in these environments. This volume offers
a valuable contribution to the growing literature on language and material culture, making this a key
resource for students and scholars in sociolinguistic, anthropological linguistics, archaeology,
discourse analysis, and anthropology.
  types of roman pottery: An Inventory of the Ancient Monuments in Wales and
Monmouthshire: County of Denbigh Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments in
Wales, 1914
  types of roman pottery: The Hirsel Excavations Rosemary Cramp, 2017-12-02 Excavations
and surveys adjacent to Hirsel House, Coldstream, have revealed a remarkably detailed history of a
proprietory church and its cemetery for a period when the parochial structure in Scotland was in
course of development, and when very little is known about the fate of estate churches after they
were donated to support the newly founded monasteries of the 12th century. The church is set in a
landscape with evidence for settlement from the Neolithic to the establishment of Hirsel House, the
seat of the Earl of Home. Here, in an estate the boundaries of which has changed very little since the
Middle Ages, a small unicellular drystone structure developed into a well-built Romanesque church



with a rare example of its bell founding structure intact. The subsequent history when the church
was burnt, robbed of stone and used for domestic purposes, then finally destroyed and covered over
in the late Middle Ages is graphically illustrated by the wealth of artefacts from the site. There are
traces of other medieval buildings to the north of the site and the cemetery-one of the largest rural
cemeteries in Scotland- provides an interesting range of burial modes, as well as, together with the
environmental evidence from the site, an insight into the community which the church and cemetery
served.
  types of roman pottery: An Inventory of the Ancient Monuments in Wales and Monmouthshire
...: County of Denbigh Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments and
Constructions in Wales and Monmouthshire, 1914
  types of roman pottery: The Archæological Survey of Nubia Egypt, 1910
  types of roman pottery: The Laconia Survey: Archaeological data , 1996 This intensive,
full-coverage survey was conducted by the Universities of Nottingham and Amsterdam in
conjunction with the British School at Athens between 1983 and 1988. It covered a territory of just
over 70 sq km in central Laconia, extending from the east side of the River Evrotas, close to Sparta,
up into the foothills of the Parnon range. The Survey identified over 400 sites, the great majority of
them previously unknown, dating variously to the Neolithic, Bronze Age, Archaic, Classical,
Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine, and Veneto-Turkish periods. The new information makes possible a
re-evaluation of the settlement history and rural economy of Sparta and Laconia. This is presented in
Volume I, in which the ecology and geomorphology of the region set the scene for period by period
analyses of the results and implications of the Survey. Volume II assembles the primary data,
including a pottery series for each period and separate studies of chipped and ground-stone
artefacts, inscriptions, architectural fragments, other finds, and the results of geophysical survey.
The site catalogue is complemented by a new gazetteer of archaeological sites in the rest of Laconia.
Vol I - Methodology and Interpretation. Chapters cover the survey methodology (Cavanagh, Shipley,
Crouwel), soils (Fiselier, van Berghem), historical ecology (Rackham), prehistory (Cavanagh,
Crouwel), the archaic-classical period (Catling), the Hellenistic-Roman (Shipley), the
Byzantine-Ottoman (Armstrong), and modern settlements (Wagstaff).
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