
the four loves book

The Four Loves Book: An In-Depth Exploration of C.S. Lewis’s Classic Work

C.S. Lewis’s The Four Loves is a timeless philosophical and theological
treatise that examines the nature of love in its various forms. Drawing from
Christian tradition, classical philosophy, and personal reflection, Lewis
explores how love manifests in human relationships and spiritual life. This
comprehensive guide delves into the core themes of the book, its structure,
key ideas, and its relevance today, helping readers appreciate why The Four
Loves remains a significant work in understanding the human experience.

---

Overview of The Four Loves

The Four Loves was first published in 1960 and quickly gained recognition as
a profound exploration of love’s complexity. Lewis, renowned for his writings
on Christianity, fiction (such as The Chronicles of Narnia), and philosophy,
approached love not as a singular emotion but as a multifaceted phenomenon.

The book categorizes love into four distinct types, each with its own
characteristics, strengths, and pitfalls:

1. Storge – Affection, familial love
2. Philia – Friendship love
3. Eros – Romantic or passionate love
4. Agape – Unconditional, divine love

Throughout the book, Lewis reflects on how these loves shape human existence,
influence relationships, and connect us to the divine.

---

Structure and Key Themes of The Four Loves

C.S. Lewis structures The Four Loves into four main sections, each dedicated
to one type of love. Within each section, he explores its nature, strengths,
potential dangers, and spiritual significance.

1. Storge: The Love of Familiarity and Family

Definition and Characteristics

Storge is the natural affection that develops within families—between parents
and children, siblings, and extended relatives. It is characterized by:

- Comfort and familiarity
- Deep-rooted connection
- Mutual dependence and shared history

Key Insights



- Storge provides a sense of security and stability.
- It often manifests as routine and routine love, rooted in the everyday.

Potential Pitfalls

- Complacency leading to indifference
- Overfamiliarity breeding contempt or neglect

Lewis emphasizes that while storge is vital for human development, it must be
balanced with other forms of love to avoid insularity.

---

2. Philia: The Love of Friendship

Definition and Characteristics

Philia refers to the affectionate bond between friends. It involves:

- Mutual respect and shared interests
- Loyalty and camaraderie
- Intellectual companionship

Key Insights

- Philia enriches life with companionship and shared purpose.
- It often involves voluntary bonds and equality.

Challenges

- Can become superficial if based solely on convenience
- Risk of exclusivity or cliquishness

Lewis highlights that genuine friendship requires effort, vulnerability, and
a shared pursuit of truth or virtue.

---

3. Eros: Romantic and Passionate Love

Definition and Characteristics

Eros is the passionate love often associated with romantic attraction,
desire, and longing. It is characterized by:

- Intensity and longing
- Attraction and physical desire
- The pursuit of union with another person

Key Insights

- Eros can be a powerful force for good or destructive if misdirected.
- It often involves idealization and longing for completeness.

Challenges

- Eros can lead to obsession or possessiveness
- Risks of infatuation and superficiality



Lewis suggests that eros must be disciplined by reason and grounded in a
higher love to be truly fulfilling.

---

4. Agape: Divine and Selfless Love

Definition and Characteristics

Agape is unconditional, sacrificial love rooted in divine grace. It is
characterized by:

- Selflessness
- Unconditional giving
- Compassion and mercy

Key Insights

- Agape is the highest form of love, reflecting God's love for humanity.
- It is the love that underpins Christian ethics and morality.

Significance

- Lewis argues that human love can aspire to agape through divine grace.
- It is the love that sustains and transforms human relationships.

The ultimate goal, according to Lewis, is to cultivate agape within
ourselves, aligning our love with divine love.

---

The Interplay Between the Four Loves

While each type of love has distinct features, Lewis stresses that they are
interconnected. A balanced life involves integrating these loves:

- Family (storge) provides roots and security.
- Friendship (philia) offers companionship and shared values.
- Romantic love (eros) adds passion and intimacy.
- Divine love (agape) elevates all relationships toward spiritual
fulfillment.

The Balance and Tensions

- Overemphasis on one love can distort others (e.g., eros becoming
possessive).
- Genuine love involves humility, patience, and self-awareness.
- The highest love (agape) informs and sanctifies the other loves.

Lewis warns that love, if unchecked, can become selfish or destructive, but
when guided by divine grace, it becomes a source of joy and moral growth.

---



Relevance of The Four Loves Today

In a modern context, The Four Loves remains remarkably relevant, offering
insights into human relationships amidst contemporary challenges.

Practical Applications

- Building Stronger Relationships: Recognizing the different types of love
can help individuals nurture their connections more intentionally.
- Understanding Love’s Pitfalls: Awareness of the potential dangers allows us
to avoid common pitfalls such as envy, possessiveness, or complacency.
- Spiritual Growth: Lewis’s emphasis on agape encourages readers to aspire to
unconditional love, fostering compassion and charity.

Cultural and Social Reflection

- The book encourages reflection on how cultural shifts affect love and
relationships.
- It advocates for love rooted in virtue, patience, and sacrifice, countering
superficial or transactional attitudes.

Contemporary Challenges

- Navigating social media relationships and digital intimacy.
- Addressing loneliness and alienation.
- Cultivating authentic love in a consumerist society.

Lewis’s message reminds us that love is not merely an emotion but a moral and
spiritual practice, vital for personal fulfillment and societal harmony.

---

Legacy and Impact of The Four Loves

C.S. Lewis’s The Four Loves has profoundly influenced both theological
thought and popular understanding of love. Its enduring appeal lies in its:

- Philosophical depth
- Accessibility and clarity
- Integration of biblical principles with classical philosophy

Influence on Literature and Theology

- Inspired countless writers, theologians, and thinkers.
- Used in academic settings to explore human relationships.

Personal Reflection

Many readers find Lewis’s insights resonate deeply with their own
experiences, prompting reflection on how love shapes their lives.

---



Conclusion

The Four Loves by C.S. Lewis remains a crucial text for anyone seeking to
understand the multifaceted nature of love. By dissecting the four distinct
types—storge, philia, eros, and agape—Lewis provides a comprehensive
framework that helps us navigate our personal relationships and spiritual
aspirations. The book encourages us to recognize love’s complexity, strive
for balance, and pursue divine love as the highest calling. Whether you are
interested in philosophy, theology, or simply seeking to deepen your
understanding of human connection, The Four Loves offers timeless wisdom that
continues to inspire and challenge readers worldwide.

---

Meta Description: Discover an in-depth exploration of C.S. Lewis's The Four
Loves, understanding the four types of love—storge, philia, eros, and
agape—and their relevance in modern life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Four Loves' by C.S.
Lewis?

The central theme of 'The Four Loves' is an exploration of the different
types of love—affection, friendship, eros, and charity—and how they relate to
human experience and divine love.

How does C.S. Lewis differentiate between the four
types of love in his book?

Lewis describes each love as a distinct form: affection as familial love,
friendship as companionship, eros as romantic love, and charity as
unconditional divine love, highlighting their unique qualities and roles.

Why is 'The Four Loves' considered a significant work
in understanding human relationships?

Because it offers a profound analysis of different love types, their virtues,
pitfalls, and spiritual significance, helping readers understand the
complexity and importance of love in life.

What is Lewis's view on the potential pitfalls of
eros (romantic love) in 'The Four Loves'?

Lewis warns that eros can become selfish or possessive if not tempered by
charity, emphasizing the importance of divine love to balance romantic
desires.

Does 'The Four Loves' include references to Christian



theology?

Yes, Lewis integrates Christian theological perspectives, especially in his
discussion of charity (agape) as the highest and most divine form of love.

How has 'The Four Loves' influenced contemporary
discussions on love and relationships?

It has provided a philosophical and theological framework for understanding
different love types, influencing both Christian thought and secular
discussions on human connections.

Is 'The Four Loves' accessible to readers unfamiliar
with Christian doctrine?

Yes, Lewis writes in an accessible style that can be appreciated by both
religious and secular readers interested in the nature of love.

What role does 'The Four Loves' play in C.S. Lewis's
overall body of work?

It complements Lewis’s other writings by focusing specifically on love’s
nature and significance, blending philosophy, theology, and personal
reflection.

Are there modern adaptations or discussions based on
'The Four Loves'?

Yes, many contemporary readers and scholars reference Lewis’s insights in
discussions on love, and some adaptations explore its themes in modern
contexts, including academic and popular media.

What is the recommended reading level for 'The Four
Loves'?

While accessible to a wide audience, it is best suited for readers with a
basic understanding of philosophical or theological concepts, though Lewis’s
clear writing makes it approachable for most.

Additional Resources
The Four Loves Book: An In-Depth Examination of C.S. Lewis’s Exploration of
Human Affections

C.S. Lewis’s The Four Loves stands as a seminal work in Christian theology
and philosophical reflection on the nature of love. Since its publication in
1960, the book has intrigued readers, scholars, and theologians alike,
offering a nuanced investigation into the different kinds of love that shape
human experience. This long-form review aims to dissect the core themes of
The Four Loves, analyze its structure and arguments, and evaluate its
enduring significance within both theological and literary contexts.

---



Introduction: The Significance of The Four
Loves

C.S. Lewis, renowned for his works of fiction and Christian apologetics,
ventured into a realm of profound philosophical inquiry with The Four Loves.
Unlike typical treatises on love, Lewis approached the subject through a
biblical and philosophical lens, seeking to categorize and analyze the
various forms of love that humans encounter. The book’s importance lies not
only in its theological insights but also in its accessible language, which
bridges scholarly discourse and everyday reflection.

Published in 1960, The Four Loves remains a pivotal work for understanding
how love operates within the human psyche and spiritual life. Its exploration
of four distinct types of love—storge, philia, eros, and agape—serves as both
a descriptive taxonomy and a moral guide, urging readers toward a deeper,
more authentic engagement with love in all its forms.

---

Overview of the Four Loves: Definitions and
Foundations

Lewis’s framework divides love into four categories, each with its unique
characteristics, strengths, and pitfalls:

1. Storge (Affection)
The natural, almost instinctive love that arises from familiarity and
kinship. It encompasses the love between parents and children, family
members, or even pets. Lewis describes storge as a love that is often
unbidden, rooted in comfort and routine, yet susceptible to complacency or
indifference if not cultivated.

2. Philia (Friendship)
The love of deep friendship, based on shared interests, mutual respect, and
common pursuits. Lewis emphasizes that philia is particularly vital for a
meaningful human life, fostering companionship and loyalty beyond familial
ties. It is characterized by voluntary association and often involves a
conscious effort to maintain.

3. Eros (Romantic Love)
The passionate affection that seeks union and intimacy, often associated with
romantic or sexual love. Lewis treats eros as a powerful, potentially
transformative force, but warns that it can be a double-edged sword—capable
of elevating or destroying when misused.

4. Agape (Unconditional Love)
The highest form of love, rooted in selflessness and divine grace. Lewis
aligns agape with Christian love—an unconditional, sacrificial love modeled
after God's love for humanity. It transcends personal preference and is
characterized by giving without expecting in return.

---



The Interplay and Tensions Among the Loves

One of the most compelling aspects of Lewis’s analysis is his nuanced
exploration of how these loves interact, complement, or conflict with each
other. While each form of love has its virtues, Lewis is keenly aware of
their potential pitfalls:

- Storge and Complacency:
The danger of taking familiarity for granted, leading to indifference or loss
of appreciation for loved ones.

- Philia and Superficiality:
Friendships that lack depth or sincerity, risking becoming superficial or
utilitarian.

- Eros and Idolatry:
Romantic love that becomes obsessive or idolizes the beloved, potentially
leading to dependence or disillusionment.

- Agape and Self-Sacrifice:
The challenge of practicing unconditional love in a world rife with
selfishness and sin.

Lewis emphasizes that authentic love involves a dynamic balance: appreciating
the natural loves while cultivating the divine love that surpasses them all.

---

Deep Dive into Each Love: Philosophical and
Theological Insights

Storge: The Natural Affection

Lewis describes storge as “the love that quietly sustains us,” vital yet
often overlooked. He notes that storge is rooted in our biological and
emotional makeup, forming the foundation of familial bonds. However, Lewis
warns that reliance solely on storge can lead to insularity or complacency,
preventing growth or moral development.

He cites examples from literature and history where natural affection
degenerates into selfishness or entitlement, urging believers to elevate this
love with intentional gratitude and appreciation.

Philia: Friendship as a Moral and Social Good

Philia, for Lewis, is perhaps the most deliberate love—requiring effort,
choice, and mutual respect. It fosters community and shared purpose, vital
for both personal fulfillment and societal stability. Lewis distinguishes
between superficial friendships and genuine philia, which involves a shared
pursuit of virtue and truth.



He emphasizes that true friendship often involves sacrifice and honesty, and
that it can serve as a testing ground for moral character. Lewis also
explores how philia can be corrupted by envy, rivalry, or superficiality,
warning of the importance of sincerity.

Eros: The Passionate and Transformative Love

Eros, the most intense of the loves, is depicted as both beautiful and
perilous. Lewis acknowledges its power to inspire art, poetry, and profound
connection, but also its potential to lead to obsession or idolatry.

He stresses that eros must be rooted in a recognition of the beloved as a
person, not an object of desire, and that it should serve as a pathway toward
higher love—ultimately pointing toward agape. Lewis’s treatment of eros
emphasizes the need for temperance and spiritual discipline to prevent eros
from devolving into mere lust or possessiveness.

Agape: The Divine and Selfless Love

At the heart of The Four Loves is Lewis’s exploration of agape, which he
describes as the love that reflects divine grace. It is characterized by
self-sacrifice, unconditionality, and a desire for the good of the other
regardless of reciprocation.

Lewis argues that agape is the only love capable of transforming human
brokenness into wholeness. It is the love that Jesus exemplifies and that
Christians are called to emulate. Yet, Lewis acknowledges that agape is
difficult to practice consistently, especially in a fallen world.

---

The Moral and Spiritual Implications of Lewis’s
Love Theory

Lewis’s categorization is not merely academic; it carries profound moral and
spiritual implications:

- The Path to Virtue:
By understanding and cultivating each love appropriately, individuals can
grow in moral virtue. For example, nurturing philia and eros can lead to
deeper appreciation and moral responsibility, while practicing agape fosters
humility and charity.

- Love as a Moral Discipline:
Lewis sees love as an active moral pursuit, requiring effort, discipline, and
humility. Love is not just a feeling but an act of will, especially in the
case of agape.

- The Role of Grace:
The divine element—agape—is presented as the ultimate goal, made possible
through divine grace. Humans can aspire to this unconditional love only
through divine aid.



Critical Reception and Contemporary Relevance

Since its publication, The Four Loves has received widespread acclaim for its
clarity, depth, and practicality. Scholars have praised Lewis for his ability
to synthesize biblical teachings with philosophical inquiry, making complex
ideas accessible.

However, some critics argue that Lewis’s categorization, while insightful,
may oversimplify the fluidity of human love. Love often defies strict
boundaries, blending elements of these categories. Nonetheless, the framework
remains influential, providing a valuable lens for examining human
relationships.

In contemporary discourse, the book’s insights resonate amid debates on
authenticity in relationships, the nature of charity, and the importance of
intentional love. Its emphasis on balancing natural loves with divine love
offers a compelling moral blueprint in an age of fleeting connections and
superficial affections.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of The Four
Loves

C.S. Lewis’s The Four Loves endures as a masterful exploration of human
affection, theology, and morality. Its thoughtful taxonomy invites readers to
reflect on their own loves—how they nurture, neglect, or elevate them.
Lewis’s writing encourages a holistic approach to love, recognizing the
importance of natural affections while aspiring toward divine love.

As a work of theological philosophy, The Four Loves challenges us to consider
love not just as an emotion but as a moral and spiritual practice. Its
relevance persists, offering timeless insights into the human condition and
the divine calling to love unconditionally.

For anyone seeking a deeper understanding of love’s multifaceted
nature—whether from a faith perspective or a humanist standpoint—Lewis’s work
remains a vital resource. It reminds us that love, in all its forms, is both
a gift and a moral task—an ongoing journey toward wholeness and divine
communion.

The Four Loves Book

  the four loves book: The Four Loves C. S. Lewis, 2020-06-03 One of the classic theological
and philosophical pieces by author C.S .Lewis on the topic of love and sprituality
  the four loves book: The Four Loves Clive Staples Lewis, 1960
  the four loves book: The Four Loves Clive Staples Lewis, 1991 Analyzes the feelings and
problems involved in different types of human love, including familial affection, friendship, passion,
and charity.
  the four loves book: Love's Sacred Order Erasmo Leiva-Merikakis, 2000-01-01 When seeking

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-030/the-four-loves-book.pdf


to understand Christian love with some precision, we inevitably come to speak about order in loving.
The title of this book, Love's Sacred Order, is intended to address the problem of the need for
clarification in the matter of love, above all the question of the relationship among the different
kinds of love, all of which make their legitimate claim on us. A central concern of these reflections is
the fact that we can do as much harm to ourselves by being too restrictive as by being too
permissive in what we allow to come under the heading of Christian love. The main intent of these
meditations is to explore what the hierarchy might be that God established among all our human
loves, on the one hand, and between these and the gratuitously revealed love of God -- that
uncreated mystery, kept secret for long ages, to which we could not have had access if God himself
had not taken the initiative to manifest it in Christ Jesus.
  the four loves book: Summary of C. S. Lewis' The Four Loves Everest Media,,
2022-07-02T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 We must be careful not to call Need-love mere selfishness. We do violence to
language and our understanding of it if we do not call Need-love love. We must also be cautious
about calling Need-love mere selfishness. #2 The second thing we must consider is man’s spiritual
health, which is exactly proportional to his love for God. Man’s love for God is always largely a
Need-love. And when we face the paradox that man is most like God when he is most unlike God, we
see that they do not necessarily coincide. #3 The fact that God is omnipotent, sovereign, and
creative means that He is also blessed with happiness, strength, freedom, and fertility. These gifts
do not have any necessary connection with our sanctification. #4 The natural loves, when they are in
their best condition, tend to claim a divine authority. When they are what our grandfathers called
pure or noble, their voice sounds as if it were the will of God Himself.
  the four loves book: Agape and the Four Loves with Nietzsche, Father, and Q David L.
Goicoechea, 2013-03-13 Goicoechea explains Nietzsche's thesis that the agapeic love of Jesus is
humankind's highest affirmation, even for sinners like the author's father, Joe Goicoechea, who lived
it out existentially. Already before the Q scholars, Nietzsche saw this love as the essence of the
Sermon on the Mount and based his philosophy upon it. Throughout the Catholic tradition agape
fulfilled the affection of Empedocles, the eros of Plato, the friendship of Aristotle, and the agape of
Plotinus. While, as Anders Nygren shows, modernists protested such syntheses, now postmodernists
once again let agape and the four loves contribute to one another.
  the four loves book: The Four Loves; Affection; Eros; Friendship; Charity C.S. Lewis,
1960
  the four loves book: The Four Loves of Alyssa - The Love Story of Renewal Curtis Bowers,
2016-11-21 Follow Alyssa on her journey of her four loves that she encounters during a period in her
life. The first love is Justin, an immature boyfriend with whom she has a passionate love life. She's
thrilled with their relationship, as is Justin, until he discovers an unforgivable secret about Alyssa.
Come with us and discover why Justin immediately broke off his relationship with Alyssa. Needless
to say, Alyssa is devastated by Justin's actions. Find out if Alyssa's successful of winning back
Justin's heart. Alyssa's second love is Ethan, a manager at a health club. Follow their adventure to
the beach as they share their story of courtship. When they return, Alyssa accepts his advances and
within a year, Alyssa gives birth to her third love, their son, Joshua. Shortly after Joshua's birth,
Ethan passes away. Alyssa is devastated by Ethan's death and attends a grief support meeting.
Experience with Alyssa the process she encounters attending the meetings, and the bearing that it
has on her life. Observe firsthand of how she confronts her grief for Ethan and her all-important
recovery process. Stand with her as she learns how to cope with her new life without Ethan. Alyssa
meets her fourth love, Jason, at a grief support meeting. Discover the three coincidences that are a
surprise to them, drawing them closer every day. Follow Alyssa and Jason as they experience the
challenges of life without their former spouses. Observe their patience and love as they adjust to
their new life together. Follow Justin's life, discovering his true feelings since Alyssa hurt him. As he
continues his womanizing ways, his night stand fills with trophies of his conquests. Find out if his
merry-go-round of feelings and women will ever stop.



  the four loves book: The Cambridge Companion to C. S. Lewis Robert MacSwain, Michael
Ward, 2010-09-09 A comprehensive single-volume study surveying C. S. Lewis's career as an
academic, Christian thinker, and creative writer.
  the four loves book: The Misquotable C.S. Lewis William O'Flaherty, 2018-03-16 C.S. Lewis
wrote many great words, but not everything you see with his name on it is from the famed author of
the Narnia books. Seventy-five quotations are presented that have an association in one way or
another with a host of names, including: Ryan Seacrest, Anthony Hopkins, Max Lucado, Rick
Warren, and Tim Allen! Learn the three most common ways Lewis is misrepresented: 1.Falsely
Attributed Quotes: Expressions that are NOT by him. 2.Paraphrased: Words that are ALMOST what
he said. 3.Out of Context: Material he wrote, but are NOT QUITE what he believed. This book
doesn’t stop there. Also discover what Lewis actually said that is related to the presented misquotes.
Those new to Lewis and the more serious reader of his works will grow in their appreciation of a
writer that is not only quotable, but obviously misquotable!
  the four loves book: A Guide to the C. S. Lewis Tour in Oxford Ronald K. Brind, 2005 Clive
Staples Lewis was a prolific writer in many fields; some of his most notable titles, such as The
Screwtape Letters, Mere Christianity and The Problem of Pain discuss religion and his own
passionate commitment after a period of uncertainty. He is perhaps best known among children for
the books in his Chronicles of Narnia series. Yet, during his time at the Kilns, the Oxford home he
moved to in 1930 and he lived until his death in 1963, the magnitude of his contribution to literature
was scarcely recognised. He and his older brother, Warnie, were simply known as the Professor and
the Major, respectively. My hope is that this guide will enable you to follow in the footsteps of the
many pilgrims who have already completed the C. S. Lewis Tour at your own leisure, to enjoy it, live
it and feel close to such a wonderful man.You can then bask in the memories forever! - Ronald K.
Brind
  the four loves book: The Oxford Handbook of the Philosophy of Love Christopher Grau, Aaron
Smuts, 2024 The Oxford Handbook of the Philosophy of Love offers a wide array of original essays
from leading philosophers on the nature and value of love.
  the four loves book: NRSV, The C. S. Lewis Bible C. S. Lewis, 2021-10-05 Read and Reflect on
Scripture alongside C. S. Lewis C. S. Lewis was one of the intellectual giants of the twentieth
century and arguably one of the most thought-provoking and influential Christian writers of his day.
Countless readers have found insight and inspiration from his uniquely articulate view of God’s
interaction with the world. The NRSV C. S. Lewis Bible provides readings composed of selections
from Lewis’s celebrated spiritual classics, a collection that includes Mere Christianity, The
Screwtape Letters, The Great Divorce, The Problem of Pain, Miracles, A Grief Observed, The Weight
of Glory, and The Abolition of Man, as well as letters, poetry, fiction, and Lewis’s less-familiar works.
Each reading in this NRSV Bible, paired alongside relevant passages in the Bible, offers C. S. Lewis
as a companion to your daily meditation of Scripture. As you engage in your devotional Bible
reading, you will also gain insight from Lewis’s writings and spiritual journey as you invite him into
your spiritual discipline. Set in Zondervan’s exclusive NRSV Comfort Print® typeface, this New
Revised Standard Version Bible offers a smooth reading experience that complements the foremost
Bible translation vetted by Protestant, Catholic, Orthodox, Evangelical, and Jewish scholars.
Renowned for its beautiful balance of scholarship and readability, the NRSV faithfully serves the
church in personal spiritual formation, in the liturgy, and in the academy. Features: The text of the
New Revised Standard Version (Protestant canon), vetted by an ecumenical pool of Christian
academics and renowned for its beautiful balance of scholarship and readability Over 600 selections
from C. S. Lewis's writings, placed next to Scripture for contemplation and devotional reading
Essays on C. S. Lewis’s view of Scripture and journey of faith Indexes to C. S. Lewis’s writings
Double-column format Exclusive Zondervan NRSV Comfort Print typeface
  the four loves book: The Four Loves Clive Staples Lewis (Critique littéraire, Ecrivain), 1960
  the four loves book: The Human Condition Joe M. Kapolyo, 2013-05-14 Human beings are
complex. For all our contemporary knowledge and ability, however wonderful and widely available,



people around the world face a crisis of human identity that calls into question the meaning of
existence and the basis of moral behaviour. Responding to these challenges, Joe Kapolyo recognizes
both the authority of the Bible, which teaches that people are created in the image of God but also
corrupted by rebellion and sin, and the relevance of distinctly African perspectives on what it means
to be human. Although he reads these perspectives critically, they lead him to reaffirm the biblical
vision of redeemed human life in community in Christ. This vision offers a solution to the crisis of
identity experienced by people who have forgotten who they are - and whose they are.
  the four loves book: A Far-off Country Martha C. Sammons, 2000 A Far-Off Country offers a
comprehensive introduction to C.S. Lewis' major works of fantasy fiction: The Chronicles of Narnia,
The Space Trilogy, and Till We Have Faces. Drawing on Lewis' manuscripts as well as unpublished
letters, Sammons provides a detailed background for the novels, including biographical information
on Lewis as it pertains to each work. She thoroughly investigates the characters, symbols, and
themes of the novels, highlighting the Christian doctrines that are embedded in them in addition to
the many Biblical parallels. Sammons also includes numerous references from Lewis' other books,
ultimately relating the ideas presented in his written works to his Christian beliefs. Exhaustive in its
analysis yet accessible to a wide audience, this book will excite those in search of an insightful guide
to Lewis' works.
  the four loves book: Persona and Paradox Suzanne Bray, 2013-01-15 Although certain
aspects of C.S. Lewis’s work have been studied in great detail, others have been comparatively
neglected. This collection of essays looks at Lewis’s life and work, and those of his friends and
associates, from many different angles, but all connected through a common theme of identity.
Questions of identity are essential to the understanding of any writer. The ways authors perceive
themselves and who they are, the communities they belong to by birth or choice, inevitably influence
their work. The way they present other people, real or fictional, are also rooted in their own
conception of identity. In this volume, scholars from several countries examine gender and family
roles; national, regional, racial and professional identities; membership of a particular church;
ideological attachments and personal descriptions, either with regard to Lewis and those who knew
him and influenced him, or in a study of their writings. Authors studied here include J.R.R. Tolkien,
Dorothy L. Sayers, Charles Williams, George MacDonald and T.S. Eliot.
  the four loves book: Journal of Moral Theology, Volume 1, Number 2 David M. McCarthy,
Joshua P. Hochschild, 2014-01-28 Love Volume 1, Number 2, June 2012 Edited by David Matzko
McCarthy and Joshua P. Hochschild Love: A Thomistic Analysis Diane Fritz Cates Movements of
Love: A Thomistic Perspective on Eros and Agape William C. Mattison III Love and Poverty: Dorothy
Day's Twofold Diakonia Margaret R. Pfeil What's Love Got to Do With It? Situating a Theological
Virtue in the Practice of Medicine Brian E. Volck Adoption and the Goods of Birth Holly Taylor
Coolman Natural Law and the Language of Love Charles Pinchas and David Matzko McCarthy
Review Essay: Love and Recent Developments in Moral Theology Bernard V. Brady
  the four loves book: No Greater Love Rebecca McLaughlin, 2023-09-05 Greater love has no
one than this: that he lay down his life for his friends. –John 15:13 Our culture idolizes romance and
the love of parents for their children. But Jesus said there was no greater love than sacrificial
friendship love. What’s more, He issued a command to His disciples that they live into this kind of
love. Christian friendship isn’t just a nice-to-have. It’s vital. But it’s also dangerous. Friends can pull
us up when we’re knocked down, embrace us with their love, and spur us on to follow Jesus better.
But friends can also grind us to the ground, exploit, or invite us into sin. In No Greater Love,
Rebecca McLaughlin walks us through the highs and lows of friendship love—a love that’s been
neglected and malnourished in our modern world. She draws especially on Jesus in the Gospels and
on Paul to show how powerful and precious Christian friendship is and how we can walk through the
hurt, loss, and disillusionment that comes from broken friendship trust. Beginning with the words of
Jesus on the night he was betrayed and abandoned, she points us to His battle-tested love as the
unending source of our best love for one another. Male or female, single or married, joyful or
lamenting, lonely or embraced, we all need friendship love. This book will help us give and receive it



in a way that calls us back to Jesus’s commandment: that we love each other just like He loves us.
  the four loves book: A Layman's Christianity Ken Dickason, 2010-11-17 Sordid romance!
Gripping intrigue! Fast-paced action! None of these really describe a book about theology, and they,
surprisingly enough, do not apply to A Layman's Christianity, either. However, if you are looking for
a well thought out book, replete with scriptural references, written, not by a dreary doctorate of
theology nor by a hip, young pastor of a mega-lo-church, but by an average joe, then look no further.
Written from a young man's perspective, A Layman's Christianity is a book that delves into the belief
that every man has the right to think about who God is and what He wants from our lives and that
phrase, every man, is not restricted to age, gender, or educational background, but rather should be
based on the author's commitment to God and his love for His Bible. A Layman's Christianity is not a
how-to-manual for living a better Christian life, but is rather an outline of several characteristics and
ideas that, taken together, form the author's ideal Christian. Leaving room open for argument and
individual thought, A Layman's Christianity refuses to be taken at face value and insists that the
reader check its assertions with the Bible, thus fulfilling the purpose of the book: that every man and
woman who follows after God has the right and responsibility to think about Him and upon Him.
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