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Hang Out the Washing on the Siegfried Line: An In-Depth Exploration

Introduction: The Symbolism Behind the Phrase

Hang out the washing on the Siegfried Line is a phrase that resonates with historical significance, cultural
memory, and poetic imagery. At first glance, it appears to be a straightforward reference to a mundane
activity—drying clothes on a military fortification during wartime. However, beneath this simple phrase lies a
complex interplay of history, symbolism, and emotional resonance. This article aims to explore the origins,
meanings, and cultural impact of this evocative phrase, delving into its historical context, literary
significance, and the broader themes it encapsulates.

Historical Context of the Phrase

The Siegfried Line: A Brief Overview

The Siegfried Line, also known as the Westwall, was a defensive barrier constructed by Nazi Germany along its
western borders. Extending approximately 630 kilometers (390 miles) from the Dutch border to the Swiss
border, it consisted of bunkers, tunnels, minefields, and anti-tank defenses. Built primarily during the 1930s, it
was intended to prevent an invasion from Western Allies, particularly France and Belgium.

Constructed between 1936 and 1939

Served as a formidable military fortification

Symbolized German military strength and preparation for war

Historical Significance of the Phrase

The phrase "hang out the washing on the Siegfried Line" is believed to have originated during or after the Second
World War, capturing the reality of soldiers and civilians living in wartime conditions. The act of hanging out
washing—clothes, bedding, or other laundry—on the line was a common domestic activity, but placing it on a
military fortification like the Siegfried Line imbued it with symbolic meaning.

The phrase can be interpreted as a metaphor for the persistence of everyday life amidst the chaos of war. It
suggests that even in the face of destruction and conflict, ordinary routines continue, and human dignity
endures. Additionally, it may evoke a sense of irony or resilience, highlighting how people adapt to wartime
hardships.

Literary and Cultural Interpretations



Poetry and Literature

The phrase has been famously used in poetry to evoke nostalgia, resilience, or the stark contrast between war
and domestic life. For example, the poet Ivor Gurney used similar imagery to reflect on the soldiers’ experiences
during World War I, capturing the juxtaposition of mundane activities against the backdrop of war’s
devastation.

Symbol of normalcy amidst chaos1.

Representation of human resilience2.

Metaphor for the endurance of civilian life3.

Popular Culture and Media

Over time, the phrase has found its way into songs, films, and historical narratives, often used to evoke a
sense of wartime nostalgia or to comment on the resilience of ordinary people. While not as widespread as some
other war-related idioms, it remains a poignant emblem of the human spirit enduring through adversity.

Broader Themes and Symbolism

The Irony of Domestic Life in Wartime

The phrase underscores an ironic truth: despite the destructive power of war, daily life persists. Hanging out
the washing—an act associated with peace, routine, and domesticity—continues even on the formidable
Siegfried Line, illustrating how ordinary human activities refuse to be eradicated by conflict.

Resilience and Human Spirit

In a broader sense, "hanging out the washing on the Siegfried Line" symbolizes resilience. It suggests that even in
the face of adversity, people find ways to maintain their routines, uphold their dignity, and preserve hope. This
enduring spirit is a central theme in many narratives of wartime and resistance.

Contrast Between War and Peace

The phrase also highlights the stark contrast between the destructive nature of war and the peaceful act of
drying clothes. This juxtaposition emphasizes the absurdity of war’s devastation and the resilience of everyday
life that continues despite it.

Modern Reflections and Interpretations

Historical Memory and Commemoration

Today, the phrase serves as a reminder of the resilience of ordinary people during wartime. It is often invoked in
historical commemorations, literature, and discussions about civilian life during conflicts. It encourages



reflection on how normalcy persists amid chaos and destruction.

Lessons from the Past

Understanding the phrase and its origins offers insight into the human capacity to adapt and endure. It reminds
us that even during the darkest times, the routines of daily life—like hanging out the washing—serve as acts
of defiance, hope, and resilience.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of the Phrase

"Hang out the washing on the Siegfried Line" encapsulates a profound truth about human nature: resilience in
the face of adversity. Originally rooted in the historical context of wartime Europe, it has transcended its
literal meaning to become a symbol of endurance, routine, and the persistence of life amid chaos. Whether viewed
through the lens of history, literature, or cultural memory, the phrase continues to evoke a sense of hope and
resilience that resonates across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'hang out the washing on the Siegfried line' mean in a
historical context?

It is a metaphorical expression referring to the act of revealing or exposing one's secrets or intentions, similar
to the literal act of hanging laundry on a line, with the 'Siegfried line' referencing the German defensive line
during World War II, symbolizing a defensive or guarded stance.

Is 'hang out the washing on the Siegfried line' a common idiom or phrase used
today?

No, it is a relatively obscure phrase that originates from historical wartime references and is rarely used in
modern everyday language, though it may appear in historical or literary discussions.

How did the phrase 'hang out the washing on the Siegfried line' originate?

The phrase is believed to have emerged during or after World War II, using the imagery of hanging laundry on the
Siegfried line, a German defensive line, to symbolize exposing or revealing secrets or vulnerabilities.

Can this phrase be used metaphorically in modern conversation?

Yes, it can be used metaphorically to describe situations where someone is revealing their plans, secrets, or
vulnerabilities, though it's more poetic or literary and not common in everyday speech.

Are there similar phrases in other languages or cultures that refer to
exposing secrets?

Yes, many cultures have idioms about revealing secrets, such as 'letting the cat out of the bag' in English,
which similarly mean revealing hidden information.



What is the significance of the Siegfried line in this phrase?

The Siegfried line was a formidable German defensive barrier, and in the phrase, it symbolizes a boundary or
barrier that, when 'hung out the washing,' suggests the barrier has been breached or secrets are being exposed.

Is there any literary or artistic work that references this phrase?

The phrase is not widely referenced in mainstream literature or art; it remains primarily a historical or idiomatic
expression with limited usage in popular culture.

Additional Resources
Hang out the washing on the Siegfried Line: An Analytical Exploration of History, Cultural Significance, and
Literary Context

---

Introduction: Unpacking the Phrase

The phrase "hang out the washing on the Siegfried Line" is a vivid and evocative expression rooted in historical,
cultural, and literary contexts. At first glance, it appears to be a simple reference to laundry hanging on a
specific line—namely, the Siegfried Line, a formidable German defensive barrier during World War II. However,
beneath this surface lies a complex tapestry of symbolism, historical memory, and literary resonance that
warrants a comprehensive exploration. This article aims to dissect the origins, meanings, and implications of
this phrase, weaving together historical facts, cultural insights, and literary analysis to provide a nuanced
understanding.

---

The Historical Context of the Siegfried Line

What Was the Siegfried Line?

The Siegfried Line, known in German as "Westwall" (Western Wall), was a vast system of defensive
fortifications constructed by Nazi Germany along its western border with France and Belgium. Built primarily
between 1936 and 1940, the line stretched approximately 630 kilometers (390 miles) and consisted of bunkers,
tunnels, tank traps, and anti-tank ditches. Its purpose was to deter or slow an invasion from Western Allies
and to serve as a formidable barrier in the event of conflict.

Strategic Significance and Military Use

The Siegfried Line played a critical role in German military strategy. It was designed to:

- Serve as a physical barrier to slow advancing Allied forces.
- Complicate invasion plans by forcing armies into predictable routes.
- Provide a psychological advantage, bolstering German confidence and deterring attacks.

However, its effectiveness was debated. During the Battle of France (1940), German forces bypassed the line
via the Ardennes Forest, rendering it less significant in the actual conflict. Later, during the Cold War, the
line's remnants became a symbol of division and the tension between East and West.

Post-War Legacy and Symbolism

After WWII, the Siegfried Line's strategic relevance waned, but its symbolic weight persisted. It represented the
militarized German nationalism of the era, the destructive potential of totalitarian regimes, and the scars of
war. Its remnants today serve as historical monuments, tourist sites, and stark reminders of conflict.



---

Literary and Cultural Significance

The Phrase as Literature and Metaphor

The phrase "hang out the washing on the Siegfried Line" has been popularized by British poet and broadcaster
John Betjeman, who used it in his poem “Siegfried Line” (1957). The line references the act of hanging laundry on
the border, evoking images of domesticity intertwined with military and political boundaries.

- Metaphorical Meanings:
- Everyday life amidst conflict: Hanging out washing symbolizes normal, domestic routines, even in times of war
or tension.
- Borders and divisions: The Siegfried Line as a physical and psychological boundary, with mundane activities
like laundry crossing or existing along it.
- Memory and history: The act of hanging washing on the line as a symbol of resilience, routine, and the
persistence of life amid upheaval.

Cultural Resonance

The phrase has resonated beyond literary circles, often used colloquially or in media to evoke a sense of
juxtaposition between the mundane and the monumental. It encapsulates the tension between everyday life and
the shadow of conflict that looms over societies.

---

Analyzing the Phrase: Themes and Implications

Domesticity and Resistance

Hanging out washing is a quintessentially domestic activity, associated with daily life, routine, and normalcy.
When linked with the Siegfried Line, it suggests that ordinary people continue their routines despite the presence
of formidable political or military boundaries. This act can be seen as a form of quiet resistance or resilience.

Boundaries and Crossings

The line—whether literal or metaphorical—serves as a boundary that separates different worlds: peace and
war, normalcy and chaos, East and West. Hanging laundry on such a boundary symbolizes the permeable nature
of borders, where life persists despite their rigidity.

The Irony of the Mundane and the Monumental

There is a stark irony in mundane activities like hanging out washing being associated with a heavily fortified
military line. This juxtaposition highlights how ordinary life continues in the face of extraordinary
circumstances, underscoring human resilience.

Political and Cultural Commentary

The phrase also invites reflection on how societies manage boundaries—whether physical borders or
ideological divides—and how daily routines adapt or persist within these spaces. It can serve as a critique of
militarization, or alternatively, as a nostalgic remembrance of simpler times before conflict.

---

Variations and Usage in Modern Contexts

Literary and Artistic Usage

Writers and artists have employed the phrase to evoke nostalgia, critique modern borders, or explore themes



of division. It appears in poetry, visual art, and commentary as a symbol of endurance and the absurdity of
war.

Political and Social Discourse

In contemporary political discourse, the phrase is occasionally invoked to comment on border issues, national
identity, or the persistence of everyday life amid political upheaval. It underscores the universality of daily
routines regardless of geopolitical tensions.

Popular Culture and Media

While not as widespread in popular culture, the phrase occasionally appears in documentaries, historical
retrospectives, or travel literature referencing the physical remnants of the Siegfried Line or similar
fortifications.

---

Critical Perspectives and Interpretations

A Symbol of Resilience or Complacency?

Some interpret the act of hanging laundry on the Siegfried Line as an optimistic symbol of resilience—life
continues despite adversity. Others see it as a form of complacency or normalization of borders and divisions
that should be challenged.

The Politics of Memory

The phrase also raises questions about collective memory and how societies choose to remember or forget
their conflicts. The mundane act of laundry hanging becomes a vessel for cultural memory, embedding historical
trauma within everyday life.

The Role of Literature in Shaping Meaning

Poets like John Betjeman have used this phrase to infuse humor, irony, and depth into their work, shaping its
interpretation and cultural resonance. Literature thus acts as a bridge connecting historical realities with
personal and collective narratives.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the Phrase

The expression "hang out the washing on the Siegfried Line" encapsulates a rich interplay of history, culture,
and symbolism. It reminds us that beneath the surface of military fortifications and political boundaries lie the
routines, resilience, and everyday acts of ordinary people. Its layered meanings—ranging from resistance and
endurance to irony and critique—make it a potent metaphor for understanding how societies navigate divisions
and conflicts.

As history continues to unfold in various forms—be they physical borders or ideological divides—the phrase
remains a powerful reminder of the persistent human capacity to maintain normalcy amidst chaos. Whether
viewed through a literary lens, a historical perspective, or a cultural critique, "hang out the washing on the
Siegfried Line" endures as a striking symbol of life's persistence at the margins of conflict, inviting reflection on
the enduring resilience of the human spirit.

---
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Hang Out The Washing On The Siegfried Line

  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: Hitler's Airwaves H. J. P. Bergmeier, Rainer E.
Lotz, 1997-01-01 Jazz was banned from German broadcasting as soon as the Nazis came to power in
1933. Yet throughout World War II, American jazz and swing were core components of the Third
Reich's propaganda. Jazz classics such as W.C. Handy's famous St. Louis Blues, their lyrics neatly
tampered with, came over the airwaves, alongside the famous Germany Calling programmes
directed at Britain and allied forces around the world.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: Unleash The Fury Joseph Paul D'Aquisto,
2025-06-02 “Justice knows no borders, but in a land of shadows, doing the right thing could cost him
everything.” John Sandes, a retired American police detective turned freelance investigator,
embarks on what he hopes will be a peaceful vacation in the lush and exotic landscapes of Sri Lanka.
But when a chance encounter plunges him into the heart of a violent feud between two ruthless
criminal gangs, his plans for relaxation vanish in an instant. As he navigates this dangerous
environment, he grapples with his simmering rage. He must battle against external and internal
demons, as he confronts the lawlessness around and the turmoil buried deep within. As the stakes
rise, John is forced to confront not only the ruthless killers who will stop at nothing but also his own
code of justice. Struggling to stay one step ahead where danger lurks around every corner, will his
unwavering moral compass lead him to victory—or to his demise? In this gripping East-West Action
Thriller, John Sandes faces his most dangerous challenge yet in a race against time to save himself
and those caught in the crossfire.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: Whistling in the Dark Jean R. Freedman,
2021-10-21 Few historical images are more powerful than those of wartime London. Having survived
a constant barrage of German bombs, the city is remembered as an island of courage and defiance.
These wartime images are still in use today to support a wide variety of political viewpoints. But how
well do such descriptions match the memories of those who survived the blitz? Jean Freedman
interviewed more than fifty people who remember London during the war, focusing on
under-represented groups, including women, Jews, and working-class citizens. In addition she
examined original propaganda, secret government documents, wartime diaries, and postwar
memoirs. Of particular significance to Freedman were the contemporary music, theater, film,
speeches, and radio drama used by the British government to shape public opinion and impart
political messages. Such bits of everyday life are mentioned in virtually every civilian's experience of
wartime London but their interpretations of them often clashed with their government's intentions.
By exploring the differences between wartime documentation and postwar memory, oral and written
artifacts, and the voices of the powerful and the obscure, Freedman illuminates the complex
interactions between myth and history. She concludes that there are as many interpretations of what
really happened during Britain's finest hour as there are people who remember it.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: Patton's Pawns Tony Le Tissier, 2007-04-29
Abstract: The 94th US Infantry Division was an organization formed late in the Second World War,
made up of draft-deferred university students as enlisted men and an officer corps pulled together
from various domestic postings. This book presents a study of the fighting between the 94th US
Infantry Division and their German counterparts.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: Countdown to Freedom Willem Ridder, 2007-09
Countdown to Freedom is the story of a young Dutch boy from the big port city of Rotterdam,
Holland who experienced first-hand the invasion of his country by the Nazis in 1940, the wanton
bombing of the city by the German Luftwaffe, numerous bombings by the Allied Air forces,
persecution of the Jewish population, reprisal killings, the gradual loss of all freedoms, the taking of
thousands of slave laborers, the terrible 'hunger winter' of 1944/1945 when thousands of people
starved to death and the dropping of food by B-17's and Lancasters to the starving population
toward the end of the war. Throughout the war the desire to be free became an obsession. But not
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all was gloom and doom. There were funny moments and the population never lost its sense of
humor. The family enjoyed some good times and laughed but those moments were always
experienced under the oppressive Nazi cloak. Symbols of freedom were the contrails of thousands of
bombers that would fly over Rotterdam on their way to targets in Germany and the lone Spitfire that
one time swooped down low, rocked its wings several times, waved at us and then sped away. But it
is not just Freedom for its own sake rather what in the end the cost of that freedom was. That is the
story and the message the author would like to get across.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: Children’s Propaganda Games of the Second
World War Nicholas Milton, 2024-07-31 From puzzles and cards to pinball and die games, find out
about the children's games produced as propaganda during World War II. During the Second World
War, hundreds of games were manufactured by the British, Germans and Americans aimed at
children. Despite being cheaply made due to the wartime economy, the games were often fun to play
and challenging to win. They also had considerable propaganda value helping to manipulate children
into supporting the war. To get their attention, many of the games incorporated dramatic artwork
and were based on real wartime events from the evacuation of children in 1939 to the dropping of
the atomic bomb in 1945. This book features a large selection of different games produced by the
British, Germans and Americans and tells the stories behind their wartime propaganda. The Nazis in
particular prided themselves on producing games which promoted and glamourised war, exploiting
children's patriotism and pride in German conquests. Some of their most insidious games included
Juden Raus! (Jews Out!) and Bomber u?ber England (Bomber over England). However, the British
and Americans also produced unethical games like Target for Tonight which promoted the carpet
bombing of Germany and Atomic Bomb, a dexterity puzzle about the nuclear bombing of Japan. The
games featured in this book include roll and move games with a board and die, pinball and similar
‘shooting’ games, dexterity and other puzzles and card games. They were made out of paper, card,
wood, rubber, bakelite plastic and initially metal. Remarkably despite wartime restrictions games
were manufactured throughout the conflict to meet the demand from boys and girls as they closely
followed the changing fortunes of the war. Today many of the games have become scarce so for
collectors a guide to their value and rarity is included.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: Hitler's Siegfried Line Neil Short, 2007-04-19
Built by Nazi Germany between 1936 and 1938, over 500,000 workers were involved in its
construction. This book gives a detailed historical background to the Siegfried Line, and a guide to
what is left to see of it today. The line was not designed to thwart a full-scale offensive, but rather to
delay any attack sufficiently to allow the German reserves to mobilise. In the 'phoney war' (1939-40)
it was effective enough to prevent the French from launching a pre-emptive strike when German
forces were heavily engaged in Poland. Certain sections of the defences saw some of the fiercest
fighting of the Second World War. Much has since been dismantled, but some still remains today.
This, the first English-language guide to the Siegfried Line, is fully illustrated and will appeal to
anyone interested in the rise and fall of Hitler and Nazism, or in the Second World War in general.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: Passive Conflict Irene Camus Smith,
2023-08-18 Born on the serene island of Jersey, Irene Camus Smith’s life took an unexpected turn as
the shadows of war descended upon her homeland. The Channel Islands, Britain’s oldest
possessions, faced the threat of Hitler’s invasion during World War II. When the islands were
demilitarized and left defenceless, German forces swiftly occupied them for five arduous years,
marking Hitler’s triumph of setting foot on British soil after centuries. The Channel Islanders
endured unimaginable hardships under occupation, particularly during the siege that followed the
Allied invasion of Normandy. Facing starvation and struggling to survive, their resilience was tested
to the core. Among the countless stories of struggle, Irene’s family narrative unfolds, capturing the
essence of the islanders’ collective experience. Through their journey, we witness the strength of the
human spirit amid adversity, as bonds are tested, and sacrifices made. In this poignant tale of
survival and hope, Irene Camus Smith’s remarkable story stands as a testament to the unwavering
resilience of the Channel Islanders during one of history’s darkest chapters.



  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: The Morning Side of the Hill Marion
Houldsworth, 2010 This is an account of life in wartime Townsville. Vivid recollections capture and
convey the very atmosphere of the times of school of games Sunday School picnics the very houses
we lived in. I felt myself drawn back to my own childhood. The seemingly effortless writing and
detailed descriptions of places and events are evocative of a remarkable period in Australian history.
- Nancy Armati Townsville.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: Fallen Angel Stefan Allsebrook,
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: The Music of World War II: War Songs and Their
Stories Sheldon Winkler, 2019-07 Merriam Press World War 2 History. Some of the most memorable
and enduring popular music of the Twentieth Century was written during the Second World War.
With patriotism at an all-time high, the war effort became an integral part of the entertainment
industry, creating an emotional wartime dream world of heroes, love, remembrance, reflection, and
introspection. The Music of World War II tells the stories behind the origins of many of these musical
compositions, some of which have survived to become standards still popular today. Contents:
Preface; Introduction: The Music of the Second World War; My Sister and I: The True Story; Love,
Separation, and Homecoming; Patriotism; Tribute; Military Service; Faith, Hope, and Devotion;
Novelty; Epilogue; Acknowledgments; Bibliography. 54 photos and illustrations, bibliography.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: Don't You Know There's A War On? Nigel Rees,
2014-12-08 Nigel Rees presents a nostalgic and witty guide to wartime catchphrases, from the now
ubiquitous 'Keep Calm and Carry On' to lesser-known gems such as 'lions led by donkeys'. Following
his hugely popular survey of domestic sayings, More Tea Vicar?, Rees returns with a witty and
fascinating examination of the catchphrases that saw us through wartime Britain and are still
relevant in times of crisis today. Including domestic phrases of the time, propaganda, and slang
developed by soldiers abroad, the book describes the provenance and development of these
intriguing, quirky and sometimes crude phrases that were born out of times of conflict and have in
many cases become part of our language.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: Fred and Leah M J Dees, 2019-01-27 At a time of
war, soldiers are not always the only casualties. On September 3rd, 1939, Fred knew he would have
no choice but to go to France and fight. However, when he found himself among the thousands of
men stranded after the Dunkirk evacuation, he had no idea when he would see his wife Leah and his
two children again. Leah is left trying to raise her two children by herself but, even she can't stop
the bombs from falling on her street. M J Dees' fourth novel and his first historical novel, Fred and
Leah, is based on a real life love story of two people whose lives were irrevocably altered by war.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: World War II Richmond, Virginia Walter S.
Griggs Jr., 2013-10-15 The effects of the war raging across Europe were visible in Richmond as early
as 1939, and Richmonders are always ready to fight for their cause. In that year, the city saw its first
parking meters on the streets and began to collect aluminum scrap for use in war industries. In
1940, pursuant to the new draft law, Richmond's sons between the ages of twenty-one and thirty-five
registered for the draft. While bomb shelters were put up all over the town, dances were held to
maintain local morale. Even as local German families faced discrimination, Richmonders strived for
a sense of unity and solidarity. Author and historian Walter Griggs Jr. revives this conflicted spirit,
memorializing the sorrow and celebrating the triumphs of a resilient southern city through world
war.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: The Nibelungen Tradition Winder McConnell,
Werner Wunderlich, Frank Gentry, Ulrich Mueller, 2001-12-21 Within the English-speaking world,
no work of the German High Middle Ages is better known than the Nibelungenlied, which has stirred
the imagination of artists and readers far beyond its land of origin. Its international influence
extends from literature to music, art, film, politics and propaganda, psychology, archeology, and
military history.Now
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: 1939 The Second World War in Photographs
John Christopher, Campbell McCutcheon, 2014-08-15 After 6 years of war-mongering, 1939 saw the



Allies finally stand up to Nazi Germany after the invasion of Poland. This is the story of 1939 in
archive photographs.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: The One That Got Away Syeda Anese Majid
Khan, 2012-01-24 Volume 1 Early one January morning in 1928, a young mother is busy with her
children when a stranger appears at her gate with a special gift. With instructions to nurture a lotus
for forty days, the holy man informs the mother that she will bear one more childa daughter who will
be the spirit of her life and whose arms will enfold her in death. Nine months later, Anese Majid
Khan enters the world into an aristocratic family in a subcontinent of India. This is her story. In The
One That Got Away: The Truth Revealed, Khan shares the details of her incredible journey as she
shuns a life of royal luxury and leisure and tirelessly dedicates herself to a life of global service. As
she provides a revealing glimpse into the trials and tribulations that led her on an eventual path to
world prominence as a scholar, writer, and founder of a school, Khan offers an inspirational message
to others to persevere and, most importantly, to believe in themselves while seeking their own
destinies. The One That Got Away: The Truth Revealed shares the fascinating story of how one
woman built an amazing legacy during her relentless search for the truth.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: A Song for Nettie Johnson Gloria Sawai,
2014-09-16 The Day I Sat On the Sun Deck is a funny, philosophical, sexy, sad and searching story
that explores faith, the nature of belief, with the lightness of a meringue.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: We Kept Britain Flying Leonard F. Guttridge,
2023-10-23 Corporal Leonard Guttridge was among the many unsung heroes of the Battle of
Britain--the Royal Air Force mechanics and armorers who patched bullet holes, repaired engines,
refueled empty tanks and replenished ammunition, enabling outnumbered pilots to return to the
skies. His journal, written in tiny notebooks, at moments under enemy fire, chronicles the battle and
its human toll, and portrays the tenacity of the RAF ground crews without whom the British could
not have defeated the German Luftwaffe.
  hang out the washing on the siegfried line: Another River to Cross Robert G. Sawdon,
2004 Drumming-Out Ceremony. Torpedo Bomber Attack. Malaria Fever & Dysentery Episodes.
Appalling Sights at Hitler Line. Breakthrough near Pontecorvo. Heavy Shell-Fire Incidents. Close
Encounter with a V1 Buzz Bomb.
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