
michel faber under the skin
michel faber under the skin is a captivating exploration of the human
condition, consciousness, and the subconscious mind. As a renowned French
philosopher and psychoanalyst, Michel Faber’s insights into the intricacies
of human psychology have profoundly influenced contemporary thought. His
work, particularly in the context of "Under the Skin," delves into themes of
identity, perception, and the moral questions surrounding empathy and
alienation. This article provides a comprehensive overview of Michel Faber’s
contributions and the significance of "Under the Skin," emphasizing its
relevance in today’s cultural and philosophical landscape.

Introduction to Michel Faber and "Under the
Skin"

Who is Michel Faber?
Michel Faber is a celebrated author and thinker whose work spans fiction,
philosophy, and psychoanalysis. Born in the Netherlands and later residing in
the United Kingdom, Faber is renowned for his ability to craft profound
narratives that challenge readers’ perceptions of morality, identity, and
human nature. His literary style combines poetic language with philosophical
depth, making his work both intellectually stimulating and emotionally
resonant.

The Significance of "Under the Skin"
"Under the Skin" is a novel by Michel Faber that explores themes of
alienation, empathy, and the human experience through the perspective of an
alien protagonist. The book has garnered critical acclaim for its innovative
storytelling and philosophical depth, prompting readers to question what it
means to be human and how we perceive others.

Overview of "Under the Skin": Plot and Themes

Plot Summary
"Under the Skin" centers around an alien creature named Isser, who adopts a
human form to observe and interact with humans on Earth. As Isser navigates
human society, she encounters various moral dilemmas and emotional
experiences that challenge her understanding of her own nature and the
essence of humanity. The novel intricately portrays her journey from detached



observer to a being capable of empathy and moral reflection.

Core Themes Explored in the Novel
The novel delves into numerous profound themes, including:
- Alienation and Otherness: How individuals perceive themselves versus how
they are perceived by society.
- Empathy and Moral Choice: The capacity to understand and share the feelings
of others.
- Identity and Transformation: The fluidity of selfhood and the possibility
of change.
- The Nature of Humanity: What truly defines being human beyond biological or
cultural markers.

Philosophical Foundations of Michel Faber’s
"Under the Skin"

Existentialism and Human Condition
Faber’s work reflects existentialist ideas, emphasizing individual agency and
the search for authentic existence. Through Isser’s perspective, the novel
examines the alienation inherent in modern life and the quest for meaning
amidst chaos.

The Ethics of Empathy
A central philosophical concern in "Under the Skin" is the ethical importance
of empathy. Faber prompts readers to consider:
- How empathy bridges the gap between self and other.
- The moral implications of understanding and compassion.
- The potential for empathy to transform moral judgment.

Phenomenology and Perception
The novel also explores phenomenological questions about perception—how
individuals experience reality differently based on their consciousness and
societal context.

Why "Under the Skin" Is Relevant Today



Addressing Modern Alienation
In an era marked by social fragmentation, technological alienation, and
cultural divides, Faber’s insights into alienation resonate strongly. The
novel urges reflection on how modern life can detach individuals from
authentic human connections.

Empathy in a Polarized World
With increasing political and social polarization, the importance of empathy
as a bridge to mutual understanding is more vital than ever. "Under the Skin"
challenges readers to expand their capacity for compassion beyond superficial
judgments.

Reflections on Identity and Otherness
In a multicultural society, questions of identity, acceptance, and
understanding of "the other" are central. Faber’s portrayal of an alien
navigating human society offers a metaphor for these ongoing debates.

The Literary Style and Impact of Michel Faber

Unique Narrative Techniques
Faber employs poetic language, vivid imagery, and a contemplative tone to
immerse readers in the inner worlds of his characters. His narrative often
blurs the line between fiction and philosophy, creating a layered reading
experience.

Critical Reception and Influence
Since its publication, "Under the Skin" has been praised for its originality
and depth. It has influenced writers, philosophers, and social thinkers,
encouraging discourse on morality, perception, and human empathy.

How to Approach Michel Faber’s Work

Key Points for Readers
- Approach with an open mind to engage with complex philosophical themes.
- Reflect on your perceptions of others and your own identity.
- Consider the moral questions raised and how they relate to contemporary



issues.

Recommended Reading List
- "Under the Skin" by Michel Faber
- Faber’s other works, such as "The Book of Strange New Things" and "The Fire
Gospel."
- Philosophical texts on existentialism, phenomenology, and ethics.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Michel Faber
and "Under the Skin"

Michel Faber’s "Under the Skin" remains a seminal work that challenges
readers to look beyond superficial distinctions and explore the depths of
human consciousness and morality. Its exploration of alienation, empathy, and
identity holds relevance across cultural and societal boundaries, inviting
ongoing reflection on what it means to be truly human. As society continues
to grapple with issues of otherness, moral complexity, and connection,
Faber’s insights offer valuable guidance and provoke necessary dialogue.

By engaging deeply with Michel Faber’s work, readers can gain a richer
understanding of the human condition and the transformative power of empathy.
"Under the Skin" stands as a testament to the enduring importance of
philosophical literature in fostering compassion, understanding, and self-
awareness in an increasingly complex world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in Michel Faber's
'Under the Skin'?
Michel Faber's 'Under the Skin' explores themes such as alienation, identity,
the nature of humanity, morality, and the exploitation of others, all set
against a backdrop of mystery and suspense involving an alien protagonist.

How does Michel Faber portray the character of
Isserly in 'Under the Skin'?
In 'Under the Skin,' Isserly is portrayed as a complex, morally ambiguous
character who is both a predator and a victim, grappling with her own
identity and the ethical implications of her actions while engaging in her
role of luring and capturing alien entities.



What is the significance of the title 'Under the
Skin' in Michel Faber's novel?
The title 'Under the Skin' signifies themes of hidden identities, surface
appearances versus inner realities, and the exploration of what lies beneath
the surface of human and alien identities, highlighting the novel's focus on
empathy and understanding beyond superficial differences.

How has 'Under the Skin' been adapted into other
media, and what has been the reception?
The novel was adapted into a critically acclaimed film directed by Jonathan
Glazer in 2013, starring Scarlett Johansson. The film received praise for its
haunting visuals and atmospheric storytelling, though some fans of the book
noted differences in tone and narrative focus.

What makes Michel Faber's 'Under the Skin' a
relevant read in contemporary discussions about
ethics and humanity?
'Under the Skin' prompts readers to question moral boundaries, empathy, and
what it means to be human, making it highly relevant in contemporary debates
about ethics, otherness, and the treatment of those perceived as different or
alien in society.

Additional Resources
Michel Faber Under the Skin: An In-Depth Exploration of the Novel’s Themes,
Style, and Cultural Impact

Introduction

Michel Faber under the skin is not merely a phrase but an invitation to delve
into one of the most provocative and thought-provoking novels of the early
21st century. Published in 2000, Michel Faber’s Under the Skin is a haunting,
darkly poetic narrative that challenges readers’ perceptions of identity,
humanity, and morality. Faber’s masterful storytelling combines elements of
science fiction, psychological thriller, and social commentary, positioning
the novel as a significant work within contemporary literature. This article
explores the multifaceted layers of Under the Skin, analyzing its themes,
stylistic choices, cultural relevance, and the novel’s enduring influence.

---

The Genesis and Context of Under the Skin

Michel Faber: The Author’s Background



Michel Faber, a Dutch-born British author, is renowned for his versatility
across genres, from literary fiction to speculative stories. Before Under the
Skin, Faber’s works often centered on complex characters and moral dilemmas,
but this novel marked a departure into darker, more experimental territory.
His background as a literary writer with a penchant for poetic language
informs the novel’s stylistic depth.

The Cultural and Literary Landscape of the Early 2000s

At the turn of the millennium, literature was witnessing a surge in dystopian
and speculative fiction, reflecting societal anxieties about technology,
identity, and globalization. Faber’s Under the Skin fits into this zeitgeist,
echoing themes of alienation and the Other, but with a uniquely poetic and
disturbing twist. The novel’s publication coincided with a period of intense
debate about morality and human rights, making its themes resonate more
deeply.

---

Plot Overview and Narrative Structure

A Brief Synopsis

Under the Skin follows Isserley, a mysterious woman who drives through the
Scottish Highlands, selecting hitchhikers—men—whom she then takes to a remote
location. The novel gradually reveals that Isserley is not entirely human;
she is part of an alien species that harvests human bodies for food,
presenting a chilling allegory of exploitation and otherness.

Nonlinear and Poetic Narrative

Faber employs a nonlinear narrative, intertwining Isserley’s perspective with
the stories of the men she encounters. The prose is richly poetic, with vivid
descriptions and a lyrical cadence that heightens the novel’s unsettling
atmosphere. This stylistic choice immerses the reader in Isserley’s
conflicted consciousness and the visceral horror of her actions.

---

Major Themes and Symbolism

Humanity and Otherness

One of the central themes is the exploration of what it means to be human.
Isserley’s alien identity juxtaposed with her human-like appearance raises
questions about the nature of consciousness, empathy, and morality. The novel
challenges the reader to consider the boundaries between self and other and
whether morality is intrinsic or conditioned.

Exploitation and Power Dynamics



The novel functions as an allegory for exploitation—whether environmental,
social, or economic. The aliens’ harvesting of humans mirrors real-world
issues of dehumanization, colonialism, and the commodification of bodies and
lives. Faber’s depiction of Isserley’s work prompts reflection on complicity
and moral responsibility.

Identity and Transformation

Isserley’s physical and psychological transformations symbolize the fluidity
of identity. Her internal struggle with her role and her desire for
connection and understanding evoke questions about self-perception and the
capacity for change.

The Natural World and Decay

Faber’s vivid descriptions of the Scottish landscape—its bleakness, beauty,
and decay—serve as a backdrop that echoes the novel’s themes. Nature is
portrayed both as a nurturing force and a reminder of mortality, reinforcing
the novel’s contemplative tone.

---

Stylistic Features and Literary Techniques

Poetic Language and Imagery

Faber’s lyrical prose elevates the novel beyond standard science fiction. His
use of poetic imagery—such as describing landscapes, the human body, and the
act of harvesting—creates an immersive and unsettling atmosphere.

Ambiguous Morality and Unreliable Perspectives

By presenting multiple viewpoints and employing ambiguous moral judgments,
Faber invites readers into a complex moral universe. Isserley’s perspective
is nuanced, blending empathy with alien detachment, which complicates the
reader’s alignment.

Surreal and Symbolic Elements

The novel’s surreal elements—such as the alien’s physical modifications and
the otherworldly setting—serve as symbols for broader societal issues. Faber
blurs the lines between reality and imagination, prompting interpretive
engagement.

---

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

Literary Critics’ Perspectives

Initially, Under the Skin garnered mixed reviews, with some critics praising



its poetic style and thematic depth, while others found its brutality and
ambiguity challenging. Over time, it has been recognized as a significant
work that pushes literary boundaries.

Influence on Science Fiction and Literary Genres

The novel’s blending of poetic language with speculative themes has
influenced contemporary writers interested in moral complexity and
atmospheric storytelling. Its success paved the way for more nuanced, morally
ambiguous science fiction.

Adaptations and Media Presence

In 2013, the novel was adapted into a feature film directed by Jonathan
Glazer, starring Scarlett Johansson. The film’s surreal visuals and
minimalist storytelling further cemented the novel’s influence and expanded
its cultural reach.

---

The Enduring Relevance of Under the Skin

Reflection of Contemporary Ethical Dilemmas

Faber’s novel remains relevant as it echoes ongoing debates about
exploitation, identity, and morality in a globalized world. Its depiction of
the Other resonates with issues of immigration, human rights, and
environmental degradation.

A Literary Catalyst for Discussion

The novel’s provocative nature encourages discussion across
disciplines—literature, philosophy, sociology—making it a valuable text for
academic exploration and public discourse.

Continuing Literary Legacy

Under the Skin endures as a masterful example of poetic storytelling within
speculative fiction, inspiring writers and readers alike to confront
uncomfortable truths about humanity.

---

Conclusion

Michel Faber under the skin is a compelling exploration of human nature,
morality, and the alien Other, woven through poetic language and complex
storytelling. Its themes challenge readers to examine the boundaries of
empathy and the moral implications of exploitation, all set against the stark
beauty of the Scottish landscape. As both a literary achievement and a
cultural touchstone, the novel continues to provoke thought and inspire



debate, ensuring its place in the canon of modern speculative fiction.
Whether approached as a dark fairy tale or a philosophical inquiry, Under the
Skin remains a haunting mirror reflecting the deepest questions about what it
means to be human.

Michel Faber Under The Skin

  michel faber under the skin: Under the Skin Michel Faber, 2001 Isserley, a diminutive
woman with huge breasts, is not at all what she seems--a fact that the muscle-bound hitchhikers she
picks up along the roads of the Scottish Highlands learn to their eternal horror.
  michel faber under the skin: An Extract from Michel Faber's Under the Skin Michel Faber, M.
M. Firth, 2003-03-01
  michel faber under the skin: The body and the construction of an identity in Michel Faber’s
"Under the Skin" Christina Haupt, 2019-03-27 Research Paper (postgraduate) from the year 2018 in
the subject Didactics for the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 1,30, University of Passau
(Department of English Literature and Culture), course: Adapting Scotland, language: English,
abstract: With his novel Under the Skin Michael Faber addresses the limitations of society and
identity, which are typical themes of modern Scottish arts as well as the Scottish mentality. In
Faber’s novel the protagonist Isserley is caught in a constant struggle of defining herself. In which
way is Isserley’s process of constructing an identity problematical? Being a hybrid result of surgery,
Isserley shares similarities and differences with more than one species. This inevitably influences
her perception of herself and others. The process of shaping her identity based on appearance is
characterised by continual constructions and deconstructions in which the murky demarcations
between bodies prove to be an additional difficulty. Assuming that body and identity are mutually
generative and that an identity is thus partly constructed through the body, this paper firstly
explores the 'natural' body of Isserley’s species as a lost marker for identification. Secondly, the
body of the non-human animal is brought into discussion due to its familiarity. Thirdly, there will be
a focus on the vodsel-body as a source of inner conflict for Isserley with regard to the issue of
gender in relation to animals. After analysing the linguistic development in the protagonist’s
construction of an identity, the paper takes a closer look at the final scene.
  michel faber under the skin: Under The Skin Michel Faber, 2001-07-16 The basis for the
film starring Scarlett Johansson, award-winning author Michel Faber's Under the Skin blends
elements of science fiction, grotesque comedy, horror, and thriller into a genre-jumping meditation''
(Washington Post Book World). Isserley cruises the Scottish Highlands picking up hitchhikers.
Scarred and awkward, yet strangely erotic and threatening, she listens to her hitchhikers as they
open up to her, revealing clues about who might miss them if they should disappear. Under the Skin
takes us on a heart-thumping ride through dangerous territory—our own moral instincts and the
boundaries of compassion. ''A fascinating psychological thriller. . . [that] hovers between the real
and the fantastic.''—Baltimore Sun ''Original and unsettling, an Animal Farm for the new
century.''—Wall Street Journal ''A satiric novel eerie and touching in equal parts.''—San Francisco
Chronicle
  michel faber under the skin: Alien in the Mirror Maureen Foster, 2019-10-11 Directed by
Jonathan Glazer (Sexy Beast, Birth) and starring Scarlett Johansson, the 2013 film Under the Skin
contains elements of science fiction and fantasy, horror, mystery, and thriller. Arguably the most
compelling of Johansson's career, the movie follows a unique tale of one woman's journey to
self-discovery. This is the first book to be written about the quiet masterpiece, revisiting the film
scene-by-scene through all its cinematic elements. Extensive interviews detail the challenges the
filmmakers faced--from hidden filming on the streets of Glasgow to defying a blizzard in the Scottish
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Highlands. Readers are invited to explore connections between the movie and its science fiction
cousins and discover the reasons why Under the Skin deserves to find a wider audience.
  michel faber under the skin: The Body and the Construction of an Identity in Michel Faber's
"Under the Skin" Christina Haupt, 2019-03-11 Research Paper (postgraduate) from the year 2018 in
the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 1,30, University of Passau (Department of English
Literature and Culture), course: Adapting Scotland, language: English, abstract: With his novel
Under the Skin Michael Faber addresses the limitations of society and identity, which are typical
themes of modern Scottish arts as well as the Scottish mentality. In Faber's novel the protagonist
Isserley is caught in a constant struggle of defining herself. In which way is Isserley's process of
constructing an identity problematical? Being a hybrid result of surgery, Isserley shares similarities
and differences with more than one species. This inevitably influences her perception of herself and
others. The process of shaping her identity based on appearance is characterised by continual
constructions and deconstructions in which the murky demarcations between bodies prove to be an
additional difficulty. Assuming that body and identity are mutually generative and that an identity is
thus partly constructed through the body, this paper firstly explores the 'natural' body of Isserley's
species as a lost marker for identification. Secondly, the body of the non-human animal is brought
into discussion due to its familiarity. Thirdly, there will be a focus on the vodsel-body as a source of
inner conflict for Isserley with regard to the issue of gender in relation to animals. After analysing
the linguistic development in the protagonist's construction of an identity, the paper takes a closer
look at the final scene.
  michel faber under the skin: The Feminist Architecture of Postmodern Anti-Tales Kendra
Reynolds, 2019-10-23 This monograph aims to counter the assumption that the anti-tale is a
‘subversive twin’ or dark side of the fairy tale coin, instead it argues that the anti-tale is a genre rich
in complexity and radical potential that fundamentally challenges the damaging ideologies and
socializing influence of fairy tales. The Feminist Architecture of Postmodern Anti-Tales: Space, Time
and Bodies highlights how anti-tales take up timely debates about revising old structures, opening
our minds up to a broader spectrum of experience or ways of viewing the world and its inhabitants.
They show us alternative architectures for the future by deconstructing established spatio-temporal
laws and structures, as well as limited ideas surrounding the body, and ultimately liberate us from
the shackles of a single-minded and simplistic masculine reality currently upheld by dominant social
forces and patriarchal fairy tales themselves. It is only when these masculine fairy tales and social
architectures are deconstructed that new, more inclusive feminine realities and futures can be
brought into being.
  michel faber under the skin: Intercultural Screen Adaptation Stewart Michael Stewart,
2020-03-27 Intercultural Screen Adaptation offers a wide-ranging examination of how film and
television adaptations (and non-adaptations) interact with the cultural, social and political
environments of their national, transnational and post-national contexts. With screen adaptations
examined from across Britain, Europe, South America and Asia, this book tests how examining the
processes of adaptation across and within national frameworks challenges traditional debates
around the concept of nation in film, media and cultural studies. With case studies of films such as
Under the Skin (2013) and T2: Trainspotting (2017), as well as TV adaptations like War and Peace
(2016) and Narcos (2015 - 2017), Intercultural Screen Adaptation offers readers an invigorating look
at adaptations from a variety of critical perspectives, incorporating the uses of landscape, nostalgia
and translation.
  michel faber under the skin: Tattoos in crime and detective narratives Kate Watson,
Katharine Cox, 2019-07-04 Examining representations of the tattoo and tattooing in literature,
television, and film from two periods of tattoo renaissance (1851-1914, and 1955 to present), this
study makes an original contribution to understandings of crime and detective genre and the ways in
which tattoos act as a mimetic device that marks and remarks these narratives in complex ways.
  michel faber under the skin: Body Gothic Xavier Aldana Reyes, 2014-10-15 The gothic,
particularly in its contemporary incarnations, is often constructed around largely disembodied



concepts such as spectrality or the haunted. Body Gothic offers a counter-narrative that reinstates
the importance of viscerality to the gothic mode. It argues that contemporary discourses
surrounding our bodies are crucial to our understanding of the social messages in fictional
mutilation and of the pleasures we may derive from it. This book considers a number of literary and
cinematic movements that have, over the past three decades, purposely turned the body into a
meaningful gothic topos. Each chapter in Body Gothic is dedicated to a different corporeal subgenre:
splatterpunk, body horror, the new avant-pulp, the slaughterhouse novel, torture porn and surgical
horror are all covered in its pages. Close readings of key texts by Clive Barker, Richard Laymon,
Joseph D'Lacey, Matthew Stokoe, Tony White or Stanley Manly are provided alongside in-depth
analyses of landmark films such as Re-Animator (1985), The Fly (1986), Saw (2004), Hostel (2005),
The Human Centipede (2011) and American Mary (2012). Contents Introduction: From Gothic
Bodies to Body Gothic Chapter 1 – Splatterpunk Chapter 2 – Body Horror Chapter 3 – The New
Avant-Pulp Chapter 4 – The Slaughterhouse Novel Chapter 5 – Torture Porn Chapter 6 – Surgical
Horror Conclusion: The Gothic and the Body Notes Works Cited Filmography
  michel faber under the skin: After Kubrick Jeremi Szaniawski, 2020-02-20 Taking at its
starting point the idea that Kubrick's cinema has constituted an intellectual, cerebral, and
philosophical maze in which many filmmakers (as well as thinkers and a substantial fringe of the
general public) have gotten lost at one point or another, this collection looks at the legacy of
Kubrick's films in the 21st century. The main avenues investigated are as follows: a look at Kubrick's
influence on his most illustrious followers (Paul Thomas Anderson, the Coen Brothers, Christopher
Nolan, Ridley Scott, and Lars von Trier, to name a few); Kubrick in critical reception; Kubrick in
stylistic (camera movements, set designs, music), thematic (artificial intelligence, new frontiers-
large and small), aesthetic (the question of genre, pastiche, stereoscopy) and political terms
(paranoia, democracy and secret societies, conspiracy theories). The contributions coalesce around
the concept of a Kubrickian substrate, rich and complex, which permeates our Western cultural
landscape very much to this day, informing and sometimes announcing/reflecting it in twisted ways,
21 years after the director's death.
  michel faber under the skin: Screening Scarlett Johansson Janice Loreck, Whitney
Monaghan, Kirsten Stevens, 2019-12-03 Screening Scarlett Johansson: Gender, Genre, Stardom
provides an account of Johansson’s persona, work and stardom, extending from her breakout roles in
independent cinema, to contemporary blockbusters, to her self-parodying work in science-fiction.
Screening Scarlett Johansson is more than an account of Johansson’s career; it positions Johansson
as a point of reference for interrogating how femininity, sexuality, identity and genre play out
through a contemporary woman star and the textual manipulations of her image. The chapters in
this collection cast a critical eye over the characters Johansson has portrayed, the personas she has
inhabited, and how the two intersect and influence one another. They draw out the multitude of
meanings generated through and inherent to her performances, specifically looking at processes of
transformation, metamorphosis and self-deconstruction depicted in her work.
  michel faber under the skin: Prizing Scottish Literature Stevie Marsden, 2021-02-15 This
cultural history of the Saltire Society Literary Awards demonstrates the significance the awards
have had within Scottish literary and cultural life. It is one piece of the wider cultural award puzzle
and illustrates how, far from being parochial or niche, lesser-known awards, whose histories may be
yet untold, play their own role in the circulation of cultural value through the consecration of literary
value. The study of the Society’s Book of the Year and First Book of the Year Awards not only
highlights how important connections between literary awards and national culture and identity are
within prize culture and how literary awards, and their founding institutions, can be products of the
socio-political and cultural milieu in which they form, but this study also illustrates how existing
literary award scholarship has only begun to scratch the surface of the complexities of the
phenomenon. This book promotes a new approach to considering literary prizes, proposing that the
concept of the literary awards hierarchy can contribute to emerging and developing discourses
pertaining to literary, and indeed cultural, prizes more broadly.



  michel faber under the skin: A History of the Booker Prize Merritt Moseley, 2021-08-30 In
this book, Merritt Moseley offers a brief history of the Booker Prize since 1992. With a short chapter
covering each year, we follow the change in criteria, the highs and lows, short lists, winners, and
controversies of the Booker Prize. The book also functions as an example of literary criticism for
each of the books involved, analyzing the judging process and the winning books. Exploring themes
such as literary vs. popular fiction, the role of Postcolonial work in what began as a very British
prize, the role of marketing, publishing, and the Booker organization itself, the book offers a crucial
view into literary prize culture. The book spends time looking at exclusions, as well as the overall
role and function of the literary prize. What books aren’t included and why? Why has the Booker
become so significant? This book will be of use to anyone with an interest in, or studying,
contemporary literature, literary prizes, literary culture and British literature, as well as publishing
studies.
  michel faber under the skin: Reading on Location Luisa Moncada, 2016-12-01 From the
charming city of Bath, featured in Jane Austen's Persuasion, to the Amazon of Mario Vargas Llosa's
La Casa Verde, this unique travel guide brings you to the places you've only read about. Whether
you want to learn more about a destination or follow in the footsteps of a favorite character, Reading
on Location helps you make the most of your trip.
  michel faber under the skin: The Book of Strange New Things Michel Faber, 2014-10-28 A
monumental, genre-defying novel that David Mitchell calls Michel Faber’s second masterpiece, The
Book of Strange New Things is a masterwork from a writer in full command of his many talents. It
begins with Peter, a devoted man of faith, as he is called to the mission of a lifetime, one that takes
him galaxies away from his wife, Bea. Peter becomes immersed in the mysteries of an astonishing
new environment, overseen by an enigmatic corporation known only as USIC. His work introduces
him to a seemingly friendly native population struggling with a dangerous illness and hungry for
Peter’s teachings—his Bible is their “book of strange new things.” But Peter is rattled when Bea’s
letters from home become increasingly desperate: typhoons and earthquakes are devastating whole
countries, and governments are crumbling. Bea’s faith, once the guiding light of their lives, begins to
falter. Suddenly, a separation measured by an otherworldly distance, and defined both by one newly
discovered world and another in a state of collapse, is threatened by an ever-widening gulf that is
much less quantifiable. While Peter is reconciling the needs of his congregation with the desires of
his strange employer, Bea is struggling for survival. Their trials lay bare a profound meditation on
faith, love tested beyond endurance, and our responsibility to those closest to us. Marked by the
same bravura storytelling and precise language that made The Crimson Petal and the White such an
international success, The Book of Strange New Things is extraordinary, mesmerizing, and replete
with emotional complexity and genuine pathos.
  michel faber under the skin: Literature in the Age of Lingua Franca English Justin Quinn,
2024-12-30 The English language is now a lingua franca spoken by about two billion people. This
insightful study considers how a bridge language affects world literature by analyzing what it is, how
it works, what are its themes, what it means for canons, and how it is mediated. Cultural criticism
often employs perspectives of race, citizenship, and colonialism, as well as considerations of scale
(archipelagic, planetary), form (analogies between the literary and the social), and technologies (as
they inflect artifacts). These approaches help rethink the new dynamics of anglophone literature, but
they have often overlooked one of the basic elements of literature – the language itself. Literatures
in English vernaculars have flourished, and Justin Quinn shows that writers are also creating a new
idiom in English that is not fixed to a particular locale or community. While sentences may become
simpler, the vocabulary range narrower, and rich cultural references lost, Quinn reveals how much
this new form of writing gains. He explores the work of a wide range of authors, including Daisy
Hildyard, Kim Stanley Robinson, Bryan Washington, Yiyun Li, and Terrance Hayes. Literature in the
Age of Lingua Franca English: The Zero Style is an innovative and illuminating resource for students
and scholars of global anglophone literature, comparative literature, and cultural studies.
  michel faber under the skin: I'm Thinking of Ending Things Iain Reid, 2017-03-21 Includes



Reader's Guide with discussion questions.
  michel faber under the skin: Stay John Clute, 2016-11-24 Stay gathers together 100,000
words of reviews, plus short fiction by John Clute, and was originally published to coincide with
Loncon3 (the 2014 World Science Fiction Convention) at which he was one of the Guests of Honour.
Also included is a complete reprint of the text of The Darkening Garden.
  michel faber under the skin: Contemporary Cinema and the Philosophy of Iris Murdoch
Bolton Lucy Bolton, 2019-05-22 Iris Murdoch was not only one of post-war Britain's most celebrated
and prolific novelists - she was also an influential philosopher, whose work was concerned with the
question of the good and how we can see our moral worlds more clearly. Murdoch believed that
paying attention to art is a way for us to become less self-centred, and this book argues that cinema
is the perfect form of art to enable us to do this. Bringing together Murdoch's moral philosophy and
contemporary cinema to build a dialogue about vision, ethics and love, author Lucy Bolton
encourages us to view cinema as a way of studying other worlds and moral journeys, and to reflect
upon their ethical significance in the world of the film and in our daily lives.
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