
bernard cornwell the last kingdom series
bernard cornwell the last kingdom series has captivated readers around the world with its
gripping portrayal of early medieval Britain, compelling characters, and vivid storytelling. As a
historical fiction series, it offers a rich tapestry of adventure, betrayal, loyalty, and warfare set during
the tumultuous era of the Saxon invasions and the unification of England. This article explores the
origins of the series, its main themes, key characters, historical accuracy, and its adaptations,
providing a comprehensive overview for both new readers and longtime fans.

Overview of Bernard Cornwell and The Last Kingdom
Series

Who Is Bernard Cornwell?
Bernard Cornwell is a renowned British author celebrated for his compelling historical novels. With a
career spanning decades, Cornwell has written numerous series centered around different periods of
history, including the Napoleonic Wars, the American Revolution, and medieval Britain. His meticulous
research and engaging storytelling have earned him a dedicated global readership.

The Birth of The Last Kingdom Series
The Last Kingdom series was launched in 2004 and quickly gained popularity for its vivid depiction of
9th-century Britain. Inspired by Cornwell’s fascination with the Viking Age and early English history,
the series chronicles the life of Uhtred of Bebbanburg, a noble Saxon who is captured and raised by
Vikings, navigating the complex cultural and political landscape of the time.

Main Themes and Historical Context

Historical Setting
The series is set during the late 9th and early 10th centuries, a period marked by the Viking invasions
of Britain and the eventual emergence of a unified England. The political landscape was fragmented,
with multiple kingdoms vying for power, and the Vikings establishing settlements and conducting
raids along the coastlines.

Key Themes

Identity and Loyalty: Uhtred’s struggle to reconcile his Saxon heritage with his Viking
upbringing explores themes of cultural identity and allegiance.



War and Warfare: The series vividly depicts medieval combat, strategy, and the brutal
realities of warfare during this era.

Power and Politics: Intrigue, betrayal, and alliances play a central role as kingdoms vie for
dominance.

Religion and Belief: The clash between pagan Norse beliefs and Christian Saxon traditions
adds depth to character motivations and conflicts.

Main Characters and Character Development

Uhtred of Bebbanburg
The protagonist, Uhtred, is a complex figure whose journey from a young noble Saxon to a seasoned
warrior forms the heart of the series. His internal conflicts regarding his identity, loyalty, and destiny
drive much of the narrative.

Other Notable Characters

King Alfred the Great: The legendary Saxon king who seeks to defend and unify his kingdom,
often appearing as a mentor and political figure.

Brida: Uhtred’s fierce Viking companion, whose loyalty and personal ambitions influence the
series’ events.

Steapa: Uhtred’s loyal warrior and friend, known for his strength and combat skills.

Other Historical Figures: The series also features real historical figures like Guthrum,
Aethelred, and other kings, providing authenticity to the story.


