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The Book of Cats by T.S. Eliot is an enchanting and enduring work that has captivated readers and
theatergoers alike since its publication and subsequent adaptation. Originally conceived as a poem,
it was transformed into the musical phenomenon Cats, which became one of the most successful and
beloved theatrical productions of the 20th century. This article explores the origins, themes,
structure, and cultural impact of T.S. Eliot's Book of Cats, illuminating its significance in both
literary and theatrical worlds.

---

Origins and Background of the Book of Cats

Literary Foundations

T.S. Eliot, renowned for his poetic mastery and modernist innovations, first introduced the concept
that would evolve into the Book of Cats in his 1939 poetry collection Old Possum's Book of Practical
Cats. Originally written for his godchildren, Eliot's whimsical and humorous poems portrayed
various cats with distinct personalities, quirks, and behaviors. These poems reflected Eliot's
fascination with feline characters, blending wit, satire, and a keen observation of animal traits.

From Poems to a Musical

The transition from poetry to theater was initiated when the English composer Andrew Lloyd
Webber discovered Eliot’s poems in the early 1980s. Inspired by the vivid characters and poetic
rhythm, Lloyd Webber envisioned a musical adaptation. After extensive development, the musical
Cats premiered in London in 1981 and quickly gained worldwide acclaim. Although the musical's
script and staging incorporated additional elements, the core characters and themes originated from
Eliot’s Book of Cats.

---

The Structure and Content of the Book of Cats

Poetry and Character Profiles

Eliot's Book of Cats is composed of witty, rhymed poems, each dedicated to a different feline



character. These characters exhibit a wide array of personalities, from the aristocratic to the
mischievous. The poems serve both as character sketches and moral allegories, often highlighting
human traits through feline personas.

Some of the most famous characters include:

Old Deuteronomy — the wise and venerable leader of the Jellicle cats

Macavity — the mysterious, elusive "mystery cat" often involved in mischief and crime

Gus the Theatre Cat — a retired actor reminiscing about his past glories

Mr. Mistoffelees — a magical and energetic cat with supernatural abilities

Rum Tum Tugger — the rebellious, charismatic feline with a flamboyant personality

These characters are brought to life through Eliot’s playful language, puns, and rhythmic schemes,
making each poem a miniature portrait.

Thematic Elements

The Book of Cats explores themes such as identity, social roles, aging, and the mysterious nature of
feline life. Eliot anthropomorphizes cats, endowing them with human-like qualities while maintaining
their animalistic charm. The poems also delve into the idea of belonging and the importance of
community, as seen in the interactions among the Jellicle cats and their society.

---

Literary Analysis of the Book of Cats

Poetic Style and Techniques

Eliot's poetic style in Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats is characterized by:

- Rhythm and Rhyme: Eliot employs playful rhyming schemes that lend musicality, making the poems
engaging and memorable.
- Humor and Satire: Many poems contain witty wordplay and satire, often poking fun at human
foibles through feline characters.
- Characterization: Each cat is vividly depicted through concise, evocative descriptions that reveal
personality traits and quirks.



Symbolism and Allegory

The cats symbolize various aspects of human nature and societal roles. For example:

- Macavity, the "Napoleon of Crime," embodies deception and cunning.
- Old Deuteronomy represents wisdom and authority.
- Rum Tum Tugger’s rebelliousness reflects individuality and nonconformity.

Eliot’s use of feline characters as allegories provides insight into human behaviors and social
dynamics, making the poems rich in meaning beneath their playful surface.

---

The Cultural Impact of the Book of Cats

Influence on Theater and Popular Culture

The transformation of Eliot’s poems into the musical Cats revolutionized musical theater. The show
broke records and garnered numerous awards, including Olivier and Tony Awards. Its success
introduced Eliot’s whimsical characters and poetic style to a broad audience, elevating the cultural
status of the original poems.

Some notable impacts include:

- Popularizing the concept of character-driven musical theater.
- Inspiring adaptations and references in various media.
- Encouraging a renewed interest in poetry, especially in its playful and accessible forms.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

The enduring popularity of Cats and the original poems attest to their universal appeal. The
characters have become cultural icons, with Macavity and Rum Tum Tugger frequently referenced
or parodied. Eliot’s Book of Cats also paved the way for other literary works to explore animal
characters, blending humor, moral reflection, and social commentary.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Charm of T.S. Eliot’s Cats

T.S. Eliot’s Book of Cats remains a remarkable fusion of poetic craftsmanship and theatrical
imagination. Its playful yet insightful portrayal of feline personalities has transcended its original
medium, influencing theater, literature, and popular culture. The poems’ clever language,



memorable characters, and underlying themes continue to resonate with audiences, illustrating
Eliot’s mastery of capturing the complexity of both animals and human nature.

Whether read as delightful poetry or experienced as part of the grand spectacle of Cats, Eliot’s work
exemplifies the power of art to transform simple observations into universal stories. As a testament
to creativity and wit, the Book of Cats secures its place as a timeless piece of literary and theatrical
history, inviting new generations to enjoy its charm and insight.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of T.S. Eliot's 'Old Possum's Book of
Practical Cats'?
The main theme revolves around the whimsical and humorous personalities of various cats,
exploring their behaviors, traits, and the feline world through playful verse.

How did 'Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats' influence
popular culture?
The book inspired the famous musical 'Cats' by Andrew Lloyd Webber, which brought the poems'
characters and themes to a global stage, making them widely recognizable.

Are the poems in 'Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats'
suitable for children?
Yes, the poems are humorous and playful, making them suitable for children, though they also
contain literary nuances appreciated by adult readers.

What is the significance of the character Macavity in the
book?
Macavity is portrayed as a mysterious and cunning cat, often called the 'Mystery Cat,' symbolizing
mischief and criminality, and is one of the most famous characters from the collection.

How does T.S. Eliot's poetic style in 'Old Possum's Book of
Practical Cats' differ from his other works?
Unlike his more serious and complex poetry, this collection features playful, simple, and humorous
verse with rhythmic, catchy rhymes, aimed at entertaining a broad audience.

Is 'Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats' available in the public
domain?
Yes, since the book was published in 1939 and the author passed away in 1965, it is now in the



public domain in many countries, making it freely accessible for reading and adaptation.

Additional Resources
Book of Cats T.S. Eliot: An In-Depth Exploration of a Literary and Cultural Phenomenon

The phrase Book of Cats T.S. Eliot immediately evokes a rich tapestry of literary innovation,
theatrical spectacle, and cultural influence. Centered around the seminal work Old Possum's Book of
Practical Cats, authored by T.S. Eliot, this collection of whimsical poems has transcended its initial
publication to become a cornerstone of 20th-century literature and popular culture. This
investigative article aims to unpack the origins, themes, adaptations, and enduring legacy of Eliot’s
feline-themed oeuvre, providing a comprehensive understanding for scholars, enthusiasts, and
casual readers alike.

---

Origins and Context of T.S. Eliot’s Book of Cats

Biographical Background and Literary Environment

Thomas Stearns Eliot (1888–1965), an American-born poet, essayist, and playwright, was a towering
figure in modernist literature. His early academic pursuits at Harvard, followed by studies in
philosophy and literature in Europe, cultivated a profound appreciation for language, rhythm, and
form. By the early 1930s, Eliot had established himself as an influential voice with works like The
Waste Land and The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock, which challenged and reshaped poetic
conventions.

During this period, Eliot’s engagement with theatrical and literary circles, notably in London,
fostered collaborations and creative experimentation. It was in this fertile environment that Eliot
authored Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats, first published in 1939, initially as a collection of
lighthearted poems intended for children and adult readers alike.

Publication History and Immediate Reception

The original publication, by Faber & Faber, was modest in scope—a slim volume of 35 poems
showcasing a variety of feline personalities. These poems, characterized by their playful language,
rhythmic cadences, and humorous observations, quickly gained popularity among British readers.
Critics appreciated Eliot’s ability to anthropomorphize cats, capturing their enigmatic personalities
with wit and subtlety.

Although initially considered a minor work compared to Eliot’s more serious poetry, Practical Cats
resonated with a broad audience, laying the groundwork for future adaptations. Its accessible style
and charming illustrations by Edward Gorey (in later editions) contributed to its widespread appeal.



---

Thematic Analysis of Old Possum’s Book of Practical
Cats

Characterization of Cats: Archetypes and Personalities

Eliot’s poems introduce a diverse cast of feline characters, each embodying distinct traits and social
roles. Some notable examples include:

- Growltiger: The flamboyant, pirate-like cat with a flair for the dramatic.
- Gus (Asparagus): The aged actor whose theatrical career has waned.
- Mungojerrie and Rumpleteazer: The mischievous sibling duo with a penchant for misadventure.
- Macavity: The elusive, villainous "Napoleon of Crime" cat.

These characters serve as allegories for human traits—ambition, vanity, mischief, villainy—allowing
readers to explore human virtues and vices through feline personas.

Humor, Language, and Rhythm

Eliot’s mastery of playful language, internal rhyme, and rhythmic patterns imbues the poems with
musicality. The poems often employ:

- Repetitive phrases for emphasis and memorability.
- Alliteration and consonance to enhance the musical quality.
- Simple yet vivid imagery that appeals to both children and adults.

For example, the poem Gus: The Theatre Cat employs a conversational tone, capturing the
personality of an aging actor reminiscing about his stage days, evoking nostalgia and humor
simultaneously.

Underlying Themes and Symbolism

While ostensibly lighthearted, the poems subtly explore themes such as:

- Identity and Self-awareness: Each cat’s self-description reflects their understanding of their place
in the world.
- Social Hierarchy and Status: The cats’ personalities mirror societal roles, from the noble to the
mischievous.
- Transformation and Aging: Poems like Gus highlight the passage of time and the inevitability of
change.



Eliot’s playful yet perceptive portrayal of cats offers a reflection on human nature, emphasizing
individuality and social dynamics.

---

From Book to Stage: The Evolution of Cats

The Transformation into Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Musical

Perhaps the most significant development stemming from Eliot’s book is the 1981 musical Cats,
composed by Andrew Lloyd Webber. This adaptation transformed the collection of poems into a full-
length theatrical production, blending Eliot’s original texts with choreography, staging, and musical
composition.

The process involved:

- Selection of Poems: Key pieces from Old Possum’s were integrated into the musical narrative.
- Lyric Adaptation: Eliot’s playful language was adapted into lyrical form, maintaining rhythm and
humor.
- Stage Design and Costumes: Innovative costumes and set designs brought feline characters to life,
emphasizing their personalities.

Cats became a global phenomenon, running for over 20 years in London and New York, and
captivating audiences worldwide.

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

The musical’s success rested on multiple factors:

- Its universal appeal and memorable songs such as “Memory.”
- Its innovative use of dance and theatrical effects.
- The nostalgic and whimsical charm of Eliot’s original poetry.

However, critics have also debated the artistic merits of Lloyd Webber’s Cats, citing its spectacle
over narrative depth. Nonetheless, its influence on musical theatre remains profound, and it
introduced Eliot’s work to a new generation of audiences.

---

Legacy and Critical Reappraisal



Literary Significance and Influence

Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats occupies a unique space within Eliot’s oeuvre and 20th-century
literature. Its influence can be seen in:

- The blending of poetic form with humor and character.
- The inspiration it provided for other children’s literature and anthologies.
- Its role in popularizing poetry through theatricality and music.

Scholars recognize Eliot’s skill in balancing literary sophistication with accessible entertainment,
making his feline poems a model for engaging diverse audiences.

Criticism and Controversies

Despite its popularity, the book has faced criticism:

- Some critics argue that the poems lack depth and are overly simplistic.
- Others question the commercialization following the musical adaptation, viewing it as a dilution of
the original literary intent.
- Certain cultural and racial stereotypes in the poems have prompted debates about their
appropriateness in modern contexts.

Nevertheless, contemporary critics often acknowledge the work’s craftsmanship and its enduring
cultural footprint.

Modern Reappraisals and Continued Relevance

Today, Old Possum’s remains a beloved collection, frequently reprinted with new illustrations and
interpretations. Its themes of individuality, aging, and social roles continue to resonate. Moreover,
the musical Cats still enjoys revivals and streaming, attesting to its lasting appeal.

In academic circles, scholars examine Eliot’s feline poems as examples of modernist playful
experimentation and as reflections of societal attitudes of the time.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Charm of T.S. Eliot’s Felines

The Book of Cats T.S. Eliot exemplifies the power of poetry to transcend its initial form and inspire
cultural phenomena. From its modest beginnings as a collection of whimsical poems, it has grown
into a theatrical icon and a subject of scholarly interest. Eliot’s mastery of language, character, and
rhythm created a universe where cats are archetypes, humorists, and mysteries—mirroring human
society with wit and insight.



Whether appreciated for its literary craftsmanship or its cultural impact, Old Possum’s Book of
Practical Cats remains a testament to Eliot’s versatility and vision. Its influence endures, inviting
new generations to explore the playful, poetic world of cats and the deeper truths they embody.

---

In summary:

- The origin and publication history of Eliot’s feline poems reveal a work rooted in humor and
literary innovation.
- The collection explores themes of identity, society, and aging through vivid characters and
rhythmic language.
- The transformation into Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Cats expanded its cultural reach but also sparked
debates about artistic depth.
- Its legacy persists in literature, theatre, and popular culture, underscoring Eliot’s enduring
influence.

The Book of Cats T.S. Eliot remains a luminous example of how humor, poetry, and theatricality can
combine to create a timeless cultural artifact—an invitation to see the world through the playful,
perceptive eyes of feline characters.
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  book of cats ts eliot: Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats Thomas Stearns Eliot, 1967 A
collection of T.S. Eliot's poems which concern cats including Mr. Mistoffelees, and Skimbleshanks:
The Railway Cat.
  book of cats ts eliot: The Naming of Cats T. S. Eliot, 2021-11-02 The Naming of Cats is a
difficult matter, It isn't just one of your holiday games; You may think at first I'm as mad as a hatter
When I tell you, a cat must have THREE DIFFERENT NAMES. The first poem in Eliot's Old Possum's
Book of Practical Cats is a brilliant introduction to the fabulous world of Cats, featuring names such
as Bombalurina and Munkustrap - made famous by the recent film! The seventh gorgeous Cats
picture book with lively and colourful illustrations by Arthur Robins. Perfect for reading aloud,
singing or performing!
  book of cats ts eliot: Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats T. S. Eliot, 2011-06-01 This classic
book contains a lovely collection of poetry on cats originally written by T.S. Elliot for his godchildren
and friends, and the loveable felines featured in this book were the basis for the well-known and
extremely popular musical 'Cats'. This book would make an excellent addition to the bookshelf of any
home. Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now
extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are republishing these classic works in affordable,
high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
  book of cats ts eliot: Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats T. S. Eliot, 1999 First published in
1939, T. S. Eliot's collection of cat poems, written originally to amuse his godchildren and friends,
has become one of the all-time favourites of children's literature.
  book of cats ts eliot: Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats Thomas Stearns Eliot, Nicolas
Bentley, 1939 Eliot's collection of cat poems is an absolute favourite in children's literature, and
inspired the musical 'Cats'.
  book of cats ts eliot: Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats T. S. Eliot, 2015 A stunning new
gift edition of this much-loved classic, with the celebrated black-and-white illustrations by Edward
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Gorey. Cats! Some are sane, and some are mad. Some are good, and some are bad . . . The whimsical
1982 Old Possum's illustrations have been lovingly restored and are showcased in this beautiful new
poetry edition, perfect for children and Eliot aficionados alike. These lovable cat poems were written
by T. S. Eliot for his godchildren and continue to delight children and grown-ups. The collection
inspired the musical Cats!, and features Macavity, Mr Mistofelees and Growltiger!
  book of cats ts eliot: Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats Thomas Stearns Eliot, 1940
  book of cats ts eliot: Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats - Illustrated by Nicolas
Bentley T. S. Eliot, 2020-04-25 T. S. Eliot's playful cat poems have delighted readers and cat lovers
around the world ever since they were first published in 1939. They were originally composed for his
godchildren, with Eliot posing as Old Possum himself, and later inspired the legendary musical Cats.
  book of cats ts eliot: Jellicle Cats T. S. Eliot, 2017-01-31 Jellicle Cats come one and all.
Jellicles come to the Jellicle Ball. Join the Jellicle Cats under the Jellicle Moon in the forth
picture-book pairing from Arthur Robins and T. S. Eliot's Old Possum's cats, as they dance the night
away. To sit alongside other classics such as The Gruffalo, The Tiger Who Came to Tea, and Spot.
  book of cats ts eliot: Old Possum's Book of Practical CATS T. S. Eliot, Rebecca Ashdown,
2019-11-07 NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE! The poems by T.S. Eliot that inspired the movie
Cats. Cats! Some are sane and some are mad and some are good and some are bad. Meet magical
Mr. Mistoffelees, sleepy Old Deuteronomy, and curious Rum Tum Tugger. But you'll be lucky to meet
Macavity because Macavity's not there! In 1925 T.S. Eliot became co-director of Faber & Faber, who
remain his publishers to this day. Throughout the 1930s he composed the now famous poems about
Macavity, Old Deuteronomy, Mr. Mistoffelees and many other cats, under the name of 'Old Possum.'
In 1981 Eliot's poems were set to music by Andrew Lloyd Webber as Cats, which went on to become
the longest-running Broadway musical in history and is now a film starring Taylor Swift, Idris Elba,
Judi Dench, Ian McKellan, Rebel Wilson, Jennifer Hudson, Jason Derulo, Francesca Hayward, and
James Corden. With illustrations by Rebecca Ashdown.
  book of cats ts eliot: Skimbleshanks T. S. Eliot, 2016-06-03 A wonderful new picture book
version of one of T. S. Eliot's most popular cat poems from a timeless magical partnership. We must
find him or the train can't start! All aboard as Skimbleshanks, the Railway Cat, stars in the third
picture-book pairing from Arthur Robins and T. S. Eliot's Old Possum's cats, set on the Night Mail
train where Skimble won't let anything go wrong. To sit alongside other classics such as The
Gruffalo, The Tiger Who Came to Tea, and Spot. 'Beautifully illustrated to bring the poem to life.'
Independent 'A fabulous way to introduce young readers to poetry.' Huffington Post
  book of cats ts eliot: The illustrated Old Possum Thomas Stearns Eliot, 1940 These playful
verses by a celebrated poet have delighted readers and cat lovers around the world ever since they
were gathered for publication in 1939. As Valerie Eliot has pointed out, there are a number of
references to cats in T.S. Eliot's work, but it was to his godchildren, particularly Tom Faber and
Alison Tandy, in the 1930s, that he first revealed himself as Old Possum and for whom he composed
his poems; later inspired the legendary musical Cats.
  book of cats ts eliot: Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats T. S. Eliot, 2014-02-04 'The cat
himself knows and will never confess...' To celebrate Old Possum's 75th anniversary we have
commissioned lively new illustrations from Rebecca Ashdown for T.S. Eliot's original book of
Practical Cats. Featuring Macavity, the Mystery Cat; Mr Mistofelees, the Original Conjuring Cat;
Mungojerrie and Rumpelteazer and all the gang, this is a must for every child's bookshelf and is a
great companion to the Andrew Lloyd Webber stage show.
  book of cats ts eliot: T.S. Eliot Thomas Stearns Eliot, 1996
  book of cats ts eliot: The Poems of T. S. Eliot Volume II T. S. Eliot, 2015-11-17 The Poems
of T. S. Eliot is the authoritative edition of one of our greatest poets, scrupulously edited by
Christopher Ricks and Jim McCue. It provides, for the first time, a fully scrutinized text of Eliot's
poems, carefully restoring accidental omissions and removing textual errors that have crept in over
the full century in which Eliot has been so frequently printed and reprinted. The edition also
presents many poems from Eliot's youth which were published only decades later, as well as others



that saw only private circulation in his lifetime, of which dozens are collected for the first time. To
accompany Eliot's poems, Christopher Ricks and Jim McCue have provided a commentary that
illuminates the creative activity that came to constitute each poem, calling upon drafts,
correspondence and other original materials to provide a vivid account of the poet's working
processes, his reading, his influences and his revisions. The first volume respects Eliot's decisions by
opening with his Collected Poems 1909-1962 in the form in which he issued it, shortly before his
death fifty years ago. There follow in this first volume the uncollected poems from his youth that he
had chosen to publish, along with such other poems as could be considered suitable for publication.
The second volume opens with the two books of poems of other kinds that he issued, Old Possum's
Book of Practical Cats and his translation of Perse's Anabase, moving then to verses privately
circulated as informal or improper or clubmanlike. Each of these sections is accompanied by its
respective commentary, and then, pertaining to the entire edition, there is a comprehensive textual
history recording variants both manuscript and published. The Poems of T. S. Eliot is a work of
enlightening scholarship that will delight and inform all those who read Eliot for pleasure, as well as
all those who read with pleasure and for study. Here are a new accuracy and an unparalleled insight
into the marvels and landmarks from The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock and The Waste Land
through to Four Quartets
  book of cats ts eliot: Critical Companion to T. S. Eliot Russell Murphy, 2007 Best known for
his works The Waste Land, Four Quartets, and The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock, T S Eliot is one of
the most popular 20th-century poets studied in high school and college English classes. This work
explores the life and works of this amazing Nobel Prize-winning writer, with analyses of Eliot's
writing.
  book of cats ts eliot: The Modernist Human Noriko Takeda, 2008 Modernist poetry, in its
fragmented form, continues to intrigue readers. In this sequel to A Flowering Word (Peter Lang,
2000), Noriko Takeda clarifies the modernist schism's meaningful role as a productive furnace for
both interpretive humanness and its own solid concretization. The discussed main works are
Stéphane Mallarmé's Hérodiade, T. S. Eliot's Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats, and shorter
poems in foregrounded lyricality by these two writers.
  book of cats ts eliot: T. S. Eliot: Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats Tóth Beáta, 1987
  book of cats ts eliot: Macavity Mini Collection T. S. Eliot, 2018-11-27 Perfect for fans of CATS,
this is all the favorite poems collected in an adorable mini collection!Macavity' (the mystery cat!) is
one of the best-loved poems from T. S. Eliot's Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats - the inspiration
for Cats: The Musical - beloved by generations of children and their parents.This miniature
collection will include: Macavity Skimbleshanks Mr Mistofolees Jellicle Cats Cat Morgan
Mungojerrie and Rumpleteezer
  book of cats ts eliot: The Poems of T. S. Eliot T. S. Eliot, 2015-12-15 A monumental event in
Eliot scholarship. Pegasus Award for Criticism 2016 This critical edition of T. S. Eliot’s Poems
establishes a new text of the Collected Poems 1909–1962, rectifying accidental omissions and errors
that have crept in during the century since Eliot’s astonishing debut, The Love Song of J. Alfred
Prufrock. As well as the masterpieces, the edition contains the poems of Eliot’s youth, which were
rediscovered only decades later, others that circulated privately during his lifetime, and love poems
from his final years, written for his wife Valerie Eliot. Christopher Ricks and Jim McCue have
provided a commentary that illuminates the imaginative life of each poem. Calling upon Eliot’s
critical writings, as well as his drafts, letters, and other original materials, they illustrate not only
the breadth of Eliot’s interests and the range of his writings, but how it was that the author of
Gerontion came to write Triumphal March and then Four Quartets. Thanks to the family and friends
who recognized Eliot’s genius and preserved his writings from an early age, the archival record is
exceptionally complete, enabling us to follow in unique detail the progress of a mind that never
ceased exploring. Following the collected and uncollected poems of the first volume, this second
volume opens with the two books of verse of other kinds that Eliot issued: the children’s verse of Old
Possum’s Book of Practical Cats and his translation of St.-John Perse’s Anabase. This volume then



gathers the verses Eliot contributed to the learnedly lighthearted exchanges of Noctes Binanianæ
and others for intimate friends or written off the cuff. Each of these sections has its own
commentary. Finally, and pertaining to the entire edition, there is a comprehensive textual history
that contains not only variants from all known drafts and the many printings but also extended
passages amounting to hundreds of lines of compelling verse. I do not know for certain how much of
my own mind he invented.—William Empson
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