john deere model a tractor

john deere model a tractor is a classic piece of agricultural machinery that
has stood the test of time, embodying durability, versatility, and timeless
design. Originally produced by the renowned John Deere company, this tractor
model has become a symbol of reliable farming equipment for generations of
farmers worldwide. Whether you're a vintage tractor enthusiast, a collector,
or a modern-day farmer seeking a dependable working machine, understanding
the features, history, and applications of the John Deere Model A is
essential. In this comprehensive article, we will explore the history,
specifications, key features, uses, maintenance tips, and the legacy of the
John Deere Model A tractor, providing valuable insights for both enthusiasts
and users.

History and Development of the John Deere Model
A

Origins and Introduction

The John Deere Model A was introduced in 1934 as a successor to earlier
models, marking a significant evolution in John Deere's tractor lineup. It
was designed to meet the needs of small to medium-sized farms during the
Great Depression era, offering farmers a reliable and affordable option for
mechanized agriculture.

Design Evolution

Over its production span, which lasted until 1952, the Model A saw several
updates. Initially powered by a 20-horsepower engine, later versions included
enhancements in engine design, transmission, and overall durability. The
tractor's simple yet effective design made it easy to operate, maintain, and
repair, contributing to its popularity.

Legacy and Collectibility

Today, the John Deere Model A remains an iconic vintage tractor, highly
sought after by collectors and enthusiasts. Its historical significance,
coupled with its robust construction, makes it a prized restoration project
and display piece at vintage tractor shows.



Specifications of the John Deere Model A

Engine and Power

- Type: 2-cylinder, gasoline engine
- Horsepower: Approximately 20 HP

- Displacement: 183 cubic inches

- Cooling System: Water-cooled

- Fuel Capacity: Around 10 gallons

Transmission and Drivetrain

- Gear System: 3-speed transmission with reverse
- Drive Type: Rear-wheel drive
- Clutch: Dry plate clutch

Dimensions and Weight

- Length: About 106 inches

- Width: Approximately 66 inches

- Height: 66 inches to the steering wheel
- Weight: Around 3,600 pounds

Additional Features

- Tires: Available with various tire sizes for different applications
- Hydraulics: Optional hydraulic lift for implements

- Accessories: Wide range of implements such as plows, harrows, and
cultivators

Key Features and Benefits of the John Deere
Model A

Durability and Reliability

The Model A was built with high-quality steel and a robust engine, ensuring
years of dependable operation. Its simple mechanical systems made repairs
straightforward, even in remote farm locations.



Versatility in Agricultural Tasks

This tractor was designed to handle a variety of farm chores, including:
- Plowing

- Cultivating

- Harrowing

- Hauling trailers

Its compatibility with numerous implements made it a versatile workhorse for
diverse farming needs.

Ease of Operation

The straightforward controls and ergonomic design made the Model A accessible
to farmers with varying levels of experience. Its large steering wheel, clear
gauges, and simple gear shifting contributed to user-friendly operation.

Maintenance and Upkeep

Regular maintenance was simple due to its accessible engine components.
Routine tasks included:

- Changing engine o0il

- Replacing spark plugs

- Adjusting the clutch and belts

- Inspecting tires and hydraulics

Proper maintenance extended the lifespan of the tractor significantly.

Applications and Uses of the John Deere Model A

Historical Agricultural Use

In its prime, the Model A was a vital tool for small to medium farms, helping
to increase productivity and reduce manual labor. Its ability to attach a
wide range of implements made it adaptable to different crops and farming
techniques.

Modern-Day Restoration and Collecting

Today, the Model A is primarily used for:
- Vintage tractor shows

- Restoration projects

- Educational demonstrations



Many enthusiasts restore these tractors to their original condition,
preserving agricultural history.

Modern Alternatives and Compatibility

While the Model A is largely a vintage machine today, some farmers and
collectors modify or adapt it to modern implements where feasible,
maintaining its relevance in niche applications.

How to Maintain and Restore a John Deere Model
A

Restoration Tips

Restoring a John Deere Model A involves:

- Thorough cleaning and rust removal

- Replacing worn or broken parts

- Repainting to original colors (green and yellow)
- Rebuilding the engine if necessary

- Ensuring all moving parts are properly lubricated

Maintenance Routine

To keep a Model A in working condition, adhere to:
Regular oil changes

Spark plug inspections and replacements

Tire inspections and inflation

Checking and adjusting the clutch and brakes
Inspecting hydraulic systems for leaks
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Where to Find Parts and Resources

- Vintage tractor parts suppliers

- John Deere dealer networks specializing in restoration parts
- Online forums and communities dedicated to vintage tractors
- Restoration manuals and guides



Buying a John Deere Model A: What to Consider

Assessing Condition

- Check for rust and corrosion

- Inspect engine compression and running condition
- Evaluate hydraulic and electrical systems

- Review maintenance history if available

Pricing and Value

- Restored models can range from $10,000 to $25,000
- Good condition, unrestored units may cost less
- Rarity and originality significantly influence value

Where to Purchase

- Vintage tractor auctions

- Online marketplaces

- Tractor shows and swap meets
- Specialty dealerships

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the John
Deere Model A

The John Deere Model A tractor remains an enduring symbol of American
agricultural history. Its classic design, reliable performance, and
versatility have made it a beloved machine among farmers, collectors, and
vintage tractor enthusiasts. Whether used in a modern setting for restoration
projects or displayed as a historical artifact, the Model A continues to
inspire admiration and respect. Its legacy is a testament to John Deere’s
commitment to quality and innovation in the realm of agricultural machinery.

If you're considering acquiring a vintage tractor or are passionate about
preserving farming history, the John Deere Model A offers a remarkable
combination of nostalgia, functionality, and timeless appeal. Proper care and
restoration can ensure that this iconic tractor will continue to be
appreciated for generations to come.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main features of the John Deere Model A
tractor?

The John Deere Model A tractor features a 20-horsepower two-cylinder engine,
a 3-speed transmission, and a simple, durable design suitable for small farms
and tillage tasks.

Is the John Deere Model A suitable for vintage
tractor collectors?

Yes, the John Deere Model A is a popular vintage tractor model, highly sought
after by collectors due to its historical significance and classic design.

What is the typical value of a restored John Deere
Model A tractor?

Restored John Deere Model A tractors can range from $5,000 to $15,000,
depending on the condition, originality, and level of restoration.

Are parts for the John Deere Model A still
available?

Yes, many parts for the John Deere Model A are still available through
vintage tractor parts suppliers, online marketplaces, and salvage yards.

What maintenance is required for a vintage John
Deere Model A?

Regular maintenance includes oil changes, carburetor cleaning, spark plug
replacement, and lubrication of moving parts to keep the tractor running
smoothly.

Can a John Deere Model A be restored to working
condition?

Absolutely, with proper parts, expertise, and effort, a vintage John Deere
Model A can be fully restored to operational condition and even used for
light farm work or display.



What are the common issues faced by John Deere Model
A tractors?

Common issues include worn-out pistons or cylinders, carburetor problems,
electrical wiring issues, and rust or corrosion on metal components.

Where can I find resources or communities for John
Deere Model A enthusiasts?

You can join vintage tractor clubs, online forums like Yesterday's Tractors,
and social media groups dedicated to John Deere collectors and restoration
enthusiasts.

Additional Resources

John Deere Model A Tractor: An In-Depth Review of an Agricultural Classic

The John Deere Model A tractor stands as an iconic symbol of early 20th-
century agricultural machinery, embodying innovation, reliability, and the
evolution of farming equipment. Introduced in the late 1930s, this tractor
played a pivotal role in transforming American agriculture by offering
farmers an efficient, versatile, and durable power source. Over the decades,
the Model A's legacy has persisted, with collectors and enthusiasts
cherishing it as a vintage relic that signifies the dawn of mechanized
farming. In this comprehensive review, we delve into the history, technical
specifications, operational capabilities, and enduring significance of the
John Deere Model A tractor, offering a detailed analysis suitable for
historians, collectors, and agricultural professionals alike.

Historical Background and Development of the
John Deere Model A

Origins and Evolution

The John Deere Model A was first introduced in 1934 as a successor to earlier
models designed to meet the rising demand for powerful, reliable farm
machinery. During the Great Depression era, John Deere & Co. sought to
develop a tractor that could handle a variety of farming tasks while
maintaining affordability and durability. The Model A was a significant step
forward, incorporating technological advancements and ergonomic improvements
to meet these needs.



Initially, the Model A was designed with a simple yet robust construction,
emphasizing ease of operation and maintenance. Its design was influenced by
the success of earlier John Deere models, but it incorporated refinements
that set new standards for utility and performance.

Impact on Agriculture

The introduction of the Model A revolutionized farming practices by replacing
manual labor and animal-powered equipment with mechanized solutions. Its
versatility allowed it to perform multiple tasks—plowing, planting,
cultivating, and hauling—-making it an indispensable asset for farmers. The
tractor's durability and simplicity contributed to increased productivity and
efficiency, fostering economic stability for farming communities during
challenging times.

Technical Specifications and Design Features

Engine and Powertrain

The John Deere Model A was equipped with a four-cylinder, gasoline-powered
engine that delivered approximately 20 horsepower. The engine's design
prioritized simplicity, ease of repair, and longevity. Key features included:

- Engine Type: Four-cylinder, vertical, water-cooled gasoline engine
- Displacement: Approximately 124 cubic inches

- Power Qutput: Around 20 HP at the drawbar

- Lubrication: Splash lubrication system

- Fuel Capacity: About 6 gallons, providing ample operational range

The powertrain was complemented by a multi-speed transmission, allowing
operators to adapt to varying field conditions. The standard gear range
offered speeds from approximately 1.5 to 4 miles per hour, suitable for
different tasks.

Chassis and Frame

The Model A featured a rigid, heavy-duty steel frame designed for durability
and stability. Its wheelbase measured roughly 78 inches, providing a balanced
platform for various implements. The tractor was equipped with large rear
wheels, typically about 36 inches in diameter, with lugged tires suitable for
traction in different terrains.



The front axle was rigid, with optional adjustable width to accommodate
different row spacings. The design prioritized robustness, with minimal
moving parts vulnerable to wear, ensuring longevity.

Hydraulics and Implements

While early models of the Model A had limited hydraulic capabilities, later
versions incorporated simple hydraulic systems for implement attachment and
lifting. The tractor was compatible with a wide array of implements,
including plows, harrows, cultivators, and wagons, underscoring its
versatility.

The three-point hitch system was not standard on the earliest models but
became more common in later iterations, facilitating easier implement
attachment and detachment.

Fuel Efficiency and Maintenance

Given its era, the Model A was designed with ease of maintenance in mind. The
engine's straightforward design meant that farmers and mechanics could
service it with basic tools. Regular maintenance tasks included oil changes,
carburetor tuning, and spark plug replacements—simple procedures compared to
modern standards.

Fuel efficiency was modest by today’s standards but considered acceptable at
the time, helping farmers manage operational costs effectively.

Operational Performance and Practical
Applications

Field Performance

The John Deere Model A was renowned for its reliable performance across
diverse farming operations. Its moderate horsepower allowed it to handle
medium-sized fields efficiently, with the ability to perform multiple tasks
without the need for additional machinery.

Its traction and stability facilitated consistent plowing and tillage, even
in challenging soil conditions. The tractor's simple gear system enabled
operators to select appropriate speeds for different implements, optimizing



work quality.

Ease of Use and Operator Comfort

While not designed with modern ergonomic standards, the Model A was
relatively user-friendly for its time. Features such as straightforward
controls, accessible engine components, and simple steering made operation
manageable for farmers without specialized training.

However, extended use could be physically demanding due to the lack of modern
suspension or comfort features. Nevertheless, its durability meant that
operators could rely on it for long hours of work with minimal breakdowns.

Maintenance and Longevity

The robust construction of the Model A contributed to its impressive
longevity. Many units have been preserved and restored by collectors, some
operating well beyond their original service life. Regular maintenance
practices, such as lubrication and part replacements, ensured continued
performance.

The tractor's design also facilitated field repairs, with accessible engine
parts and straightforward assembly, making it a favorite among farmers who
valued self-sufficiency.

Legacy and Collectibility

Historical Significance

The John Deere Model A holds a prominent place in the history of American
agriculture. It marked a transition from animal-powered to mechanized farming
and set the stage for later innovations in tractor design. Its widespread
adoption helped shape modern farming techniques and contributed to increased
crop yields and farm profitability.

Restoration and Preservation

Today, the Model A is highly sought after by vintage tractor enthusiasts and
collectors. Restoring a Model A involves meticulous attention to original



specifications, with many owners sourcing parts from specialized suppliers or
fabricating components themselves.

Restored units are often showcased at agricultural shows, vintage machinery
expos, and tractor parades, serving as educational tools and nostalgic
reminders of farming’s technological evolution.

Modern Influence and Relevance

While no longer in commercial production, the Model A's engineering
principles influence contemporary tractor design, emphasizing simplicity,
durability, and ease of maintenance. Its historical importance underscores
the value of accessible, reliable machinery in supporting sustainable and
efficient agriculture.

Conclusion: The Enduring Value of the John
Deere Model A

The John Deere Model A tractor epitomizes the pioneering spirit of early
mechanized agriculture. Its combination of straightforward design, dependable
performance, and historical significance cements its status as a classic. For
farmers of the past, it was a workhorse that transformed their livelihood;
for collectors today, it is a cherished relic representing innovation and
resilience.

Understanding the Model A's technical features and operational capabilities
offers valuable insights into the evolution of farming machinery. Its legacy
continues to influence modern tractor design and remains a testament to John
Deere's commitment to advancing agricultural productivity. Whether as a
working vintage tractor or a prized collector’s item, the Model A remains an
enduring symbol of agricultural progress and craftsmanship.

John Deere Model A Tractor

john deere model a tractor: Original John Deere Model A Brian Rukes, Andy Kraushaar, 2000
John Deere's Model A was one of the manufacturer's most successful tractors ever, with 327,000
units produced from 1934 to 1953. Exclusive photos depict showroom-condition tractors in exquisite
detail, with text, charts, and appendices to cover all the mechanical details. 210 photos, 200 in color

john deere model a tractor: The Big Book of John Deere Tractors Don MacMillan, 1999 9 x 12
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john deere model a tractor: The Complete Book of Classic John Deere Tractors Don
Macmillan, 2020-03-10 The Complete Book of Classic John Deere Tractors explores the range of
iconic “green tractors” with which Illinois-based John Deere has become one of the world’s most
recognizable brands. Part of Motorbooks’ Complete Book series, this fact-packed volume takes you
through dozens of John Deere farm models, beginning with the 1892 Waterloo Boy and ending with
the game-changing New Generation and Generation II lines. With selected text from The Bigger
Book of John Deere by late legendary Deere historian Don Macmillan, this book details year-to-year
model changes within each series and offers comprehensive specs charts compiled by Deere
authority John Dietz. In addition to the Waterloo Boy, you’ll witness the entire 40-plus years of
two-cylinder “Johnny Poppers,” from the 1924 Model D through the 830 Series models in 1960, and
the styled tractors of the prewar and postwar years. Also featured heavily are the groundbreaking
New Generation tractors launched to much fanfare in 1960 and their successors, the New
Generation II lineup with their Sound-Gard cabs. Standard, row-crop, orchard, and even a selection
of experimental models...they’re all here. In addition, you'll find coverage of John Deere’s rich
international heritage, with tractors produced in Spain, Germany, and Australia. [llustrated with
incredible color photography and period advertising, The Complete Book of Classic John Deere
Tractors isan essential edition for the library of any Deere fanatic.

john deere model a tractor: Vintage John Deere , 1996 A chronological history of the
two-cylinder John Deere tractor. This book clarifies changes in design and styling, as well as
variations in tractors built for different purposes.

john deere model a tractor: The Field Guide to John Deere Tractors Don Macmillan, 2002

john deere model a tractor: Legendary John Deere Tractors Andrew Morland, 2008-04-15
This book celebrates an icon of American agriculture and industry with more than 400 pictures of
legendary John Deere machines from one of world’s most famous tractor photographers.

john deere model a tractor: The Little Book of John Deere Don MacMillan, John Deere tractors
are the most popular tractors and hold a prominent place in agriculture’s history and present. The
Little Book of John Deere book pays tribute to this famous manufacturer by combining fabulous
four-color photographs, historical black-and-white photographs, vintage brochures along with
detailed captions.

john deere model a tractor: The Bigger Book of John Deere Tractors Randy Leffingwell, Don
Macmillan, Harold Brock, Andrew Morland, The Bigger Book of John Deere Tractors is a
model-by-model encyclopedia of John Deere tractors from their first appearance in 1892 to the
latest, 2009 models. Photographs showcase beautifully restored tractors as well as unique paintings
and artwork from the Deere archives, rare and valuable original brochures, and studio photos of
John Deere toys and models. For tractor enthusiasts, John Deere aficionados, and devotees of
American farm machinery at its finest, this big book is an unparalleled compendium of pictures and
facts, the best look ever at the incomparable John Deere.

john deere model a tractor: John Deere Model A Brian Rukes Andy Kraushaar,

john deere model a tractor: John Deere Tractors Scott Webb, 2015-03-18 Be amazed at the
toughest work horse America has ever seen. With so much lush photography, you will see exactly
why nothing runs like a Deere.

john deere model a tractor: Original John Deere Letter Series Tractors, 1923-1954 Brian
Rukes Andy Kraushaar, The 1923 Model D represented a watershed for Deere & Company insomuch
as it was the implement-maker's first foray into tractor production after purchasing the Waterloo
Gasoline Traction Engine Company. Ideal for those seeking authentic restorations, this marvelous
color guide examines all of Deere's post-merger Letter Series tractors through the 1954 Model R.
Each chapter features exhaustive data, color photography depicting handsomely restored tractors in
evocative settings and up-close detail shots. Covers industrial tractors and crawlers, as well as
agricultural models.

john deere model a tractor: Small John Deere Tractors Rod Beemer, 2002 During the initial




wave of powered farming in the early 20th century, most medium- to large-scale farmers traded in
their mules for tractors. In the 1930s, when manufacturers began marketing their wares to the
holdouts, they began building smaller, inexpensive tractors designed to do the work of two mules.
This color history covers John Deere's entries in the market, namely its extremely popular
two-cylinder models: the L, LA, M, MC, 40, 420, 320, 430, and 330. Today, these models are some of
the most popular among the old-tractor crowd. New color photography features restored models
today and is supplemented by archival images from the early 20th century. Sidebars examine John
Deere's competitors in the class.

john deere model a tractor: John Deere Two Cylinder Tractors Rod Beemer, An ECS covering
John Deere tractors from day one to today. The perfect primer for the new beginning tractor
enthusiast looking to become acquainted with the topic.

john deere model a tractor: John Deere Model "L" Tractor Deere & Company, 19??

john deere model a tractor: The World's Greatest John Deere Tractor Poster Book Brenda C.
Canales, Voyageur Press, With 43 full-color posters of classic and modern John Deere tractors, these
posters are ideal for the collection of boys both young and old. Perforated for easy tear-out, the
posters feature a wealth of information about each tractor on the back, as well as some fun facts
about the Deere & Company’s famous machines.

john deere model a tractor: John Deere Tractors Holly Bollinger, 2004 John Deere's two
cylinder tractors helped build a solid foundation for this American institution--not to mention the
nation. John Deere Tractors retraces the early history of the company and its production of these
popular models. Far from a simple listing, however, the book is about how the tractors fit into the
larger drama of a company, a nation, and a world undergoing tremendous change from 1918 to
1960. From the Waterloo Boy to the 30 Series, each model is described in its historical context
includes information such as production numbers and specifications, and is placed in a unique, artful
timeline.

john deere model a tractor: John Deere Tractor Data Book : Two-Cylinder Models Through
1960 Lorry Dunning,

john deere model a tractor: John Deere Model A Photo Archive P. A. Letourneau, 1994 This
book includes 134 black and white rare photos and illustrations hand-picked from the Deere &
Company Corporate Archives. Row crop, standard, orchard and industrial version of this popular
tractor are featured at work in the field and in detailed studio photos.

john deere model a tractor: The Complete John Deere Peter Henshaw, 2003 For a century,
John Deere has been synonymous with powered farming. From its turn-of-the-century debut to
today's world-class tractors, John Deere is the leader in its field. This book provides a highly
illustrated review of all the great John Deeres, including rare prototypes.Features:, Detailed
photography of every significant John Deere model produced., Includes rare prototypes, Oversize
trim, excellent value

john deere model a tractor: Standard Catalog of John Deere Tractors 1st Robert Pripps,
2011-02-28 This well researched, all-color reference spans some of the most developmentally
significant years of John Deere production history. Listings for each model produced between 1917
and 1972 include features, history, original price, variations of the model, Nebraska Test data and
serial numbers. Current collector pricing information as well as two or more large color photographs
and 3-4 detail photos are provided for each listing. Enthusiasts and collectors of John Deere tractors
will enjoy this informative guide's outline of the company, which includes historical data as well as
photos. This resource guide also features information on books, magazines, web sites, museums,
clubs, dealers and other sources for information on John Deere tractors.
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