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Buster Keaton and The General: A Silent Film Masterpiece

Introduction to Buster Keaton and the Significance of The General

Buster Keaton the general is a phrase that encapsulates the legendary status of one of silent cinema’s

most influential figures—Buster Keaton—and one of his most celebrated films, The General. Keaton,

often called "The Great Stone Face" for his stoic expression and deadpan delivery, revolutionized

physical comedy and visual storytelling. Released in 1926, The General is widely regarded as a

pinnacle of silent film artistry, blending comedy, action, and historical drama into a seamless narrative

that continues to captivate audiences nearly a century later. To understand the importance of Keaton

and how The General exemplifies his genius, it is essential to explore his life, career, and the film’s

unique qualities.

Who Was Buster Keaton?

Early Life and Rise to Fame

Born Joseph Frank Keaton on October 4, 1895, in Piqua, Kansas, Buster Keaton was immersed in

show business from a young age. His parents were vaudeville performers, and he quickly developed

an affinity for physical comedy and stunts. Keaton’s childhood was marked by rigorous stage

performances, which honed his skills in timing and physical humor.



In the early 1910s, Keaton began performing in vaudeville acts, often incorporating slapstick and

acrobatic routines. His distinctive deadpan expression and daring stunts earned him recognition. By

the 1920s, Keaton was establishing himself as a major silent film comedian, rivaling contemporaries

like Charlie Chaplin and Harold Lloyd, but with a unique approach that emphasized realism and

technical innovation.

Keaton’s Style and Innovations in Comedy

Keaton’s comedic style was characterized by a blend of physicality, technical ingenuity, and a stoic

demeanor that contrasted sharply with the more exaggerated expressions of other comedians. His

performances often involved:

Complex stunts and daring physical feats

Meticulous timing and choreography

Use of innovative camera techniques

A deadpan, expressionless face that heightened comedic impact

He was also a pioneer in special effects and stunt work, performing many of his own dangerous

sequences. His emphasis on realism and seamless integration of stunts into narrative storytelling set

him apart from others in the genre.



The General: Context and Production

Historical and Cultural Background

The General is set during the American Civil War, a period rich with drama and heroism. Released in

1926, the film arrived at a time when Hollywood was experimenting with feature-length storytelling. The

Civil War setting provided a backdrop for action, heroism, and romance, resonating with American

audiences of the time.

The film was inspired by the real-life story of the Andrews Raid and the Great Locomotive Chase of

1862, involving Union soldiers stealing a Confederate train. Keaton’s film takes creative liberties but

captures the spirit of daring and adventure associated with that event.

The Making of The General

Directed by Buster Keaton and Clyde Bruckman, The General was produced by Joseph M. Schenck’s

distribution company. Keaton was deeply involved in every aspect of production, including writing,

directing, and performing stunts.

Despite its ambitious scope, the film faced production challenges, including financial constraints and

logistical complexities of filming on location with real trains and expansive outdoor sets. Keaton’s

commitment to authenticity led to extensive planning and innovative filming techniques.

Analyzing The General: Themes, Style, and Impact



Plot Overview and Narrative Structure

The General follows Johnny Gray (played by Keaton), a Southern train engineer who is a Confederate

sympathizer. When Union soldiers steal the train, Johnny embarks on a daring pursuit to retrieve it,

leading to a series of comedic and action-packed sequences.

The narrative combines slapstick humor with elements of adventure and heroism. Keaton’s character

is portrayed as resourceful and brave, yet humorously human, embodying the everyman caught in

extraordinary circumstances.

Visual Style and Technical Mastery

The General is renowned for its stunning visuals and technical prowess. Keaton’s use of camera tricks

and practical effects enhances the realism of stunts and action sequences. Notable techniques include:

Dynamic tracking shots capturing high-speed chases

Miniature models and compositing for complex scenes

Real trains and outdoor locations for authenticity

The film’s cinematography, combined with Keaton’s precise timing, creates a seamless flow that

immerses viewers in the story.



Humor and Emotional Depth

While The General is primarily a comedy, it also explores themes of loyalty, bravery, and

perseverance. Keaton’s deadpan expressions juxtaposed with the chaos of action sequences generate

a unique humor that is both slapstick and subtle.

The emotional core revolves around Johnny’s love for his train and his determination to rescue it,

adding a layer of human vulnerability amid the spectacle.

Legacy and Influence of The General

Critical Reception and Modern Appreciation

Initially, The General was not a commercial success, overshadowed by other silent films. However,

over time, critics and audiences recognized it as a masterpiece of silent cinema. Its innovative

techniques, compelling storytelling, and Keaton’s remarkable performance have earned it a lasting

reputation.

In 1993, the American Film Institute ranked The General as the 18th greatest American film of all time,

cementing its status in cinematic history.

Influence on Filmmaking and Comedy

The General has had a profound influence on filmmakers and comedians, inspiring generations with its

inventive visuals and storytelling. Keaton’s techniques in physical comedy and stunts have become

foundational elements in action and comedy genres.



Many directors, including Steven Spielberg and Quentin Tarantino, have cited Keaton’s work as an

inspiration. The film’s emphasis on integrating comedy with technical spectacle set a standard for

action comedies and adventure films.

Preservation and Continued Relevance

Efforts to preserve and restore The General have ensured its availability for contemporary audiences.

Restorations have enhanced image quality and added musical accompaniments, allowing new

generations to appreciate Keaton’s genius.

The film continues to be studied in film schools and celebrated in retrospectives, underscoring its

enduring relevance.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Buster Keaton and The

General

Buster Keaton’s The General remains a testament to the artistry and innovation of silent cinema.

Keaton’s mastery of physical comedy, combined with his technical ingenuity and storytelling skill,

created a film that transcends its era. It exemplifies how humor, heroism, and technical mastery can be

woven into a compelling narrative that continues to inspire filmmakers and audiences alike.

Through The General, Keaton not only cemented his place as one of the greatest silent comedians but

also elevated the medium of film itself, demonstrating the power of visual storytelling and the limitless

possibilities of cinematic spectacle. As a cultural artifact, it continues to remind us of the timeless

nature of inventive storytelling, daring stunts, and the enduring human spirit embodied in Buster

Keaton’s work.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is Buster Keaton's role in the film 'The General'?

Buster Keaton plays the lead character, Johnnie Gray, a train engineer who gets caught up in the Civil

War while trying to rescue his fiancée and his train.

Why is 'The General' considered a classic silent film?

'The General' is regarded as a masterpiece for its innovative use of physical comedy, impressive

stunts, and storytelling without dialogue, showcasing Buster Keaton's genius as a filmmaker and

performer.

How did Buster Keaton's performance in 'The General' influence

comedy and filmmaking?

Keaton's precise timing, daring stunts, and deadpan expression set new standards for physical comedy

and action sequences, influencing generations of filmmakers and comedians.

Was 'The General' a commercial success when it was released?

Initially, 'The General' was not a major commercial hit, but over time it gained critical acclaim and is

now considered one of the greatest silent films ever made.

What are some memorable stunts performed by Buster Keaton in 'The

General'?

Keaton performed daring stunts such as jumping between moving trains, balancing on a moving train,

and navigating dangerous explosions, all with remarkable precision and composure.



Where can I watch 'The General' today?

'The General' is widely available on various streaming platforms, DVD/Blu-ray collections, and can

often be found in public domain film archives online.

Why is Buster Keaton often called 'The Great Stone Face' in relation

to 'The General'?

Keaton earned the nickname 'The Great Stone Face' because of his stoic, deadpan expression during

performances, which is prominently displayed in 'The General' and his other films.

What is the historical significance of 'The General' in American

cinema?

'The General' is significant for its technical achievements, storytelling style, and Keaton's innovative

approach to silent comedy, influencing the development of action-comedy films and preserving a vital

piece of American cultural history.

Additional Resources

Buster Keaton and "The General": A Timeless Masterpiece of Silent Comedy

Few films in the history of cinema have achieved the enduring acclaim and influence of Buster

Keaton's "The General." Released in 1926, this silent film stands as a towering achievement in

comedy, storytelling, and technical filmmaking. Keaton, renowned for his deadpan expression and

inventive physical comedy, crafted a work that transcends its era to remain relevant and inspiring

nearly a century later. In this article, we will explore the fascinating world of Buster Keaton and his

masterpiece "The General," delving into its historical context, thematic depth, innovative techniques,

and lasting legacy.

---



The Life and Legacy of Buster Keaton

Who Was Buster Keaton?

Buster Keaton, born Joseph Frank Keaton Jr. in 1895, was an American actor, comedian, and

filmmaker often hailed as "The Great Stone Face" for his stoic expression amidst chaos. Growing up in

a vaudeville family, Keaton developed his comedic talents early, eventually pioneering a style of

physical comedy that combined slapstick with intricate choreography and daring stunts.

Keaton's Style and Influence

Unlike many silent comedians, Keaton’s humor was rooted in visual storytelling, with a focus on timing,

precision, and technical ingenuity. His ability to perform complex stunts himself—often risking life and

limb—set him apart from contemporaries like Charlie Chaplin or Harold Lloyd. Keaton's work is

characterized by:

- Deadpan expression and serious demeanor

- Ingenious visual gags and physical stunts

- Seamless integration of comedy and narrative

- Use of innovative camera techniques and practical effects

His influence extends beyond silent film, impacting generations of filmmakers and comedians, including

directors like Martin Scorsese and Quentin Tarantino.

---

"The General": Context and Significance

Historical Background

Set against the backdrop of the American Civil War, "The General" tells the story of Johnnie Gray, a



Southern railway engineer whose loyalty and bravery are put to the test during Union raids.

Interestingly, the film was produced during the silent era, at a time when Hollywood was experimenting

with narrative storytelling and technical innovation.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Initially, "The General" was not a commercial success, overshadowed by more popular comedies of

the time. However, over the decades, critics and audiences re-evaluated the film, recognizing its

brilliance as a comedy, a historical epic, and a technical marvel. Today, it is regarded as one of the

greatest films ever made, often cited in film literature and preserved in the National Film Registry for its

cultural significance.

---

Analyzing "The General": Themes and Techniques

Plot and Narrative Structure

At first glance, "The General" appears to be a straightforward slapstick comedy, but it weaves a

compelling narrative of love, loyalty, and heroism. The film follows Johnnie Gray, who, despite being a

cowardly train engineer, becomes an accidental hero. His romantic interest, Annabelle Lee, and his

sense of duty propel him into a series of daring escapades.

Key points include:

- The initial comedic setup with Johnnie's infatuation

- The Union raid and John's kidnapping of the locomotive

- His valiant efforts to rescue his love and the train

- The blending of comedy and action in chase sequences

Visual Comedy and Physical Stunts



Keaton’s physical comedy is the heart of "The General." The film features:

- Elaborate train sequences, including real stunts with moving trains

- Ingenious use of miniatures and practical effects

- Comedic timing in slapstick moments, such as train crashes and falls

- Keaton performing daring stunts himself, including leaping between moving trains

These sequences are not only humorous but also technically groundbreaking for their time.

Technical Innovation and Cinematography

"The General" showcases numerous pioneering techniques:

- Dynamic Camera Work: Use of tracking shots to follow trains, creating a sense of motion and

urgency.

- Miniatures and Models: Creative use of scale models for dangerous stunts.

- Editing: Seamless editing to ensure stunts appear continuous and realistic.

- Special Effects: Practical effects to simulate explosions, crashes, and battles.

Keaton’s meticulous planning and execution resulted in sequences that still impress modern audiences

for their precision and daring.

---

The Artistic and Cultural Impact of "The General"

A Masterclass in Visual Storytelling

One of the film's most remarkable aspects is its ability to tell a compelling story without dialogue,

relying solely on visuals, physical acting, and intertitles. This craftsmanship exemplifies the potential of

silent cinema and influences contemporary visual storytelling techniques.



Genre and Narrative Innovation

"The General" defies simple genre classification. It is simultaneously a comedy, adventure, and

historical drama, demonstrating that silent film could be versatile and complex. Its narrative structure,

emphasizing character development through actions rather than words, set a precedent for future

filmmaking.

Influence on Modern Filmmaking

The film's technical mastery and storytelling have inspired countless directors. Notable examples

include:

- Steven Spielberg citing "The General" as a favorite film

- The influence on action sequences and stunt choreography

- The inspiration for later train-based action films

---

Why "The General" Remains Relevant Today

Enduring Appeal

Despite technological advances in filmmaking, the physicality and ingenuity of Keaton's work continue

to resonate. Modern audiences appreciate the craftsmanship, humor, and suspense in "The General."

Preservation and Restoration

Efforts to restore and preserve the film have made it accessible to new generations. The film’s

inclusion in the National Film Registry and digital restorations highlight its importance as a cultural

artifact.



Educational Value

" The General" serves as a vital resource for film studies, illustrating:

- The art of visual storytelling

- The history of stunt work and practical effects

- The evolution of comedy and narrative techniques

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Buster Keaton and "The General"

Buster Keaton’s "The General" remains a testament to the power of silent cinema, showcasing how

innovation, timing, and physical comedy can create a timeless masterpiece. It exemplifies Keaton’s

genius in blending spectacle with storytelling, pushing technical boundaries, and delivering humor that

transcends generations. As a cultural and cinematic milestone, "The General" continues to inspire

filmmakers, entertain audiences, and remind us of the artistry inherent in silent film.

Whether you're a film historian, a casual viewer, or an aspiring filmmaker, exploring "The General"

offers invaluable insights into the art of visual storytelling and the legacy of one of cinema’s greatest

innovators—Buster Keaton.

Buster Keaton The General

  buster keaton the general: Buster Keaton's The General, Starring Buster Keaton and
Marion Mack Richard J. Anobile, 1975
  buster keaton the general: Film Essays and Criticism Rudolf Arnheim, 1997 One of the
world's leading film theorists, Rudolf Arnheim has been well known to readers of English since the
publication of his classic Film as Art in 1957. This is the first English translation of another of his
important books, Kritiken und Aufsätze zum Film, which collects both film reviews and theoretical
essays, most of them written between 1925 and 1940. As a young man in 1920s Berlin, Arnheim
began writing about film for the satirical magazine Das Stachelschwein. In 1928, as the Weimar
Republic began to crumble, he joined the intellectual weekly Die Weltbühne as film critic and
assistant editor for cultural affairs. His most important contributions to both magazines are
published here, including witty and incisive comments on many of the great classics of the silent and

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-030/buster-keaton-the-general.pdf


early sound period, such as Buster Keaton's The General and Fritz Lang's Metropolis. With the
advent of Nazism in Germany, Arnheim emigrated first to Italy, where he wrote essays (many
included here) for a nascent Enciclopedia del Cinema, and then to England and the United States.
The thirty essays on film theory discuss elements of theory and technique, early sound film,
production, style and content, and the relationship of film and the state. The fifty-six critical pieces
include Arnheim's thoughts on the practice of film criticism, his reviews of German, American,
French, and Soviet films, and his profiles of Greta Garbo, Charlie Chaplin, Felix Bressart, Erich von
Stroheim, and others. Also included in the volume are an introduction (newly revised by Arnheim)
and a comprehensive bibliography.
  buster keaton the general: The General Peter Krämer, 2019-07-25 Offering a fresh
perspective on The General, arguably one of the most successful American films of the silent era,
this insightful text analyses its initial critical reception and the thematic and stylistic characteristics
of the film that made it difficult for critics to appreciate at the time, but led to its celebration by later
generations.
  buster keaton the general: The General Joseph Warren, 1927
  buster keaton the general: Four films by Buster Keaton Buster Keaton, 2015 THE
GENERAL Based on real events in the Civil War, Buster Keaton's comic masterpiece is still regarded
today as one of the greatest films ever made. STEAMBOAT BILL JR In STEAMBOAT BILL JR,
visionary comedian Buster Keaton pioneered the art of physical comedy still used in modern
filmmaking THE THREE AGES Tackling romance across the ages, Keaton compares courting in the
stone age, Roman times and in the early 20th century. COLLEGE Showcasing his physical dexterity,
Buster Keaton heads to college where he must use his skills on the field to win the heart of the
beautiful Mary.
  buster keaton the general: Military Comedy Films Hal Erickson, 2012-08-21 Beginning with
Charlie Chaplin's Shoulder Arms, released in America near the end of World War I, the military
comedy film has been one of Hollywood's most durable genres. This generously illustrated history
examines over 225 Army, Navy and Marine-related comedies produced between 1918 and 2009,
including the abundance of laughspinners released during World War II in the wake of Abbott and
Costello's phenomenally successful Buck Privates (1941), and the many lighthearted service films of
the immediate postwar era, among them Mister Roberts (1955) and No Time for Sergeants (1958).
Also included are discussions of such subgenres as silent films (The General), military-academy
farces (Brother Rat), women in uniform (Private Benjamin), misfits making good (Stripes), anti-war
comedies (MASH), and fact-based films (The Men Who Stare at Goats). A closing filmography is
included in this richly detailed volume.
  buster keaton the general: Becoming Film Literate Vincent LoBrutto, 2005-03-30 Though
movies have remained our foremost cultural pastime for over 100 years, many of us still know very
little about the tools used to create them. In this groundbreaking new book, Vincent LoBrutto
provides an enjoyable and accessible education in the art of cinema: using 50 landmark films
spanning the history of the medium, LoBrutto illustrates such important concepts as editing,
production design, cinematography, sound, screen acting, narrative structure, and various genres,
nationalities, and film eras. Each concept is illustrated by the selection of a film that epitomizes its
use, so that readers will learn about film authorship in Citizen Kane, multiplot narrative in Nashville,
widescreen filmmaking in Rebel without a Cause, and screen violence in The Wild Bunch. Explaining
the various tricks of the moviemaking trade, Becoming Film Literate offers a crash course in cinema,
one designed to give even the novice reader a solid introduction to this complex and multifaceted
medium. Though movies have remained our foremost cultural pastime for over 100 years, many of us
still know very little about the tools used to create them. In this groundbreaking new book, Vincent
LoBrutto provides an enjoyable and accessible education in the art of cinema: using 50 landmark
films spanning the history of the medium, LoBrutto illustrates such important concepts as editing,
production design, cinematography, sound, screen acting, narrative structure, and various genres,
nationalities, and film eras. Each concept is illustrated by the selection of a film that epitomizes its



use, so that readers will learn about film authorship in Citizen Kane, multiplot narrative in Nashville,
widescreen filmmaking in Rebel without a Cause, and screen violence in The Wild Bunch. Providing
a unique opportunity to become acquainted with important movies and the elements of their
greatness, Becoming Film Literate offers a crash course in cinema, one designed to give even the
novice reader a solid introduction to this complex and multifaceted medium.
  buster keaton the general: An Introduction to World Cinema, 2d ed. Aristides Gazetas,
2016-04-28 Motion pictures are more than just entertainment. In film studies courses in colleges and
universities worldwide, students and professors explore the social, political, technological and
historical implications of cinema. This textbook provides two things: the history of film as an art form
and an analysis of its impact on society and politics. Chapters are arranged chronologically, covering
the major developments in film, like the advent of talkies or the French New Wave. Each era is
examined in the context of several exemplary films commonly viewed in film studies courses. Thus
students can watch Birth of a Nation and Intolerance while studying the innovations made by D.W.
Griffith from 1910 to 1919. The scope is global, embracing the cinematic traditions of Asia, Latin
America and Africa, as well as the ever important American and European output. Thoughtful
articles from film scholars are included. The flexible structure of the text allows a variety of options
for classroom use or personal study. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may
request an examination copy here.
  buster keaton the general: Buster Keaton's \"The General\". R.J. Anobile, 1975
  buster keaton the general: The Sketch , 1927
  buster keaton the general: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Classic Movies Lee Pfeiffer,
2006-11-07 Sit back, grab some popcorn, and let the credits roll. The Complete Idiot’s Guide® to
Classic Movies provides comprehensive information on the best classic films from the silent era up
through 1969, cross-referenced several different ways for easy access. Also contains fun, “insider”
trivia and facts about the movies, the stars, and factors that influenced the movie or the audience at
the time of the movie’s release. • Written by a recognized name in the industry who has written
books on movies and film for decades • Features only the best movies (3 and 4 stars) from the silent
era up through 1969 • Offers several indexes, which are cross-referenced alphabetically by actor
and director, in addition to the main text being indexed by film name and genre • Includes
appendices that provide information on the top 100 films of all time, the greatest movie quotes,
Academy Award winners, and Internet references for locating hard-to-find films
  buster keaton the general: Organizing Nonprint Materials, Second Edition Jay E. Daily,
2020-11-26 This book surveys the various methods and problems of organizing nonprint materials
and describes the use of microcomputers both for storing nonprint items and keeping track of them.
It is useful for library school instructors and administrators, media center specialists, information
scientists etc.
  buster keaton the general: Organizing Nonprint Materials, Second Edition Daily,
1986-08-15 Highlighting the increasing use of microcomputers in libraries by indicating their
applications, strengths, and weaknesses, this outstanding new edition is updated to reflect the rapid
growth in the range of nonprint materials and the technology for recording and reproducing them.
Organizing Nonprint Materials, Second Edition surveys the various methods and problems of
organizing these materials and describes the use of microcomputers both for storing nonprint items
and keeping track of them ... greatly expands the previous edition's classified list of subject headings
for pictures ... provides specific examples of catalog entries for each type of nonprint material ... and
includes materials not treated in the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules, compact audiodisks,
microcomputer programs, as well as new standards for map and picture collections. Suitable for all
types of libraries that collect nonprint materials, including academic, community, special, and
private, this reference is essential reading for all librarians dealing with nonprint materials; library
school instructors and administrators; media center specialists; information scientists;
bibliographers; catalogers; and graduate students in library science. Book jacket.
  buster keaton the general: Interpreting the Moving Image Noel Carroll, 1998-05-28 A



collection of film essays by the well-respected critic, Noël Carroll.
  buster keaton the general: Silent Films, 1877-1996 Robert K. Klepper, 2015-09-16 This film
reference covers 646 silent motion pictures, starting with Eadweard Muybridge's initial motion
photography experiments in 1877 and even including The Taxi Dancer (1996). Among the genres
included are classics, dramas, Westerns, light comedies, documentaries and even poorly produced
early pornography. Masterpieces such as Joan the Woman (1916), Intolerance (1916) and Faust
(1926) can be found, as well as rare titles that have not received critical attention since their original
releases. Each entry provides the most complete credits possible, a full description, critical
commentary, and an evaluation of the film's unique place in motion picture history. Birth dates,
death dates, and other facts are provided for the directors and players where available, with a
selection of photographs of those individuals. The work is thoroughly indexed.
  buster keaton the general: The British Library General Catalogue of Printed Books
1976 to 1982 British Library, 1983
  buster keaton the general: Life , 1922
  buster keaton the general: Bigger Than Blockbusters James Roman, 2009-02-17 Whether it's
the hum drum existence of Marion Crane and her illicit love affair, the psychotic antics of Norman
Bates, the sudden irrational migration of birds, a crop duster swooping down on Roger Thornhill in
the middle of nowhere, or Vincent Vega and Mia Wallace's unforgettable dance at Jack Rabbit Slim's
- they are all cinematic moments that forever changed the psyche and viewing experience of
American audiences. Bigger Than Blockbusters: Movies That Defined America tells the stories
behind the most significant and influential films in American culture, movies that have had a
profound influence on the literary, cinematic and popular culture of our time. Arranged
chronologically, the volume gives readers an opportunity to place the films within the context of the
social and cultural historic dynamic of the time, making this an ideal source for student papers and
reports. Each entry includes the filmmaker, actors, release information, a synopsis of the film,
critics' reviews, awards, current availability, and then background on the making of the film in an
artistic, economic, and technological context. Spanning all genres, including horror and drama,
adventure, comedy, musicals, science fiction, and more, this volume is loaded with enough trivia and
factoids to satisfy even the most die-hard movie buff. Also included are other Greatest Films
compilations from the National Society of Film Critics and noteworthy sources for comparative
purposes. Guaranteed to inspire forays into film favorites as well as some very lively debate, this
resource is essential reading for film lovers and students alike.
  buster keaton the general: Silent Movies Plus! More Silent Films & Early Talkies on DVD John
Howard Reid, 2015-07-27 Almost all the CLASSIC HOLLYWOOD MOVIES discussed in this book are
currently available on DVD. Many are sold by specialist stores such as Oldies. And now that vintage
titles are being pressed on demand, theoretically they will never go out of print! However, an
attempt has been made to include some of the classics that are not so well-known, as well as those
that are more frequently aired on TV or are prominently featured in retail and mail order stores.
Here, for example, are a few of the movie titles that begin with the letter S Seven Keys to Baldpate
(1917), Seven Keys to Baldpate (1947), She Goes To War (1929), the Shining Adventure (1925), the
Ship of Lost Men (1929), Show-Off (1926), Silent Enemy (1930), Sky Bride (1932), Sky High (1922),
Slums of New York (1932), the Smart Set (1928), Son of the Gods (1930), Speedway (1929), Spite
Marriage (1929), the Squall (1929), Square Shoulders (1929), Stranger in Town (1932), Strictly
Unconventional (1930), Sunset Trail (1932), Svengali (1931).
  buster keaton the general: United Artists Peter Krämer, Gary Needham, Yannis Tzioumakis,
Tino Balio, 2020-01-29 Established in 1919 by Hollywood's top talent United Artists has had an
illustrious history, from Hollywood minor to industry leader to a second-tier media company in the
shadow of MGM. This edited collection brings together leading film historians to examine key
aspects of United Artists' centennial history from its origins to the sometimes chaotic developments
of the last four decades. The focus is on several key executives – ranging from Joseph Schenck to
Paula Wagner and Tom Cruise – and on many of the people making films for United Artists, including



Gloria Swanson, David O. Selznick, Kirk Douglas, the Mirisch brothers and Woody Allen. Drawing on
a wide range of primary sources, individual case studies explore the mutually supportive but also in
places highly contentious relationships between United Artists and its producers, the difficult
balance between artistic and commercial objectives, and the resulting hits and misses (among them
The General, the Pink Panther franchise, Heaven’s Gate, Cruising, and Hot Tub Time Machine). The
second volume in the Routledge Hollywood Centenary series, United Artists is a fascinating and
comprehensive study of the firm’s history and legacy, perfect for students and researchers of cinema
and film history, media industries, and Hollywood.
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