
tender is the night novel

Introduction to Tender Is the Night Novel

Tender Is the Night novel is a renowned work of American literature authored
by F. Scott Fitzgerald, first published in 1934. Considered one of
Fitzgerald’s most introspective and complex novels, it explores themes of
love, mental illness, decadence, and the decline of the American Dream. Set
against the glamorous backdrop of the French Riviera during the 1920s and
early 1930s, the novel delves into the lives of wealthy expatriates and their
intricate relationships.

Fitzgerald’s mastery in capturing the era's decadence and disillusionment is
evident throughout Tender Is the Night, making it a vital study in American
literary canon. Its layered narrative, poetic prose, and deep psychological
insights have cemented its place as a classic that continues to resonate with
readers and scholars alike.

---

Overview of the Plot

Main Characters and Setting

- Dick Diver: A talented and charismatic psychiatrist who once had promising
academic prospects but now lives a seemingly idyllic life with his wife.
- Nicole Diver: A beautiful, fragile woman suffering from mental illness,
whose past and present struggles are central to the novel.
- Rosemary Hoyt: A young American actress who becomes involved with the Diver
family, representing innocence and the allure of fame.
- Setting: The novel predominantly takes place in the glamorous French
Riviera town of Sainte Claire, amid the luxurious lifestyles of expatriate
Americans and Europeans.


