
rudyard kipling just so stories
rudyard kipling just so stories are a beloved collection of children's tales that have captivated
readers for generations. Originally published between 1902 and 1907, these stories combine
whimsical storytelling with rich moral lessons, blending elements of fantasy, adventure, and cultural
insights. Renowned for their inventive narratives and distinctive style, the Just So Stories by
Rudyard Kipling continue to be a cornerstone of children's literature, inspiring adaptations,
translations, and extensive scholarly analysis. This article explores the origins, themes, significance,
and impact of Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories, providing a comprehensive overview for
enthusiasts, educators, and new readers alike.

---

Introduction to Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories

Overview and Background
Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories are a collection of imaginative tales aimed primarily at children,
though appreciated by readers of all ages. The stories are characterized by their playful language,
rhythmic prose, and inventive explanations of how various animals and natural phenomena came to
be.

Originally published as a series of stories in magazines, the collection was later compiled into a
single volume. Kipling wrote these stories with a sense of humor and curiosity, aiming to entertain
while subtly imparting moral lessons and insights into human nature.

Title Significance
The title "Just So Stories" suggests stories told with a sense of whimsical certainty, as if the tales are
"just so" — perfectly fitting and complete explanations of the natural world’s mysteries.

---

Origins and Inspiration Behind the Stories

Literary and Cultural Influences
Kipling was inspired by various storytelling traditions, including:

- African and Asian folklore: Having spent his early years in British India and later in Africa, Kipling
drew heavily from the oral storytelling traditions of these regions.
- Folk tales and myths: The stories echo universal themes found in myths about creation and



transformation.
- Nursery rhymes and oral storytelling: The rhythmic and musical quality of the stories aligns with
traditional nursery tales.

Writing Process and Publication
Kipling crafted these stories to entertain and educate children, often using humor and exaggeration.
The stories first appeared in magazines such as McClure’s and The Strand Magazine before being
compiled into the famous collection.

---

Themes and Characteristics of the Just So Stories

Major Themes
The stories encapsulate several recurring themes:

- Origins and Creation: Many tales explain how animals acquired their distinctive features, such as
the "How the Leopard Got His Spots" or "How the Camel Got His Hump."
- Curiosity and Adventure: Characters often embark on adventurous quests that lead to humorous or
insightful revelations.
- Moral Lessons: The stories subtly teach values like kindness, cleverness, humility, and respect for
nature.
- Imagination and Fantasy: Rich, vivid descriptions encourage children to think creatively and dream
beyond the ordinary.

Stylistic Features
Some defining characteristics include:

- Rhythmic and Repetitive Language: The stories employ musical language to engage young
listeners.
- Anthropomorphism: Animals are given human traits, making stories relatable and entertaining.
- Inventive Explanations: The stories offer humorous "just so" explanations for natural phenomena,
blending fact and fiction.

---

Popular Stories and Their Cultural Significance



Notable Tales
Some of the most famous stories from the collection include:

- How the Leopard Got His Spots: Explains how the leopard’s distinctive coat pattern came to be.
- How the Camel Got His Hump: Tells of a lazy camel who learns to work hard.
- How the Elephant Got His Trunk: Describes the playful origin of the elephant's long nose.
- How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin: Details the rhino’s tough hide.
- The Sing-Song of Old Man Kangaroo: A humorous account of a kangaroo’s unique features.

Impact on Literature and Popular Culture
The stories have influenced numerous adaptations, including:

- Children’s books and illustrated editions: Many publishers have produced colorful versions to
appeal to young readers.
- Theatrical and cinematic adaptations: Some stories have been adapted into plays, musicals, and
animated films.
- Educational curricula: These stories are often used to teach storytelling, moral lessons, and
cultural awareness.

---

The Artistic and Literary Value of the Just So Stories

Literary Style and Craftsmanship
Kipling’s masterful use of rhyme, rhythm, and playful language makes the stories engaging and
memorable. The narrative voice is warm, humorous, and inviting, encouraging children to listen and
imagine.

Illustrations and Visual Appeal
Many editions feature illustrations that complement the stories, enhancing their appeal. Notable
illustrators like Rudyard Kipling himself and others have contributed to the visual storytelling.

Educational and Moral Lessons
While entertaining, the stories subtly teach important lessons about honesty, hard work, curiosity,
and respect for nature. They serve as a gentle moral compass for young readers.

---



Legacy and Modern Relevance

Enduring Popularity
Decades after their initial publication, the Just So Stories remain popular, with new editions,
adaptations, and scholarly analyses continually emerging. Their timeless themes and playful style
continue to resonate with audiences worldwide.

Influence on Children's Literature
Kipling’s work set a precedent for imaginative storytelling in children’s books, inspiring authors like
Dr. Seuss, Roald Dahl, and Maurice Sendak.

Educational Use and Cultural Significance
Educators utilize these stories to foster creativity, cultural understanding, and moral development.
They are also studied for their literary craftsmanship and storytelling techniques.

---

Where to Access Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories

Book Editions and Publishers
The stories are available in numerous editions, including:

- Vintage hardcover and paperback editions
- Illustrated versions for children
- Audiobook adaptations

Online Resources
Many websites offer free downloads and summaries, including:

- Project Gutenberg
- LibriVox (for audiobooks)
- Educational platforms and library collections

Libraries and Bookstores
Local libraries and bookstores often carry various editions, including annotated and illustrated
versions suitable for different age groups.



---

Conclusion: The Timeless Charm of Rudyard Kipling’s
Just So Stories
Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories continue to enchant readers with their whimsical narratives,
inventive explanations, and moral insights. Their enduring popularity underscores their significance
in children’s literature and storytelling history. Whether read aloud by parents, studied in
classrooms, or enjoyed independently by young readers, these stories serve as a delightful gateway
into the world of imagination, cultural understanding, and moral growth. As timeless classics, the
Just So Stories embody the magic of storytelling and the enduring power of imagination.

---

Meta Description: Discover the enchanting world of Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories. Explore their
origins, themes, and cultural impact in this comprehensive guide to one of children’s literature’s
most beloved collections.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are 'Just So Stories' by Rudyard Kipling?
'Just So Stories' are a collection of children's stories written by Rudyard Kipling, originally published
between 1902 and 1904. They are imaginative tales that explain how certain animals acquired their
unique characteristics.

What is the main theme of Rudyard Kipling's 'Just So Stories'?
The main theme revolves around storytelling, imagination, and the origins of natural phenomena,
often presented with humor and a sense of wonder to entertain and teach children.

Which animal stories are included in 'Just So Stories'?
The collection features stories about animals such as the Elephant, the Camel, the Rhino, the Cat,
and the Leopard, each explaining how they got their distinctive features.

Are 'Just So Stories' suitable for children today?
Yes, 'Just So Stories' are considered timeless children's classics, appreciated for their imaginative
storytelling and charming language, though some language or themes may be viewed as outdated by
modern standards.

How has 'Just So Stories' influenced children's literature?
'Just So Stories' has inspired countless writers and adaptations, contributing to the genre of origin
stories and emphasizing the importance of storytelling in children's development.



Are there any adaptations of 'Just So Stories' in other media?
Yes, 'Just So Stories' has been adapted into plays, animated films, and audiobooks, making these
charming tales accessible to new generations through various formats.

Additional Resources
Rudyard Kipling Just So Stories: An Enduring Legacy of Whimsy and Wisdom

Introduction

Rudyard Kipling Just So Stories have captivated generations of readers with their charming
blend of storytelling, wit, and moral insight. Published in 1902, these stories stand apart as a
quintessential example of children's literature that seamlessly combines fantasy with cultural
folklore, wrapped in Kipling’s distinctive narrative voice. Though initially aimed at young audiences,
the stories' layered themes, lyrical language, and inventive plots have earned them a cherished place
across literary circles worldwide. This article explores the origins, themes, storytelling style, and
cultural significance of Kipling’s Just So Stories, revealing why they continue to enchant and educate
readers over a century later.

---

The Origins of the Just So Stories

The Genesis of a Literary Classic

Rudyard Kipling, a British author born in 1865 in British India, was already renowned for his poetic
and prose works, including The Jungle Book and Kim. The Just So Stories emerged from Kipling’s
desire to craft stories that explained the origins of the world's natural phenomena in a playful,
imaginative manner. Unlike traditional mythologies or fables, Kipling’s stories are characterized by
their humorous tone, inventive language, and a gentle moral underpinning.

The stories were first published individually in magazines before being compiled into a single volume
in 1902. Kipling himself referred to the stories as "Just So," implying they were humorous, fanciful
explanations of how various animals acquired their distinctive features. For instance, the story of
how the elephant got its trunk or the camel’s hump is told with lively narration and a sense of
wonder.

Influences and Inspiration

Kipling drew inspiration from various folk traditions, including African and Asian stories, as well as
his own observations during his time in India and Africa. His storytelling was also influenced by the
oral traditions of storytelling prevalent in those regions, which emphasized humor, exaggeration,
and moral lessons delivered through engaging narratives.

While Kipling’s stories are original in their specific plots, they reflect a broader tradition of
explaining natural phenomena through storytelling—akin to the Aesop fables or the creation myths
of various cultures. Kipling’s genius lay in blending these influences with his unique literary style.

---



Themes and Messages in the Just So Stories

The Power of Imagination and Creativity

One of the central themes of the Just So Stories is the boundless power of imagination. Kipling
encourages readers to think creatively about the natural world and to see animals and their
characteristics as products of storytelling magic. The stories often involve clever animals, humorous
twists, and fantastical explanations, illustrating that imagination can be a source of both
entertainment and insight.

Moral and Ethical Lessons

Though often humorous and lighthearted, the stories subtly impart moral lessons. For example:

- The importance of curiosity and resourcefulness, as seen in the story of how the leopard got its
spots.
- The value of patience and perseverance, exemplified in tales where characters overcome obstacles
through cleverness.
- The significance of kindness and understanding, particularly in stories where animals learn to
cooperate or show compassion.

Kipling’s stories are not didactic but gently reinforce virtues that resonate with both children and
adults.

Cultural Appreciation and Reflection

Kipling’s stories also serve as a reflection of cross-cultural understanding. They showcase a respect
for the natural world and a fascination with the diversity of animal life, often drawing from regional
folklore. Through humor and storytelling, Kipling fosters an appreciation for cultural differences and
the interconnectedness of all living things.

---

The Narrative Style and Literary Techniques

Lyrical Language and Rhythm

Kipling’s storytelling style is marked by its lyrical quality and rhythmic cadence. His use of rhyme,
alliteration, and playful language creates a musical quality that appeals to both children and adult
readers. For example, the opening lines of How the Leopard Got His Spots are filled with rhythmic
charm that draws listeners into the story.

Humor and Exaggeration

Humor is central to the Just So Stories. Kipling employs exaggeration and caricature to make
animals and characters memorable. The stories often feature animals with human-like qualities,
engaging in humorous dialogues and antics that serve to entertain and teach.

Inventive Narration and Framing Devices

Kipling often employs a framing narrative, where an older narrator recounts stories to a curious



child or audience. This technique creates a cozy, conversational tone, making the stories feel
personal and accessible. It also emphasizes the oral storytelling tradition, connecting the reader to a
shared cultural experience.

Use of Anthropomorphism

Animals in Kipling’s stories are anthropomorphized—they talk, think, and act like humans. This
device makes it easier for children to relate to the stories and understand moral lessons. However,
Kipling balances this with a respect for the animals’ natural traits, blending fantasy with a hint of
realism.

---

Notable Stories and Their Explanations

How the Elephant Got His Trunk

In one of the most famous stories, the elephant’s trunk is explained as a result of a playful game
gone wrong. The story narrates how the elephant’s nose was once a short, stubby appendage until a
clever animal’s trick extended it into a long, flexible trunk, enabling the elephant to reach high and
to drink more easily.

How the Camel Got His Hump

This humorous tale attributes the camel’s hump to a lazy man who refused to work and was cursed
by a wise man to carry a hump of fat as a reminder. The story emphasizes the value of hard work
and the consequences of laziness.

How the Leopard Got His Spots

A story about a leopard who, seeking to hide from hunters, is gifted with spots by a wise man. The
tale underscores themes of adaptability and the importance of cleverness in surviving challenges.

Each story combines imaginative storytelling with moral reflections, making the tales both
entertaining and instructive.

---

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Literary and Artistic Influence

The Just So Stories have inspired countless adaptations, including stage plays, animated films, and
illustrated editions. Their lyrical language and inventive plots have influenced writers such as A.A.
Milne and Dr. Seuss, who similarly blend humor, rhyme, and moral lessons.

Educational and Pedagogical Significance

Educators value the stories for their ability to engage children’s imaginations while subtly teaching
life lessons. The stories serve as excellent tools for developing language skills, understanding
narrative structure, and fostering ethical reasoning.



Enduring Popularity

Over the decades, the Just So Stories have remained popular, with new editions, translations, and
adaptations continually emerging. Their timeless appeal lies in their universal themes, playful
language, and the gentle wisdom they impart.

---

Conclusion: Why the Just So Stories Still Matter

More than a century after their publication, Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories continue to resonate.
Their blend of humor, fantasy, and morality creates a literary space where imagination and values
coexist seamlessly. Whether read aloud to children or studied by literary scholars, these stories
exemplify the art of storytelling—an art that celebrates curiosity, creativity, and the shared human
experience. Kipling’s legacy, encapsulated in the Just So Stories, reminds us that stories have the
power to entertain, educate, and connect across generations, making them an enduring part of
world literature.

Rudyard Kipling Just So Stories

  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories Rudyard Kipling, 1993 Twelve tales
concerning the peculiarities of several jungle animals.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: A Collection of Rudyard Kipling's Just So Stories Rudyard
Kipling, 2007 How did the rhinoceros get his wrinkly skin? Why won't cats come when they're
called? How did one curious elephant change the lives of all elephants? These eight best-loved
stories give answers to these and other intriguing questions.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: The Just So Stories for Little Children (Illustrated)
Rudyard Kipling, 2023-12-06 In The Just So Stories for Little Children, Rudyard Kipling crafts a
whimsical anthology of tales, rich in imaginative narratives that explain the origins of various
animals and natural phenomena. Written in a captivating style that combines playful language with
lyrical prose, these stories enchant young readers and draw them into a world where the absurd
meets the profound. The collection, illustrated beautifully, reflects the Victorian fascination with
folklore and storytelling, blending moral lessons with delightful humor, showcasing Kipling's
mastery in fusing literary charm with engaging plots. Rudyard Kipling, a laureate of English
literature and a chronicler of British India, drew upon his rich cultural experiences and his love for
oral tradition to create these stories. His childhood spent in India exposed him to a myriad of folk
tales, which undoubtedly influenced his narrative style and thematic explorations. Kipling's ability to
capture the essence of childhood wonderment in these stories underscores a deep understanding of
the imaginative capabilities of children, making them timeless in their appeal. This beautifully
illustrated edition is a must-read for both young children and adults alike, as it serves not only as a
source of entertainment but also as a conduit to stir the imagination. The Just So Stories is perfect
for bedtime storytelling, and it is sure to inspire discussions about nature, morals, and creativity,
enriching the reader's experience.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: A Collection of Rudyard Kipling's Just So Stories ,
2017-05-30 Classic animal tales written by Rudyard Kipling and read unabridged by Jim Weiss. With
vivid characters and an hysterically funny choice of words, Rudyard Kipling's beloved stories explain
how camels got humps, great whales got tiny throats, elephants got trunks and more.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories Rudyard Kipling, 2015-07-16 COMPLETE
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CLASSICS - Just So Stories for Little Children by Rudyard Kipling - The Just So Stories for Little
Children are a collection written by the British author Rudyard Kipling. Highly fantasised origin
stories, especially for differences among animals, they are among Kipling's best known works. The
stories, first published in 1902, are pourquoi (French for why) or origin stories, fantastic accounts of
how various phenomena came about. A forerunner of these stories is Kipling's How Fear Came,
included in his The Second Jungle Book (1895). In it, Mowgli hears the story of how the tiger got his
stripes. The Just So Stories typically have the theme of a particular animal being modified from an
original form to its current form by the acts of man, or some magical being. For example, the Whale
has a tiny throat because he swallowed a mariner, who tied a raft inside to block the whale from
swallowing other men. The Camel has a hump given to him by a djinn as punishment for the camel's
refusing to work (the hump allows the camel to work longer between times of eating). The Leopard's
spots were painted by an Ethiopian (after the Ethiopian painted himself black). The Kangaroo gets
its powerful hind legs, long tail, and hopping gait after being chased all day by a dingo, sent by a
minor god responding to the Kangaroo's request to be made different from all other animals.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories Rudyard Kipling, 1907 Twelve stories about
animals and insects including How the Camel Got His Hump; How the First Letter was Written, and
How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling,
2017-07-20 How to recognize which books should read.The classic means forever then the classic
books mean eternity.Good friends, good books and a cup of tea, this is my idea life. And You?
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories (1912) by : Rudyard Kipling Rudyard
Kipling, 2017-01-20 Just So Stories for Little Children is a 1902 collection of origin stories by the
British author Rudyard Kipling. Considered a classic of children's literature, the book is among
Kipling's best known works.Kipling began working on the book by telling the first three chapters as
bedtime stories to his daughter Josephine. These had to be told just so (exactly in the words she was
used to) or she would complain. The stories describe how one animal or another acquired its most
distinctive features, such as how the Leopard got his spots. For the book, Kipling illustrated the
stories himself.The stories have appeared in a variety of adaptations including a musical and
animated films. Evolutionary biologists have noted that what Kipling did in fiction, they have done in
reality, providing explanations for the evolutionary development of animal features.The stories, first
published in 1902, are origin stories, fantastic accounts of how various features of animals came to
be. A forerunner of these stories is Kipling's How Fear Came, in The Second Jungle Book (1895). In
it, Mowgli hears the story of how the tiger got his stripes.The Just So Stories each tell how a
particular animal was modified from an original form to its current form by the acts of man, or some
magical being. For example, the Whale has a tiny throat because he swallowed a mariner, who tied a
raft inside to block the whale from swallowing other men. The Camel has a hump given to him by a
djinn as punishment for the camel's refusing to work (the hump allows the camel to work longer
between times of eating). The Leopard's spots were painted by an Ethiopian (after the Ethiopian
painted himself black). The Kangaroo gets its powerful hind legs, long tail, and hopping gait after
being chased all day by a dingo, sent by a minor god responding to the Kangaroo's request to be
made different from all other animals.The Just So Stories began as bedtime stories told to his
daughter Effie [Josephine, Kipling's firstborn]; when the first three were published in a children's
magazine, a year before her death, Kipling explained: in the evening there were stories meant to put
Effie to sleep, and you were not allowed to alter those by one single little word. They had to be told
just so; or Effie would wake up and put back the missing sentence. So at last they came to be like
charms, all three of them,-the whale tale, the camel tale, and the rhinoceros
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories BY Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling,
2021-05-17 Written by classic English author Rudyard Kipling, Just So Stories is considered not only
a quintessential children's book, but one of Kipling's best works. Just So Stories is a collection of
origin stories, fictional tales that explain why animals have certain characteristics and other themes
akin to that. Kipling's book features stories such as How the Whale Got His Throat, or why large



whales eat small prey, and How the Alphabet Was Made, which details a young girl and her father
inventing an alphabet. Beautifully written and packed-full of illustrations, Just So Stories is the
perfect combination of education and fun to get kids to love reading.This edition from the original
edition, which was published in 1902 and was illustrated by Rudyard Kipling, himself. Even the
cover of this edition reflects the first edition of Just So Stories. Some very minor updates were
required due to modern printing methods, but in the main, this is the closest the reader can get to
the original edition just as Kipling wrote it, without having an actual first edition book in one's hand.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories - For Little Children - Written and Illustrated
by Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling, 2016-11-24 This book contains Rudyard Kipling's 1902
collection of short stories, Just So Stories. These fantastically imaginative origin stories are amongst
the best known of Kipling's works, and offer entertaining explanations as to how various animals
came into being. This wonderful collection would make for ideal bedtime reading, and is well
deserving of a place on every family bookshelf. Tales include: 'How the Whale got His Throat', 'How
the Camel Got His Hump', 'How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin', 'How the Leopard Got His Spots', 'The
Elephant's Child', 'The Sing-Song of Old Man Kangaroo', 'The Beginning of the Armadillos', 'How the
First Letter was Written', and more. These tales are also illustrated in black and white by Rudyard
Kipling himself. Joseph Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) was a seminal English writer of short stories,
novelist, and poet. He is most famous for his poems concerning British soldiers in India and his
wonderful children's stories. Many vintage books such as this are increasingly scarce and expensive.
We are republishing this volume now in an affordable, high-quality edition for the enjoyment of a
modern readership. Pook Press celebrates the great 'Golden Age of Illustration' in children's classics
and fairy tales - a period of unparalleled excellence in book illustration. We publish rare and vintage
Golden Age illustrated books, in high-quality colour editions, so that the masterful artwork and
story-telling can continue to delight both young and old.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories Rudyard Rudyard Kipling, 2017-03-23 How is
this book unique? Font adjustments & biography included Unabridged (100% Original content)
Illustrated About Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling Just So Stories for Little Children is a 1902
collection of origin stories by the British author Rudyard Kipling. Considered a classic of children's
literature, the book is among Kipling's best known works. Kipling began working on the book by
telling the first three chapters as bedtime stories to his daughter Josephine. These had to be told just
so (exactly in the words she was used to) or she would complain. The stories describe how one
animal or another acquired its most distinctive features, such as how the Leopard got his spots. For
the book, Kipling illustrated the stories himself. The stories have appeared in a variety of
adaptations including a musical and animated films. Evolutionary biologists have noted that what
Kipling did in fiction, they have done in reality, providing explanations for the evolutionary
development of animal features.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Rudyard Kipling's Just So Stories, Retold by Elli
Woollard Elli Woollard, 2024-04-25 Delightfully retold in humorous rhyming verse, with stunning
illustrations throughout, this is a beautiful reworked edition of Rudyard Kipling's children's classic,
Just So Stories. In this highly illustrated collection meet the cat who walked by himself, discover how
the lazy camel got his hump, how the elephant got his long trunk, find out why the rhino has such
wrinkly skin, and how the whale got his teeny tiny throat. These well known, richly imagined stories
tell of how the world came to be as it is. This is a smart, funny and younger approach to Kipling's
work, as you've never seen before. Rudyard Kipling's Just So Stories are one of the enduring classics
of children's literature and these witty, inventive tales have delighted generations of children.
Combining the brilliant rhyming talent of Elli Woollard and beautiful illustrations from the
award-winning Marta Altés, this is an enchanting retelling of a much-loved classic for a new
generation. A book to truly treasure and one you will want to share. Stories include: How the Whale
got his Throat, How the Camel got his Hump, How the Rhinoceros got his Skin, The Elephant's
Child, and The Cat that Walked by Himself.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories BY Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling



Rudyard Kipling, 2021-05-30 Written by classic English author Rudyard Kipling, Just So Stories is
considered not only a quintessential children's book, but one of Kipling's best works. Just So Stories
is a collection of origin stories, fictional tales that explain why animals have certain characteristics
and other themes akin to that. Kipling's book features stories such as How the Whale Got His Throat,
or why large whales eat small prey, and How the Alphabet Was Made, which details a young girl and
her father inventing an alphabet. Beautifully written and packed-full of illustrations, Just So Stories
is the perfect combination of education and fun to get kids to love reading. This edition from the
original edition, which was published in 1902 and was illustrated by Rudyard Kipling, himself. Even
the cover of this edition reflects the first edition of Just So Stories. Some very minor updates were
required due to modern printing methods, but in the main, this is the closest the reader can get to
the original edition just as Kipling wrote it, without having an actual first edition book in one's hand.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories BY Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling,
2021-06 Written by classic English author Rudyard Kipling, Just So Stories is considered not only a
quintessential children's book, but one of Kipling's best works. Just So Stories is a collection of
origin stories, fictional tales that explain why animals have certain characteristics and other themes
akin to that. Kipling's book features stories such as How the Whale Got His Throat, or why large
whales eat small prey, and How the Alphabet Was Made, which details a young girl and her father
inventing an alphabet. Beautifully written and packed-full of illustrations, Just So Stories is the
perfect combination of education and fun to get kids to love reading. This edition from the original
edition, which was published in 1902 and was illustrated by Rudyard Kipling, himself. Even the
cover of this edition reflects the first edition of Just So Stories. Some very minor updates were
required due to modern printing methods, but in the main, this is the closest the reader can get to
the original edition just as Kipling wrote it, without having an actual first edition book in one's hand.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories Rudyard Kipling, 2016-04-20 Why buy our
paperbacks? Unabridged (100% Original content) Printed in USA on High Quality Paper 30 Days
Money Back Guarantee Standard Font size of 10 for all books Fulfilled by Amazon Expedited
shipping BEWARE OF LOW-QUALITY SELLERS Don't buy cheap paperbacks just to save a few
dollars. Most of them use low-quality papers & binding. Their pages fall off easily. Some of them
even use very small font size of 6 or less to increase their profit margin. It makes their books
completely unreadable. About Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling The Just So Stories for Little
Children are a collection written by the British author Rudyard Kipling. Highly fantasised origin
stories, especially for differences among animals, they are among Kipling's best known works. For
the fallacy named after Kipling's work see Just-so story.The stories, first published in 1902, are
pourquoi (French for why) or origin stories, fantastic accounts of how various phenomena came
about. A forerunner of these stories is Kipling's How Fear Came, included in his The Second Jungle
Book (1895). In it, Mowgli hears the story of how the tiger got his stripes. The Just So Stories
typically have the theme of a particular animal being modified from an original form to its current
form by the acts of man, or some magical being. For example, the Whale has a tiny throat because
he swallowed a mariner, who tied a raft inside to block the whale from swallowing other men. The
Camel has a hump given to him by a djinn as punishment for the camel's refusing to work (the hump
allows the camel to work longer between times of eating). The Leopard's spots were painted by an
Ethiopian (after the Ethiopian painted himself black). The Kangaroo gets its powerful hind legs, long
tail, and hopping gait after being chased all day by a dingo, sent by a minor god responding to the
Kangaroo's request to be made different from all other animals.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling, Stephen Ashley,
2012-12-07 Rudyard Kipling JUST SO STORIES The Just So Stories for Little Children are a
collection written by the British author Rudyard Kipling. Highly fantasised origin stories, especially
for differences among animals, they are among Kipling's best known works. The stories, first
published in 1902, are pourquoi (why in French) or origin stories, fantastic accounts of how various
phenomena came about. A forerunner of these stories is Kipling's How Fear Came, included in his
The Second Jungle Book (1895). In it, Mowgli hears the story of how the tiger got his stripes.



  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories (Illustrated) Joseph Rudyard Kipling,
2021-02-21 Just So Stories for Little Children is a 1902 collection of origin stories by the British
author Rudyard Kipling. Considered a classic of children's literature, the book is among Kipling's
best known works.Kipling began working on the book by telling the first three chapters as bedtime
stories to his daughter Josephine. These had to be told just so (exactly in the words she was used to)
or she would complain. The stories describe how one animal or another acquired its most distinctive
features, such as how the leopard got his spots. For the book, Kipling illustrated the stories himself.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories (1912) by Rudyard Kipling Rudyard
Kipling, 2018-11-30 Joseph Rudyard Kipling 30 December 1865 - 18 January 1936 was an English
journalist, short-story writer, poet, and novelist. He was born in India, which inspired much of his
work.Kipling's works of fiction include The Jungle Book (1894), Kim (1901), and many short stories,
including The Man Who Would Be King (1888). His poems include Mandalay (1890), Gunga Din
(1890), The Gods of the Copybook Headings (1919), The White Man's Burden (1899), and If-- (1910).
He is regarded as a major innovator in the art of the short storyhis children's books are classics of
children's literature, and one critic described his work as exhibiting a versatile and luminous
narrative gift
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories (Illustrated) Rudyard Kipling, 2021-04-22
Just So Stories for Little Children is a 1902 collection of origin stories by the British author Rudyard
Kipling. Considered a classic of children's literature, the book is among Kipling's best known
works.Kipling began working on the book by telling the first three chapters as bedtime stories to his
daughter Josephine. These had to be told just so (exactly in the words she was used to) or she would
complain. The stories describe how one animal or another acquired its most distinctive features,
such as how the leopard got his spots. For the book, Kipling illustrated the stories himself.
  rudyard kipling just so stories: Just So Stories Rudyard Kipling, 2010-03-02 Kipling's own
drawings, with their long, funny captions, illustrate his hilarious explanations of How the Camel Got
His Hump, How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin, How the Armadillo Happened, and other animal
How's. He began inventing these stories in his American wife's hometown of Brattleboro, Vermont,
to amuse his eldest daughter--and they have served ever since as a source of laughter for children
everywhere.
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