
the science of discworld

The science of discworld is a fascinating intersection of fantasy and
scientific exploration that captures the imagination of millions of readers
worldwide. Created by Sir Terry Pratchett, the Discworld universe presents a
unique setting—a flat, disc-shaped world supported by four enormous elephants
standing on the back of a colossal turtle swimming through space. While
primarily a work of satire and fantasy, Discworld also invites curiosity
about its underlying "scientific" principles, blending humor with speculative
ideas about physics, cosmology, and environmental science. In this article,
we will explore the science of Discworld, examining its planetary physics,
ecology, magic, and more, all through the lens of scientific inquiry and
critical thinking.

---

Understanding the Physical Structure of
Discworld

The Flat Disc Model
The fundamental premise of Discworld is that it is a flat, circular world.
Unlike spherical planets, Discworld's flatness raises interesting questions
about gravity, motion, and planetary science:

- Gravity in Discworld: In our universe, gravity pulls objects toward a
center of mass, shaping spherical planets. In Discworld, gravity is often
depicted as a force pulling downward, toward the surface. Pratchett
humorously explores the implications of such a design, raising questions
like:
- How does gravity work across a flat disc?
- Why don’t people fall off the edges?
- How does weather circulate on such a planet?

- Edge of the Disc: The edge of Discworld is often depicted as a sheer cliff
or abyss, with the ocean spilling over the edge. Scientifically, this would
likely be unstable, but within the universe, it is maintained by magical or
divine forces, which can be viewed as a form of supernatural physics.

The Pillars Holding the Disc
The four elephants standing on the turtle's back serve as the structural
supports of the world:

- Elephants as Structural Supports: In real-world physics, such enormous
elephants would require an extraordinarily strong skeletal structure to
support the disc. While biologically implausible, this concept serves as a
creative metaphor for supporting massive planetary structures.
- Space and Positioning: The elephants are depicted as standing on the shell
of the giant turtle, which itself swims through space. This fantastical
design invites speculation about the mechanics of such a universe:
- How could the elephants stay balanced?
- What forces prevent the disc from sliding off?



The Great A’Tuin: The Cosmic Turtle
The giant turtle, known as A’Tuin, carries the entire disc through space:

- Cosmological Implications: In our universe, celestial bodies are spherical
and orbit stars due to gravity. In Discworld, A’Tuin’s movement through space
is a divine or magical act, emphasizing the universe’s supernatural nature.
- Turtle as a Cosmic Entity: The concept of a turtle supporting the world is
a recurring motif in mythologies around the world, symbolizing stability and
the universe's foundation.

---

Cosmology and the Universe of Discworld

The Nature of Space in Discworld
In Discworld, space is depicted as a vast, possibly infinite expanse, with
the universe being very different from our own:

- Space as a Magical Realm: Unlike our universe, where space is governed by
physical laws, Discworld’s space seems infused with magic, divine
intervention, and fantastical physics.
- Movement of A’Tuin: The turtle’s journey through space is a divine act,
suggesting that the universe’s mechanics are subject to supernatural
influence rather than natural laws.

The Multiverse and Parallel Universes
Discworld hints at the existence of multiple worlds or universes:

- Other Discworld Continents and Dimensions: Within the series, there are
references to different dimensions and alternate worlds, which could be
viewed as multiverses.
- Implications for Science: While purely fictional, this opens interesting
questions about the nature of reality and the possibility of parallel
universes—concepts explored seriously in modern physics through theories like
string theory and multiverse hypotheses.

Stars and Celestial Bodies
The stars in Discworld are often depicted as distant lights, possibly divine
in origin:

- Stars as Magical Constructs: Many stars are described as being created or
maintained by gods or powerful beings, contrasting with the nuclear fusion
processes that produce stars in our universe.
- Lack of Stellar Evolution: Unlike real stars, which undergo lifecycle
stages, Discworld’s stars may be static or divine artifacts.

---



The Ecology and Environment of Discworld

Flora and Fauna
The ecology of Discworld is rich and diverse, with unique creatures and
ecosystems:

- Dragons: Instead of mythical beasts, dragons are real and intelligent, with
societies and cultures of their own.
- Talking Animals: Many animals, such as the intelligent cats or the talking
mice, demonstrate advanced cognition—raising questions about animal
intelligence and communication.
- Magic as an Ecological Force: Magic influences ecosystems profoundly,
creating habitats and species that defy real-world biology.

The Climate and Weather Patterns
Given the disc’s flat shape, weather patterns are a subject of humor and
speculation:

- Atmospheric Circulation: In reality, spherical planets have Coriolis
effects that influence weather. In Discworld, the flat shape complicates
this, leading to whimsical explanations involving divine winds or magical
currents.
- Edge Effects: The edges of the disc often feature dangerous weather or
magical anomalies, which could be compared to real-world phenomena like
tornadoes or auroras.

Environmental Challenges
The series depicts various environmental issues, such as pollution,
deforestation, and resource management, often with satirical insights.

---

Magic and Science: The Interplay in Discworld

The Nature of Magic in Discworld
Magic in Discworld is a fundamental force, operating alongside or even
replacing natural laws:

- Magic as a Scientific Force: In many ways, magic functions like a force of
nature, with its own rules and energy sources.
- Schools of Magic: Institutions like Unseen University explore magical
sciences, akin to scientific research institutions.

The Scientific Principles of Magic
While magic appears supernatural, some characters approach it with scientific



curiosity:

- Magic as Energy Manipulation: Practitioners manipulate magical energy,
similar to how physicists manipulate electromagnetic forces.
- Limitations and Laws: Magic in Discworld obeys certain rules, such as
conservation of magical energy or the importance of intent.

The Impact of Magic on Scientific Understanding
The presence of magic influences technological and
scientific development in Discworld:

- Technological Advancements: Wizards develop
innovative devices powered by magic, blending science
and sorcery.
- Challenges to Scientific Paradigms: Magic often
challenges or expands the boundaries of scientific
knowledge in the universe.

---

The Philosophical and Scientific Significance
of Discworld

Satire and Scientific Inquiry

Pratchett’s work satirizes scientific and
philosophical concepts, encouraging critical
thinking:

- Questioning Reality: The series prompts readers to
question the nature of reality, existence, and the
universe.
- Humor as a Tool for Science: The humorous portrayal
of scientific principles invites curiosity and
skepticism.



Lessons from Discworld for Real-World Science

Many themes in Discworld parallel real scientific
ideas:

- The Importance of Observation and Evidence:
Characters who observe and experiment often uncover
truths about their universe.
- The Role of Imagination and Creativity: Scientific
progress relies on imagination—a trait vividly
displayed in Discworld.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of the Science
of Discworld

While primarily a fantastical universe, Discworld’s
"science" offers a playful yet profound exploration
of fundamental questions about the universe, physics,
ecology, and magic. Its inventive blending of science
and fantasy encourages readers to think critically
about the natural world, the limits of knowledge, and
the power of imagination. Whether viewed as satire,
philosophy, or speculative science, the universe of
Discworld remains a captivating mirror reflecting our
own world’s mysteries and wonders.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the concept behind the 'science' of
Discworld?

The 'science' of Discworld is a humorous and
fictional exploration of how the universe of
Discworld operates, often parodying real-world
scientific principles through the lens of Terry
Pratchett's imaginative world, blending fantasy with
scientific concepts.

How does the Discworld's flat, disc-shaped universe
challenge traditional scientific models?

In Discworld, the universe is a flat disc supported
by four elephants standing on a giant turtle,
challenging traditional cosmological models by
presenting a whimsical, mythic structure that
satirizes and subverts scientific understandings of
the cosmos.

Are there any real-world scientific theories that
inspired Discworld's physics?

While Discworld's physics is largely fantastical and
humorous, it draws inspiration from real scientific
concepts such as gravity, planetary motion, and
quantum mechanics, often exaggerating or parodying
them for comedic effect.



How does magic in Discworld relate to scientific
principles?

Magic in Discworld is portrayed as an underlying
force that interacts with the universe's natural
laws, sometimes functioning like a scientific force
with its own rules, but often intentionally whimsical
or inconsistent, highlighting the contrast between
science and magic.

What role does the concept of 'L-space' play in the
science of Discworld?

'L-space' is a fictional scientific concept in
Discworld representing a form of supernatural space
that connects libraries and knowledge across
dimensions, acting as a parody of the scientific idea
of wormholes or alternate dimensions.

Does Discworld explore ecological and environmental
science themes?

Yes, Discworld often satirizes ecological and
environmental issues, portraying themes like
pollution, conservation, and the balance of nature
through humorous narratives involving characters like
the wizards of Unseen University and the natural
world.

How does the concept of 'the turtle supporting the
world' relate to scientific ideas of planetary
support?

The idea of a giant turtle supporting the world is a
mythic allegory that satirizes early scientific and



philosophical models of the universe, illustrating
how ancient cultures tried to explain celestial
phenomena with imaginative, non-scientific ideas.

Are there any scientific inaccuracies or jokes in
Discworld that serve as satire?

Yes, many elements such as the perpetual motion
machine, talking animals, or magical phenomena serve
as humorous satire of scientific inaccuracies,
highlighting the absurdities and limitations of real-
world scientific understanding.

How do the Discworld novels incorporate scientific
concepts into their storytelling?

Pratchett weaves scientific concepts into the stories
through parody, satire, and imaginative
extrapolation, often using humor to explore themes
like physics, biology, and cosmology while
questioning human understanding of the universe.

Is there any scholarly discussion on the 'science' of
Discworld?

While primarily a work of fiction and satire, some
scholars analyze Discworld's universe as a parody of
scientific models and philosophical ideas, discussing
how Pratchett uses humor to critique and reflect on
scientific thinking and cultural beliefs.

Additional Resources



The science of Discworld is a fascinating exploration
into the imaginative universe crafted by Sir Terry
Pratchett, where the boundaries of reality are bent
to serve a satirical and philosophical narrative.
While Discworld is primarily a fantasy setting, it is
imbued with a remarkable depth of scientific
thought—albeit presented through a humorous,
satirical lens. Pratchett’s universe offers a unique
platform to examine how scientific principles,
logical reasoning, and even scientific humor can
coexist within a fictional world, providing readers
with both entertainment and subtle lessons about the
nature of science itself. This article delves into
the scientific underpinnings, the fictional physics,
biology, and cosmology of Discworld, and how these
elements serve to enrich the narrative and challenge
our understanding of the universe.

---

Understanding the Foundations: The Physics of
Discworld

The Flat Earth Model and Its Implications

At the core of Discworld is its fundamental premise:
a flat, disc-shaped planet balanced on the backs of
four giant elephants, which in turn stand on the
shell of a colossal turtle, Great A’Tuin. This model,
while fantastical, prompts intriguing questions about
physics, gravity, and planetary dynamics within the
universe.

In traditional physics, a flat Earth would encounter
numerous issues—gravity, for instance. In Discworld,



gravity operates differently. The narrative suggests
that objects fall toward the surface of the disc due
to a combination of natural law and the magical
forces that underpin the universe. The concept of
gravity is depicted as a force that pulls objects
toward the center of the disc, which aligns with the
idea that the "down" direction varies depending on
one's location.

Implications:
- Gravity and Centripetal Forces: The book humorously
explores the idea that gravity on Discworld might be
a form of magical or natural law rather than a
classical force. This allows for a universe where the
typical Newtonian physics are replaced or
supplemented by a more flexible set of laws, often
defying real-world expectations.
- Edge of the Disc: The edge of the disc is depicted
as a dangerous place—either falling off into space or
being guarded by the magical “Clacks” (fast messaging
service). The physics of the edge are intentionally
vague but serve as a narrative device for exploring
the limitations of perception and the boundaries of
worlds.

Great A’Tuin: The Cosmic Turtle

Great A’Tuin, the cosmic turtle, is perhaps the most
iconic scientific element of Discworld. It carries
the entire universe on its back, providing a cosmic-
scale analogy that invites questions about the nature
of the universe, cosmic origins, and the
interconnectedness of all things.

Scientific Analogies and Theories:
- The Cosmic Turtle in Mythology: Many cultures have
myths of world turtles or turtles supporting the



world, symbolizing stability and the cyclical nature
of existence.
- Scientific Parallels: While Great A’Tuin is a
mythic creature, it can be seen as an allegory for
the interconnectedness of celestial bodies and the
concept of a universe supported by unseen forces—akin
to gravity or dark energy in modern cosmology.
- Dynamic Motion: The idea that A’Tuin moves through
space introduces questions about the universe’s
motion, expansion, and the nature of space-
time—paradoxically blending science fiction cosmology
with myth.

---

Biology and Ecology on Discworld

The Life Forms and Ecosystems

Discworld features a rich tapestry of flora and
fauna, many of which are inspired by real-world
biology, but often with humorous or fantastical
twists.

Notable Creatures:
- Dragons: Unlike traditional dragons, Discworld
dragons are often depicted as intelligent, social
creatures capable of speech and complex behavior,
reflecting a form of advanced biology intertwined
with magic.
- The Nac Mac Feegle: Tiny, blue, and fiercely loyal,
these fairy-like beings demonstrate a society driven
by instinct, but with a surprising level of
organization and strategy—highlighting the complexity
of social biology.



- Animals and Plants: Many species exhibit traits
that parody real-world biology, such as the giant
octopus-like “octgrid,” which is used to explore
concepts of adaptation and evolution in a humorous
context.

Ecological Concepts:
- Symbiosis and Predation: The interactions among
species often parody ecological relationships,
emphasizing the importance of balance and adaptation.
- Magic as a Biological Force: Magic influences
biology heavily—plants grow faster in enchanted
soils, and animals possess magical traits that affect
their behavior and evolution.

The Evolutionary Narrative

While evolution is not explicitly discussed in the
same way as in real-world science, Pratchett’s
depiction of life on Discworld humorously echoes
evolutionary principles:

- Adaptation: Creatures and plants have evolved
traits suited to their environments—such as the
“Gryphons,” which are a blend of predators and
scavengers, adapted to the mountainous regions.
- Speciation: The diversity of species across
different regions hints at speciation driven by
environmental factors and magical influences.

---

Cosmology and the Nature of the Universe



The Shape and Structure of Space

The universe in Discworld is depicted as a flat,
circular disk, but with significant differences from
the standard cosmological model:

- The Edge of the Universe: The edge is a real,
dangerous boundary—crossing it may lead to falling
into the void of space or being absorbed by the
universe’s magic.
- The Astronomical Model: The stars are depicted as
lanterns hung in the sky or magical projections,
rather than distant suns. This serves as a satirical
nod to the human tendency to impose meaning on
celestial objects.

The Role of Magic in Cosmology

Magic is a fundamental force shaping the universe:

- Creation and Maintenance: The universe’s existence
depends on magical laws, with the universe being a
“thought experiment” of sorts—an idea that magic and
belief sustain reality.
- Chaos and Order: The balance between magical chaos
and scientific order is a recurring theme,
illustrating how belief, magic, and science
intertwine.

The Big Bang and Other Cosmological Events

While not explicitly detailed, Pratchett’s universe
hints at a “big bang” or creation event, but with a
humorous twist:



- The universe was “created” by a god or magical
force, emphasizing the mythic origins rather than a
purely scientific one.
- The universe’s expansion and eventual fate are
often left to humorous speculation, serving as
commentary on the unknowns of cosmology.

---

Science, Satire, and Philosophy in Discworld

The Role of Scientific Humor

Pratchett’s work employs humor as a tool to explore
scientific ideas:

- Mocking Scientific Dogma: Many scientific concepts
are exaggerated or distorted to satirize real-world
debates, such as the nature of knowledge, belief, and
the scientific method.
- Educational Value: Despite its humorous tone,
Discworld introduces readers to concepts like
gravity, evolution, and cosmology in an accessible
and thought-provoking way.

Philosophy and the Scientific Method

Discworld often raises philosophical questions about:

- The nature of reality and perception.
- The role of belief and magic versus empirical
evidence.
- The importance of curiosity and skepticism.



Pratchett demonstrates that science is not just a
collection of facts but a way of
thinking—questioning, testing, and exploring the
universe.

---

Conclusion: The Science of Imagination and
Reality

While Discworld is fundamentally a work of fantasy,
it offers a rich tapestry of scientific ideas woven
into its fabric. The universe’s unique physics,
biology, and cosmology serve not only to entertain
but also to challenge perceptions of reality,
encouraging curiosity and critical thinking.
Pratchett’s blending of satire, myth, and science
creates a universe that is both fantastical and
intellectually stimulating—reminding us that the
pursuit of knowledge is as much about imagination as
it is about empirical evidence. Through Discworld, we
learn that science and storytelling are two sides of
the same coin, each helping us understand the
universe—real or imagined—with wonder, skepticism,
and humor.

The Science Of Discworld

  the science of discworld: The Science of Discworld Terry Pratchett, Ian Stewart, Jack Cohen,
2014-06-03 Not just another science book and not just another Discworld novella, The Science of
Discworld is a creative, mind-bending mash-up of fiction and fact, that offers a wizard’s-eye view of
our world that will forever change how you look at the universe. Can Unseen University’s eccentric
wizards and orangutan Librarian possibly shed any useful light on hard, rational Earthly science? In
the course of an exciting experiment, the wizards of Discworld have accidentally created a new
universe. Within this universe is a planet that they name Roundworld. Roundworld is, of course,
Earth, and the universe is our own. As the wizards watch their creation grow, Terry Pratchett and
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acclaimed science writers Ian Stewart and Jack Cohen use Discworld to examine science from the
outside. Interwoven with the Pratchett’s original story are entertaining, enlightening chapters which
explain key scientific principles such as the Big Bang theory and the evolution of life on earth, as
well as great moments in the history of science.
  the science of discworld: The Science of Discworld II Terry Pratchett, Ian Stewart, Jack
Cohen, 2013-05-06 The Globe weaves together a fast-paced Discworld novelette with cutting-edge
scientific commentary on the evolution and development of the human mind, culture, language, art
and science. The result is an original view of the world we live in.
  the science of discworld: The Science of Discworld Terry Pratchett, Ian Stewart, Jack Sidney
Cohen, 1999 In the 'fantasy' universe of the phenomenally best-selling Discworld series, events in
fact mostly follow the dictates of common sense. Everyone in Discworld knows that the world is flat
and that million-to-one chances crop up nine times out of ten. In our own world, science tells us that
our more 'logical' universe does not obey common sense at all. The appeal of Discworld lies in the
fact that much of it does make sense in a way that particle physics does not. The aim of 'The Science
of Discworld' is to use the comfortable but curious science of Discworld to illuminate the less
comfortable science of our own world. The vehicle for this is the 'Roundworld Project', set up within
Discworld by various wizards at the Unseen University, who set out to construct a carefully tailored
magical exclusion zone, inside which magic is reduced to nill and only rigid 'scientific' rules apply.
Roundworld, it turns out' is in fact our own universe. With us inside it. Terry Pratchett presents here
a brilliant new Discworld story, and Ian Stewart and Jack Cohen weave around it a hugely
entertaining discussion of scientific issues in our own universe.
  the science of discworld: The Globe Terry Pratchett, Ian Stewart, Jack Cohen, 2015-01-20
Roundworld, aka Earth, is under siege. Are three wizards and an orangutan Librarian enough to
thwart the Elvish threat? When the wizards of Unseen University first created Roundworld, they
were so concerned with discovering the rules of this new universe that they overlooked its
inhabitants entirely. Now, they have noticed humanity. And humanity has company. Arriving in
Roundworld, the wizards find the situation is even worse than they’d expected. Under the elves’
influence, humans are superstitious, fearful, and fruitlessly trying to work magic in a world ruled by
logic. Ridcully, Rincewind, Ponder Stibbons, and the orangutan Librarian must travel through time
to get humanity back on track and out of the dark ages. The Globe goes beyond science to explore
the development of the human mind. Terry Pratchett and his acclaimed co-authors Ian Stewart and
Jack Cohen combine the tale of the wizards rewriting human history with discussions of the origins
and evolution of culture, language, art, and science, offering a fascinating and brilliantly original
view of the world we live in.
  the science of discworld: The Science of Discworld IV Terry Pratchett, Ian Stewart, Jack
Cohen, 2014-03-03 Marjorie Daw is a librarian, and takes her job - and indeed the truth of words -
very seriously. She doesn't know it, but her world and ours - Roundworld - is in big trouble. On
Discworld, a colossal row is brewing. The Wizards of Unseen University feel responsible for
Roundworld (as one would for a pet gerbil).
  the science of discworld: The Science of Discworld Terry Pratchett, 2000
  the science of discworld: The Science Of Discworld Revised Edition Ian Stewart, Jack
Cohen, Terry Pratchett, 2011-10-31 When a wizardly experiment goes adrift, the wizards of Unseen
University find themselves with a pocket universe on their hands: Roundworld, where neither magic
nor common sense seems to stand a chance against logic. The Universe, of course, is our own. And
Roundworld is Earth. As the wizards watch their accidental creation grow, we follow the story of our
universe from the primal singularity of the Big Bang to the Internet and beyond. Through this
original Terry Pratchett story (with intervening chapters from Cohen and Stewart) we discover how
puny and insignificant individual lives are against a cosmic backdrop of creation and disaster. Yet,
paradoxically, we see how the richness of a universe based on rules, has led to a complex world and
at least one species that tried to get a grip of what was going on.



  the science of discworld: Darwin's Watch Terry Pratchett, Ian Stewart, Jack Cohen,
2015-06-09 When Charles Darwin writes the wrong book and reverses the progress of science,
Unseen University’s wizards must once again save Roundworld (Earth, that is) from an apocalyptic
end. Ever since a wizardly experiment inadvertently brought about the creation of Roundworld, the
wizard scholars of Unseen University have done their best to put things on the right course. In
Darwin's Watch they may face their greatest challenge yet: A man called Darwin has written a
bestselling book called The Theology of the Species, and his theory of scientific design has been
witlessly embraced by Victorian society. As a result, scientific progress has slowed to a crawl, and
the wizards must find a way to change history back to the way it should have been. DARWIN'S
WATCH EXPLORES THE REVERBERATIONS of major scientific advances on our planet and our
culture, the dangers of obscurantism, and the theory of evolution as you have never seen it before.
This brilliant addition to Pratchett's beloved Discworld series illustrates with great wit and wisdom
how the laws of our universe truly are stranger than fiction.
  the science of discworld: “The” Science of Discworld Terry Pratchett, Ian Stewart, Jack Cohen,
2002
  the science of discworld: Science of Discworld III: Darwin's Watch Ian Stewart, Jack
Cohen, Terry Pratchett, 2011-06-30 Roundworld is in trouble again, and this time it looks fatal.
Having created it in the first place, the wizards of Unseen Univeristy feel vaguely responsible for its
safety. They know the creatures who lived there escaped the impending Big Freeze by inventing the
space elevator - they even intervened to rid the planet of a plague of elves, who attempted to divert
humanity onto a different time track. But now it's all gone wrong - Victorian England has stagnated
and the pace of progress would embarrass a limping snail. Unless something drastic is done, there
won't be time for anyone to invent spaceflight and the human race will be turned into ice-pops. Why,
though, did history come adrift? Was it Sir Arthur Nightingale's dismal book about natural selection?
Or was it the devastating response by an obscure country vicar called Charles Darwin, whose
bestselling Theology of Species made it impossible to refute the divine design of living creatures?
Either way, it's no easy task to change history, as the wizards discover to their cost. Can the God of
Evolution come to humanity's aid and ensure Darwin writes a very different book? And who stopped
him writing it in the first place?
  the science of discworld: The Science of Discworld , 2002
  the science of discworld: The Science of Discworld Terry Pratchett, 2002
  the science of discworld: Judgment Day Terry Pratchett, Ian Stewart, Jack Cohen,
2015-12-22 The wizards of Unseen University are again called upon to defend their creation,
Roundworld, this time in a courtroom—where its very existence hangs in the balance. The Omnians
fervently believe that the world is round, not flat, and view the discovery of Roundworld as a
vindication of their faith. To leave this artifact in the hands of the wizards would be unacceptable.
Not only do the academics hold that Discworld is flat, but by creating the Roundworld universe, they
have elevated themselves to the level of gods. Ankh-Morpork’s venerable tyrant Lord Vetinari agrees
to a tribunal, where the wizards Ridcully, Rincewind, and Ponder Stibbons can present their
case—with key assistance from a Roundworld librarian named Marjorie Daw. JUDGMENT DAY
weaves together explorations of such Earthly topics as big science, creation, subatomic particles, the
existence of dark matter, and the psychology of belief--a treat for Discworld fans and readers of
popular science alike.
  the science of discworld: The Science of Discworld Terry Pratchett, 2002
  the science of discworld: The Science of Discworld Terry Pratchett, 2004
  the science of discworld: The Science of Discworld , 1999
  the science of discworld: The Science of Discworld Terry Pratchett, Ian Stewart, Jack Sidney
Cohen, 2003 'The Globe' weaves together a fast-paced Discworld novelette with cutting-edge
scientific commentary on the evolution and development of the human mind, culture, language, art
and science. The result is an original view of the world we live in.



  the science of discworld: Judgment Day Terry Pratchett, 2016-01-26 The wizards of Unseen
University are again called upon to defend their creation, Roundworld, this time in a
courtroom—where its very existence hangs in the balance. The Omnians fervently believe that the
world is round, not flat, and view the discovery of Roundworld as a vindication of their faith. To
leave this artifact in the hands of the wizards would be unacceptable. Not only do the academics
hold that Discworld is flat, but by creating the Roundworld universe, they have elevated themselves
to the level of gods. Ankh-Morpork’s venerable tyrant Lord Vetinari agrees to a tribunal, where the
wizards Ridcully, Rincewind, and Ponder Stibbons can present their case—with key assistance from
a Roundworld librarian named Marjorie Daw. JUDGMENT DAY weaves together explorations of such
Earthly topics as big science, creation, subatomic particles, the existence of dark matter, and the
psychology of belief--a treat for Discworld fans and readers of popular science alike.
  the science of discworld: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Thirty-Third Annual
Collection Gardner Dozois, 2016-07-05 Presents some of the best science fiction short stories
written in 2015.
  the science of discworld: Help Your Talented Child Barry Teare, 2007-06-09 Able and Talented
specialist Barry Teare brings parents and carers right up-to-date with new developments on the
thinking and provision for gifted children. He advises how to provide able children with the very best
opportunities by working in partnership with schools and specialist organizations. The book includes
masses of imaginative activities to challenge and stimulate able and talented children.
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