
the devil and daniel webster author
The devil and daniel webster author is a phrase that immediately evokes the rich tapestry of
American folklore, literary tradition, and the enduring themes of good versus evil. The work
associated with this phrase is most famously linked to the short story "The Devil and Daniel Webster"
by Stephen Vincent Benét, an American poet and short story writer. This story has cemented itself as
a classic in American literature, exploring profound themes of justice, morality, and the supernatural.
Understanding the author behind this iconic tale offers insight into the cultural and literary context
that shaped it, as well as Benét’s own artistic journey.

Who Is Stephen Vincent Benét?

Early Life and Background

Stephen Vincent Benét was born on July 22, 1898, in Columbia, Pennsylvania. Coming from a family
with literary roots—his father was a poet and his grandfather a novelist—Benét was immersed in a
literary environment from a young age. His upbringing in a family that valued storytelling and the arts
significantly influenced his later work.

Education and Literary Influences

Benét attended Yale University, where he further honed his writing skills. His early exposure to
American history, folklore, and literature played a vital role in shaping his thematic interests,
especially his fascination with American identity and myth.

Literary Career Highlights

Over his career, Benét wrote poetry, short stories, and plays. He was known for his vivid storytelling,
mastery of language, and ability to weave American history and legend into compelling narratives. His
works often delve into moral dilemmas, the human condition, and the mystical elements of folklore.

The Creation of "The Devil and Daniel Webster"

Inspiration Behind the Story

Benét’s story was inspired by American folklore and the longstanding myth of deals with the devil.
The tale was first published in 1937 in the Saturday Evening Post and later included in collections of
American short stories. It reflects a deep engagement with the themes of justice, morality, and the
supernatural, intertwined with American cultural identity.

Summary of the Plot

The narrative centers around a New Hampshire farmer, Jabez Stone, who, in a moment of despair,
makes a Faustian bargain with the devil, known as Mr. Scratch. The devil claims Jabez’s soul and
takes him to hell, but the townspeople, led by the renowned orator Daniel Webster, rally to save
Jabez. Webster agrees to defend Jabez in a celestial courtroom and ultimately outwits the devil,
securing Jabez’s salvation.

Themes and Significance



The story explores themes such as:
- The power of words and rhetoric
- The importance of morality and integrity
- The American spirit of independence and resilience
- The eternal struggle between good and evil

Benét’s portrayal of Daniel Webster as a symbol of American law and morality underscores the
nation's respect for justice and oratory prowess.

Stephen Vincent Benét’s Literary Style and Influence

Narration and Language

Benét’s storytelling is characterized by rich, poetic language and a vivid narrative style. His use of
dialogue, imagery, and historical references enhances the story’s dramatic and moral weight.

Incorporation of American Folklore

Benét masterfully blends American folklore with literary art, creating stories that resonate with
national identity. His depiction of Daniel Webster, a real historical figure, elevates the story from mere
legend to a reflection of American values.

Legacy and Impact

"The Devil and Daniel Webster" remains a staple in American literature. Its influence extends beyond
literature into popular culture, inspiring adaptations in theater, radio, and television. Benét’s
storytelling continues to be celebrated for its craftsmanship and moral depth.

About the Author: Stephen Vincent Benét’s Life and Legacy

Personal Life and Achievements

Benét married writer Ruth Brown and had children, including novelist Mark Benét. Throughout his
career, he received numerous awards, such as the Pulitzer Prize for his long poem "John Brown" in
1938, which also deals with themes of justice and morality.

Contributions to American Literature

Benét’s works contributed significantly to the development of American literary identity. His ability to
blend myth, history, and folklore created a uniquely American voice that continues to influence
writers today.

His Role in Cultural Preservation

Through stories like "The Devil and Daniel Webster," Benét helped preserve and elevate American
folklore, ensuring that tales of morality, justice, and supernatural elements remain a vital part of the
cultural fabric.

The Cultural and Literary Significance of "The Devil and Daniel Webster"

Reflection of American Values



The story emphasizes the importance of integrity, justice, and rhetorical skill—values highly regarded
in American culture. Daniel Webster’s character embodies the ideal of the learned, morally upright
American statesman.

Impact on Popular Culture

The story has inspired numerous adaptations:
- Radio broadcasts during the 1940s
- Stage plays and performances
- Film and television interpretations

These adaptations have helped keep the story alive across generations, reinforcing its themes and
cultural significance.

Educational and Moral Lessons

"The Devil and Daniel Webster" is often included in American literature curricula to teach:
- The power of language and persuasion
- The importance of moral courage
- The enduring nature of justice and morality

Conclusion

Understanding the the devil and daniel webster author—Stephen Vincent Benét—offers a window into
the rich tradition of American storytelling that combines folklore, history, and moral philosophy. His
masterful creation of "The Devil and Daniel Webster" not only entertains but also imparts timeless
lessons about integrity, justice, and the power of words. Benét’s literary legacy continues to resonate,
reminding readers of the enduring strength of American cultural values and the importance of
standing firm against evil through wit, morality, and resilience. Whether viewed as a folk tale or a
profound moral allegory, Benét’s work remains a cornerstone of American literature, inspiring
generations to uphold the virtues that define the nation.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The Devil and Daniel Webster'?
The author of 'The Devil and Daniel Webster' is Stephen Vincent Benét.

When was 'The Devil and Daniel Webster' first published?
It was first published in 1937 as part of the collection 'The Devil and Daniel Webster and Other
Stories.'

What genre does 'The Devil and Daniel Webster' belong to?
It is a short story that falls under the genres of fantasy, horror, and American folklore.



What is the main theme of 'The Devil and Daniel Webster'?
The story explores themes of justice, temptation, the power of the American spirit, and the battle
between good and evil.

Has 'The Devil and Daniel Webster' been adapted into other
media?
Yes, it has been adapted into radio plays, television episodes, and even inspired theatrical
productions.

Why is Stephen Vincent Benét considered an important
American writer?
He is regarded as a significant American poet and short story writer known for his storytelling that
often reflects American culture and folklore.

Are there any notable literary awards associated with
Stephen Vincent Benét?
While Benét did not win major awards like the Pulitzer, his works, including 'The Devil and Daniel
Webster,' are highly regarded and influential in American literature.

Additional Resources
The Devil and Daniel Webster author: An In-Depth Exploration of Stephen Vincent Benét’s Masterpiece

When discussing American literature that weaves folklore, morality, and patriotic themes into a
compelling narrative, the story "The Devil and Daniel Webster" by Stephen Vincent Benét stands out
as a quintessential example. The phrase "the devil and Daniel Webster author" often points to Benét,
whose masterful storytelling and mastery of the American Gothic tradition have cemented this tale as
a classic. This article will delve into the background of the author, the origins and themes of the story,
and its enduring legacy in American literary culture.

---

Who Was Stephen Vincent Benét? The Author Behind "The Devil and Daniel Webster"

Stephen Vincent Benét (1898–1943) was an American poet, short story writer, and novelist renowned
for his vivid storytelling and deep appreciation for American history and folklore. Born in Brooklyn,
New York, Benét’s work often explores themes of morality, national identity, and the human
condition, making him a fitting author of stories that blend the supernatural with American legend.

Early Life and Influences

- Grew up immersed in a literary environment; his father was a poet and his mother a novelist.
- Attended Yale University, where he honed his writing skills.



- Served as a soldier during World War I, experiences that infused his later work with themes of
heroism and sacrifice.

Literary Style and Contributions

Benét’s writing is characterized by:
- Lyrical language intertwined with storytelling.
- Deep engagement with American history and folklore.
- A talent for creating vivid, memorable characters and moral dilemmas.

His most famous works include the poetry collection "John Brown’s Body" and the short story "The
Devil and Daniel Webster", which remains a staple of American literature curricula.

---

The Origins and Context of "The Devil and Daniel Webster"

"The Devil and Daniel Webster" was first published in 1937 in the magazine Harper’s before being
included in Benét’s collection "The Devil and Daniel Webster and Other Stories." This story is inspired
by American folklore, particularly the legend of the devil’s bargain, and plays with themes of justice,
patriotism, and morality.

Inspiration and Literary Influences

- Rooted in the American tradition of folklore and tall tales.
- Draws inspiration from earlier stories about deals with the devil, such as the Faust legend.
- Reflects the societal anxieties of the 1930s, including fears of economic instability and moral
decline.

The Cultural Significance

- Embodies the American spirit of individualism and justice.
- Serves as a moral allegory, emphasizing the importance of standing up for one’s principles.
- Demonstrates how folklore can be used to comment on contemporary issues, resonating with
readers during the Great Depression era.

---

Plot Overview and Key Themes

"The Devil and Daniel Webster" narrates the story of Jabez Stone, a New Hampshire farmer who, in a
moment of desperation, makes a pact with the devil (Mr. Scratch) to escape hardship. When the devil
comes to claim his soul, the townspeople and the legendary lawyer Daniel Webster rally to defend
Jabez in a trial for his soul.

Main Plot Points

- Jabez Stone’s pact with the devil.
- The devil’s visit and claim for Jabez’s soul.
- Daniel Webster’s courtroom speech defending Jabez.
- Webster’s invocation of American patriotism and moral resolve.



- The devil’s defeat and Jabez’s salvation.

Core Themes Explored

1. The Power of Morality and Justice
- The story underscores the importance of moral integrity and the belief that good ultimately triumphs
over evil.

2. American Identity and Patriotism
- Webster’s speech invokes American history and values, emphasizing the nation’s commitment to
liberty and righteousness.

3. The Supernatural as a Moral Allegory
- The pact with the devil symbolizes moral temptation and the importance of making righteous
choices.

4. The Role of the Individual
- Jabez’s transformation from a desperate man to a symbol of moral resilience highlights the
significance of standing firm in one’s convictions.

---

Literary Analysis: Style, Symbolism, and Impact

Style and Language

Benét’s prose combines poetic rhythm with storytelling clarity, making the narrative both engaging
and resonant. His use of vivid imagery, especially during Webster’s courtroom speech, elevates the
story into a moral parable.

Symbolism

- The Devil (Mr. Scratch): Embodies evil, temptation, and moral compromise.
- Daniel Webster: Represents justice, American values, and moral authority.
- Jabez Stone: Symbolizes the everyman faced with moral choices.

Impact on American Literature

- The story reinvigorated the American tall tale tradition, blending realism with the supernatural.
- It has been adapted into various media, including radio plays, theater productions, and educational
curricula.
- Its themes continue to resonate, illustrating the ongoing battle between good and evil within society
and individuals.

---

The Legacy of "The Devil and Daniel Webster" and Its Author

"The Devil and Daniel Webster" remains one of Stephen Vincent Benét’s most celebrated works, often
cited as a quintessential example of American storytelling that combines folklore, morality, and
patriotism. Its influence extends beyond literature into popular culture, inspiring adaptations such as:



- Radio dramatizations during the Golden Age of Radio.
- Stage adaptations and theatrical performances.
- Educational discussions about American folklore and moral philosophy.

The Author’s Broader Impact

Benét’s contributions to American letters include:

- Celebrating American history through poetic works like "John Brown’s Body."
- Using folklore and moral stories to explore complex social issues.
- Inspiring generations of writers to blend storytelling with moral and patriotic themes.

Final Thoughts: The Enduring Appeal of the Story and Its Creator

Understanding "the devil and Daniel Webster author" means appreciating Stephen Vincent Benét’s
skill in crafting stories that are both entertaining and morally instructive. The story’s timeless themes
of justice, morality, and patriotism continue to resonate, making it a vital part of American literary
heritage.

Benét’s work exemplifies how folklore can serve as a mirror to societal values and fears, and his
storytelling demonstrates the power of literature to inspire moral reflection. Whether used in
classrooms or enjoyed as a classic tale, "The Devil and Daniel Webster" remains a testament to
Benét’s literary genius and his enduring influence on American culture.

---

In conclusion, the phrase "the devil and Daniel Webster author" points to Stephen Vincent Benét—a
writer whose mastery of narrative and morality has left an indelible mark. Through his story, he
captures the eternal struggle between good and evil, highlighting the importance of moral resilience
and national identity. As we continue to explore American folklore and literature, Benét’s work
remains a shining example of storytelling that elevates human virtues and reflects the soul of a
nation.

The Devil And Daniel Webster Author

  the devil and daniel webster author: The Devil and Daniel Webster Stephen Vincent Benet,
Stephen Vincent Benét, 1943-10 THE STORY: Jabez Stone, young farmer, has just been married, and
the guests are dancing at his wedding. But Jabez carries a burden, for he knows that, having sold his
soul to the Devil, he must, on the stroke of midnight, deliver it up to him. Shortly before twelve Mr.
Scratch, lawyer, enters and the company is thunderstruck. Jabez bids his guests begone; he has
made his bargain and will pay the price. His bride, however, stands by him, and so will Daniel
Webster, who has come for the festivities. Webster takes the case. But Scratch is a lawyer himself
and out-argues the statesman. Webster demands a jury of real Americans, living or dead. Very well,
agrees the Devil, he shall have them, and ghosts appear. Webster thunders, but to no avail, and at
last realizing Scratch can better him on technical grounds, he changes his tactics and appeals to the
ghostly jury, men who have retained some love of country. Rising to the height of his powers,
Webster performs the miracle of winning a verdict of Not Guilty.
  the devil and daniel webster author: The Devil and Daniel Webster and Other Writings

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-030/the-devil-and-daniel-webster-author.pdf


Stephen Vincent Benét, 1999 This unique collection gathers a generous selection of Benet's verse -
including the previously unpublished first book of Western Star - together with sixteen of his
celebrated short stories. Townsend Ludington provides an illuminating introductory essay on this
great, neglected American master.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North
America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
  the devil and daniel webster author: The Devil and Daniel Webster Stephen Vincent Benet,
1997-01-01 Having promised his soul to the Devil in exchange for good fortune, Jabez Stone asks the
talented lawyer Daniel Webster to get him out of the bargain.
  the devil and daniel webster author: The Devil and Daniel Webster (Creative Short Stories)
(Paperback) Stephen Vincent Benet, 2010-02 Having promised his soul to the Devil in exchange for
good fortune, Jabez Stone asks the talented lawyer Daniel Webster to get him out of the bargain.
  the devil and daniel webster author: The Devil and Daniel Webster, and Other Tales of
American History Stephen Benet, 2014-10-18 Pulitzer Prize-winning author Stephen Vincent Benét
was one of America's greatest storytellers, most famous for his witty and moving tribute to American
history, The Devil and Daniel Webster, where a trial for a man's soul becomes a trial of America
itself, of all that is best and worst in a great and tumultuous new country. In addition, this collection
includes six more of Benét's best short stories, which in a similar vein, depict compelling and diverse
elements in America's great social tapestry, with memorable and often amusing characters: a man
whose toothache leads him to encounter Paul Revere on the eve of the American Revolution; a
Jewish immigrant who discovers a new experience of life as a trader on the American frontier; a
woman brought from Africa as a slave who teaches her grandson the price of freedom; an old
confederate colonel, hateful and unwilling to accept the loss of his old world; and an adventurous
young man who discovers the folly in all walks of human life. The stories included are: The Devil and
Daniel WebsterJacob and the IndiansA Tooth for Paul RevereFreedom's a Hard-Bought
ThingO'Halloran's LuckThe Die-HardJohnny Pye and the Fool-Killer
  the devil and daniel webster author: The Devil and Daniel Webster Douglas Moore, Stephen
Vincent Benét, 1939 Having promised his soul to the Devil in exchange for good fortune, Jabez Stone
asks the talented lawyer Daniel Webster to get him out of the bargain.
  the devil and daniel webster author: Douglas Moore Jerry L. McBride, 2011-01-01 MLA Index
and Bibliography Series vol. 36 Additional information online at
https://www.areditions.com/books/IB036.html
  the devil and daniel webster author: The Biological Role of a Virus Christon J. Hurst,
2022-02-12 This book answers the question “What is it that viruses do?” by presenting three aspects
of viral ecology. The first aspect explains how viruses affect the population diversity and energetics
of their host communities. Perhaps the most notable example of this concept is our understanding
that primary production within ecosystems often depends upon those viruses which serve as
controllers of nutrient recycling, connecting the aquatic and terrestrial realms in ways that can be
assessed locally and globally. The second aspect describes genetic partnerships which exist between
hosts and their viruses. These include processes termed endogeny and lysogeny by which the host
carries at least a partial genomic copy of the virus. Fluidity of these collective genomes is expressed
on an evolutionary time scale and the mutual life cycles which they produce represent a forging of
shared genomic fate that obligates partnership of the virus and its host. The viral sequences
represent a source of potential benefit as well as potential peril for the host and can implement
phenotypic changes in the host. Hosts often use those changes as tools. As humans, the most notable
example would be that mammals rely upon temporary activation of their endogenous viral genes in
order to successfully develop a placenta. The third aspect is defending the health of a host, which
relies upon activity in two directions. Hosts often use their captured viral genes to identify and
subsequently direct battle against invading viruses. This natural concept has been engineered for
combating cancer, is useful for suppressing the detrimental consequences of genetic diseases, and
has been developed to create targeted antiviral vaccines. But, the defense has to work in two
directions and the host can use other symbiotic microorganisms as protection against its viruses.



This book will appeal to a wide readership by providing a broad perspective of viral ecology, and all
scientists will find it helpful for gaining a view of fields beyond their specialization.
  the devil and daniel webster author: 2009-2010 Script Catalog Michelle Wright,
  the devil and daniel webster author: The Devil and Daniel Webster Stephen Vincent
Benét, 1967
  the devil and daniel webster author: Encyclopedia of the American Short Story Abby H. P.
Werlock, 2015-04-22 Two-volume set that presents an introduction to American short fiction from
the 19th century to the present.
  the devil and daniel webster author: Stephen Vincent Benet David Garrett Izzo, Lincoln
Konkle, 2002-12-23 When Stephen Vincent Benet died in 1943 at the age of 44, all of America
mourned the loss. Benet was one of the country's most well known poets of the first half of the
twentieth century and as a fiction writer, he had an even larger audience. This book is a collection of
essays celebrating Benet and his writing. The first group of essays addresses Benet's life, times, and
personal relationships. Thomas Carr Benet reminisces about his father in the first essay, and others
consider Benet's marriage to his wife Rosemary; Archibald MacLeish, Thornton Wilder and Benet as
friends, liberal humanists and public activists; and his friendships with Philip Barry, Jed Harris, and
Thornton Wilder. The second group contains essays about Benet's poetry, fiction, and drama. They
discuss Benet's role in the development of historical poetry in America, John Brown's Body and the
Civil War, Hawthorne, Benet and historical fiction, Benet's Faustian America, the adaptation of The
Devil and Daniel Webster to drama and then to film, Benet's use of fantasy and science fiction, and
Benet as a dramatist for stage, screen and radio.
  the devil and daniel webster author: Writings of American Authors I Paul H. Krueger,
1964
  the devil and daniel webster author: The American Fantasy Tradition Brian M. Thomsen,
2003-09-13 The ancient tales of long-dead civilizations to the wild success of J. R. R. Tolkien’s Lord
of the Rings, fantasy has fired our imaginations for as long as there has been story. Whether
sweeping sagas of fantastic adventures or cautionary tales told around the campfire, fantasy is
deeply woven into the very fabric of humanity, wearing many faces and coming in many flavors. But
what fantasy is distinctly American? The American Fantasy Tradition sets out to answer this very
question. This comprehensive critical anthology of American fantasy literature applies the
groundbreaking theorems of such esteemed American literary critics as Leslie Fiedler, Richard
Chase, and Irving Howe to the genre of fantasy in an effort to delineate the true American tradition
of fantasy from the more prominent Anglo-European canon, breaking it down into three distinctive
strains: The American Tale: Folk, Tall, and Weird Stories that might be considered fables or legends,
much like the epics of the Age of Heroes from the classical eras of Rome and Greece, or the tales of
the fairy folk from the European tradition, or the fables of Aesop. Fantastic Americana Stories set
directly within the American historic landscape, much as the Arthurian tradition is set within the
confines of British history. Lands of Enchantment in Everyday Life Stories that involve what might
be called the American spirit, focusing on worlds that exist in the shadows of our own, just beyond
Rod Serling’s famous signpost for The Twilight Zone.
  the devil and daniel webster author: The Monster Book Christopher Golden, Stephen R.
Bissette, Stephen Bissette, Thomas E. Sniegoski, 2000-08 An official guide to Buffy the Vampire
Slayer describes the mythology and influences behind the monsters, ghouls, and characters through
interviews with the creators and details of the episodes.
  the devil and daniel webster author: The Random House Crossword Puzzle Dictionary
Random House, Stephen Elliott, 1995-03-01 THE RANDOM HOUSE CROSSWORD PUZZLE
DICTIONARY MORE THAN 700,000 CLUES AND ANSWER WORDS! THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE
POCKET CROSSWORD DICTIONARY ON THE MARKET! COMPREHENSIVE More clue words,
special categories, and subcategories than any comparable dictionary In-depth coverage of people,
places, and things AUTHORITATIVE Extensive coverage of modern history, popular culture, politics,
literature, sports, and much more General vocabulary and synonyms checked against the voluminous



Random House dictionary and thesaurus files CLEARLY ORGANIZED Clue words and clue
information printed in easy-to-spot bold typeface All answer words grouped by their number of
letters
  the devil and daniel webster author: American Authors and the Literary Marketplace
since 1900 James L. W. West, III, 2011-06-03 This book examines literary authorship in the
twentieth century and covers such topics as publishing, book distribution, the trade editor, the
literary agent, the magazine market, subsidiary rights, and the blockbuster mentality.
  the devil and daniel webster author: The Writer in America Wallace Stegner,
  the devil and daniel webster author: The Oxford Book of Children's Verse in America
Donald Hall, 1990-12-13 Compiled by the award-winning poet and author of children's books, Donald
Hall, this delightful anthology follows in the tradition of Iona and Peter Opie's classic Oxford Book of
Children's Verse. Hall brings together poems written specifically for children and also those written
for anyone and enjoyed by children and adults alike. He presents over two hundred fifty poems
written by over one hundred different American poets--including anonymous works, ballads, and
recitation pieces--that range from the Calvinist verses of the seventeenth century to the fabulous
nonsense poems of the present. Drawing on literally thousands of sources--including Sunday School
magazines, Christmas annuals for children, and such wonderful children's periodicals as St. Nicholas
and Youth's Companion--Hall gives the modern reader a rich sampling of many poems never before
anthologized. He includes everyone's favorites, from Clement Clarke Moore's A Visit from St.
Nicholas (a.k.a. The Night Before Christmas) to the classic lines of Longfellow and Whittier. Along
with Sarah Josepha Hale's famous poem, Mary's Lamb, we find poetry by Emily Dickinson, Mary
Mapes Dodge, Palmer Cox, Sarah Orne Jewett, Laura E. Richards, and Gelett Burgess. He also
covers the twentieth-century with verse by T.S. Eliot, Edna St. Vincent Millay, Langston Hughes,
Ogden Nash, Dr. Seuss (Theodore Geisel), and Randall Jarrell, just to name a few. Hall concludes
with the poetry of present-day writers such as Shel Silverstein and Nancy Willard. A testament to a
captivating tradition in American literature, this anthology will encourage many hours of nostalgic
browsing and reading aloud to children.
  the devil and daniel webster author: Devil's Contract Ed Simon, 2024-07-09 Lively . . .
excoriating, eloquent . . . We are all Faustians now. — James Wood, The New Yorker A devilishly
fascinating tour of the Faustian bargain through the ages, from brimstone to blues and beyond . . .
From ancient times to the modern world, the idea of the Faustian bargain—the exchange of one's
soul in return for untold riches and power—has exerted a magnetic pull upon our collective
imaginations. Scholar Ed Simon takes us on a historical tour of the Faustian bargain, from the Bible
to blues, and illustrates how the impulse fto sacrifice our principles in exchange for power is present
in all kinds of social ills, from colonialism to nuclear warfare, from social media to climate change to
AI, and beyond. In doing so, Simon conveys just how much the Faustian bargain shows us about
power and evil . . . and ourselves.
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