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Edgar Allan Poe Poems The Raven

When exploring the depths of Gothic literature and American poetry, one cannot overlook the
profound influence of Edgar Allan Poe’s works. Among his most celebrated poems, The Raven stands
out as a haunting masterpiece that exemplifies Poe’s mastery of macabre themes, musicality, and
psychological depth. In this article, we will delve into the significance of The Raven within Edgar Allan
Poe’s oeuvre, analyze its themes, structure, and enduring legacy, and explore how it continues to
captivate readers and scholars alike.

Understanding Edgar Allan Poe and His Poetic Style

Before diving into The Raven specifically, it's essential to contextualize Poe’s poetic style and literary
contributions.

Who Was Edgar Allan Poe?

Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) was an American writer, poet, editor, and literary critic renowned for
pioneering the Gothic genre and developing the detective story. His works often explore themes of
death, loss, madness, and the supernatural, reflecting his fascination with the darker aspects of
human experience.

Poe’s Approach to Poetry

Poe’s poetic style is characterized by:

e Musicality: He employed meticulous rhyme schemes and rhythmic patterns to create a
musical, hypnotic effect.

e Dark Themes: His poems often explore grief, despair, and the supernatural.
* Symbolism and Allegory: Poe used rich symbolism to convey complex psychological states.

e Concise Language: His poems are carefully crafted to evoke intense emotion with precise
diction.



The Significance of The Raven in Poe’s Body of Work

The Raven, published in 1845, is arguably Poe’s most famous poem and a pinnacle of American
Gothic poetry. Its impact extends beyond literary circles, influencing popular culture and inspiring
countless adaptations.

Historical Context and Publication

Published during a period of intense personal grief for Poe, The Raven gained immediate popularity
and critical attention. Its publication cemented Poe’s reputation as a master of poetic storytelling and
dark lyricism.

Enduring Legacy

The poem’s themes of mourning, obsession, and the supernatural resonate across generations. Its
lyrical quality and haunting imagery make it a quintessential example of Poe’s artistic vision and
mastery of poetic craftsmanship.

Analyzing The Raven: Themes and Symbols

The Raven is rich with symbolism and thematic depth, offering multiple layers of interpretation.

Main Themes of The Raven

1. Grief and Mourning: The poem explores the pain of loss and the inability to find solace.
2. Obsession: The narrator’s fixation on his lost Lenore drives the poem’s emotional intensity.

3. Madness and Despair: The descent into madness is depicted through the narrator’s
interactions with the raven.

4. The Supernatural: The talking raven symbolizes an unrelenting reminder of death.

Symbolic Elements in The Raven

e The Raven: Represents death, mourning, or an unchangeable fate.

e Lenore: The symbol of lost love and innocence.



e The Bust of Pallas: The raven perches on the bust of Pallas Athena, symbolizing wisdom and
the conflict between knowledge and despair.

e The Chamber: The setting reflects the narrator’s mental state—dark, confined, and
introspective.

Structure and Literary Devices in The Raven

Poe’s mastery shines through in the poem’s formal structure and use of literary devices.

Form and Rhyme Scheme

The Raven consists of 18 stanzas with six lines each, following a strict ABCBBB rhyme scheme. This
structure creates a hypnotic rhythm that enhances the poem’s musicality.

Repetition and Refrain

The refrain “Nevermore” is repeated at the end of each stanza, emphasizing the narrator’s despair
and the inescapability of death. This repetition also contributes to the poem’s haunting, chant-like
quality.

Alliteration and Assonance

e Alliteration, such as “darkness there and nothing more,” adds to the musical effect.

¢ Assonance and consonance reinforce the mood and tone, creating a sense of cohesion and
rhythm.

Imagery and Mood

Poe employs vivid imagery, such as “Deep into that darkness peering,” to evoke a sense of
foreboding. The dark, somber mood is maintained throughout, immersing the reader in the narrator's
tormented psyche.



Interpretations and Critical Perspectives

The Raven has sparked various interpretations over the years, reflecting its layered symbolism.

Psychological Interpretation

Many scholars view the poem as an exploration of grief and mental anguish. The narrator’s obsession
with Lenore and the raven’s refrain symbolize an inability to move past sorrow, bordering on
madness.

Philosophical and Theological Interpretations

Some interpret the raven as a messenger from the afterlife or a symbol of divine judgment,
guestioning the nature of mortality and the afterlife.

Literary Criticism

Critics have praised Poe’s craftsmanship, noting how the poem’s musicality and symbolism work
together to evoke a visceral emotional response. It is often cited as a prime example of Poe’s
Romantic and Gothic influences.

Modern Influence and Adaptations

The Raven continues to influence various forms of media and popular culture.

In Literature and Art

Numerous authors and artists have drawn inspiration from Poe’s work, creating adaptations, visual
art, and reinterpretations that pay homage to the original themes and imagery.

In Film and Music

¢ Films like “The Raven” (1963) and various horror movies incorporate Poe’s themes and motifs.

e Musicians and composers have set the poem to music, emphasizing its rhythmic and lyrical
qualities.



In Popular Culture

The image of the raven has become synonymous with mystery and the macabre, often used in
Halloween themes, literature, and branding as a symbol of darkness and intrigue.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of The Raven

The Raven by Edgar Allan Poe remains a towering achievement in American poetry. Its haunting
themes of loss, obsession, and death, combined with its musical structure and vivid symbolism,
continue to resonate with audiences worldwide. Poe’s ability to evoke a profound emotional response
through meticulous craftsmanship makes The Raven not only a cornerstone of Gothic literature but
also a timeless reflection on human mortality and despair.

For anyone interested in exploring the depths of poetic artistry and Gothic symbolism, studying The
Raven offers invaluable insights into the power of language to evoke emotion and provoke thought.
Its influence endures, inspiring countless interpretations, adaptations, and scholarly analyses,
ensuring that Edgar Allan Poe’s dark masterpiece remains relevant and captivating for generations to
come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Edgar Allan Poe's poem 'The
Raven'?

The main theme of 'The Raven' is grief and mourning, exploring the narrator's despair over the loss of
his loved one, Lenore, and his obsession with death and the supernatural.

Why is 'The Raven' considered one of Edgar Allan Poe's most
famous works?

Because of its haunting atmosphere, memorable refrain 'Nevermore,' and its mastery of Gothic
imagery and musicality, making it a quintessential example of Poe's poetic style and dark
romanticism.

What literary devices does Poe use in 'The Raven' to create its
eerie tone?

Poe employs devices such as alliteration, internal rhyme, refrain, symbolism, and vivid imagery to
evoke a somber and mysterious mood throughout the poem.



How does the symbolism of the raven enhance the poem's
meaning?

The raven symbolizes death, loss, and unending sorrow, reinforcing the narrator's descent into
madness and the permanence of grief after losing Lenore.

What is the significance of the refrain 'Nevermore' in the
poem?

The refrain 'Nevermore' emphasizes the narrator's hopelessness and acceptance that he will never be
reunited with Lenore, deepening the poem's themes of despair and finality.

How does Edgar Allan Poe's 'The Raven' reflect Gothic literary
traditions?

It reflects Gothic tradition through its dark themes, supernatural elements, melancholic mood, and
emphasis on death and the macabre, all contributing to its haunting atmosphere.

In what ways has 'The Raven' influenced popular culture?

The poem has inspired countless adaptations, references in music, film, and literature, and has
shaped the portrayal of mourning and supernatural themes in modern media.

What is the structure and rhyme scheme of 'The Raven'?

The poem consists of 18 stanzas of six lines each, following a strict ABCBBB rhyme scheme, with a
trochaic octameter meter that gives it a musical, hypnotic quality.

How do interpretations of ‘The Raven' vary among literary
critics?

Some critics see it as a representation of grief and psychological torment, while others interpret it as
an allegory for the human confrontation with death, the supernatural, or the inevitability of fate.

Additional Resources
Edgar Allan Poe's "The Raven": An In-Depth Literary Analysis

The Raven by Edgar Allan Poe remains one of the most iconic and enduring poems in American
literature. Its haunting rhythm, evocative imagery, and profound themes have captivated readers for
over a century. As a quintessential example of Poe’'s mastery of Gothic aesthetic and psychological
exploration, the poem offers a rich tapestry for analysis and reflection. In this article, we delve into
the various facets of The Raven, exploring its historical context, literary devices, themes, and
enduring legacy.



Introduction to Edgar Allan Poe and "The Raven"

Who Was Edgar Allan Poe?

Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) was a pioneering American writer, poet, literary critic, and editor. He is
widely regarded as a central figure in the development of Gothic literature and the detective story
genre. Poe's works often explore themes of death, madness, loss, and the supernatural, reflecting his
own turbulent life marked by tragedy and hardship.

The Birth of "The Raven"

Published in January 1845, The Raven appeared in the New York Evening Mirror and quickly gained
popularity. Its immediate success can be attributed to its musicality, rhythmic structure, and
melancholic themes. Poe claimed that the inspiration for the poem came during a cold December
night when he was mourning the loss of his wife, Virginia Clemm. The poem’s emotional core
resonates with themes of grief and despair, making it both personal and universal.

Structural and Stylistic Features of "The Raven"

Form and Meter

The Raven is composed of 18 short, narrative stanzas, each with six lines. Its distinctive musical
quality is achieved through the use of trochaic octameter, a meter characterized by a stressed
syllable followed by an unstressed syllable, repeated eight times per line. This rhythmic pattern
creates a hypnotic, chant-like effect, enhancing the poem's haunting atmosphere.

Key Features:

- Repetition: The refrain "Nevermore" is repeated at the end of each stanza, emphasizing the
narrator’s despair.

- Alliteration and Assonance: Poe employs alliteration (e.g., "Darkness there and nothing more") and
assonance to reinforce the musicality.

- Internal Rhymes: The poem contains internal rhymes that contribute to its lyrical quality.

Symbolism and Imagery

The poem is rich in symbolism, with the raven itself serving as a multifaceted emblem. Its dark
plumage, ominous presence, and repeated utterance of "Nevermore" evoke themes of death, loss,



and hopelessness.

Major symbols include:

- The Raven: A messenger from the supernatural, symbolizing grief, mourning, and the permanence of
|_0_I§E-e Bust of Pallas (Athena): Located on the narrator’'s chamber door, representing wisdom and

knowledge that cannot console him.
- The Night and Darkness: Establish the Gothic atmosphere, emphasizing despair and the unknown.

Detailed Thematic Analysis

Grief and Mourning

At its core, The Raven explores the depths of human grief. The narrator is consumed by the loss of
Lenore, his beloved, and seeks solace or answers about her absence. The raven's repeated
"Nevermore" signifies the finality of death and the impossibility of reunion, intensifying the narrator’s
suffering.

Key points:

- The poem portrays mourning as an obsessive, inescapable cycle.
- The narrator’s descent into despair reflects the human tendency to ruminate on loss.

Madness and Psychological Turmoil

Poe masterfully captures the narrator’s psychological state. As the poem progresses, the narrator’s
grief morphs into madness, blurring the lines between reality and hallucination.

Indicators of mental deterioration:
- The obsessive questioning about Lenore’s fate.

- The interpretation of the raven’s repeated "Nevermore" as a cruel affirmation.
- The dark, oppressive imagery reinforcing a sense of confinement and mental anguish.

The Supernatural and the Unknowable

The raven’s supernatural symbolism and the mysterious night setting evoke themes of the
supernatural, the afterlife, and the ineffable nature of death. Poe leaves the nature of the bird
ambiguous—whether it is a real creature, an angel, or a demon—adding to the poem’s mystique.



Implication:

- The poem suggests that some aspects of death and loss are beyond human understanding or
control.
- The supernatural element heightens the poem's Gothic atmosphere.

The Inevitability of Death

The refrain "Nevermore" encapsulates the inescapable permanence of death. The narrator realizes
that his longing for reunion or relief is futile, emphasizing life's transient nature and mortality’s
certainty.

Literary Devices and Techniques

Repetition and refrain

The repeated use of "Nevermore" functions as a refrain that emphasizes the narrator's despair. It also
serves as a rhythmic anchor that unifies the poem’s musicality and thematic development.

Alliteration and Assonance

Examples include "weak and weary," "silken, sad, uncertain, rustling," and "doubting, dreaming
dreams no mortal ever dared to dream before." These devices create a musical and hypnotic effect,
immersing the reader in the narrator’'s emotional state.

Symbolism and Allegory

The poem’s symbols—raven, bust, chamber—serve as allegories for larger philosophical ideas about
death, knowledge, and the human condition.

Dark Romanticism

Poe’s use of Gothic elements, such as dark imagery and themes of madness, aligns with Dark
Romanticism, emphasizing the darker aspects of human nature and the supernatural.



Critical Interpretations and Legacy

Literary Significance

The Raven is often seen as Poe’s literary masterpiece, exemplifying his skill in creating mood,
suspense, and psychological depth. Its innovative use of poetic form and symbolism has influenced
countless writers and poets.

Notable impact:

- The poem helped solidify Poe’s reputation as a master of Gothic poetry.
- It popularized the concept of the modern psychological poem centered on grief and madness.

Contemporary and Modern Criticism

Critics have analyzed The Raven through various lenses:

- Psychological interpretation: Viewing the poem as an exploration of grief-induced madness.
- Symbolic criticism: Interpreting the raven as a symbol of the unalterable truth of death.
- Structural analysis: Examining Poe's use of musicality and form to evoke emotional responses.

Enduring Cultural Impact

The Raven has permeated popular culture, inspiring adaptations in theater, music, film, and visual
arts. Its iconic image and refrain are instantly recognizable, symbolizing mourning and the macabre.

Conclusion: The Lasting Power of Poe’s "The Raven"

The Raven endures as a haunting meditation on loss, mortality, and the limits of human
understanding. Its mastery of poetic form, combined with profound psychological and philosophical
themes, cements its place as a quintessential Gothic poem. Poe’s ability to evoke emotion through
rhythmic repetition, vivid imagery, and layered symbolism makes The Raven a timeless piece that
continues to resonate with audiences worldwide.

As readers revisit Poe’s dark masterpiece, they are invited to confront their own fears of death and
the unknown, making The Raven not just a poem but an exploration of the human soul’s deepest
anxieties. Its influence persists, inspiring new generations to grapple with the shadows of grief and
the mysteries of life beyond death.
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edgar allan poe poems the raven: "The Raven" by Edgar Allan Poe. An Analysis of the
Raven as a Symbol of Death Christoph Grave, 2017-07-24 Essay from the year 2016 in the subject
Didactics for the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 2,0, Johannes Gutenberg University
Mainz, course: Proseminar I - Introduction to Colonial Literature, language: English, abstract: “The
Raven” is one of the most famous poems by Poe, published in January 1845, and will be the basis of
this paper. The poet Richard Wilbur said that “of American writers, it is Poe who most challenges
the reader not only to read him but to solve him”. Based on this quote it seems to be hard work to
understand Poe’s poems. Nevertheless, this paper aims to ‘solve’ his poem “The Raven” by analyzing
it and by pointing out the significance of the raven within the poem itself, and, on an abstract level,
its impact on our everyday life. At first glance, the raven seems to be a symbol of death, which holds
control over the narrator within the poem, and moreover becomes a constant reminder about the
inability of man to escape his ultimate fate.

edgar allan poe poems the raven: The Raven And Other Poems Edgar Allan Poe, 2013-04-09
Resonant with themes of love, loneliness, and death, the poetry of Edgar Allan Poe continues to
appeal to modern readers more than 150 years after his death. This edition of The Raven and Other
Poems is the work of a master, and includes “The Raven,” “Lenore,” “Annabel Lee.” One of the
best-known American writers, Edgar Allan Poe’s poetry influenced the American Romantic and
French Symbolist movements in the nineteenth century. HarperPerennial Classics brings great
works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook production and
celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to
build your digital library.

edgar allan poe poems the raven: The Raven and Other Favorite Poems (The Complete
Poems of Edgar Allan Poe) Edgar Allan Poe, 2010-01-01 With me poetry has been not a purpose,
but a passion.-Edgar Allan Poe. Containing such famous works as The Raven, Lenore, Annabel Lee,
and To Helen, this complete collection of poetry by Edgar Allan Poe encapsulates the career of one
of the best-known and most read American writers. Laden with tones of loneliness, melancholy and
despair, the poetry contained in this volume exerted great influence on the American Romantic and
the French Symbolist Movements of the nineteenth century. Today, Poe's poetry is appreciated for
its literary genius, not only because of his command of language, rhythms and dramatic imagery, but
also because of its emotional insight into a beautiful and tormented mind. His propensity towards
the mysterious and the macabre, as well as an ardent preoccupation with death, has led centuries of
scholars and readers to enjoy these poems of love, death, and loneliness.

edgar allan poe poems the raven: The Raven by Edgar Allan Poe Edgar Allan Poe,
2014-10-07 The classic EDGAR ALLAN POE poem 'The Raven' also includes 20 original illustrations
by GUSTAVE DORE and a 'Comment on the Poem' by EDMUND C. STEDMAN. 'The Raven' delves
into the hidden horrors of the human psyche. Originally published in 1845, the poem is narrated by a
melancholy scholar brooding over Lenore, a woman he loved who is now lost to him. One bleak
December at midnight, a raven with fiery eyes visits the scholar and perches above his chamber
door. Struggling to understand the meaning of the word his winged visitant repeats -- Nevermore! --
the narrator descends by stages into madness...

edgar allan poe poems the raven: The Crow Edgar Allan Poe, 2021-01-01 A narrative poem by
noted American gothic stories writer Edgar Allan Poe, 'The Crow' was first published in the year
1845. The poem is about a talking crow's mysterious visit to a distraught lover, tracing the man's
slow fall into madness.

edgar allan poe poems the raven: The Raven Edgar Allan Poe, 2010-09-01 Publisher's note:
all titles in brackets [] indicate a poem fragment deemed to be incomplete -(not finished by Poe)--P.
4,

edgar allan poe poems the raven: The Raven Edgar Allan Poe, 2016-07-26 The Raven is a


https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-030/edgar-allan-poe-poems-the-raven.pdf

narrative poem by American writer Edgar Allan Poe. First published in January 1845, the poem is
often noted for its musicality, stylized language, and supernatural atmosphere. It tells of a talking
raven's mysterious visit to a distraught lover, tracing the man's slow fall into madness. The lover,
often identified as being a student, [1][2] is lamenting the loss of his love, Lenore. Sitting on a bust
of Pallas, the raven seems to further instigate his distress with its constant repetition of the word
Nevermore. The poem makes use of a number of folk, mythological, religious, and classical
references. Poe claimed to have written the poem very logically and methodically, intending to
create a poem that would appeal to both critical and popular tastes, as he explained in his 1846
follow-up essay, The Philosophy of Composition. The poem was inspired in part by a talking raven in
the novel Barnaby Rudge: A Tale of the Riots of 'Eighty by Charles Dickens.[3] Poe borrows the
complex rhythm and meter of Elizabeth Barrett's poem Lady Geraldine's Courtship, and makes use
of internal rhyme as well as alliteration throughout. The Raven was first attributed to Poe in print in
the New York Evening Mirror on January 29, 1845. Its publication made Poe widely popular in his
lifetime, although it did not bring him much financial success. The poem was soon reprinted,
parodied, and illustrated. Critical opinion is divided as to the poem's literary status, but it
nevertheless remains one of the most famous poems ever written.

edgar allan poe poems the raven: Death and Spirituality in "The Raven" by Edgar Allan Poe
Elena Agathokleous, 2021-03-18 Essay from the year 2018 in the subject American Studies -
Literature, grade: A, , language: English, abstract: The paper deals with the topic of of spirituality in
Edgar Allan Poe's poem “The Raven”. A poem such as “The Raven”, especially due to its great
resonance, would be a shame to be limited and diminished to apply just to the life of the writer. A
poem is a piece that once created is free to alternate through time and maintain its vitality.
Unconsciously though everyone is affected by experience and it is inevitable not to be influenced by
it. It is possible that death affected Poe in a higher degree than others but on the other hand death
and life after it has always been an alluring subject since it is indeed the most mysterious event of
life so far. The supernatural element implies an unknown world, one all people fear and also hope for
and it is what makes the poem so enthralling to the audience and what made “The Raven” one of the
most popular poems ever.

edgar allan poe poems the raven: Collected Works of Edgar Allan Poe: Poems Edgar
Allan Poe, 1969

edgar allan poe poems the raven: Classics Illustrated #4 Edgar Allan Poe, 2009-03-31 The
Raven, Annabel Lee, Eldorado, The Sleeper, The Haunted Palace, The City in the Sea. These are
some of the world's most fascinating, best-loved poems. Edgar Allan Poe's verses--masterpieces of
mystery, horror, melancholy, and haunting melody--grip the imagination and fuel the emotions.
World-famous New Yorker and Playboy cartoonist Gahan Wilson, whose work finds the eerie in the
most common of situations, brings the perfect, surreal touch to Poe's elegantly dark poems.

edgar allan poe poems the raven: The Raven Edgar Allan Poe, John H. Ingram, 1972 An
excellent early study of Poe's masterpiece from a literary rather than a psychological point of view.
The author discusses the most popular lyric poem in the world in terms of the creative genesis of the
poem & the history of the poem. Mr. Ingram presents translations that were made into French,
German, Hungarian & Latin, a number of fabrications that were published, & some of the many
parodies to which the poem gave rise. Includes a bibliography of the early publishing history of the
poem.

edgar allan poe poems the raven: Poems and Essays on Poetry Edgar Allan Poe, 2003 First
Published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

edgar allan poe poems the raven: Great Short Works of Edgar Allan Poe Edgar Allan Poe,
2009-03-17 The classic poems and spine-tingling stories of an American gothic master collected in
one volume Of all the American writers, Edgar Allan Poe staked out perhaps the most unique and
vivid reputation as a master of the macabre. Even today, in the age of horror movies and high-tech
haunted houses, Poe remains the first choice of entertainment for many who want a spine-chilling
thrill. Born in Boston in 1809, and dead at the age of forty, Poe wrote across several fields during his



life and was noted for his poetry and short stories as well as his criticism. The best of each of these
is collected here, including the classic poem “The Raven,” and beloved stories like “The Tell-Tale
Heart.” In his introduction to this volume, G. R. Thompson argues that Poe was a great satirist and
comedic craftsman, as well as a formidable Gothic writer. “All of Poe’s fiction,” Thompson writes,
“and the poems as well, can be seen as one coherent piece—as the work of one of the greatest
ironists of world literature.” Great Short Works of Edgar Allen Poe includes some of these classics:
The Raven Annabel Lee The Murders in the Rue Morgue The Masque of the Red Death The Pit and
the Pendulum The Tell-Tale Heart The Purloined Letter The Imp of the Perverse

edgar allan poe poems the raven: Edgar Allan Poe Poems Collection Edgar Allan Poe,
2023-10-11 A COLLECTION OF POE'S 50 REMARKABLE POEMS Poems included in this collection:
The Raven Annabel Lee Alone The Bells Eulalie-A Song Sonnet-Silence To One in Paradise Lenore
Dreams To Helen The Haunted Palace A Dream Within a Dream The City in the Sea To F-- The
Sleeper Ulalume Romance Sonnet-To Science Eldorado To M-- The Conqueror Worm Sonnet-To
Zante To M. L. S.-- To the River -- A Dream Al Aaraaf To F--S S. O--D Bridal Ballad To My Mother To
Helen The Valley of Unrest The Lake-To-- The Happiest Day, the Happiest Hour Catholic Hymn To --
-- Evening Star Stanzas Spirits of the Dead Israfel Song To -- Fairy-Land The Coliseum Dreamland
For Annie Tamerlane Imitation A Peean A Valentine An Enigma

edgar allan poe poems the raven: Edgar Allan Poe Fifty-four Poems Edgar Allan Poe,
2023-03-20 Edgar Allan Poe Fifty-four Poems The Best of E.A.Poe Poetry: The Raven; Lenore; The
Sleeper; Annabel Lee and many other famous poems 11 exclusive illustrations Print length 133
pages Pocket Edition 6 x 9

edgar allan poe poems the raven: Complete Stories and Poems of Edgar Allan Poe Edgar
Allan Poe, 1966 U.S. poet/writer 1809-1849.

edgar allan poe poems the raven: The Raven and Other Poems Edgar Allan Poe, 2020-07-22

edgar allan poe poems the raven: THE RAVEN - Edgar Allan Poe Edgar Allan Poe, 2020-05-27
THE RAVEN - Edgar Allan Poe With Classic and Antique IllustrationsThe Raven is a narrative poem
by American writer Edgar Allan Poe. First published in January 1845, the poem is often noted for its
musicality, stylized language, and supernatural atmosphere. Sitting on a bust of Pallas, the raven
seems to further distress the protagonist with its constant repetition of the word Nevermore. The
poem makes use of folk, mythological, religious, and classical references. The Raven follows an
unnamed narrator on a dreary night in December who sits reading forgotten lore by a dying fire as a
way to forget the death of his beloved Lenore. A tapping at [his] chamber door reveals nothing, but
excites his soul to burning. The tapping is repeated, slightly louder, and he realizes it is coming from
his window. When he goes to investigate, a raven flutters into his chamber. Paying no attention to
the man, the raven perches on a bust of Pallas above the door.Amused by the raven's comically
serious disposition, the man asks that the bird tell him its name. The raven's only answer is
Nevermore. The narrator is surprised that the raven can talk, though at this point it has said nothing
further. The narrator remarks to himself that his friend the raven will soon fly out of his life, just as
other friends have flown beforealong with his previous hopes. As if answering, the raven responds
again with Nevermore. The narrator reasons that the bird learned the word Nevermore from some
unhappy master and that it is the only word it knows.Even so, the narrator pulls his chair directly in
front of the raven, determined to learn more about it. He thinks for a moment in silence, and his
mind wanders back to his lost Lenore. He thinks the air grows denser and feels the presence of
angels, and wonders if God is sending him a sign that he is to forget Lenore. The bird again replies
in the negative, suggesting that he can never be free of his memories. The narrator becomes angry,
calling the raven a thing of evil and a prophet. Finally, he asks the raven whether he will be reunited
with Lenore in Heaven. When the raven responds with its typical Nevermore, he is enraged, and,
calling it a liar, commands the bird to return to the Plutonian shore-but it does not move.
Presumably at the time of the poem's recitation by the narrator, the raven still is sitting on the bust
of Pallas. The narrator's final admission is that his soul is trapped beneath the raven's shadow and
shall be lifted Nevermore.




edgar allan poe poems the raven: The Complete Works of Edgar Allan Poe: Poems. Essays on
the poet's art Edgar Allan Poe, 1902

edgar allan poe poems the raven: Poetry for Young People: Edgar Allan Poe Brod Bagert,
2008 A collection of poems and selection from Edgar Allan Poe's stories, accompanied by
mood-setting colour drawings and notes.
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