
the five red herrings
The five red herrings are a crucial concept in storytelling, detective fiction, and
problem-solving disciplines. They serve as deliberate misdirections that divert attention
away from the true solution or culprit, creating suspense and complexity in narratives.
Understanding these five red herrings is essential for writers, readers, and anyone
interested in critical thinking, as they highlight how information can be manipulated to
mislead or distract. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore what the five red
herrings are, how they function within stories and investigations, and how to recognize
and analyze them effectively.

---

What Are the Five Red Herrings?

Red herrings are false clues or pieces of information designed to mislead an audience or
investigator. The term originates from the practice of using smoked herrings to train dogs
or to divert hunting dogs during a chase, metaphorically representing a distraction from
the true trail.

The five red herrings typically refer to common types of misdirection used in storytelling
and investigative contexts. They serve as tools to complicate narratives, challenge the
reader or detective, and maintain suspense.

The five red herrings are:

1. Misleading Clues
2. False Alibis
3. Red Herrings in Character Motives
4. Obscured Evidence
5. Distracting Subplots

Understanding each of these helps decode complex plots and enhances analytical skills in
evaluating information.

---

Misleading Clues

Misleading clues are pieces of evidence or hints intentionally planted to point
investigators or readers toward the wrong conclusion.

Characteristics of Misleading Clues

- Seemingly significant or relevant



- Often appear to connect logically with other evidence
- Designed to lure attention away from the real solution

Examples of Misleading Clues

- A suspicious object found at the crime scene that is unrelated to the crime
- An overheard conversation that misdirects suspicion
- An inconsistency in a suspect’s story that appears incriminating but is a red herring

How to Spot Misleading Clues

- Cross-reference evidence with other facts
- Question the relevance of the clue
- Consider alternative explanations for the clue’s significance

---

False Alibis

False alibis are fabricated or mistaken accounts of a suspect’s whereabouts during a
crime.

Types of False Alibis

- Deliberate Fabrication: When a suspect intentionally provides a false alibi
- Mistaken Alibis: When a suspect genuinely believes they were elsewhere, but are
mistaken

Role in Narratives

False alibis serve to muddy the waters, making it harder to establish guilt or innocence.
They often require investigators to look deeper into the suspect’s story or verify alibi
evidence.

Recognizing False Alibis

- Check alibi corroboration (e.g., surveillance footage, witnesses)
- Look for inconsistencies or contradictions
- Consider motives for fabricating an alibi

---

Red Herrings in Character Motives

Another common red herring involves suggesting motives for characters that are either
exaggerated or entirely fabricated.



Why Characters’ Motives Are Used as Red Herrings

- To shift suspicion onto innocent or less obvious suspects
- To create complex character dynamics
- To misdirect focus from the real perpetrator

Examples

- A character with a seemingly strong motive but no actual involvement
- A character with a benign background suddenly portrayed as having a hidden agenda
- An apparent rivalry or grudge that appears to explain the crime but is unrelated

How to Analyze Character Motives

- Examine motives alongside other evidence
- Assess whether motives are plausible or artificially constructed
- Look for motives that are too convenient or simplistic

---

Obscured Evidence

Obscured or hidden evidence is deliberately concealed or damaged to mislead
investigators.

Methods of Obscuring Evidence

- Tampering with physical evidence
- Mislabeling or misplacing items
- Using environmental factors to hide clues (e.g., cleaning a crime scene)

Impact on Investigation

Obscured evidence challenges investigators to look beyond the obvious and encourages
deeper forensic analysis.

Recognizing Obscured Evidence

- Signs of tampering or unusual alterations
- Contradictions between different pieces of evidence
- Suspicious handling of evidence collection

---

Distracting Subplots



Distracting subplots are secondary storylines introduced to divert attention from the main
plot or core mystery.

Role in Stories and Investigations

- To add complexity and depth
- To mislead the audience or investigator into focusing on less relevant issues
- To build suspense and red herrings into the narrative

Examples of Distracting Subplots

- Romantic entanglements unrelated to the crime
- Personal conflicts or dramas that seem connected but are not
- Red herrings involving unrelated crimes or events

Recognizing Distracting Subplots

- Identify the main narrative thread
- Evaluate whether a subplot has direct relevance to the core mystery
- Be cautious of excessive side stories that may serve as red herrings

---

Strategies for Recognizing and Analyzing Red
Herrings

Understanding the five red herrings enhances analytical skills and improves critical
thinking. Here are strategies to identify and analyze them effectively:

1. Maintain a Skeptical Mindset

Always question the significance of clues and evidence. Don’t take information at face
value.

2. Corroborate Evidence

Seek independent verification for suspicious clues, alibis, or motives.

3. Look for Contradictions

Identify inconsistencies within the story or evidence that may indicate red herrings.

4. Consider Motive and Opportunity

Assess whether suspects’ motives and opportunities align logically with the evidence.

5. Keep the Big Picture in Mind



Focus on the overarching narrative and avoid getting sidetracked by elaborate subplots or
minor details.

---

Examples of Red Herrings in Literature and
Media

Many classic and modern stories employ red herrings to keep audiences guessing. Here
are some notable examples:

Sherlock Holmes Stories

- The "Red Herring" in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s stories often involves suspect
misdirection through false clues and motives.

Agatha Christie Novels

- In "And Then There Were None," multiple red herrings mislead characters and readers
about the identity of the murderer.

Modern Crime Dramas

- TV series like "Breaking Bad" and "True Detective" frequently use misdirection with
misleading clues and character motives to build suspense.

---

The Importance of Red Herrings in Storytelling

Red herrings are vital for crafting compelling narratives because they:

- Increase suspense and engagement
- Challenge the audience’s deductive reasoning
- Make the resolution more satisfying when the true solution is revealed

However, responsible use of red herrings involves ensuring they do not frustrate the
audience by being unfair or overly deceptive.

---

Conclusion

The five red herrings—misleading clues, false alibis, red herrings in character motives,



obscured evidence, and distracting subplots—are powerful tools in storytelling and
investigation. They serve to create complexity, maintain suspense, and challenge both
characters and audiences to think critically. Recognizing these red herrings enhances
one’s ability to analyze stories, solve mysteries, and appreciate the craftsmanship behind
compelling narratives.

By understanding their functions and signatures, writers can craft more engaging stories,
while readers and investigators can sharpen their analytical skills. Ultimately, mastering
the art of red herrings is about appreciating how information can be manipulated to serve
a broader narrative purpose, keeping audiences captivated until the final reveal.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Five Red Herrings' about?
'The Five Red Herrings' is a detective novel by Dorothy L. Sayers featuring Lord Peter
Wimsey, where he investigates a murder involving a series of mysterious red herrings and
misdirections.

When was 'The Five Red Herrings' published?
'The Five Red Herrings' was first published in 1931 as a part of the Lord Peter Wimsey
series.

Who are the main characters in 'The Five Red
Herrings'?
The main characters include Lord Peter Wimsey, Detective Inspector Parker, and the
artists and locals involved in the Scottish fishing village setting.

What is the significance of the title 'The Five Red
Herrings'?
The title refers to the numerous misleading clues ('red herrings') presented during the
investigation, which serve to divert attention from the true culprit.

How does 'The Five Red Herrings' exemplify classic
detective fiction tropes?
The novel features a locked-room mystery, red herrings, a thorough investigation, and a
logical deduction process—all hallmark elements of classic detective fiction.

Has 'The Five Red Herrings' been adapted into other



media?
Yes, the novel has been adapted into radio dramas and stage productions, highlighting its
enduring popularity and influence.

What are some common themes explored in 'The Five
Red Herrings'?
Themes include deception, the importance of observation, the nature of truth, and the
challenge of discerning fact from fiction.

Why is 'The Five Red Herrings' considered a standout in
Dorothy L. Sayers' works?
Because of its intricate plot, vivid setting in rural Scotland, and Lord Peter Wimsey's
clever detective work, it showcases Sayers' mastery of the mystery genre.

Additional Resources
The Five Red Herrings: Unmasking the Classic Techniques of Misdirection in Mystery
and Detective Fiction

In the realm of detective stories and mystery narratives, the term red herring has become
synonymous with deliberate misdirection—clues or clues that seem significant but
ultimately lead investigators astray. These literary devices serve a vital function: they
challenge readers’ deductive skills, heighten suspense, and deepen the complexity of the
narrative. But what exactly are the five red herrings that have become staples across
detective fiction? How do authors craft these false clues, and what purposes do they serve
within a story’s architecture? This comprehensive analysis explores the five most common
types of red herrings, their narrative functions, and their impact on storytelling.

---

Understanding the Concept of Red Herrings

Before delving into the specific types, it’s essential to grasp what a red herring entails in
literary and detective contexts. Originating from the practice of using smoked, salted
herrings to train dogs or divert hounds during a chase, the phrase evolved into a metaphor
for anything intended to mislead or distract.

In detective stories, red herrings serve several purposes:
- Obfuscation: They conceal the true culprit or solution.
- Suspense Building: They maintain reader engagement by complicating the plot.
- Character Development: They can reveal characters’ biases or motives based on their
reactions to misleading clues.
- Thematic Depth: They often reinforce themes of deception, perception, and the fallibility



of judgment.

Understanding these functions allows readers and writers alike to appreciate the
craftsmanship behind well-placed misdirection.

---

The Five Red Herrings: An In-Depth Exploration

The five red herrings can be categorized based on their nature and function within
narratives:

1. The Obvious Suspect
2. The Misleading Clue
3. The False Motive
4. The Mysterious Distraction
5. The Red Herring as a Narrative Red Herring

Each serves a unique role in misdirecting the audience and complicating the mystery.
Let’s analyze each in detail.

---

1. The Obvious Suspect

Definition and Function
The most straightforward red herring is the suspect who appears guilty from the outset
due to circumstantial evidence, behavior, or reputation. Their apparent proximity to the
crime makes them a natural suspect, but ultimately they are innocent.

How It Works in Practice
Authors often introduce this suspect early, establishing suspicious traits or motives that
seem compelling but are ultimately superficial. The reader, influenced by these clues,
suspects them until the detective uncovers the truth.

Examples in Literature
- In Agatha Christie’s The Murder of Roger Ackroyd, Dr. Sheppard initially seems a
trustworthy character but is later revealed as the murderer. Conversely, early suspicion is
often cast on other characters who turn out to be red herrings.
- In Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes stories, characters like Colonel Starkey appear
suspicious but are innocent.

Narrative Impact
The obvious suspect red herring plays on our natural tendency to jump to conclusions
based on surface-level clues. It encourages readers to think critically and not take initial
impressions at face value.



Analysis
While effective, over-reliance on this trope can become predictable. Skillful writers
introduce subtle nuances or reveal the suspect’s innocence through misinterpreted
evidence, maintaining suspense.

---

2. The Misleading Clue

Definition and Function
A misleading clue is a piece of evidence or piece of information that seems to point toward
a suspect or solution but is intentionally planted to divert attention. These clues can be
physical evidence, statements, or environmental details.

Construction of Misleading Clues
Authors craft these clues with plausible explanations, making them seem legitimate. They
often align with the narrative’s established facts, thus making them compelling.

Examples in Literature
- In The Hound of the Baskervilles, the footprints and the strange light initially seem to
point toward supernatural causes but are later explained as misdirection related to human
activity.
- In Raymond Chandler’s detective stories, physical clues such as a misplaced object or a
suspicious note are designed to lead the detective—and the reader—down false paths.

Purpose and Effectiveness
Misleading clues serve to complicate the deductive process, forcing both characters and
readers to re-evaluate their assumptions. The key is in planting clues that are convincing
enough to merit suspicion but ultimately irrelevant or falsely connected.

Analysis
The effectiveness hinges on subtlety. Overly obvious clues risk giving away the solution
prematurely, while well-concealed clues maintain tension and surprise.

---

3. The False Motive

Definition and Function
The false motive involves creating a seemingly compelling reason for a character to
commit the crime, which later proves to be a red herring. It often appears as a motive
rooted in greed, revenge, jealousy, or self-preservation.

How False Motives Are Used
Authors introduce characters with apparent reasons to commit the crime, which seem
logical at first. The detective investigates these motives, but they are ultimately unrelated
to the actual cause.



Examples in Literature
- In Agatha Christie’s And Then There Were None, characters appear to have motives
rooted in personal grievances, but the real reason for the murders is different, involving
psychological manipulation.
- In classic noir detective stories, characters often have complex motives that seem to
explain their actions, but the real motivation is hidden beneath layers of deception.

Narrative Significance
False motives serve to mislead the detective and the reader, highlighting the importance
of examining evidence beyond superficial explanations. They also explore human
psychology and the complexity of human motives.

Analysis
A well-crafted false motive adds depth to characters and stories, illustrating that
appearances can be deceiving and that motives are often multifaceted.

---

4. The Mysterious Distraction

Definition and Function
This red herring involves a distraction—an event, character, or detail—that draws
attention away from the real issue. It may be an unrelated sub-plot, a mysterious
character, or an environmental anomaly.

Implementation Strategies
Authors employ distractions to occupy the detective and the reader, often introducing side
plots or unexplained phenomena that seem relevant but are ultimately irrelevant.

Examples in Literature
- In The Maltese Falcon, Sam Spade’s investigation is distracted by various characters and
subplots, such as the love triangle and the mysterious falcon statue, which serve as
distractions.
- In The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, numerous distractions—including family secrets and
social issues—obscure the main plot.

Purpose and Effect
Distractions sustain suspense and make the resolution more satisfying. They also
demonstrate the detective’s skill in discerning what is relevant.

Analysis
Effective distractions are seamlessly woven into the narrative, making them less obvious
and more impactful as red herrings.

---



5. The Red Herring as a Narrative Red Herring

Definition and Function
This is a meta-red herring—an element that points to a false conclusion about the story’s
structure or resolution itself. It may involve misleading the reader about the identity of the
culprit, the method of the crime, or the story’s thematic resolution.

Use in Complex Narratives
Authors may intentionally craft stories that seem to follow a particular pattern or logic,
only to subvert expectations with an unexpected twist. The red herring here works on a
meta-level, challenging assumptions about narrative conventions.

Examples in Literature
- In The Murder of Roger Ackroyd, Christie plays with narrative perspective, misleading
the reader about the true narrator’s reliability.
- In The Crying of Lot 49 by Thomas Pynchon, the entire conspiracy is a red herring,
questioning the nature of truth and perception.

Significance and Impact
This type of red herring emphasizes the importance of critical thinking and skepticism,
encouraging readers to question not just clues but their interpretive frameworks.

Analysis
While complex and often more subtle, this red herring enriches the narrative by adding
layers of meaning and encouraging active engagement.

---

Conclusion: The Art of Red Herrings

The five red herrings—obvious suspects, misleading clues, false motives, mysterious
distractions, and narrative red herrings—are essential tools in the storyteller’s arsenal.
When skillfully employed, they craft intricate puzzles that challenge the deductive abilities
of readers and viewers, heighten suspense, and deepen thematic resonance.

Mastering the art of red herrings requires a delicate balance: clues must be convincing yet
ultimately false, distractions should be seamlessly woven into the plot, and motives
layered with complexity. The best detective stories are those that leave readers guessing
until the very end, rewarding careful observation and critical thinking.

In an age where mysteries are often dissected in real-time through online communities,
understanding the five red herrings offers valuable insight into the craft of storytelling. It
reminds us that beneath every seemingly obvious lead lies the potential for
misdirection—and that the thrill of the mystery lies precisely in unraveling these carefully
crafted illusions.

---
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The Five Red Herrings

  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings Dorothy L. Sayers, 1995-09-14 Lord Peter
Wimsey is trying to find the murderer of a local artists, but he finds that there are six main suspects,
five who are being set up, and one who has created the perfect murder.
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings Dorothy Leigh Sayers, 1958 The body was on
the pointed rocks alongside the stream. The artist might have fallen from the cliff where he was
painting, but there are too many suspicious elements -- particularly the medical evidence that proves
he'd been dead nearly half a day, though eyewitnesses had seen him alive a scant hour earlier. And
then there are the six prime suspects -- all of them artists, all of whom wished him dead. Five are red
herrings, but one has created a masterpiece of murder that baffles everyone, including Lord Peter
Wimsey.
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings Dorothy L. Sayers, 2022-08-16 In The Five Red
Herrings, Dorothy L. Sayers presents an intricate exploration of the art of detection, set against the
picturesque backdrop of rural Scotland. The narrative follows amateur sleuth Lord Peter Wimsey as
he delves into the murder of a local artist, unearthing a labyrinth of lies and alibis. Sayers' literary
style is marked by its sharp wit and keen psychological insight, employing red herrings that
challenge the reader's perception of truth until the very last pages. The novel reflects the Golden
Age of Detective Fiction, characterized by its emphasis on logical reasoning and the human psyche's
complexities, illustrating Sayers' mastery within the genre. Sayers, an academic and scholar in
medieval literature, frequently imbued her detective stories with rich historical detail and
philosophical reflections. Her educational background and her mastery of language enabled her to
create a narrative where not only the mystery unfolds but also critiques societal norms and the role
of women, drawing parallels to her own life experiences as a pioneering female author in a
male-dominated field. Readers seeking a compelling and intellectually stimulating mystery will find
The Five Red Herrings a satisfying journey. Sayers captivates with her unique blend of humor,
intricacy, and social commentary, making this novel a must-read for both mystery enthusiasts and
those interested in the complexities of human nature.
  the five red herrings: Five Red Herrings Dorothy Leigh Sayers, 1982 The elegant, intelligent
amateur sleuth Lord Peter Wimsey is one of detective literature's most popular creations. Ian
Carmichael is the personification of Dorothy L. Sayers' charming investigator in this BBC Radio 4
full-cast dramatization. When Sandy Campbell's body is found at the foot of a cliff near the small
town of Kircdubright, the local constabulary are convinced that the argumentative painter is a victim
of a tragic accident. But when Lord Peter Wimsey turns up, the hunt begins for an ingenious killer.
Faced with six men, all of whom have a motive for murder, the aristocratic amateur sleuth must
deduce which are the five red herrings and which has blood on his hands.
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings Dorothy Leigh Sayers, 2014
  the five red herrings: Five Red Herrings Dorothy L. Sayers, 1972
  the five red herrings: Five red herrings Dorothy Leigh Sayers, Suspicious characters, 1931
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings , 1931
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings Dorothy L. Sayers, Dorothy L, 2018-01-17 This
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tale is set in the Galloway region of Scotland, where, our novelist tells us, one either fishes or paints.
A local painter is found dead under suspicious circumstances. Fortunately, Lord Peter Wimsey is
visiting the area... [Suggest a different description.]
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings Volume 2 Dorothy L. Sayers, 2018-06-12 The Five
Red Herrings Volume 2 By Dorothy L. Sayers During a painting retreat, a killer takes a creative
approach to the ancient art of murder. The majestic landscape of the Scottish coast has attracted
artists and fishermen for centuries. In the idyllic village of Kirkcudbright, every resident and visitor
has two things in common: They either fish or paint (or do both), and they all hate Sandy Campbell.
Though a fair painter, he is a rotten human being, and cannot enter a pub without raising the blood
pressure of everybody there. No one weeps when he dies. Campbell's body is found at the bottom of
a steep hill, and his easel stands at the top, suggesting that he took a tumble while painting. But
something about the death doesn't sit right with gentleman sleuth Lord Peter Wimsey. No one in
Kirkcudbright liked Campbell, and six hated him enough to become suspects. Five are innocent, and
the other is the perpetrator of one of the most ingenious murders Lord Peter has ever encountered.
We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection.
Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been
accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to
this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work, which
deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles
in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a high quality product,
each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a
desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original
work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an
enriching experience.
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings Volume 1 Dorothy L. Sayers, 2018-06-12 The
Five Red Herrings Volume 1 By Dorothy L. Sayers During a painting retreat, a killer takes a creative
approach to the ancient art of murder. The majestic landscape of the Scottish coast has attracted
artists and fishermen for centuries. In the idyllic village of Kirkcudbright, every resident and visitor
has two things in common: They either fish or paint (or do both), and they all hate Sandy Campbell.
Though a fair painter, he is a rotten human being, and cannot enter a pub without raising the blood
pressure of everybody there. No one weeps when he dies. Campbell's body is found at the bottom of
a steep hill, and his easel stands at the top, suggesting that he took a tumble while painting. But
something about the death doesn't sit right with gentleman sleuth Lord Peter Wimsey. No one in
Kirkcudbright liked Campbell, and six hated him enough to become suspects. Five are innocent, and
the other is the perpetrator of one of the most ingenious murders Lord Peter has ever encountered.
We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection.
Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been
accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to
this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work, which
deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles
in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a high quality product,
each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a
desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original
work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an
enriching experience.
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings Dorothy L. Sayers, 2018-03-28 During a
painting retreat, a killer takes a creative approach to the ancient art of murder. The majestic
landscape of the Scottish coast has attracted artists and fishermen for centuries. In the idyllic village
of Kirkcudbright, every resident and visitor has two things in common: They either fish or paint (or
do both), and they all hate Sandy Campbell. Though a fair painter, he is a rotten human being, and
cannot enter a pub without raising the blood pressure of everybody there. No one weeps when he



dies. Campbell's body is found at the bottom of a steep hill, and his easel stands at the top,
suggesting that he took a tumble while painting. But something about the death doesn't sit right
with gentleman sleuth Lord Peter Wimsey. No one in Kirkcudbright liked Campbell, and six hated
him enough to become suspects. Five are innocent, and the other is the perpetrator of one of the
most ingenious murders Lord Peter has ever encountered. We are delighted to publish this classic
book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have
been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim
of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our
view is that this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after
many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned
from the original works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand
curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book
that is as close as possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this
wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings Dorothy L. Sayers, 2017-11-06 During a
painting retreat, a killer takes a creative approach to the ancient art of murder. The majestic
landscape of the Scottish coast has attracted artists and fishermen for centuries. In the idyllic village
of Kirkcudbright, every resident and visitor has two things in common: They either fish or paint (or
do both), and they all hate Sandy Campbell. Though a fair painter, he is a rotten human being, and
cannot enter a pub without raising the blood pressure of everybody there. No one weeps when he
dies. Campbell's body is found at the bottom of a steep hill, and his easel stands at the top,
suggesting that he took a tumble while painting. But something about the death doesn't sit right
with gentleman sleuth Lord Peter Wimsey. No one in Kirkcudbright liked Campbell, and six hated
him enough to become suspects. Five are innocent, and the other is the perpetrator of one of the
most ingenious murders Lord Peter has ever encountered.
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings Dorothy Leigh Sayers, 1933
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings Dorothy L. Sayers, 1977
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings (suspicious Characters) ; Murder Must
Advertise Dorothy Leigh Sayers, 1931
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings Dorothy Leigh Sayers, 1931 Five red herrings
and a death that smelled like murder.
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings Dorothy L. Sayers, 2017-07-20 During a painting
retreat, a killer takes a creative approach to the ancient art of murder. The majestic landscape of the
Scottish coast has attracted artists and fishermen for centuries. In the idyllic village of
Kirkcudbright, every resident and visitor has two things in common: They either fish or paint (or do
both), and they all hate Sandy Campbell. Though a fair painter, he is a rotten human being, and
cannot enter a pub without raising the blood pressure of everybody there. No one weeps when he
dies. Campbell's body is found at the bottom of a steep hill, and his easel stands at the top,
suggesting that he took a tumble while painting. But something about the death doesn't sit right
with gentleman sleuth Lord Peter Wimsey. No one in Kirkcudbright liked Campbell, and six hated
him enough to become suspects. Five are innocent, and the other is the perpetrator of one of the
most ingenious murders Lord Peter has ever encountered. Sayers was a renowned English crime
writer, poet, playwright, essayist, translator, Christian humanist, and a student of classical and
modern languages. She is best known for her mysteries, a series of novels and short stories set
between the First and Second World Wars that feature English aristocrat and amateur sleuth Lord
Peter Wimsey, that remain popular to this day. However, Sayers herself considered her translation
of Dante's Divine Comedy to be her best work. She is also known for her plays, literary criticism and
essays.
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings (suspicious Characters) Dorothy Leigh Sayers,
  the five red herrings: The Five Red Herrings (Suspicious Charecters) Dorothy Leigh
Sayers, 1931
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