
poem i am nobody

Introduction to "Poem I Am Nobody"

Poem I Am Nobody is one of Emily Dickinson's most celebrated and thought-provoking works. As a

renowned American poet of the 19th century, Dickinson's poetry often explores themes of identity,

individuality, societal expectations, and the human condition. "I Am Nobody" epitomizes her distinctive

style—marked by concise language, vivid imagery, and profound introspection—making it a timeless

piece that continues to resonate with readers today.

This poem is frequently analyzed for its subtle critique of social conformity and its celebration of

personal authenticity. It invites readers to reflect on the nature of identity, the desire for privacy, and

the societal pressure to conform. Understanding this poem in its historical and literary context

enhances appreciation for its depth and relevance.

Context and Background of "Poem I Am Nobody"

Historical and Literary Context

Emily Dickinson (1830–1886) was an influential American poet whose work remained largely

unpublished during her lifetime. Her poetry is characterized by unconventional punctuation, slant

rhyme, and themes that delve into inner life, mortality, and the self. During the mid-19th century,

American society was marked by strict social norms, rigid class structures, and a burgeoning emphasis

on individual achievement. Dickinson’s poetry subtly challenged these conventions, often emphasizing

the importance of personal introspection over societal approval.



"Poem I Am Nobody" was written during a period when Dickinson retreated from public life and

society’s expectations. Her reclusive nature and introspective writing style are reflected in the themes

of this poem, which embraces anonymity and the quiet existence away from societal noise.

Themes Explored in the Poem

- Identity and Self-Perception: The poem questions the desire for recognition and highlights the value

of being oneself.

- Societal Conformity: It critiques the societal obsession with fame and the superficial allure of

popularity.

- Privacy and Solitude: The poem celebrates the peace found in anonymity and the freedom it

provides.

- Fear of Conformity and Loss of Individuality: It warns against the dangers of blending into the crowd

and losing one's uniqueness.

Analyzing the Poem "I Am Nobody"

Text of the Poem

> I am nobody!

> Who are you?

> Are you nobody, too?

> Then there's a pair of us—

> Don't tell! they'd advertise—you know!

> How dreary to be somebody!

> How public, like a frog



> To tell your name the livelong day

> To an admiring bog!

Literary Devices and Their Significance

- Repetition: The repeated exclamations ("I am nobody!") emphasize the speaker’s pride in anonymity.

- Rhetorical Questions: These invite the reader to reflect on their own identity and societal roles.

- Contrast: The poem contrasts "nobody" with "somebody," highlighting the differences between privacy

and fame.

- Imagery: The frog analogy vividly portrays the noisiness and superficiality of seeking fame.

Interpretation of the Poem's Message

The poem champions the idea that being "nobody"—that is, choosing privacy and authenticity—is

preferable to the superficiality of being "somebody" in society. Dickinson suggests that fame and

recognition can be burdensome, and that true peace lies in embracing one’s inner self away from the

limelight. The secret shared between the "nobodies" symbolizes a quiet rebellion against societal

norms that prioritize outward appearances.

Themes and Symbolism in "Poem I Am Nobody"

Celebration of Anonymity

Dickinson elevates the state of being "nobody" by portraying it as desirable and freeing. The poem

suggests that anonymity shields individuals from the noise and superficial judgments of society.



Society as a "Public Frog"

The frog analogy symbolizes the loud, incessant chatter of those eager for fame. Frogs are often

associated with croaking loudly, which Dickinson uses to critique the superficial display of self-

importance prevalent in society.

The "Pair of Us"

The idea that "there's a pair of us" indicates a shared understanding among those who value privacy.

It emphasizes solidarity among individuals who choose authenticity over societal approval.

Rebellion Against Societal Expectations

By asking "Don't tell! they'd advertise—you know!", Dickinson hints at the tendency of society to seek

recognition and to amplify individual identities, often at the expense of genuine selfhood.

Why "Poem I Am Nobody" Is Still Relevant Today

Embracing Individuality in a Conformist Society

In an era dominated by social media, where personal branding and public recognition are often

prioritized, Dickinson’s poem encourages readers to find value in privacy and authenticity. It reminds

us that not everyone needs to seek fame to find fulfillment.



Understanding the Value of Solitude

The poem advocates for the importance of solitude and introspection, which are vital for personal

growth and mental health. In a world that often equates worth with external validation, Dickinson’s

emphasis on inner peace is especially pertinent.

Critique of Fame and Superficiality

The poem serves as a subtle critique of society’s obsession with celebrity culture. It suggests that the

pursuit of fame can be superficial and distract from more meaningful aspects of life.

Promoting Self-Acceptance

By embracing the identity of being "nobody," the poem promotes self-acceptance and the idea that

one’s worth is not determined by external recognition.

Legacy and Influence of "Poem I Am Nobody"

Impact on Modern Literature and Culture

Emily Dickinson’s work, especially "I Am Nobody," has influenced countless writers, poets, and

thinkers who explore themes of identity, privacy, and societal critique. Its succinct style and profound

message have made it a staple in literary studies.



Inspiration for Personal Reflection

Many readers interpret the poem as an invitation to embrace their true selves and reject societal

pressures to conform. Its message encourages individuals to find peace in authenticity and solitude.

Educational Significance

The poem is frequently included in literature curricula for its mastery of language, poetic devices, and

thematic depth. It serves as an excellent example of how brevity can convey powerful ideas.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of "Poem I Am Nobody"

"Poem I Am Nobody" by Emily Dickinson remains a compelling and relevant piece of poetry that

challenges societal notions of fame, identity, and authenticity. Its celebration of anonymity and quiet

self-awareness offers a counter-narrative to the loud, often superficial culture surrounding us today.

Dickinson’s understated yet profound words continue to inspire readers to embrace their true selves,

find comfort in solitude, and value the serenity that comes with being "nobody" in the eyes of society.

This poem serves as a timeless reminder that sometimes, the greatest form of rebellion is simply

choosing to be oneself and cherishing the peace that comes with it. Whether read as a critique of

societal norms or a celebration of individual authenticity, "Poem I Am Nobody" endures as a beacon of

introspection and quiet strength.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of Emily Dickinson's poem 'I Am Nobody'?

The poem explores themes of individuality, the desire for privacy, and the societal tendency to value

fame and recognition over authentic self-expression.

How does 'I Am Nobody' reflect Dickinson's view on social status?

Dickinson contrasts being 'nobody' with being 'somebody,' suggesting that choosing privacy and

authenticity can be more meaningful than seeking societal approval or fame.

What literary devices are prominent in 'I Am Nobody,' and how do they

enhance its message?

The poem employs devices like contrast, rhyme, and irony to emphasize the value of individuality over

societal expectations, highlighting the appeal of anonymity.

Why is 'I Am Nobody' considered a relatable poem for modern

readers?

Many modern readers resonate with the poem's themes of seeking privacy and authenticity in a world

obsessed with social media fame and public recognition.

How does Emily Dickinson's tone in 'I Am Nobody' influence its overall

impact?

Dickinson's playful and defiant tone invites readers to reconsider societal norms and find

empowerment in embracing their true selves, even if they are 'nobodies.'

Additional Resources

Poem "I Am Nobody" by Emily Dickinson stands as a quintessential example of her introspective and



thought-provoking poetry. This poem encapsulates themes of identity, societal expectations,

individuality, and the human desire for authenticity. Through its succinct yet profound verses, Dickinson

invites readers into a contemplative space where the tension between being a "nobody" and the

longing for significance is explored. In this review, we will delve into the poem’s themes, literary

devices, historical context, and impact, providing a comprehensive analysis of why "I Am Nobody"

continues to resonate with readers today.

---

Introduction to "I Am Nobody"

"I Am Nobody" is a short, four-stanza poem that employs simple language yet conveys complex ideas

about self-awareness and societal roles. Dickinson often wrote in a compressed style, packing layers

of meaning into concise lines, and this poem exemplifies her mastery. The poem's opening lines

immediately challenge societal norms by embracing anonymity, suggesting that being a "nobody" can,

paradoxically, offer a form of freedom and authenticity that societal "somebodies" might lack.

Key themes introduced:

- The allure of anonymity

- Rejection of societal superficiality

- The value of individual authenticity

This initial framing sets the tone for a poem that is both personal and universal, speaking to anyone

who has felt marginalized or desires to break free from societal expectations.

---



Literary Devices and Style

Language and Tone

Dickinson's language in "I Am Nobody" is conversational yet layered with nuance. The tone is both

playful and defiant, as the speaker confidently proclaims their position outside societal norms. The use

of colloquial phrases like "How dreary to be somebody!" offers a casual, almost witty touch that invites

the reader into a candid reflection.

Structure and Form

The poem comprises four quatrains with a consistent rhyme scheme, typically ABCB, which lends a

musical quality. Dickinson's characteristic use of dashes creates pauses and emphasizes particular

words or ideas, adding to the poem's rhythmic complexity.

Imagery and Symbolism

- "Nobody" versus "Somebody": Represents societal status and the individual's choice to remain

anonymous.

- "How dreary to be somebody": Implies that striving for societal recognition can be dull or unfulfilling.

- "The only news I know": Suggests that the speaker finds significance in their own perspective rather

than external validation.

These devices work together to underscore the central message: that authenticity and personal

freedom are more valuable than societal acknowledgment.

---



Themes Explored in the Poem

Individuality and Self-Identity

At its core, the poem celebrates the individual's choice to reject societal labels. Dickinson presents

being a "nobody" not as a deficiency but as an act of self-awareness—an assertion of independence

from societal expectations.

Society and Conformity

The poem critiques the superficiality of societal status. Phrases like "How dreary to be somebody"

suggest that the pursuit of social recognition can be monotonous or empty. The speaker finds comfort

in anonymity, implying that true freedom comes from rejecting social pretenses.

Freedom and Authenticity

By embracing the identity of "nobody," the speaker advocates for authenticity over superficial

recognition. This theme resonates with Dickinson's broader poetic philosophy of valuing inner truth

over external validation.

Mortality and Legacy

While not overtly about death, the poem hints at the idea that societal fame is transient and perhaps

less meaningful than personal integrity. Dickinson often explored mortality, and this poem subtly

touches on the notion that true significance lies within oneself.

---



Historical and Biographical Context

Emily Dickinson (1830–1886) was a reclusive American poet whose work was often ahead of its time.

She shunned public recognition and lived much of her life in relative isolation in Amherst,

Massachusetts. Her tendency to withdraw from societal life and her introspective nature deeply

influenced her poetry.

How context enhances understanding:

- Dickinson’s own choice to remain anonymous and her limited engagement with the outside world

mirror the sentiments in "I Am Nobody."

- Her skepticism of societal norms and emphasis on personal truth are reflected in the poem's themes.

- The poem can be seen as a reflection of her philosophical stance: valuing inner life over external

approval.

Understanding Dickinson's life offers insight into her poetic voice—one that champions individualism

and questions societal values.

---

Analysis of "I Am Nobody" in Literary Criticism

Many critics interpret the poem as a statement on the importance of self-awareness and the rejection

of superficial societal roles. Some view it as a rebellious anthem for those who feel marginalized or

misunderstood.

Pros of the poem:

- Encourages authenticity and self-acceptance

- Challenges societal norms in a subtle, poetic manner

- Uses simple language that is accessible yet profound



- Employs clever use of rhyme and rhythm to enhance memorability

Cons or limitations:

- Its brevity may leave some readers wanting deeper exploration

- The celebration of anonymity might be misinterpreted as promoting withdrawal from societal

engagement

- Some may see the tone as dismissive or elitist, although Dickinson’s playful tone mitigates this

Features that make it stand out:

- Its universal appeal—anyone who has felt like an outsider can relate

- Its poetic economy—maximizing meaning with minimal words

- Its timeless message—questioning the value placed on societal recognition

---

Impact and Relevance Today

Despite being over a century old, "I Am Nobody" remains relevant in contemporary conversations

about social media, identity, and authenticity. In an age where public recognition and social validation

are often sought through online platforms, Dickinson’s message about the value of inner authenticity

over external fame is particularly poignant.

Modern applications:

- Encouragement for individuals to find self-worth outside societal validation

- Reflection on the superficiality of social media fame

- Inspiration for those choosing a path of introspection and authenticity

The poem’s themes speak to the universal human desire for meaningful self-expression without the

need for external approval.



---

Conclusion

Emily Dickinson’s "I Am Nobody" is a masterful exploration of individual identity and societal

expectations. Through its concise structure, clever use of language, and layered symbolism, the poem

challenges readers to reconsider the importance they place on societal recognition. Its celebration of

authenticity and the courage to embrace one’s true self make it a timeless piece that continues to

inspire and provoke thought. Whether viewed as a rebellious statement or a gentle reminder of inner

worth, "I Am Nobody" remains a powerful testament to the value of being true to oneself in a world

obsessed with appearances.

Final thoughts:

- Dickinson’s poem encourages a reevaluation of what it means to be significant.

- It advocates for self-acceptance and authenticity over societal approval.

- Its elegance lies in its simplicity, leaving a lasting impression on generations of readers.

In summary, "I Am Nobody" is not just a reflection of Dickinson’s personal philosophy but also a

universal call for embracing one's true self. Its enduring relevance and poetic brilliance secure its place

as a cherished work in American literature and beyond.

Poem I Am Nobody

  poem i am nobody: I'm Nobody! Who are You? Emily Dickinson, 1978 With full-color
illustrations on every page, all faithful to nineteenth-century New England, the book gives loving
attention to such poems as A narrow fellow in the grass, Hope is the thing with feathers, I never saw
a moor, There is no frigate like a book and many others. All chosen to represent the poet and delight
all readers.
  poem i am nobody: I'm Nobody! Who Are You? Emily Dickinson, 2017-09 It's Emily Dickinson's
classic poem with Dotty! Enjoy the strange and surreal cartoon characters that will make
Dickinson's words exciting and relevant for the 21st century reader!
  poem i am nobody: I'm Nobody! Who Are You? Emily Dickinson, 1978-01 An illustrated
collection of poems by an outstanding 19th-century American poet whose works were published

https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-029/poem-i-am-nobody.pdf


posthumously.
  poem i am nobody: Justin Doyle's "I Am Nobody, I Am Somebody" Justin Doyle, 2013-10-28
  poem i am nobody: I'm Nobody! Who Are You Emily Dickinson, 2002-03-01 A collection of
poems by the nineteenth-century American poet includes The soul selects her own society, It was not
death, for I stood up, How happy is the little stone, and Hope is the thing with feathers.
  poem i am nobody: I Am Nobody's Nigger Dean Atta, 2013-03-04 Revolutionary, reflective
and romantic, I Am Nobody's Nigger is the powerful debut collection by one of the UK's finest
emerging poets. Exploring race, identity and sexuality, Dean Atta shares his perspective on family,
friendship, relationships and London life, from riots to one-night stands. Longlisted for the Polari
First Book Prize 2014'Go Dean Atta. Speak the truth. Tweet the truth. Upload it. Let it ring out over
the digital domain and strike at the heart of the offline wireless and disconnected.' Lemn Sissay
'Dean Atta's poetry is as honest as truth itself. He follows no trend; he seeks no favours ... Beyond
black, beyond white, beyond straight, beyond gay, so I say. Love your eyes over these words of truth.
You will be uplifted.' Benjamin Zephaniah 'Righteous and forceful' Peter Tatchell'I can do nothing
but take my hat off to Dean Atta for speaking out, saying what he believed, and doing it so effectively
and powerfully that countless people heard it who would never normally have done so. Poetry is a
powerful tool, and I Am Nobody's Nigger is a perfect example of when that tool shows its full
strength.' Huffington Post' Huffington Post 'Raconteur Dean Atta doing what he does best;
articulating London's dark, deep-rooted social cancers through a beautiful and intricately personal
narrative.' Clash
  poem i am nobody: I'm Nobody! Who Are You? Emily Dickinson, 1978-01-01 An illustrated
collection of poems by an outstanding 19th-century American poet whose works were published
posthumously.
  poem i am nobody: Using Literature in the EFL Classroom Pellicer Ortín, Silvia, Romo
Mayor, Paula, 2020-01-30 Using Literature in the EFL Classroom es una guía que pretende apoyar y
alentar a todo aquel profesor de lengua inglesa en Educación Secundaria y/o Bachillerato a
introducir textos literarios en el aula de inglés. Ofrece información teórica relevante acerca del
enfoque comunicativo y su conexión con la literatura, así como incluye herramientas útiles a la hora
de seleccionar los géneros literarios y textos que más se adapten a nuestros objetivos didácticos.
Además, contiene propuestas de autores y una gran variedad de textos con ejemplos de tareas que
nos permitan trabajar todas las destrezas lingüísticas en cada uno de los cursos de Secundaria y
Bachillerato.
  poem i am nobody: Delphi Complete Works of Alphonse Daudet (Illustrated) Alphonse
Daudet, 2021-12-04 A master of French Naturalism, the nineteenth century novelist Alphonse
Daudet is chiefly remembered today as the author of sentimental tales of provincial life in the south
of France. Unlike his fellow Naturalists, Daudet upheld that the world in its diversity was
misrepresented by novelists that concentrated only on its bleaker aspects. He is celebrated for his
objective interest in external detail, as well as his compassionate personality and his reverence for
the mystery of all things and individuals. Daudet tempers his satire with pity, drawing comparisons
in style to the works of Dickens and Maupassant. For the first time in publishing history, this eBook
presents Daudet’s complete fictional works, with numerous illustrations, rare texts, informative
introductions and bonus material. (Version 1) * Beautifully illustrated with images relating to
Daudet’s life and works * Concise introductions to the novels and other texts * All 16 novels, with
individual contents tables * Features many rare novels appearing for the first time in digital
publishing * Images of how the books were first published, giving your eReader a taste of the
original texts * Excellent formatting of the texts * Rare short stories available in no other collection *
Special chronological and alphabetical contents tables for the short stories * Easily locate the stories
you want to read * Includes a selection of Daudet’s rare non-fiction – available in no other collection
* Features the memoir penned by the author’s son – discover Daudet’s literary life * Ordering of
texts into chronological order and genres Please visit www.delphiclassics.com to browse through our
range of exciting titles CONTENTS: The Tartarin Trilogy Tartarin of Tarascon (1872) Tartarin on the



Alps (1885) Port Tarascon (1890) The Novels Little What’s-His-Name (1868) Artists’ Wives (1874)
Fromont and Risler (1874) Jack (1876) The Nabob (1877) Kings in Exile (1879) Numa Roumestan
(1880) The Evangelist (1883) Sappho (1884) The Immortal (1888) Rose and Ninette (1892) The Little
Parish Church (1895) The Support of the Family (1898) The Shorter Fiction Letters from My Mill
(1869) The Monday Tales (1873) Robert Helmont (1874) La Belle Nivernaise (1886) The Siege of
Berlin (1891) Arlatan’s Treasure (1897) La Fedor (1897) The Short Stories List of Short Stories in
Chronological Order List of Short Stories in Alphabetical Order The Non-Fiction Letters to an Absent
One (1871) Between the Flies and the Footlights (1894) The Memoir Memoir (1898) by Léon Daudet
Please visit www.delphiclassics.com to browse through our range of exciting titles or to purchase
this eBook as a Parts Edition of individual eBooks
  poem i am nobody: Whitman East and West Ed Folsom, 2002 In Whitman East and West,
fifteen prominent scholars track the surprising ways in which Whitman's poetry and prose continue
to be meaningful at the beginning of the twenty-first century. Covering a broad range of
issues—from ecology to children's literature, gay identity to China's May 4th Movement,
nineteenth-century New York politics to the emerging field of normality studies, Mao Zedong to
American film—each original essay opens a previously unexplored field of study, and each yields new
insights by demonstrating how emerging methodologies and approaches intersect with and
illuminate Whitman's ideas about democracy, sexuality, America, and the importance of literature.
Confirming the growing international spirit of American studies, the essays in Whitman East and
West developed out of a landmark conference in Beijing, the first major conference in China to focus
on an American poet. Scholars from Asia, Europe, and North America set out to track the ways in
which Whitman's poetry has become part of China's cultural landscape as well as the literary
landscapes of other countries. By describing his assimilation into other cultures and his resulting
transformation into a hybrid poet, these essayists celebrate Whitman's multiple manifestations in
other languages and contexts.
  poem i am nobody: Richard Wright in Context Michael Nowlin, 2021-07-22 Richard Wright
was one of the most influential and complex African American writers of the twentieth century. Best
known as the trailblazing, bestselling author of Native Son and Black Boy, he established himself as
an experimental literary intellectual in France who creatively drew on some of the leading ideas of
his time - Marxism, existentialism, psychoanalysis, and postcolonialism - to explore the sources and
meaning of racism both in the United States and worldwide. Richard Wright in Context gathers
thirty-three new essays by leading scholars relating Wright's writings to biographical, regional,
social, literary, and intellectual contexts essential to understanding them. It explores the places that
shaped his life and enabled his literary destiny, the social and cultural contexts he both observed
and immersed himself in, and the literary and intellectual contexts that made him one the most
famous Black writers in the world at mid-century.
  poem i am nobody: Poems James Henry, 1856
  poem i am nobody: Imaginative Experience in the Arts Charles Altieri, 2025-09-18 In this
significant contribution to aesthetic philosophy from one of the foremost writers on American poetry,
Charles Altieri champions the neglected, non-cognitive aspects of our encounters with works of art.
In contrast to literary critics and philosophers who subordinate the importance of aesthetic
experience to knowledge and practical concerns, Altieri defends a view of subjective imaginative
experience as important in itself, and already socially oriented. To do so, he proposes a distinction
between “experience of” and “experience as,” discriminating between cognitive practices and no
less valuable practices involving enhanced attention to particular qualities of experience.
Throughout the book, Altieri tests his concepts about the nature of aesthetic experience against
readings of canonical poems, novels, and paintings by Langston Hughes, Giorgione, Cézanne, Silvia
Plath, Emily Dickinson, Baudelaire, Virginia Woolf, William Carlos Williams, and Mina Loy, to name
but a few. Carefully argued with exemplary readings of well-known artistic masterpieces,
Imaginative Experience in the Arts outlines a new impetus for criticism and liberal education
grounded in the way art stimulates our powers of imagination and enriches our experience of the



world.
  poem i am nobody: Tasting Flight: Poems Yiskah Rosenfeld, 2024-06-18 A yearning dominates
the vibrant poems in Tasting Flight, specifically the desire to be enough. Of course, though, one is
always enough. The observant, insightful, and confident speaker in these poems knows this truth
intellectually but searches to internalize such knowledge. All of the poems are deeply rooted in the
lyrical tradition, following the switchbacks and curves of a mind always in motion, perhaps
contemplating the beauty of moths at night or the intricacies of raising a child. Whatever the
subject, Tasting Flight is a book that sings back to the exploding stars.—Charlotte Pence, author of
Code and judge for the 2022 Arthur Smith Prize
  poem i am nobody: Reading Rainbow Ishita Bajaj, 2024-02-23 Ishita Bajaj, the author of
'Reading Rainbow', embarks on a mission to curate some fantastic literary gems for learners of
classes VI-VIII. The book consists of novels, short stories, poems, essays, movies, songs,
autobiographies, and biographies, that will not only be resourceful for English Teaching Classrooms
and the teachers, but also for young minds who have just stepped into the world of literature. The
activities about each section will allow the teachers and learners to engage with the content
interactively and critically. An anthology of several literary gems, 'Reading Rainbow' will aid the
teaching of English as a second language in non-native classrooms. The compilation is extremely
intriguing and insightful. Learners are bound to broaden their horizons through this book and
inculcate the language in the most fun and interesting way possible! Although the collection is most
suitable for learners of classes VI-VIII, it will certainly prove to be fruitful for their teachers and even
parents! So, read and dive deep into the world of language learning through the means of literature!
  poem i am nobody: Poematia James Henry, 1866
  poem i am nobody: You Are Welcomed Trish Donohue, 2023-10-23 When you feel
overwhelmed by life's demands, trials, and emotions, you are not alone. God welcomes you into his
rest and peace.
  poem i am nobody: The European Magazine, and London Review , 1819
  poem i am nobody: Breaking the Alabaster Jar Li-Young Lee, 2015-06-20 In the foreword to
Li-Young Lee’s first book, Rose (BOA Editions, 1986), Gerald Stern wrote, “What characterizes
Li-Young Lee’s poetry is a certain kind of humility, a kind of cunning, a love of plain speech, a search
for wisdom and understanding. . . . I think we are in the presence of a true spirit.” Poetry lovers
agree! Rose has gone on to sell more than eighty thousand copies, and Li-Young Lee has become one
of the country’s most beloved poets. Breaking the Alabaster Jar: Conversations with Li-Young Lee is
a collection of the best dozen interviews given by Li-Young Lee over the past twenty years. From a
twenty-nine-year-old poet prodigy to a seasoned veteran in high demand for readings and
appearances across the United States and abroad, these interviews capture Li-Young Lee at various
stages of his artistic development. He not only discusses his family’s flight from political oppression
in China and Indonesia, but how that journey affected his poetry and the engaging, often painful,
insights being raised a cultural outsider in America afforded him. Other topics include spirituality
(primarily Christianity and Buddhism) and a wide range of aesthetic topics such as literary
influences, his own writing practices, the role of formal and informal education in becoming a writer,
and his current life as a famous and highly sought-after American poet.
  poem i am nobody: Joseph Brodsky L. Loseff, V. Polukhina, 1999-06-23 This is an imaginative
work of literary criticism. Thirteen scholars have selected a wide variety of Joseph Brodsky's poems
written between 1970 and 1994 for detailed discussion in the context of his whole output. The choice
of poems reflects Brodsky's diversity of themes and devices. Together they offer a perspective on
one of the most original and profound modern poets. This collection should fulfil the often-expressed
need for a comprehensive approach to the study of Brodsky's poetry, which is linguistically as well
as intellectually demanding.
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