
the red queen book philippa gregory
the red queen book philippa gregory is a captivating historical novel that
transports readers to the tumultuous world of 15th-century England. Renowned
author Philippa Gregory masterfully weaves a tale of power, betrayal, and
ambition centered around the enigmatic figure of Margaret Beaufort, mother of
King Henry VII. This book is part of Gregory’s extensive collection of
historical fiction, which has garnered a dedicated readership and critical
acclaim for its vivid storytelling and meticulous research. In this article,
we will explore the themes, characters, historical context, and significance
of The Red Queen by Philippa Gregory, providing a comprehensive overview for
both new readers and longtime fans.

---

Overview of The Red Queen by Philippa Gregory

Plot Summary

The Red Queen chronicles the life of Margaret Beaufort, a central figure in
the Wars of the Roses and the mother of Henry VII. The novel begins with her
childhood, highlighting her early education and the political upheavals that
shape her worldview. As Margaret navigates the treacherous landscape of noble
alliances and rivalries, she is driven by her unwavering desire to see her
son crowned king. Gregory paints a vivid picture of her resilience, cunning,
and relentless pursuit of power.

The narrative traces Margaret’s journey from a young girl betrothed to the
future King Henry VI to her strategic manipulations that ultimately lead to
her son's ascension to the throne. The story delves into her personal
sacrifices, her complex relationships with other nobles, and her unwavering
faith in her destiny. Throughout the novel, themes of loyalty, ambition, and
survival are explored in depth.

Key Characters

- Margaret Beaufort: The protagonist, a fiercely intelligent and ambitious
woman determined to secure her son’s future.
- Henry Tudor (Henry VII): Margaret’s son, whose claim to the throne is
central to the story.
- Henry VI: The weak and pious king, whose reign influences Margaret’s
actions.
- Elizabeth of York: Henry VII’s wife and a key figure in the political
landscape.



- Richard III: The controversial king whose actions and reputation cast a
shadow over the period.

---

Historical Context of The Red Queen

The Wars of the Roses

Set against the backdrop of the Wars of the Roses—a series of dynastic
conflicts between the Houses of Lancaster and York—The Red Queen provides a
detailed look at this turbulent period in English history. The war was
characterized by shifting alliances, battles, and political intrigue, which
Gregory vividly depicts through her characters’ personal struggles.

The novel illuminates how Margaret Beaufort’s life was profoundly affected by
these conflicts. Her unwavering support for the Lancastrian cause and her
strategic marriages exemplify the ways noble families navigated the chaos to
preserve their influence.

Significance of Margaret Beaufort

Margaret Beaufort is often considered one of the most powerful women of her
time. Gregory’s portrayal emphasizes her intelligence, political acumen, and
unwavering faith. Her role in the eventual rise of the Tudor dynasty is a
testament to her influence, making her a pivotal figure in English history.

Understanding her story offers insights into the broader political landscape
of late medieval England and the enduring impact of her actions on the course
of history.

---

Themes Explored in The Red Queen

Power and Ambition

At the heart of the novel lies the theme of power—how it is acquired,
maintained, and lost. Gregory explores the lengths to which Margaret Beaufort
is willing to go to secure her son’s throne, including political marriages,
alliances, and manipulations.



The novel demonstrates that ambition is often intertwined with sacrifice, and
Margaret’s unwavering pursuit of her goals showcases the complexities of
wielding power as a woman in a male-dominated society.

Fate and Destiny

Gregory emphasizes the importance of faith and destiny throughout the
narrative. Margaret’s religious convictions and her belief in divine
providence guide her decisions, reinforcing the idea that her rise to power
is part of a divine plan.

This theme adds depth to her character, showcasing her resilience and
conviction as she faces numerous setbacks and betrayals.

Family and Loyalty

The novel examines the bonds of family, loyalty, and the sacrifices made for
those relationships. Margaret’s devotion to her son and her determination to
see him crowned reflect her prioritization of family legacy.

However, the novel also depicts the betrayals and conflicts within noble
families, illustrating the fragile nature of loyalty during times of
political upheaval.

---

Why Readers Should Choose The Red Queen

Historical Accuracy and Rich Detail

Philippa Gregory is renowned for her meticulous research, and The Red Queen
is no exception. The novel offers an authentic glimpse into 15th-century
England, with detailed descriptions of court life, clothing, and customs.

This attention to detail immerses readers in the period, making the
historical setting both vivid and believable.

Complex and Strong Female Protagonist

Unlike many historical novels that focus on male figures, Gregory’s portrayal
of Margaret Beaufort highlights a powerful female lead. Her intelligence,



resilience, and strategic thinking challenge traditional gender roles and
inspire readers.

Engaging and Well-Written Narrative

Gregory’s storytelling skills shine through in the compelling narrative, rich
character development, and suspenseful plot twists. The novel balances
historical facts with engaging storytelling, making it suitable for fans of
both history and fiction.

---

Comparison with Other Philippa Gregory Novels

The Tudor Series

The Red Queen is often compared to other works by Philippa Gregory that
explore the Tudor dynasty, such as The Other Boleyn Girl and The Queen’s
Fool. While those novels mainly focus on the women surrounding Henry VIII,
The Red Queen offers a broader view of the early Tudor period through
Margaret Beaufort’s perspective.

Stand-Alone or Series?

While The Red Queen is part of Gregory’s larger collection of historical
novels, it can also be read as a stand-alone book. However, fans of her work
might enjoy reading it alongside related titles to gain a more comprehensive
understanding of the period.

---

Critical Reception and Reader Feedback

Academic and Literary Reviews

Critics have praised The Red Queen for its detailed historical accuracy,
complex characters, and compelling storytelling. Many highlight Gregory’s
ability to bring a lesser-known historical figure to life with depth and
nuance.



Reader Opinions

Readers often commend the novel for its immersive narrative and strong female
protagonist. Some note that the book provides a fresh perspective on the Wars
of the Roses and the rise of the Tudor dynasty.

Common praises include:

- Well-researched historical context
- Engaging plot and character development
- Thought-provoking themes of power and faith

---

Conclusion: The Legacy of The Red Queen by
Philippa Gregory

The Red Queen remains a significant work in the genre of historical fiction,
thanks to Philippa Gregory’s masterful storytelling and dedication to
historical authenticity. It offers a compelling portrait of Margaret
Beaufort, a woman whose intelligence and ambition helped shape the course of
English history. Whether you are a history enthusiast, a fan of strong female
characters, or simply enjoy well-crafted novels, The Red Queen is a must-read
that provides both entertainment and insight into a pivotal era.

By exploring themes of power, faith, and family, Gregory’s novel not only
entertains but also encourages reflection on the complexities of leadership
and the enduring influence of historical figures. As part of her broader body
of work, The Red Queen continues to inspire readers to delve into the rich
tapestry of England’s past.

---

Discover more about Philippa Gregory’s works and immerse yourself in the
fascinating world of medieval and Tudor England.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Red Queen' by Philippa
Gregory?
'The Red Queen' centers around the life of Margaret Beaufort, a key figure in
the Wars of the Roses, exploring her political ambitions, personal struggles,
and her pivotal role in the birth of the Tudor dynasty.



Who are the main characters in 'The Red Queen'?
The primary characters include Margaret Beaufort, King Henry VII, and other
members of the Tudor and York families, as well as historical figures like
Elizabeth of York and Richard III.

How historically accurate is Philippa Gregory's 'The
Red Queen'?
While Gregory weaves historical facts into her narrative, some events and
character portrayals are fictionalized for dramatic effect. The novel offers
a vivid, though sometimes dramatized, depiction of the period.

What themes are explored in 'The Red Queen'?
Themes include political intrigue, power struggles, gender roles, ambition,
and the resilience of women in turbulent times.

Is 'The Red Queen' part of a series by Philippa
Gregory?
No, 'The Red Queen' is a standalone novel, but Philippa Gregory has written
other historical novels set in similar periods, often featuring
interconnected characters.

Who is the target audience for 'The Red Queen'?
The novel is aimed at readers interested in historical fiction, especially
those fascinated by the Wars of the Roses, Tudor history, and strong female
protagonists.

How does 'The Red Queen' depict Margaret Beaufort's
character?
The novel portrays Margaret as a complex, ambitious woman who is deeply
religious, fiercely determined, and willing to navigate dangerous political
waters to secure her son's future.

What are some critical reviews of 'The Red Queen'?
Reviews generally praise Gregory's vivid storytelling and detailed historical
setting, though some critics feel the character development could be deeper.
Overall, it is appreciated by fans of historical fiction.

Where can I find 'The Red Queen' by Philippa



Gregory?
The book is widely available in bookstores, online retailers, and libraries.
It is also available as an audiobook and e-book for digital readers.

Are there any adaptations of 'The Red Queen'?
As of now, 'The Red Queen' has not been officially adapted into a film or
television series, but Philippa Gregory's works have inspired other
adaptations in the past.

Additional Resources
The Red Queen Book Philippa Gregory: An In-Depth Exploration of Historical
Fiction Mastery

Philippa Gregory’s The Red Queen stands as a compelling example of historical
fiction that weaves intricate narratives with meticulous research and vivid
characterization. Since its publication, the novel has garnered both acclaim
and critique, positioning Gregory as a pivotal figure in the genre. This
investigative review aims to unpack the layers of The Red Queen, exploring
its historical context, narrative structure, thematic depth, and its place
within Gregory’s broader oeuvre.

---

Introduction: A Landmark in Historical Fiction

Published in 2010, The Red Queen is part of Philippa Gregory’s series of
novels set during the tumultuous period of the Wars of the Roses. Known for
her ability to breathe life into lesser-known historical figures, Gregory’s
storytelling balances scholarly detail with engaging prose. The novel’s title
alludes to Margaret Beaufort, a central figure whose ambition and cunning
define the narrative. As an investigative piece, it’s essential to analyze
how Gregory constructs her characters, portrays historical authenticity, and
navigates the complexities of political intrigue.

---

Historical Foundations and Context



The Wars of the Roses: Setting the Stage

The Wars of the Roses (1455–1487) was a protracted dynastic conflict between
the houses of Lancaster and York, vying for control of the English throne.
Gregory’s The Red Queen is set against this backdrop, immersing readers in a
period characterized by shifting alliances, betrayals, and the quest for
power.

Key historical elements include:
- The legitimacy and contested claims to the throne.
- The political machinations of noble families.
- The role of women as power brokers behind the scenes.
- The influence of religious and cultural factors.

By anchoring her narrative in this context, Gregory offers readers a window
into a time when survival often depended on wit, alliances, and ruthless
ambition, especially for women like Margaret Beaufort.

Historical Accuracy and Artistic License

While Gregory emphasizes fidelity to historical facts, she also takes
creative liberties to enhance storytelling. Critical points include:
- The portrayal of Margaret Beaufort’s character and motivations.
- The depiction of key events, sometimes dramatized for narrative effect.
- The fictionalization of certain interactions and inner thoughts.

Scholars have debated the extent to which Gregory’s portrayal aligns with
historical records, but her detailed research and references indicate a
strong commitment to authenticity.

---

Character Analysis and Narrative Structure

Margaret Beaufort: The Red Queen

At the heart of the novel is Margaret Beaufort, a formidable woman whose
intelligence and unwavering ambition propel her through a treacherous
landscape. Gregory depicts her as both a victim of her circumstances and a
shrewd manipulator.

Key traits include:
- Religious piety intertwined with political cunning.
- A relentless pursuit of her son’s claim to the throne.



- Strategic marriages and alliances.
- Inner conflicts between morality and necessity.

Gregory’s portrayal invites readers to consider the complexities of her
character—her resilience and her ruthless pragmatism.

Narrative Perspective and Style

The novel employs a third-person omniscient narration, shifting focus between
various characters, including:
- Margaret Beaufort herself.
- Other noble figures, advisors, and rivals.
- Members of the royal court.

This multi-layered approach provides depth, allowing readers to understand
different motivations and perspectives. Gregory’s prose is accessible yet
richly detailed, balancing dialogue, introspection, and action.

---

Thematic Depth and Symbolism

Power and Ambition

Central to The Red Queen is the exploration of power—how it is acquired,
maintained, and lost. Margaret’s relentless pursuit of her son’s claim
exemplifies the destructive potential of unchecked ambition.

Themes include:
- The sacrifices made for political gain.
- The manipulation of perceptions and alliances.
- The moral ambiguity of leadership.

Gender and Authority

Gregory examines the limited avenues available to women in medieval England,
highlighting:
- The use of marriage as a political tool.
- The influence of women behind the scenes.
- The struggle for agency within a patriarchal society.

Margaret’s character embodies both the constraints and the possibilities for
women’s power during this era.



Religion and Fate

Religious faith profoundly influences Margaret’s worldview and decisions. The
novel explores:
- The role of divine providence.
- The conflict between personal ambition and spiritual devotion.
- The use of religious symbolism to justify political actions.

---

Critical Reception and Impact

Academic and Literary Critiques

The Red Queen received a mixed but largely positive reception. Critics
praised Gregory’s detailed research and compelling characterizations but also
noted occasional dramatizations that may distort historical nuance. Some
scholars appreciated the novel’s focus on Margaret Beaufort, a figure often
overshadowed by her male counterparts.

Key points of critique:
- The balance between historical accuracy and storytelling.
- The portrayal of female agency.
- The complexity of character development.

Popular Appeal and Cultural Significance

The novel’s accessibility and vivid narrative style contributed to its
popularity among general readers. It also reignited interest in the lesser-
known figures of the Wars of the Roses, encouraging further exploration of
medieval women’s history.

---

Comparison with Other Works by Philippa Gregory

Gregory’s oeuvre includes numerous novels centered on women in history, such
as The White Queen, The Lady of the Rivers, and The King’s Curse. The Red
Queen is distinguished by:
- Its focus on Margaret Beaufort, a mother’s relentless pursuit for her son.
- Its darker tone and exploration of ruthless ambition.
- Its detailed depiction of the political machinations behind the throne.



This novel exemplifies Gregory’s signature blend of meticulous research and
engaging storytelling, cementing her reputation as a leading figure in
historical fiction.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of The Red
Queen

Philippa Gregory’s The Red Queen offers a multi-faceted look into a pivotal
period of English history through the lens of one of its most ambitious
women. Its success lies in Gregory’s ability to combine thorough historical
research with compelling narrative craftsmanship. The novel invites readers
to reconsider notions of power, gender, and morality, all set within a richly
textured historical universe.

As a long-form investigative review, it’s clear that The Red Queen not only
entertains but also educates, prompting ongoing discussion about historical
accuracy, representation of women in history, and the enduring appeal of
well-crafted historical fiction. Gregory’s mastery in bringing the past to
life ensures that her work remains influential and relevant for both scholars
and casual readers alike.

---

In summary, The Red Queen by Philippa Gregory stands as a testament to the
art of historical storytelling. Its layered characters, thematic richness,
and meticulous detail make it a significant contribution to the genre and a
compelling read for anyone interested in the intricate dance of history and
fiction.

The Red Queen Book Philippa Gregory

  the red queen book philippa gregory: The Red Queen Philippa Gregory, 2012-01-31 In her
second book of the Cousins' War series, #1 New York Times-bestselling author Gregory moves to the
Lancaster side, and tells the story of a determined woman who believes she is destined to shape the
course of history.
  the red queen book philippa gregory: The Red Queen Philippa Gregory, 2010-08-19 THE
SECOND NOVEL IN THE COUSINS' WAR SERIES FROM SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR,
PHILIPPA GREGORY Child-bride of Edmund Tudor, although widowed in her early teens, is
determined to infiltrate the house of York under the guise of loyal friend and servant. It's the only
way to ultimately ensure that her only son, Henry Tudor, triumphs as King of England. Through
collaboration with the dowager, Queen Elizabeth Woodville, Margaret agrees a betrothal between
Henry and Elizabeth's daughter, thereby uniting the families and resolving the Cousins War once
and for all by founding of the Tudor dynasty. Praise for Philippa Gregory: ‘Meticulously researched
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and deeply entertaining, this story of betrayal and divided loyalties is Gregory on top form’ Good
Housekeeping ‘Gregory has popularised Tudor history perhaps more than any other living fiction
writer…all of her books feature strong, complex women, doing their best to improve their lives in
worlds dominated by men’ Sunday Times ‘Engrossing’ Sunday Express ‘Popular historical fiction at
its finest, immaculately researched and superbly told’ The Times
  the red queen book philippa gregory: The Red Queen Philippa Gregory, 2011 Determined to
see her son Henry on the throne of England, pious Margaret Beaufort arranges politically
advantageous marriages, sends her son out of the country for his safety, and lays secret plans for a
battle between the houses of York and Lancaster.
  the red queen book philippa gregory: The Red Queen Philippa Gregory, 2011-04-05 Philippa
Gregory’s enthralling new novel brings to life a proud and determined woman who believes that she
alone is destined to shape the course of history. Heiress to the red rose of Lancaster, Margaret
Beaufort fervently believes that her house is the true ruler of England. Ignored by her sainted cousin
Henry VI, mocked by her mother, married at age twelve, and endangered by childbirth, she vows to
put her son on the throne. Naming him Henry, she sends him into exile and pledges him in marriage
to the daughter of her sworn enemy. Margaret charts her own way through loveless marriages,
treacherous alliances, and secret plots. Finally, she gambles her life to mastermind one of the
greatest rebellions of all time—all the while knowing that her grown son and his army await the
opportunity to win the greatest prize.
  the red queen book philippa gregory: Philippa Gregory's Wars of the Roses 2-Book Boxed Set
Philippa Gregory, 2011-08-09 From #1 New York Times bestselling author and “queen of royal
fiction” (USA TODAY) Philippa Gregory comes this ebook boxed set of the Wars of the Roses novels.
The Red Queen In a novel of conspiracy, passion, and coldhearted ambition, number one bestselling
author Philippa Gregory has brought to life the story of a proud and determined woman who believes
that she alone is destined, by her piety and lineage, to shape the course of history. In The Red
Queen, Gregory illuminates the fascinating woman who founded England’s most powerful ruling
line, the Tudors: Margaret Beaufort. The White Queen Elizabeth Woodville, a woman of
extraordinary beauty and ambition, secretly marries the newly crowned boy king of England. While
she rises to the demands of her exalted position and fights for the success of her family, her two
sons become the central figures in a famous unsolved mystery that has confounded historians for
centuries: the lost princes in the Tower of London. Philippa Gregory brings the artistry and intellect
of a master writer and storyteller to a new era in history and begins what is sure to be another
bestselling classic series.
  the red queen book philippa gregory: Philippa Gregory's The Cousins' War 3-Book Boxed Set
Philippa Gregory, 2011-12-20 From #1 New York Times bestselling author and “queen of royal
fiction” (USA TODAY) Philippa Gregory comes this ebook boxed set of The Cousins' War novels. The
Red Queen In a novel of conspiracy, passion, and coldhearted ambition, number one bestselling
author Philippa Gregory has brought to life the story of a proud and determined woman who believes
that she alone is destined, by her piety and lineage, to shape the course of history. In The Red
Queen, Gregory illuminates the fascinating woman who founded England’s most powerful ruling
line, the Tudors: Margaret Beaufort. The White Queen Elizabeth Woodville, a woman of
extraordinary beauty and ambition, secretly marries the newly crowned boy king of England. While
she rises to the demands of her exalted position and fights for the success of her family, her two
sons become the central figures in a famous unsolved mystery that has confounded historians for
centuries: the lost princes in the Tower of London. Philippa Gregory brings the artistry and intellect
of a master writer and storyteller to a new era in history and begins what is sure to be another
bestselling classic series. The Lady of the Rivers The Lady of the Rivers is #1 New York Times
bestselling author Philippa Gregory’s remarkable story of Jacquetta, Duchess of Bedford, a woman
who navigated a treacherous path through the battle lines in the Wars of the Roses.
  the red queen book philippa gregory: Red Queen Philippa Gregory, Gareth Armstrong,
Emily Watson, 2010-08



  the red queen book philippa gregory: Philippa Gregory's Tudor Court 6-Book Boxed Set
Philippa Gregory, 2011-12-20 The six-book bosed set of the bestselling Tudor Court novels by
Philippa Gregory, #1 New York Times bestselling author and the queen of royal fiction (USA
TODAY): The Constant Princess, The Other Boleyn Girl, The Boleyn Inheritance, The Queen's Fool,
The Virgin's Lover, and The Other Queen.
  the red queen book philippa gregory: The Book Lover's Quiz Book Gary Wigglesworth,
2020-11-05 'I love a quiz, so the book I'm most hoping to find in my Christmas stocking is this
ingenious book of literary questions, red herrings and conundrums. Much more than a
straightforward question-and-answer book, it promises the kind of variety that will enliven evenings
with family and friends. (And I might know some of the answers!)' VAL McDERMID 'Outside of a
dog, The Book Lover's Quiz Book is every bookworm's best friend -- inside of a dog . . . well, if you
know the rest, you're going to love this book' PETER HANINGTON, author of A Dying Breed,
peterhanington.co.uk 'This is the ultimate literary quiz book and Gary Wigglesworth is the
quizmaster to end all quizmasters' DAVID QUANTICK davidquantick.com This is a literary quiz book
with a difference. Rather than basic sets of questions, The Book Lover's Quiz Book mirrors the
format of Gary's live quizzes, at the Betsey Trotwood in London and elsewhere. So, there are lots of
multiple-choice questions, some amusing answers, clever red herrings, little-known facts about
authors and some of the much-loved Say What You See picture round. Also, there are fixed and
variable rounds - fixed ones include 'Blankety Books' (one word missing from the title - always with a
theme), 'Literary Links and lists' (what connects/next in the list etc.) and '2 of a Kind' (name the
character and the author that share the same initials). The changeable rounds keep the quizzes fresh
and include 'What the Dickens?' (real or made-up Dickens names), 'RomeNo or JuliYess' (real or
made-up Shakespearian insults) and 'Book Bingo!' (identify the correct number). There are also
more standard rounds such as 'First Lines', 'Working Titles' and 'Banned Books'. The aim of all
Gary's quizzes, and this book, is that people should have fun and be able to guess (if they don't
know) as much as possible.
  the red queen book philippa gregory: The Lady of the Rivers Philippa Gregory, 2013-07-09
Includes an excerpt from The white princess.
  the red queen book philippa gregory: Margaret Beaufort of Bourne, Collyweston, Maxey
and Deeping Margaret Wainwright, 2020-12-10 An amazing woman from Bourne, Collyweston and
Maxey who had a profound impact on history but has been virtually forgotten in our Lincolnshire
locality. Read tales of her survival from the traumatic birth of her son (Henry VII) when aged only
thirteen, her ever-changing fortunes in the Wars of the Roses, being condemned as a traitor by
Richard III and her eventual triumph, which saw her become the matriarch of the Tudor dynasty. As
the only blood link from the Normans to our present Royal Family (documented here), her legacy
through her symbols and academia is still far-reaching today.
  the red queen book philippa gregory: Taking Your iPod touch to the Max Erica Sadun,
Michael Grothaus, 2011-01-10 Unleash your iPhone and take it to the limit using secret tips and
techniques from gadget hacker Erica Sadun. Fast and fun to read, Taking Your iPod touch 4 to the
Max is fully updated to show you how get the most out of Apple's OS 4. You'll find all the best
undocumented tricks as well as the most efficient and enjoyable introduction to the iPhone available.
Starting with an introduction to iPod touch 4 basics, you'll quickly move on to discover the iPod
touch's hidden potential, like how to connect to a TV, get contract-free VOIP, and hack OS 4 so it will
run apps on your iPod touch. From e-mail and surfing the Web, to using iTunes, iBooks, games,
photos, ripping DVDs and getting free VOIP with Skype or Jajah—you'll find it all in this book. You'll
even learn tips on where to get the best and cheapest iPod touch accessories. Get ready to take your
iPod touch to the max!
  the red queen book philippa gregory: Bestseller Robert McParland, 2018-12-15 Whether
curled up on a sofa with a good mystery, lounging by the pool with a steamy romance, or brooding
over a classic novel, Americans love to read. Despite the distractions of modern living, nothing quite
satisfies many individuals more than a really good book. And regardless of how one accesses that



book—through a tablet, a smart phone, or a good, old-fashioned hardcover—those choices have been
tallied for decades. In Bestseller: A Century of America’s Favorite Books, Robert McParland looks at
the reading tastes of a nation—from the beginning of the twentieth century to the present day.
Through extensive research, McParland provides context for the literature that appealed to the
masses, from low-brow potboilers like Forever Amber to Pulitzer-Prize winners such as To Kill a
Mockingbird. Decade by decade, McParland discusses the books that resonated with the American
public and shows how current events and popular culture shaped the reading habits of millions.
Profiles of authors with frequent appearances—from Ernest Hemingway to Danielle Steel—are
included, along with standout titles that readers return to year after year. A snapshot of America and
its love of reading through the decades, this volume informs and entertains while also providing a
handy reference of the country’s most popular books. For those wanting to learn more about the
history of American culture through its reading habits, Bestseller: A Century of America’s Favorite
Books is a must-read.
  the red queen book philippa gregory: English and British History in 100 Bite-size
Chunks Paul Hodson, 2020-08-25 Very often, history is thought of as that lesson we suffered
through at school, made into boring facts and figures rather than the rich and interesting tales that
actually comprise it. In English and British History in 100 Bite-size Chunks, history is enlivened and
broken down into readable ‘chunks’ that anyone can read, and learn, at their leisure. Beginning at
the beginning, with the physical formation of these lands, it ends where we are now, with our
current lifestyle, government, society, beliefs, complexities, fears and hopes. It charts the
development of England’s characteristics through the great and the good, and ordinary men and
women; those who often get the glory and those who lived lives more hidden from history’s
storytellers. It brings to life people, places, events and ideas; and successes and failures. This is not
a story of England in splendid isolation but a more rounded picture touching on the influences from
and on other places and nations, for good or bad, near and far in geography and time. 100 Bitesize
Chunks are followed by a recognition of historic themes and some conclusions, and just a glimpse of
the possible future history of a nation. A commentary on history itself, how we know, how ‘history
works’, what we think of it, and how we care for it – or don’t care for it, this book is an
encouragement to study history actively through the evidence we can see and touch and interpret, in
museums and in its real locations. Ideal for anyone returning to history or for an enthusiast!
  the red queen book philippa gregory: Glimpses of Reality V.H.Ram, 2017-12-08 Among the
many commonly discussed subjects – on love, religion, history and so on – there are quite a few
wherein conventional and traditional beliefs and views obscure the underlying reality. The general
reader of this book will find the truths exposed in it both informative and interesting. Some readers,
though, might find them disturbing especially if they wish to cling on to certain well-loved and pet
beliefs inherited from tradition. As a contrast to pet beliefs the author has included in this book a
chapter on science where pet beliefs have no place. In this chapter he has briefly outlined the steps
taken by astronomers through the ages in determining the vastness of the Universe. This is the
science of celestial metrology.
  the red queen book philippa gregory: Something to Read About Chris Cleave, Philippa
Gregory, Sarah Pekkanen, Mira Bartok, 2011-05-10 Featuring favorite authors and thrilling debuts,
Something to Read About: A Book Club Sampler, is the guide for finding your next book club read.
Whether you’re in the mood for something historical, contemporary, young adult, or true life these
are books you and your reading group won’t want to miss: The Memory Palace: A Memoir by Mira
Bartok, Incendiary by Chris Cleave, The Chemical Garden Trilogy Book One: Wither by Lauren
DeStefano, The Red Queen by Philippa Gregory, Possession by Elana Johnson, The Dirty Life: A
Memoir of Farming, Food, and Love by Kristin Kimball, The Butterfly’s Daughter by Mary Alice
Monroe, Skipping a Beat by Sarah Pekkanen, and Where Things Come Back by John Corey Whaley.
Enjoy an excerpt from each book accompanied by a collection of bonus materials intended to enrich
your reading experience and book club discussion. You’ll get discussion questions, suggestions for
enhancing your book club, and full-length author interviews. We’ve even included a special note



from the author and their answer to our culinary quandary: “What would you serve at a book club
discussing your own book?” Their menu suggestions range from a family recipe for the “Best Ever
Refritos” to a “Royal-Tea Cocktail” and are sure to add something special to your next book group
meeting. The Something to Read About sampler was created to help you discover your next
won’t-be-able-to-put-it-down, can’t-wait-to-talk-about-it, all-time-favorite read. And like most of the
finer things in life, these stories are meant to be shared. Enjoy!
  the red queen book philippa gregory: Philippa Gregory Box Set Philippa Gregory, 2013-05-09
  the red queen book philippa gregory: Cyrella Carole Carder Slaughter, 2021-11-08 Cyrella
By: Carole Carder Slaughter Following the story of Cyrella from childhood to death, Carole Carder
Slaughter brings a twist on the classic fairytale of Cinderella. Although the fairytale may seem
glamourous, readers will see what really happens after the infamous ball. Experiencing trauma and
tragedy, Cyrella’s life reflects women’s issues that are very much so significant in today’s world.
  the red queen book philippa gregory: The Readers’ Advisory Guide to Historical Fiction
Jennifer S. Baker, 2015 Whether set in ancient Egypt, Feudal Japan, the Victorian Age, or Civil
War-era America, historical fiction places readers squarely at the center of fascinating times and
places, making it one of the most popular genres in contemporary publishing. The definitive
resource for librarians and other book professionals, this guideProvides an overview of historical
fiction’s roots, highlighting foundational classics, and explores the genre in terms of its scope and
styleCovers the latest and most popular authors and titlesDiscusses appeal characteristics and
shows how librarians can use a reader's favorite qualities to make suggestionsIncludes lists of
recommendations, with a compendium of print and web-based resourcesOffers marketing tips for
getting the word out to readersEmphasizing an appreciation of historical fiction in its many forms
and focusing on what fans enjoy, this guide provides a fresh take on a durable genre.
  the red queen book philippa gregory: Uncrowned Queen Nicola Tallis, 2020-07-28 An
impeccably researched and beautifully written biography of Lady Margaret Beaufort, matriarch of
the Tudor dynasty (Tracy Borman, author of The Private Lives of the Tudors and Elizabeth's
Women). In 1485, Henry VII became the first Tudor king of England. His victory owed much to his
mother, Lady Margaret Beaufort. Over decades and across countries, Margaret had schemed to
install her son on the throne and end the War of the Roses. Margaret's extraordinarily close
relationship with Henry, coupled with her role in political and ceremonial affairs, ensured that she
was treated -- and behaved -- as a queen in all but name. Against a lavish backdrop of pageantry and
ambition, court intrigue and war, historian Nicola Tallis illuminates how a dynamic, brilliant woman
orchestrated the rise of the Tudors.
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