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Politics Among Nations Hans J. Morgenthau: An In-Depth Analysis of Realist International
Relations Theory

Introduction

The realm of international politics has long been a complex interplay of power, interests, diplomacy,
and conflict. Among the many scholars who have contributed to understanding the dynamics of
global relations, Hans ]J. Morgenthau stands out as a pivotal figure. His seminal work, Politics Among
Nations, first published in 1948, laid the foundation for classical realism in international relations
(IR). Morgenthau’s insights continue to influence policymakers, scholars, and students, making his
theories essential for comprehending the intricacies of international politics today.

In this article, we delve into the core concepts of Morgenthau’s political philosophy, explore its
relevance in contemporary geopolitics, and analyze how his ideas shape our understanding of power,
morality, and national interest among nations.

Understanding Hans J. Morgenthau’s Political
Philosophy
Hans Morgenthau’s approach to international relations is rooted in the realist tradition, emphasizing

the centrality of power and national interest. His perspective is grounded in the belief that politics,
much like other human activities, is governed by objective laws rooted in human nature.

The Origins and Context of Morgenthau’s Thought

Morgenthau’s ideas emerged in the aftermath of World War II, a period marked by unprecedented
global upheaval. Witnessing the devastation caused by unchecked nationalism and ideological
conflicts, Morgenthau sought to develop a pragmatic framework to understand and manage
international power struggles. His background in political science and experience as a diplomat
informed his skepticism of utopian visions of world peace through idealism.

The Core Tenets of Morgenthau’s Realism

Morgenthau’s political realism is characterized by several fundamental principles:

1. Politics is Governed by Objective Laws Rooted in Human Nature
- He argued that human nature is inherently self-interested and driven by the desire for power.

2. Interest Defined in Terms of Power
- National interest is primarily about ensuring survival and increasing power relative to other states.



3. The Concept of Power as the Main Currency of International Politics
- Power is both a means and an end in international relations.

4. The Politics of Balance of Power
- Stability is maintained when power is distributed among states to prevent any one from
dominating.

5. Morality and Politics are Not Identical
- Morgenthau emphasized that moral considerations must be balanced with pragmatic interests;
morality in politics is often relative and context-dependent.

Key Concepts in Morgenthau’s Theory of International
Politics

Morgenthau’s Politics Among Nations introduces several pivotal concepts that help explain the
behavior of states and the structure of international relations.

1. Power and National Interest

At the heart of Morgenthau’s theory lies the idea that:

- States act primarily to protect their sovereignty and security.

- Power is the most effective means to achieve national goals.

- National interest is often understood as the pursuit of power and security, sometimes at the
expense of moral considerations.

2. The Balance of Power

- A key mechanism to prevent any single state from becoming too dominant.
- Encourages cooperation and alliances to maintain stability.
- Historically, the balance of power has been a central feature of international politics.

3. The Role of Morality in International Relations

- Morgenthau acknowledged the importance of morality but argued it must be subordinate to
national interest.

- He believed that moral principles could sometimes conflict with pragmatic considerations,
especially in matters of war and peace.



4. The Concept of Political Realism

- Emphasizes pragmatic, interest-based decision-making.
- Opposes idealistic notions of universal morality in foreign policy.
- Advocates for a realistic appraisal of power dynamics.

The Influence of Morgenthau’s Ideas on Modern
International Relations

Morgenthau’s theories have profoundly shaped the development of realist thought in IR, influencing
subsequent scholars and policymakers.

Classical Realism and Its Legacy

- Morgenthau is often regarded as the father of classical realism.

- His emphasis on human nature and power politics laid the groundwork for later realist theories.

- Many contemporary IR theories, including structural realism (neorealism), build upon or respond to
Morgenthau’s ideas.

Implications for Contemporary Geopolitics

- The ongoing competition among great powers such as the United States, China, and Russia echoes
Morgenthau’s emphasis on power politics.

- Issues like nuclear deterrence, alliances, and conflicts are analyzed through the lens of power and
national interest.

- His skepticism of idealism remains relevant in debates on diplomacy, intervention, and
international law.

Criticisms and Limitations of Morgenthau’s Approach

While influential, Morgenthau’s realism has faced critiques:

- Overemphasis on Power: Critics argue it underestimates the role of international institutions and
norms.

- Neglect of Non-State Actors: Focuses primarily on states, overlooking transnational entities.

- Potential for Cynicism: His emphasis on power politics can be seen as promoting a pessimistic view
of international cooperation.



Relevance of Morgenthau’s Politics Among Nations
Today

Despite the evolving landscape of international relations, Morgenthau’s insights remain pertinent.

Understanding Power Dynamics in the 21st Century

- The rise of China challenges U.S. dominance, exemplifying power transitions and competition.
- Cyber warfare, economic sanctions, and diplomatic maneuvers reflect Morgenthau'’s focus on
power as a central tool.

Balancing Moral Considerations and National Interests

- Humanitarian interventions, counterterrorism, and climate policies often involve balancing moral
imperatives with national interests—an area where Morgenthau’s ideas can guide nuanced decision-
making.

Implications for Policy and Diplomacy

- Policymakers can use Morgenthau’s realism to assess threats and opportunities objectively.
- Recognizing the limitations of moral appeals in international conflicts can lead to more pragmatic
strategies.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of
Morgenthau’s Politics Among Nations

Hans J. Morgenthau’s Politics Among Nations remains a cornerstone of international relations
theory, offering a realistic lens to understand the perennial struggle for power among nations. His
insistence on the primacy of national interest, the centrality of power, and the importance of
pragmatic diplomacy continue to resonate in contemporary geopolitics.

While his approach has been critiqued for its potential cynicism and neglect of international norms,
its core principles provide valuable insights into the motivations behind state behavior. As the global
landscape evolves with new challenges and opportunities, Morgenthau’s realism offers a timeless
framework for policymakers and scholars seeking to navigate the intricate world of international
politics.

Key Takeaways:

- Morgenthau’s realism emphasizes power, national interest, and pragmatic diplomacy.
- The balance of power remains a vital concept in maintaining international stability.



- Moral considerations are subordinate but still relevant in strategic decision-making.

- His theories help explain contemporary power struggles and international conflicts.

- Understanding Morgenthau’s ideas is essential for anyone interested in the dynamics of global
politics.

By studying Politics Among Nations, students and policymakers gain a sophisticated understanding
of how power shapes the international arena and why nations behave the way they do. Morgenthau’s
legacy endures, reminding us that in the world of international relations, power politics often reign
supreme.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main principles of Hans J. Morgenthau's theory
of political realism?

Morgenthau's theory emphasizes that international politics are driven by national interests and
power, advocating for a pragmatic approach that recognizes the inherent conflict and competition
among states rather than idealism or moralism.

How does Morgenthau define '‘power’ in international
relations?

Morgenthau defines power as the means to influence others and achieve desired outcomes,
emphasizing that power is central to political behavior and the pursuit of national interests on the
global stage.

In what ways does Morgenthau's work influence modern
international politics?

Morgenthau's emphasis on power politics and the realist perspective continues to shape foreign
policy analysis, guiding policymakers to prioritize national interests and understand the competitive
nature of international relations.

What critiques have been made against Morgenthau's political
realism?

Critics argue that Morgenthau's focus on power can lead to a cynical view of diplomacy, potentially
justifying aggressive actions, and that it underestimates the role of international institutions and
ethical considerations.

How does Morgenthau address morality in international
relations?

Morgenthau contends that moral principles often conflict with national interests, and while morality
can guide domestic policy, international politics are primarily driven by pragmatic considerations of



power and interest.

What is the significance of 'balance of power' in Morgenthau's
theory?

Morgenthau considers the balance of power essential for maintaining stability among states,
preventing any one nation from becoming overwhelmingly dominant and thus reducing the risk of
conflict.

How does Morgenthau's concept of 'political realism' differ
from idealism?

While idealism emphasizes cooperation, moral values, and international law, Morgenthau's political
realism focuses on power, national interest, and the competitive, often conflictual, nature of
international relations.

What role do ethics play in Morgenthau's view of international
politics?

Morgenthau acknowledges the importance of ethics but believes that in international politics, ethical
considerations are often subordinate to strategic interests and the pursuit of power.

How relevant are Morgenthau's ideas in today's global
political climate?

Many of Morgenthau's ideas remain relevant, especially in understanding power dynamics, strategic
interests, and conflicts among nations, although contemporary international relations also
incorporate international institutions and norms.

What are some criticisms of Morgenthau's emphasis on power
politics in the context of global cooperation?

Critics argue that an exclusive focus on power can undermine efforts for international cooperation,
peace, and development, and may justify aggressive policies that threaten global stability and ethical
standards.

Additional Resources

Politics among nations Hans J. Morgenthau remains one of the most influential frameworks in the
study of international relations. Morgenthau'’s realist approach has shaped how scholars,
policymakers, and students understand the perpetual struggles for power, security, and influence
among nations. His insights continue to resonate, offering a lens through which we can analyze
contemporary global politics and the enduring nature of international conflict and cooperation.



Introduction to Hans J. Morgenthau and the Foundations of Political Realism

Hans J. Morgenthau (1904-1980) was a German-born American political scientist whose seminal
work, Politics Among Nations, first published in 1948, laid the groundwork for modern political
realism. His core premise was that international politics is governed by objective laws rooted in
human nature, particularly the desire for power, which remain constant regardless of ideological
shifts or technological advancements.

Politics among nations Hans J. Morgenthau is often regarded as the definitive statement of realist
theory, emphasizing the enduring struggle for power as the central factor in international relations.

Morgenthau rejected utopian visions of perfect peace or international harmony, instead advocating
for a pragmatic approach based on power balances and national interest.

The Core Principles of Morgenthau’s Realism

Morgenthau’s theory is built upon several foundational principles that explain the behavior of states
and the dynamics of international politics:

1. Politics is Governed by Objective Laws Rooted in Human Nature
- Human beings possess an innate desire for power.

- States mirror human nature in their pursuit of national interests.
- Power is a means to ensure survival and dominance.

2. The Concept of Power as the Central Element

- Power is not an end but a means to achieve security and influence.
- The measure of power can be military, economic, diplomatic, or cultural.

3. The Autonomy of the Political Sphere

- Politics operates independently from moral or ideological considerations.

- While morality can influence individual decisions, in international politics, power dynamics take
precedence.

4. The Balance of Power as a Stabilizing Force

- No single state should dominate others; a balance prevents hegemonic control.
- Balance of power is a natural and necessary feature of international relations.

5. The Use of Power Requires Prudence and Realism

- States must weigh their actions carefully, avoiding overreach.
- Strategic interests should guide foreign policy, not moral idealism.

The Six Principles of Political Realism



Morgenthau formalized his ideas into six principles that serve as the foundation of political realism:

1. Politics is governed by objective laws rooted in human nature.

2. Interest defined in terms of power is the main motivation of political action.

3. Political power must be understood in terms of relative strength.

4. Interest and power are always in flux; the international system is inherently dynamic.

5. Morality is important but must be subordinated to political necessity.

6. The moral aspirations of a nation are valid but cannot override the realities of power politics.

Application of Morgenthau’s Principles to International Relations
Morgenthau’s realism offers a practical lens for analyzing various aspects of international politics:
1. Security Dilemmas and Power Dynamics

- States seek security but often provoke insecurity in others, leading to arms races.
- Example: Cold War arms buildup, where mutual suspicion escalated tensions.

2. Balance of Power Politics

- Alliances form to counterbalance rising threats.
- Historical examples include the Concert of Europe and NATO.

3. The Role of Diplomacy and Strategic Interests

- Diplomacy is a tool for managing power relations.
- States prioritize national interests over ideological commitments.

4. International Conflict and Cooperation

- Competition is inevitable; cooperation occurs when interests align temporarily.
- Morgenthau emphasized that peace is often a balance of power, not a shared moral vision.

Criticisms and Limitations of Morgenthau’s Realism
While Morgenthau’s insights have been influential, they have also faced criticism:

- Neglect of International Institutions: Critics argue that his emphasis on power downplays the role
of international organizations like the UN.

- Underestimation of Ideology: Realism often underplays the influence of ideology, democracy, or
human rights.

- Ethical Concerns: The subordination of morality raises questions about the ethics of power politics.
- Historical Variability: Critics suggest that history shows periods of cooperation and moral progress
that challenge the pessimism of realism.



Morgenthau’s Relevance in Contemporary Politics
Despite criticisms, Morgenthau’s principles remain relevant today:

- Great Power Rivalries: US-China relations, Russia’s ambitions, and the resurgence of nationalism
echo realist themes.

- Security Alliances: NATO and other alliances exemplify balancing behaviors.

- Cybersecurity and Asymmetric Warfare: New domains of power reflect traditional notions of
influence.

- Global Challenges: Climate change, pandemics, and economic crises test the limits of state
sovereignty and power.

Summary: The Enduring Legacy of Politics among Nations and Morgenthau’s Realism

Politics among nations Hans ]J. Morgenthau provides a sobering but pragmatic perspective on how
nations interact in a world devoid of a global sovereign. His emphasis on power, interest, and human
nature offers a framework for understanding why conflicts persist and how states navigate the
complex web of international relations.

While his approach may seem cynical or overly deterministic, it underscores the importance of
strategic thinking, prudence, and a clear-eyed view of international power dynamics. For students
and policymakers alike, Morgenthau’s realism remains a vital tool for analyzing the perpetual
struggle among nations and the underlying forces that shape global history.

Final Thoughts: Applying Morgenthau Today

In an era marked by rapid technological change, shifting alliances, and emerging global threats,
Morgenthau’s insights remind us that:

- Power remains central to international relations.
- Ethical considerations must be balanced with strategic interests.
- Stability often depends on a delicate balance of power.

By understanding politics among nations Hans J. Morgenthau, we gain a clearer perspective on the
enduring realities that influence global affairs and the importance of strategic prudence in
navigating an uncertain world.

Politics Among Nations Hans | Morgenthau

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: Politics Among Nations Hans Joachim
Morgenthau, 1948

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: Politics Among Nations David Clinton,
Kenneth Thompson, Hans Morgenthau, 2005-04-19 Hans Morgenthau's classic text established
realism as the fundamental way of thinking about international relations. Although it has had its
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critics, the fact that it continues to be the most long lived text for courses in international relations
attests to its enduring value. Someone has said the study of international relations has for half a
century been nothing so much as a dialogue between Morgenthau, those who embrace his approach,
and those who turn elsewhere for enlightenment. After 50 years, the dialogue between Morgenthau
and scholars from around the world continues more or less as in the past something with more
intensity even in an age of terror. The new edition preserves intact Morgenthau's original work
while adding a 40 page introduction by the editors who explore its relevance for a new era. What
follows the introduction are the perspectives of a dozen statesmen, scholars, and observers each
offering insights on Morgenthau's concepts and ideas as they relate to current crises on every
continent. They bring up to date the dialogue that began in 1948.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: An Analysis of Hans J. Morgenthau's Politics
Among Nations Ramon Pacheco Pardo, 2017-07-05 Hans Morgenthau’s Politics Among Nations is a
classic of political science, built on the firm foundation of Morgenthau'’s watertight reasoning skills.
The central aim of reasoning is to construct a logical and persuasive argument that carefully
organizes and supports its conclusions - often around a central concept or scheme of argumentation.
Morgenthau’s subject was international relations - the way in which the world’s nations interact,
and come into conflict or peace - a topic which was of vital importance during the unstable wake of
the Second World War. To the complex problem of understanding the ways in which the post-war
nations were jostling for power, Morgenthau brought a comprehensive schema: the concept of
“realism” - or, in other words, the idea that every nation will act so as to maximise its own interests.
From this basis, Morgenthau builds a systematic argument for a pragmatic approach to international
relations in which nations seeking consensus should aim for a balance of power, grounding relations
between states in understandings of how the interests of individual nations can be maximized.
Though seismic shifts in international politics after the Cold War undeniably altered the landscape of
international relations, Morgenthau’s dispassionate reasoning about the nature of our world remains
influential to this day.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: Politics Among Nations Hans Morgenthau ,
1955

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: Realism Reconsidered Michael Charles
Williams, 2007-11-15 Realism remains the most important and controversial vision of international
politics. But what does it mean to be a realist? This collection addresses this key question by
returning to the thinking of perhaps the most influential realist of modern times: Hans J.
Morgenthau. In analyses of issues ranging from political philosophy, to international law, to the
impact of nuclear weapons and the challenges of American foreign policy, the authors demonstrate
that Morgenthau's thinkingexemplifies a rich realist tradition that is often lacking in contemporary
analyses of international relations and foreign policy. At a time when realism is once again at the
centre of both scholarly and political debates, this book shows that the legacy of classical realism
can enrich ourunderstanding of world politics and contribute to its future direction.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: Politics Among Nations Hans J. Morgenthau,
1967

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: The Origins of Major War Dale C. Copeland,
2001-07-26 Copeland asks why governments make decisions that lead to, sustain, and intensify
conflicts, drawing on detailed historical narratives of several twentieth-century cases, including
World War I, World War II, and the Cold War.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: Political Thought and International Relations
Duncan Bell, 2010-12-02 Political realism dominated the field of International Relations during the
Cold War. Since then, however, its fortunes have been mixed: pushed onto the backfoot during
1990s, it has in recent years retuned to the centre of scholarly debate. Despite its prominence in
International Relations, however, realism plays only a marginal role in contemporary international
political theory. It is often associated with a form of crude realpolitik that ignores the ethical
dimensions of political life. The contributors to this book explore alternative understandings of



realism, seeing it as a diverse and complex mode of political and ethical theorising rather than
simply a value-neutral social scientific theory or the unreflective defence of the national interest. A
number of the chapters offer critical interpretations of key figures in the canon of twentieth century
realism, including Hans Morgenthau, E. H. Carr, and Reinhold Niebuhr. Others seek to widen the
lens through which realism is usually viewed, exploring the writings of Martin Heidegger, Hannah
Arendt, and Leo Strauss. Finally, a number of the contributors engage with general issues in
international political theory, including the meaning and value of pessimism, the relationship
between power and ethics, the purpose of normative political theory, and what might constitute
political reality. Straddling International Relations and political theory, this book makes a significant
contribution to both fields.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: Hans J. Morgenthau Christoph Frei,
2001-04-01 Hans J. Morgenthau, a founding proponent of political realism, remains the central
figure in international relations scholarship of the twentieth century. His book Politics among
Nations literally defined the field in 1948 as it heralded the post--World War II paradigm shift in
American thinking about diplomacy. Yet when Morgenthau died in 1980 at the age of seventy-six, no
one present at his funeral had an inkling about the first half of his life -- his education, his early
productive career in Europe and America, or the roots of his political philosophy. In the first and
only volume devoted to the intellectual formation of Morgenthau, Christoph Frei draws upon an
overwhelming abundance of resources -- including a lengthy paper trail of previously unseen diaries,
correspondence, notes, and manuscripts -- to disclose the compelling story of a great mind in the
making. Frei identifies the bases of Morgenthau's ideas and clarifies many misconceptions, including
Morgenthau's link with Augustinian thought, his relationship with Reinhold Niebuhr, and the impact
of major thinkers such as Max Weber, Hans Kelsen, and Carl Schmitt on the scholar. He offers
incontrovertible evidence of Friedrich Nietzsche's predominant influence on Morgenthau.
Resoundingly praised in the original German, Hans J. Morgenthau is a brilliant life study that
presents the first coherent picture of the European intellectual building blocks Morgenthau brought
with him to America.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: A Functional Theory of Government, Law,
and Institutions Kalu N. Kalu, 2019-07-12 This book examines the notion that while states may
differ in terms of ideology, economic system, and institutional architecture, their role as an
organizing framework for system-wide political action and international relations is contingent on a
series of competing and oftentimes mutually exclusive factors. This work clarifies factors that
contribute to our understanding of the critical roles of systemic and sub-systemic elements of society
and how they reinforce the reciprocal problems of human and social organizations, and the
institutionalization processes that help to constrain them.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: The United States and Public Diplomacy
Kenneth. A. Osgood, 2010-02-16 Public diplomacy is the art of cultivating public opinion to achieve
foreign policy objectives. A vital tool in contemporary statecraft, public diplomacy is also one of the
most poorly understood elements of a nation’s “soft power.” The United States and Public Diplomacy
adds historical perspective to the ongoing global conversation about public diplomacy and its proper
role in foreign affairs. It highlights the fact that the United States has not only been an important
sponsor of public diplomacy, it also has been a frequent target of public diplomacy initiatives
sponsored by others. Many of the essays in this collection look beyond Washington to explore the
ways in which foreign states, non-governmental organizations, and private citizens have used public
diplomacy to influence the government and people of the United States.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: Power, Politics, Law Radhika Withana, 2008 This
book hypothesises that an ILI perspective offers a better explanation of the law-State behaviour
relationship during international crises than rival explanations grounded in positivism, realism or
functional ism. Four case studies of State behaviour - of the US, the Soviet Union and the PRC
during the Korean War (1950-1953), of the US and UK during the Suez crisis (1956), of the US and
the Soviet Union during the Cuban Missile Crisis (1962) and of the US and an alliance of Latin




American States during the Dominican Republic crisis (1965) - are used to test the hypothesis. The
findings confirm the greater explanatory efficacy of ILI and demonstrate that the significance of
international law to foreign policy decision-making during international crises is more than that of
deterring the use of force as is assumed by rival theoretical approaches grounded in a rule-book
image of international law.--Back cover.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: After the Enlightenment Nicolas Guilhot,
2017-04-24 After the Enlightenment is the first attempt at understanding modern political realism as
a historical phenomenon. Realism is not an eternal wisdom inherited from Thucydides, Machiavelli
or Hobbes, but a twentieth-century phenomenon rooted in the interwar years, the collapse of the
Weimar Republic, and the transfer of ideas between Continental Europe and the United States. The
book provides the first intellectual history of the rise of realism in America, as it informed policy and
academic circles after 1945. It breaks through the narrow confines of the discipline of international
relations and resituates realism within the crisis of American liberalism. Realism provided a new
framework for foreign policy thinking and transformed the nature of American democracy. This book
sheds light on the emergence of 'rational choice' as a new paradigm for political decision-making
and speaks to the current revival in realism in international affairs.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: World Politics in a New Era Steven L. Spiegel,
Elizabeth G. Matthews, Kristen P. Williams, 2013-09 A uniquely in-depth treatment of the field,
World Politics in a New Era, Sixth Edition, features extensive historical coverage that ranges from
the Peace of Westphalia in 1648 to the present, offering students the best context to fully
comprehend the modern political stage. It focuses on levels of analysis (systemic, domestic, and
individual) in relation to major IR theories (realism, liberalism, and constructivism) and gives
students the analytical tools to apply the theories to current issues. The authors integrate coverage
of the competing threads of globalization and fragmentation throughout, examining how they tangle
and weave through studies of global politics, economics, and culture. FEATURES At a Glance text
boxes apply the theories and levels of analysis--individual, domestic, and systemic--to each chapter's
theme What Would You Do? boxes profile real-life events, asking students to play the role of a world
leader/decision maker and propose a solution that takes into account the many complexities of world
politics Spotlight features in every chapter highlight interesting people, places, and situations;
discuss important international events and colorful personalities in greater depth; or focus on
specific facets of complex conflicts or theories Package this text with Oxford Pocket World Atlas, any
title from our Very Short Introductions series, or Now Playing: Learning Global Politics Through
Film for FREE! Please contact your Oxford University Press Sales Representative or call
800.280.0280 for details.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: Hans J. Morgenthau and the American
Experience Cornelia Navari, 2017-11-24 This edited volume covers the development of the thought
of the political realist Hans J. Morgenthau from the time of his arrival in America from
Nazi-dominated Europe through to his emphatic denunciation of American policy in the Vietnam
War. Critical to the development of thinking about American foreign policy in the post-war period,
he laid out the idea of a national interest defined in terms of power, the precarious uncertainty of
the international balance of power, the weakness of international morality, the decentralized
character of international law, the deceptiveness of ideologies, and the requirements of a
peace-preserving diplomacy. This volume is required reading for students of American foreign
policy, and for anyone who wishes to understand the single most important source of the ideas
underpinning American foreign policy since the end of the Second World War.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: Power, Energy, and the New Russian
Imperialism Anita Orban, 2008-09-30 Russia is the world's foremost energy superpower, rivaling
Saudi Arabia as the world's largest oil producer and accounting for a quarter of the world's exports
of natural gas. Russia's energy reserves account for half of the world's probable oil reserves and a
third of the world's proven natural gas reserves. Whereas military might and nuclear weapons
formed the core of Soviet cold war power, since 1991 the Russian state has viewed its monopolistic



control of Russia's energy resources as the core of its power now and for the future. Since 2005, the
international news has been filled with Russia's repeated demonstrations of its readiness to use
price, transit fees, and supply of gas and oil exports as punitive policy instruments against
recalcitrant states that were formerly part of the Soviet Union, striking in turn the Ukraine, Georgia,
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, and Lithuania. Orban reveals for the first time in Power, Energy, and
the New Russian Imperialism Russia's readiness to wield the same energy weapon against her
neighbors on the west, all of them former Soviet satellite states but now EU and NATO member
nations: the three Baltic nations and the five East European nations of Poland, Slovakia, Hungary,
the Czech Republic, and Slovenia. Orban shows how the Kremlin since 1991 has systematically used
Russian energy companies as players in a concerted neo-mercantilist, energy-based foreign policy
designed to further Russia's neo-imperial ambitions among America's key allies in Central East
Europe. Her unprecedented analysis is key to predicting Russia's strategic response to American
negotiations with Poland and the Czech Republic to host the US missile shield. She also reveals the
economic and diplomatic modus operandi by which Russia will increasingly apply its energy clout to
shape and coerce the foreign policies of the West European members of the EU, as Russia's
contribution to EU gas consumption increases from a quarter today to three-quarters by 2020.
Orban proves that Russia's neo-mercantilist energy strategy in East Europe is not at all dependent
on the person of Putin, but began under Yeltsin and continues under Medvedev, the former
chairman of Gazprom.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: In the Shadow of the Generals Martin Mullins,
2017-11-30 Providing an in-depth study of the construction of foreign policy in developing countries,
Martin Mullins takes an original line of both a post-positivist methodology and an acceptance of the
importance of the realism in foreign policy formation in the Southern Cone countries from the early
1980s to the present day. This carefully constructed work highlights the case of Chilean foreign
policy in the 1990s in order to examine the adoption of realism in its policy formation, in contrast to
the strong historical narratives of Argentina and Brazil. The volume focuses on the nuances of
foreign policy making through a comprehensive study of political culture that underlines the links
between domestic and foreign policy sets in the region.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: International Relations and the Problem of
Time Andrew R. Hom, 2020-05-26 What is time and how does it influence our knowledge of
international politics? For decades International Relations (IR) paid little explicit attention to time.
Recently this began to change as a range of scholars took an interest in the temporal dimensions of
politics. Yet IR still has not fully addressed the issue of why time matters in international politics,
nor has it reflected on its own use of time — how temporal ideas affect the way we work to
understand political phenomena. Moreover, IR remains beholden to two seemingly contradictory
visions of time: the time of the clock and a longstanding tradition treating time as a problem to be
solved. International Relations and the Problem of Time develops a unique response to these
interconnected puzzles. It reconstructs IR's temporal imagination by developing an argument that all
times - from natural rhythms to individual temporal experience - spring from social and practical
timing activities, or efforts to establish meaningful and useful relationships in complex and dynamic
settings. In IR's case, across a surprisingly wide range of approaches scholars employ narrative
timing techniques to make sense of confounding processes and events. This innovative account of
time provides a more systematic and rigorous explanation for time in international politics. It also
develops provocative insights about IR's own history, its key methodological commitments,
supposedly 'timeless' statistical methods, historical institutions, and the critical vanguard of time
studies. This book invites us to reimagine time, and in so doing to significantly rethink the way we
approach the analysis of international politics.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: The Hidden History of Realism S. Molloy,
2006-02-04 Challenging the received notions of International Relations theory about a central
tradition - Realism - Molloy demonstrates how a belief in a mode of theorization has distorted
Realism, forcing the theory of power politics in IR into a paradigmatic strait-jacket that is simply




inadequate and inappropriate to the task of encompassing its diversity.

politics among nations hans j morgenthau: The Political Realism of Reinhold Niebuhr
Colm McKeogh, 2016-07-27 Reinhold Niebuhr rose to prominenece in the 1930s and 1940s for his
vociferous opposition both to Nazism and to isolationism as an American response to that threat. He
rejected both pacifism and the legalism of the just war tradition. His pragmatic and realist approach
to the ethics of force eschews absolute rules or restrictions. The work examines Niebuhr's
consequentialist approach to ethics and war from the perspective of political theory.
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