
rubaiyat by omar khayyam
Rubaiyat by Omar Khayyam is one of the most celebrated collections of
quatrains in Persian literature and has captivated readers worldwide for
centuries. This poetic masterpiece, attributed to the renowned Persian poet
Omar Khayyam, explores themes of life, mortality, love, and the transient
nature of human existence. Its profound verses have transcended cultural and
linguistic barriers, inspiring countless translations, interpretations, and
scholarly analyses. In this article, we delve into the origins, themes,
structure, and enduring legacy of the Rubaiyat by Omar Khayyam, providing a
comprehensive understanding of its significance in literary history.

Origins and Historical Context of the Rubaiyat

Who Was Omar Khayyam?
Omar Khayyam (1048–1131) was a Persian mathematician, astronomer,
philosopher, and poet. Born in Nishapur, in present-day Iran, Khayyam made
significant contributions to algebra and astronomy, but he is most famously
remembered for his poetic works. His poetry reflects a deep philosophical
outlook on life, emphasizing the fleeting nature of worldly pleasures and the
importance of living in the moment.

The Compilation of the Rubaiyat
The Rubaiyat is a collection of quatrains (four-line poems) attributed to
Omar Khayyam. These quatrains were compiled over centuries, with the earliest
known manuscripts dating from the 12th century. However, it was not until the
19th century that the collection gained international fame, largely due to
the translation by English poet Edward FitzGerald.

Structure and Form of the Rubaiyat

What Is a Rubaiyat?
The term "Rubaiyat" refers to a collection of rubaiyat—quatrains that follow
a specific rhyme scheme and metrical pattern. Typically, each quatrain
consists of four lines with a rhyme scheme of AABA, though variations exist.



Poetic Features
- Meter: Most rubaiyat are written in a specific meter called "ramal," a
common meter in Persian poetry.
- Themes: The quatrains often explore existential themes, spirituality, love,
and the ephemeral nature of life.
- Conciseness: The brevity of each quatrain demands precision and depth,
allowing for multiple interpretations.

The Themes of Omar Khayyam’s Rubaiyat

Mortality and the Transience of Life
One of the central themes in Khayyam’s poetry is the inevitable reality of
death. Many quatrains meditate on mortality, urging readers to appreciate
life's fleeting pleasures rather than mourn their impermanence.

The Nature of Existence and the Universe
Khayyam often reflects on the universe's vastness and the human quest for
understanding. His verses question religious dogmas and emphasize a more
secular, experiential approach to life.

Love and Desire
Love, both earthly and spiritual, is a recurring motif. Khayyam explores
love's power to bring joy and its role in human existence.

Living in the Present
A prominent message in the Rubaiyat is to seize the moment, emphasizing
enjoyment and fulfillment amid life's uncertainties.

Major Translations and Interpretations

The FitzGerald Translation
Edward FitzGerald’s 1859 translation is arguably the most famous, bringing
Khayyam’s poetry to the Western world. FitzGerald’s version is known for its
poetic elegance and philosophical depth, though it also involves significant
liberties and adaptations.



Other Notable Translations
- Richard Francis Burton
- Arberry
- E.H. Whinfield
- Kamran Shirazi

Different translations offer varied interpretations, influencing how
Khayyam’s poetry is perceived across cultures.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Influence on Literature and Art
The Rubaiyat has inspired countless writers, poets, and artists. Its themes
resonate deeply, influencing movements such as Romanticism and Modernism.

In Popular Culture
- Music: Numerous composers have set Khayyam’s quatrains to music.
- Film and Theatre: The philosophical themes appear in various adaptations
and performances.
- Philosophy and Spirituality: Khayyam’s skepticism and emphasis on living
authentically continue to inspire philosophical debates.

Scholarly Significance
Linguists and literary scholars study Khayyam’s work to understand Persian
poetic traditions, philosophical thought, and cross-cultural influences.

Why Read the Rubaiyat Today?

Timeless Wisdom
Despite being centuries old, Khayyam’s verses offer insights applicable to
modern life—embracing mortality, appreciating beauty, and living fully.

Literary Appreciation
The concise yet profound nature of the quatrains makes them accessible for
readers interested in poetic forms, philosophy, and cultural history.



Personal Reflection
Engaging with the Rubaiyat encourages introspection about existence, purpose,
and happiness.

Key Selected Quatrains from the Rubaiyat

"The moving finger writes; and, having writ, / Moves on: nor all thy
piety nor wit / Shall lure it back to cancel half a line, / Nor all thy
tears wash out a word of it."

"Ah, love! Could you and I with Him agree / Were’t not a shame to make
our little lives / Even as a spark that in the dark doth fly / To be the
prey of Death’s unerring knives."

"The soul, when filled with Love, / Flies from the body, / And wings its
way / To realms above."

These select verses exemplify Khayyam’s contemplative style and philosophical
depth.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of Omar
Khayyam’s Rubaiyat

The Rubaiyat by Omar Khayyam remains a testament to the enduring power of
poetic expression. Its exploration of existential themes, philosophical
insights, and lyrical beauty have secured its place as a masterpiece of
Persian literature and world heritage. Whether read for its literary artistry
or for personal reflection, Khayyam’s quatrains continue to inspire and
challenge readers, reminding us of the transient yet precious nature of life.
As you delve into the verses of the Rubaiyat, you engage with a timeless
dialogue on mortality, love, and the pursuit of meaning—an experience as
relevant today as it was centuries ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Rubaiyat by Omar Khayyam famous for?
The Rubaiyat is famous for its philosophical quatrains that explore themes of
mortality, the transient nature of life, and the pursuit of pleasure and
knowledge.



Who translated Omar Khayyam's Rubaiyat into English,
making it widely popular?
Edward FitzGerald's 19th-century translation of the Rubaiyat is credited with
bringing Omar Khayyam's poetry to a global audience and contributing to its
enduring popularity.

What are the main themes explored in Omar Khayyam's
Rubaiyat?
The main themes include the fleeting nature of life, the acceptance of
mortality, skepticism of religious dogma, the importance of enjoying the
present, and the pursuit of worldly pleasures.

How has the Rubaiyat influenced modern literature
and culture?
The Rubaiyat has inspired countless writers, poets, and artists worldwide,
influencing modernist poetry, philosophical thought, and even popular
culture, with its emphasis on individualism and the transient nature of
existence.

Are there different versions or interpretations of
Omar Khayyam's Rubaiyat?
Yes, there are numerous translations and interpretations, each presenting
varying nuances of Khayyam's original verses, reflecting different cultural
and philosophical perspectives.

Why is Omar Khayyam's Rubaiyat considered a timeless
work?
Because its universal themes of life, death, and the search for meaning
resonate across generations and cultures, making it a perennial reflection on
the human condition.

Additional Resources
Rubaiyat by Omar Khayyam: An In-Depth Literary and Cultural Examination

---

Introduction

The Rubaiyat by Omar Khayyam stands as one of the most influential and
enigmatic poetic anthologies in world literature. Translated into numerous



languages and embraced across cultures, Khayyam’s quatrains (rubaiyat) have
inspired philosophical reflection, artistic expression, and cultural debate
for centuries. This long-form investigation delves into the origins, themes,
translations, and enduring legacy of Khayyam’s work, offering a comprehensive
review suitable for scholars, literary enthusiasts, and cultural critics
alike.

---

Origins and Historical Context

The Life of Omar Khayyam

Omar Khayyam (1048–1131 CE), a Persian polymath—mathematician, astronomer,
philosopher, and poet—lived in a period characterized by political upheaval
and rich cultural development in Persia. His scholarly pursuits spanned
beyond poetry, with significant contributions to algebra and astronomy,
notably the reform of the Persian calendar.

The Emergence of the Rubaiyat

While Khayyam’s quatrains were composed during his lifetime, their
compilation into the celebrated collection known as the Rubaiyat occurred
posthumously. The earliest manuscripts contained numerous quatrains, some of
which were documented in various Persian anthologies. However, it was not
until the 19th century that the Rubaiyat gained global prominence, largely
through the efforts of British poet and translator Edward FitzGerald.

---

Literary Analysis of the Rubaiyat

Structure and Form

The Rubaiyat comprises quatrains—short, four-line verses—with a typical rhyme
scheme of AABA or AAAA, depending on the manuscript. Khayyam’s mastery lies
in his economical use of language, packing philosophical profundity, wit, and
skepticism into concise stanzas.

Major Themes

1. Existence and Mortality
Khayyam often contemplates life's fleeting nature, emphasizing the transient
beauty of the present moment and the inevitability of death.

2. The Nature of Reality
His poetry questions religious dogma and metaphysical assertions, favoring a
skeptical or agnostic outlook that emphasizes personal experience over
doctrinal authority.

3. The Pursuit of Pleasure



Carpe diem—the enjoyment of wine, love, and life—is recurrent, symbolizing a
hedonistic acceptance of mortality.

4. Fate and Free Will
The quatrains explore the tension between destiny and human agency, often
expressing a sense of resignation intertwined with a zest for living.

Literary Devices and Style

Khayyam’s language is characterized by:

- Rich symbolism—wine as a symbol of spiritual awakening or worldly pleasure
- Paradox and irony—challenging conventional moralities
- Philosophical brevity—distilling complex ideas into succinct imagery

---

The Translation and Reception of Khayyam’s Rubaiyat

Edward FitzGerald’s Translation

The 1859 translation by Edward FitzGerald is arguably responsible for the
global fame of the Rubaiyat. His poetic rendering, while not a literal
translation, captures the spirit of Khayyam’s verses, emphasizing their
aesthetic and philosophical qualities.

Key features of FitzGerald’s translation include:

- A poetic voice that combines Victorian sensibilities with Persian themes
- An emphasis on mysticism, existential angst, and the ephemeral nature of
life
- Adoption of a romantic tone that resonated with Western audiences

Critical Reception and Controversies

FitzGerald’s translation was met with both admiration and critique. Some
scholars appreciated its lyrical beauty; others criticized it for
inaccuracies and a romanticized interpretation that diverged from the
original Persian text.

Over time, numerous translations emerged, each emphasizing different aspects:

- Persian scholars highlight Khayyam's philosophical depth and linguistic
nuances
- Modern translators aim for fidelity to the original, balancing poetic
beauty with scholarly accuracy

Cultural Impact

The Rubaiyat influenced diverse domains:



- Literature: Inspired poets such as T.S. Eliot and Ezra Pound
- Art: Became a motif in visual arts, with illustrations emphasizing Persian
motifs
- Music: Adapted into compositions and performances across cultures
- Popular Culture: Quoted in speeches, literature, and philosophical
discourse

---

Thematic Deep Dive

The Philosophy of Life and Death

Khayyam’s work exudes a pragmatic acceptance of mortality. Many quatrains
express a carpe diem ethos, urging readers to savor life’s pleasures because
death is inevitable and certain.

Sample themes include:

- The futility of religious dogmas in explaining mortality
- The pursuit of joy amidst the awareness of life's brevity
- Skepticism towards the afterlife

Skepticism and Mysticism

While Khayyam was deeply rooted in rational inquiry, his poetry contains
mystical undertones, blending skepticism with a recognition of the divine
mystery. His attitude often appears as a poetic form of
agnosticism—acknowledging the limits of human understanding.

The Role of Wine and Love

Wine, in Khayyam’s poetry, symbolizes not only literal intoxication but also
spiritual enlightenment, freedom from societal constraints, and the pursuit
of aesthetic pleasure.

---

Critical Perspectives

Philological and Literary Analyses

Scholars have examined Khayyam’s original Persian quatrains to decipher
linguistic subtleties and cultural references. This has led to debates over
translation fidelity and interpretation.

Key points include:

- The significance of Persian poetic conventions
- The influence of Sufism and Islamic culture
- Khayyam’s stance on religious orthodoxy



Philosophical Interpretations

Philosophers interpret Khayyam’s work as embodying a form of existential
humanism, emphasizing the importance of individual experience in shaping
meaning.

Cultural and Political Readings

Given Persia’s historical context, Khayyam’s skepticism and emphasis on
worldly pleasures were viewed as subversive by some authorities, leading to
varied receptions across eras.

---

The Legacy of the Rubaiyat

Influence on Literature and Art

The Rubaiyat has inspired countless writers and artists to explore themes of
mortality, spirituality, and the fleeting nature of life. Its influence
extends beyond Persian literature into Western modernism and postmodernism.

Adaptations and Modern Reinterpretations

From musical compositions to visual art, Khayyam’s poetry continues to be
reimagined. Contemporary poets revisit his themes, often with a modern
sensibility.

Ongoing Scholarly Interest

Academic research continues to explore Khayyam’s original works, their
translations, and their impact. Digital archives and annotated editions have
made his poetry accessible to new generations.

---

Conclusion

The Rubaiyat by Omar Khayyam remains a testament to the enduring power of
concise, profound poetry. Its exploration of life, death, and the divine
continues to resonate, inviting readers to reflect on their existence with
skepticism, joy, and philosophical depth. As both a literary masterpiece and
a cultural phenomenon, Khayyam’s quatrains exemplify the timeless human quest
for meaning amidst the transient nature of life.

---
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Final Thoughts

The Rubaiyat exemplifies the enduring appeal of poetry that combines
philosophical inquiry with aesthetic elegance. Omar Khayyam’s verses
challenge us to confront mortality, cherish the fleeting moments of life, and
question the certainties of religious and philosophical orthodoxy. Its
translation and interpretation continue to evolve, ensuring its relevance for
generations to come.
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  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam Omar Khayyam, 2015-12-27
Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam is the title that Edward FitzGerald gave to his translation of a selection
of poems, originally written in Persian and numbering about a thousand, attributed to Omar
Khayyam (1048–1131), a Persian poet, mathematician and astronomer. A 'ruba'i' is a two-line stanza
with two parts per line, hence the word rubáiyát (derived from the Arabic language root for four),
meaning quatrains. As a work of eng literature FitzGerald's version is a high point of the 19th
century and has been greatly influential. Indeed, the term Rubaiyat by itself has come to be used to
describe the quatrain rhyme scheme that FitzGerald used in his translations: AABA. (Excerpt from
Wikipedia)
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam Omar Khayyam, 1899
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam (Illustrated) Omar Khayyam,
2013-12-19 The Rubaiyat is a selection of poetry by Persian philosopher, mathematician, and
astronomer Omar Khayyam, compiled and translated by English poet Edward Fitzgerald. Though
many others have translated their own versions of Khayyam's poetry, Fitzgerald's remains the most
influential. This digital edition, which features artwork by Trizha Ko, is based on Fitzgerald's second
edition, published in 1868, and contains 110 quatrains, chosen from a body of work believed to
consist of over a thousand four-line verses.
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam , 2002-07-25 Omar Khayyam was
born at Naishapur in Khorassan in the latter half of our Eleventh, and died within the First Quarter
of our Twelfth Century. The Slender Story of his Life is curiously twined about that of two other very
considerable Figures in their Time and Country: one of whom tells the Story of all Three. This was
Nizam ul Mulk, Vizier to Alp Arslan the Son, and Malik Shah the Grandson, of Toghrul Beg the
Tartar, who had wrested Persia from the feeble Successor of Mahmud the Great, and founded that
Seljukian Dynasty which finally roused Europe into the Crusades.
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: The Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám Omar Khayyam, 1911
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam Omar Khayyam, Peter Avery, John
Francis Alexander Heathstubbs, 2008-07-10 Presents the eleventh-century Persian poet's quatrains
that express his philosophy of love and life
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: The Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám Omar Khayyam, Edward
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FitzGerald, 1990 One of the best-known, most often quoted English classics. Edward
FitzGeraldrsquo;s free translation of skeptical, hedonistic verse attributed to Omar Khayyaacute;m
(1048ndash;1122), Persian mathematician, astronomer and philosopher. Fifth edition incorporates
FitzGeraldrsquo;s handwritten changes in the fourth edition, and is traditionally printed with the
first edition. Notes explaining Persian names and unfamiliar terms.
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam Willy Pogany, Edward Fitzgerald,
2015-07-05 Willy Pogany takes the First and Fourth Editions of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam and
profusely illustrates them with wonderful drawings from the 1920's style. Pogany is known for his
beautiful women and graceful nudes, and this special edition is no exception.
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam Omar Khayyam, Edward FitzGerald,
1890
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám Omar Khayyam, 1896
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubáiyát [of Omar Khayyam, the Astronomer-poet of Persia].
Omar Khayyam, 1892
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Edward FitzGerald's Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam Omar Khayyam,
2016-06-14 A work of staggering poetic beauty that has inspired the likes of John Ruskin, T. S. Eliot,
and Robert Bly, The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam was written in eleventh-century Persia and was
largely unknown in the West until it was translated into English by Edward FitzGerald in 1859. In
FitzGerald's hands, the individual Persian quatrains of the original coalesced into one of the most
moving and often-cited modern poetic statements about loss, longing, and nostalgia. As Robert D.
Richardson notes, The Rubaiyat is startlingly modern in its outlook and composition, and through it,
one civilization speaks to another as equals and across a gap of almost a thousand years. Annotated
by Richardson and illustrated beautifully with the elegant watercolors of Lincoln Perry, this edition
of The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam will bring this affirmed classic to a new generation of readers. It
is the perfect complement to Richardson's biography of The Rubaiyat, Nearer to the Heart's Desire.
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám Omar Khayyam, 1897
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám, the Astronomer-poet of Persia Omar
Khayyam, 1859
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyam Edward FitzGerald, 2001-04
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam omar khayyam, 2014-11-21 The
Rubiyat of Omar Khayyam is a poem of high divine and spiritual meaning. The beauty and simplicity
of this poem is so immaculate that people of all faiths and those who have no faith at all can seek
divine solace in it.Omar has used popular metaphors in his passionate praise of wine and love. They
are mere symbols of Sufism where wine is the joy of spirit and the love is immense devotion to
God.Omar has presented the nectar of divine ecstasy as a delightful alternative that leads to human
enlightenment and eradicates human woe permanently. He has pictured the ordinary joys of life for
the worldly men are able to compare the mundane pleasures with the superior joys of spiritual life.
The literal meaning of the translated verses is completely absurd but the vast inner meanings are
like a golden treasure house.But the spiritual power inherent in this poem is a characteristic of the
Persian poems which have an outer as well as inner meaning. While the west has interpreted Omar's
poems as highly erotic, the East has accepted him as a religious poet. Plumbing into the depths of
the poem gives interpretations that make it appear like a shrine which is untouched.Omar has
distinctly suggested that wine symbolizes intoxication of spiritual joy and love. Some translators
have interpreted the verses saying that the whole poem is an evocation of agnosticism and has a
philosophy which seeks happiness through friendships and the avoidance of pain. It suggests brevity
of life and the absence of an after life.
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam Omar Khayyam, 2011-11-03 The
best-loved, bestselling poem ever published - a poem that embraces the theme 'seize the moment'
'One thing is certain, that Life flies; One thing is certain, and the Rest is Lies' The epic, beautiful
poem Rubaiyat is widely attributed to Omar Khayyam. As much a philosopher as a poet, he was a
Persian astronomer, who praised the beauties of nature, the essence of love, the mysteries of



existence, the limits of private life and the joys of wine. Translated in 1857 by Edward Fitzgerald it
was originally published in English anonymously, but was later discovered and promoted by the
Pre-Raphaelites, who would have emphathised with many of the poem's themes. Published here as
part of the Great Poets series, it is without doubt one of the greatest works of literature of all time.
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam Omar Khayyam, 1896
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam Omar Khayyám, 2017-07-28 The
Rub�iy�t of Omar Khayy�m is the title that Edward FitzGerald gave to his translation of a
selection of poems, originally written in Persian and of which there are about a thousand, attributed
to Omar Khayy�m, a Persian poet, mathematician and astronomer. A ruba'i is a two-line stanza with
two parts per line, hence the word rub�iy�t, meaning quatrains.
  rubaiyat by omar khayyam: Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam Omar Khayyam, Edward
FitzGerald, 2005-06
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