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Philip Pullman: The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ

Philip Pullman the Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ is a provocative and thought-provoking
novel that challenges traditional Christian narratives through a fresh, literary lens. Known for his
mastery in storytelling and his critical perspective on religion, Pullman's work explores complex
themes of faith, history, and morality. This book, in particular, exemplifies his ability to blend
philosophical inquiry with compelling storytelling, inviting readers to reconsider familiar stories
from a new vantage point.

Overview of "The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel
Christ"

"The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ" is a novella published in 2010, which reimagines the
life of Jesus Christ through a unique narrative lens. Unlike traditional biblical accounts, Pullman’s
version emphasizes the human aspects of Jesus while critiquing the institutionalization of religion.

Key Themes and Concepts

- Duality of Jesus and Christ: The novel explores the distinction between Jesus, the compassionate
human figure, and Christ, the divine figure constructed by religion.

- Questioning Authority: Pullman questions the authority of organized religion and its role in shaping
perceptions of Jesus.

- Historical vs. Religious Narratives: The book examines how stories are shaped, manipulated, and
used to serve institutional interests.

Summary of the Plot
Pullman’s narrative constructs a story where:

- Jesus is portrayed as a sincere but simple man, dedicated to helping others.

- The figure of Christ emerges after Jesus’s death, as a divine figure that the church later elevates
and venerates.

- The novel suggests that the divine aspects attributed to Jesus were largely constructed by his
followers and later religious authorities to establish a new faith.



Major Characters in the Book

Jesus

- A humble, compassionate man focused on teaching love and kindness.
- Portrayed as a human being, with doubts, flaws, and doubts about his own purpose.

Christ

- The divine figure created by the church to promote faith and obedience.
- Embodies the institutionalized religion that Pullman critiques.

Mary

- Jesus’s mother, depicted as a supportive but ordinary woman caught in extraordinary
circumstances.

The Disciples and Followers

- Represent various human responses to Jesus’s teachings.
- Their roles highlight how stories are shaped and transmitted.

Critical Analysis of the Themes

Challenging Religious Dogma
Pullman’s novel is a deliberate critique of the dogmatic aspects of Christianity, emphasizing:

- The human origins of religious stories.
- The way religious institutions have historically manipulated narratives for power.

The Nature of Morality and Faith
The book raises questions about:

- The basis of morality: Is it rooted in divine command or human empathy?
- Faith: Is it about believing in divine truths, or trusting in human goodness?

The Role of the Writer and Storytelling
Pullman positions himself as a storyteller who seeks to:

- Question accepted truths.
- Offer alternative perspectives on religious history.



Historical and Cultural Context

Philip Pullman’s critique aligns with a broader tradition of secular and skeptical inquiry into
religious stories. His work is part of a larger conversation about:

- The historical Jesus versus the Christ of faith.

- The influence of religion on society and politics.

- Literature as a tool for social critique.

Influences and Comparisons

Pullman’s approach can be compared to:

- Biblical scholars who analyze the historical Jesus.

- Literary works like Voltaire’s "Candide" or Mark Twain’s "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer," which
critique religious institutions.

Reception and Impact

Critical Reception

- The novel received mixed reviews: praised for its boldness and insight, criticized by some for its
provocative reinterpretation of sacred stories.

- Many literary critics appreciated Pullman’s skillful storytelling and philosophical depth.

Public Response

- Engaged readers and critics in debates about faith, history, and the role of religion in modern
society.

- Used as a teaching tool in discussions about religion, literature, and ethics.

Influence on Literary and Religious Discourse

Pullman’s work has contributed to:

- The ongoing conversation about secularism and religious critique.
- The promotion of critical thinking about religious narratives.

Why Read "The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel



Christ"

For Literary Enthusiasts

- A compelling retelling that challenges conventional storytelling.
- Rich in symbolism and philosophical inquiry.

For Students and Scholars

- An excellent example of literary critique of religious narratives.
- A foundation for discussions on history, theology, and ethics.

For General Readers

- An accessible yet profound exploration of faith and morality.
- A chance to question assumptions and explore alternative interpretations of familiar stories.

Conclusion: The Significance of the Novel

Philip Pullman the Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ stands as a testament to the power of
literature to question, critique, and reimagine foundational stories. By separating the human and
divine aspects of Jesus, Pullman invites readers to reflect on the origins of faith, the nature of
morality, and the influence of institutional power. Whether viewed as a work of religious critique or
a masterful piece of storytelling, the novel continues to spark conversations about belief, history,
and the role of narrative in shaping human understanding.

Meta Description: Discover an in-depth analysis of Philip Pullman’s "The Good Man Jesus and the
Scoundrel Christ," exploring its themes, characters, and impact on literature and religious
discourse.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Philip Pullman's ‘'The Good Man
Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ'?

The novel explores themes of faith, truth, and the human aspects of religious figures, offering a
reimagining of the life of Jesus and highlighting the contrast between his teachings and institutional
religion.



How does Philip Pullman portray the relationship between
Jesus and Christ in the book?

Pullman presents Jesus as a compassionate and humble man, while portraying Christ as a more
ambitious and institutional figure, emphasizing the human and divine dichotomy in the story.

What inspired Philip Pullman to write 'The Good Man Jesus
and the Scoundrel Christ'?

Pullman was inspired by his interest in religious history, biblical texts, and his desire to explore the
human side of Jesus, challenging traditional religious narratives and encouraging readers to think
critically about faith.

How has the book been received by religious communities and
critics?

The book received mixed reactions; some praised it for its thought-provoking approach and literary
merit, while others criticized it for its reinterpretation of sacred figures, leading to debates about
faith and freedom of expression.

In what ways does Pullman's novel differ from traditional
biblical accounts?

Pullman's narrative humanizes Jesus, depicting him as a man with doubts and flaws, and emphasizes
the human experience behind the divine story, contrasting with the canonical portrayals of Jesus as
a divine and infallible figure.

Is 'The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ' suitable for
all readers?

The book is intended for mature readers interested in religious philosophy, literature, and critical
thinking about faith, and may not be suitable for young children or those sensitive to
reinterpretations of sacred figures.

Additional Resources

Philip Pullman’s The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ is a provocative reimagining of the
life of Jesus Christ that challenges traditional religious narratives and invites readers to reconsider
the foundational stories of Christianity. In this detailed review, we will explore the book’s themes,
narrative approach, historical context, literary techniques, and its reception among diverse
audiences. Pullman’s work stands as a bold literary experiment, blending historical speculation with
theological critique, and engaging readers in a profound dialogue about faith, truth, and human
morality.



Overview of the Book

Published in 2018, The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ is a novella that diverges sharply
from conventional gospel accounts. Pullman, renowned for his His Dark Materials trilogy,
approaches this biblical figure with a novelist’s curiosity and a critic’s skepticism. The book is not a
biblical retelling but a fictional reinterpretation that imagines a different perspective on the life and
significance of Jesus.

Key Characteristics of the Book:

- Narrative Style: The story is told from a third-person perspective, focusing on Jesus’s life from his
birth to his death, but with an emphasis on his human qualities and the development of his message.
- Tone and Voice: Pullman’s tone is contemplative, often ironic, and imbued with a sense of
questioning authority and dogma.

- Length and Structure: The novella is concise, approximately 130 pages, designed to provoke
thought rather than provide exhaustive historical detail.

Thematic Exploration

Pullman’s reinterpretation serves as a fertile ground for exploring multiple themes:

1. Humanity vs. Divinity

- Humanity at the Forefront: The narrative emphasizes Jesus’s human aspects—his doubts, fears, and
moral struggles—over divine attributes.

- Questioning the Miraculous: Pullman downplays supernatural elements, focusing instead on human
relationships and ethical teachings.

- Implication: This perspective invites readers to see Jesus as a moral teacher and a human being
rather than a divine figure, challenging traditional doctrine.

2. The Nature of Truth and Storytelling

- Myth vs. Reality: Pullman explores how stories are constructed, manipulated, and used for various
agendas.

- The Role of the Narrator: The book examines how narratives can serve power structures or
challenge them, raising questions about historical truth.

- Implication: It encourages readers to think critically about religious narratives and their origins.

3. Power, Authority, and Religion



- Corruption and Scoundrels: The figure of the “scoundrel Christ” suggests the manipulation of
Jesus’s message by those in power.

- Institutional Critique: Pullman implicitly critiques how religious institutions can distort original
teachings for political or personal gain.

- Implication: The book prompts reflection on the relationship between religion and authority.

4. Morality and Ethical Teaching

- Moral Lessons: The story emphasizes compassion, honesty, and humility.

- Questioning Sacrifice: Jesus’s death is presented less as a divine sacrifice and more as a tragic
consequence of human misunderstanding.

- Implication: It offers a human-centered view of morality grounded in everyday ethics.

Narrative Approach and Literary Techniques

Pullman’s literary craftsmanship is evident in his choice of style and narrative devices:

1. Simplified, Accessible Language

- The novella uses straightforward prose, making complex theological ideas accessible.
- This approach ensures the story resonates across different audiences, including those unfamiliar
with biblical texts.

2. Irony and Subversion

- Pullman employs irony to question traditional interpretations, often highlighting the gap between
proclaimed divine authority and human fallibility.

- For example, the “scoundrel Christ” epithet suggests the manipulation and betrayal inherent in
religious institutions.

3. Characterization

- Jesus is portrayed as a compassionate, earnest man grappling with his understanding of his
mission.

- The other characters, including followers and authorities, are depicted as complex, often morally
ambiguous figures.



4, Symbolism and Allegory

- The book uses symbolism to critique institutional religion and emphasize human morality.
- The depiction of the cross, for instance, is less about divine sacrifice and more about human
suffering and misunderstanding.

Historical and Cultural Context

Pullman’s work is situated within a broader cultural debate about religion, secularism, and historical
scholarship:

- Secular Critique: The book aligns with secular and humanist perspectives that question
supernatural claims and institutional authority.

- Literary Tradition: It echoes literary works that reinterpret biblical stories, such as Nikos
Kazantzakis’s The Last Temptation of Christ or John Shelby Spong’s theological writings.

- Contemporary Relevance: Given ongoing debates about religious fundamentalism, the book serves
as a critique of dogma and an exploration of faith’s human aspects.

It is important to note that Pullman’s work has faced both praise and criticism:

- Supporters see it as a courageous, thought-provoking narrative that promotes critical thinking and
religious literacy.

- Critics argue that it undermines faith and disrespects religious sentiments, especially among
devout believers.

Reception and Impact

The book’s reception highlights its polarizing nature:

- Intellectual Circles: Many scholars and secular readers have lauded it for its literary merit and
philosophical depth, appreciating its challenge to dogma.

- Religious Communities: Some conservative groups have condemned it as blasphemous or heretical.
- Literary Critics: Critics commend Pullman’s craftsmanship, noting the novella’s clarity, wit, and
moral complexity.

Impact on Public Discourse:

- The book has sparked discussions about religious literacy, the role of myth in society, and the
importance of questioning authority.

- It has been used in academic settings to discuss interpretations of religious texts and the role of
fiction in theological critique.



Personal Reflection and Final Thoughts

Pullman’s The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ is a testament to the power of fiction to
challenge and expand our understanding of sacred stories. Its daring approach invites readers to see
Jesus not merely as a divine figure but as a complex human being, embodying virtues and flaws
alike.

Strengths of the Book:

- Provocative and original reinterpretation of a central religious figure.

- Accessible language that invites a wide audience.

- Thoughtful engagement with themes of morality, storytelling, and institutional power.
- Literary craftsmanship that balances irony, character depth, and symbolism.

Potential Limitations:

- Its provocative nature may alienate religious readers or be perceived as disrespectful.

- The novella’s brevity might leave some readers wanting more historical or theological nuance.
- As a work of fiction, it intentionally diverges from doctrinal accounts, which could lead to
misunderstandings if read as a literal or historical text.

In conclusion, Philip Pullman’s The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ is a compelling,
thought-provoking read that challenges us to think critically about the stories that shape our world.
Whether one agrees or disagrees with its perspective, it undeniably contributes to important
conversations about faith, morality, and the human condition.

Final Verdict:

An essential read for those interested in religious critique, literary innovation, and philosophical
inquiry. Pullman’s novella is a testament to the enduring power of storytelling to question, to
provoke, and to inspire reflection.

Philip Pullman The Good Man Jesus And The Scoundrel Christ

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Good Man Jesus & The
Scoundrel Christ Pullman, 2010-04 In this ingenious and spellbinding retelling of the life of Jesus,
Philip Pullman revisits the most influential story ever told. He offers a radical new take on the myths
and mysteries of the gospels and of the church that has shaped the course of the last two millennia.
Charged with mystery, compassion and enormous power, The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel
Christ throws fresh light on who Jesus was and asks the reader questions that will continue to
reverberate long after the final page is turned. For above all, this book is about how stories become
stories.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The Good Man Jesus and the
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Scoundrel Christ Philip Pullman, 2010 This is a story. In this ingenious and spell-binding retelling of
the life of Jesus, Philip Pullman revisits the most influential story ever told. Charged with mystery,
compassion and enormous power, The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ throws fresh light
on who Jesus was and asks the reader questions that will continue to resonate long after the final
page is turned. For, above all, this book is about how stories become stories.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Philip Pullman's Jesus
Gerald O'Collins, 2011 With The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ, Philip Pullman issues a
serious challenge to the reader to look again at the Gospels, and ask whether or not it is reasonable
to believe what the New Testament and the Church teach about the founder of Christianity. In Philip
Pullman's Jesus Gerald O'Collins takes up that challenge with authority, passion and flair.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The Four Gospels ,
2010-04-01 Encouraging the reading of the Bible as literature rather than doctrine, the four central
gospels are presented here in the beauty of the Authorised King James Version, with four fresh,
modern introductions. The revelatory essays, by A.N. Wilson, Nick Cave, Richard Holloway and
Blake Morrison, were commissioned for the groundbreaking Pocket Canons series. They offer
piercing, moving and highly personal responses to the most influential story of the last two thousand
years: the life of Jesus Christ. Including: A.N. Wilson on The Gospel According to Matthew Nick Cave
on The Gospel According to Mark Richard Holloway on The Gospel According to Luke Blake
Morrison on The Gospel According to John and the Authorised King James Version of all four Gospels

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Philip Pullman Laura La
Bella, 2013-12-15 Philip Pullman is an award-winning author perhaps best known for his epic trilogy,
His Dark Materials, one of the few fantasy classics to feature a strong female central protagonist.
Pullman is a creator of new worlds and the captain of adventures, spinning intricate and fantastical
yarns. His life story is every bit as fascinating as the tales he has created from life, transforming
them with storytelling magic into classics of fantasy literature. This is the life story of a master
storyteller, and readers will receive a privileged glimpse into the mind and working methods of a
creative genius. This supports Common Core standards for the reading of biographies.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Philip Pullman Catherine
Butler, Tommy Halsdorf, 2017-09-16 Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials trilogy is a worldwide
classic of modern literature for both children and adults. Challenging in its intellectual scope,
ambitious scale and range of literary reference, it is also hugely controversial due to its critique of
organised religion. This collection of original essays by an international team of distinguished
scholars assesses Pullman's achievement and introduces readers to some of the key debates
surrounding His Dark Materials. Covering topics such as religion, gender, childhood and scientific
enquiry, the volume also discusses the Hollywood film of the first book and features a new interview
with Pullman himself.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: American Theological
Inquiry, Volume Three, Issue Two Gannon Murphy, 2010-08-01 American Theological Inquiry
(ATI) reaches thousands of Christian scholars, clergy, and other interested parties, primarily in the
U.S. And U.K. The journal was formed in 2007 by Gannon Murphy (PhD Theology, Univ. Wales,
Lampeter; Presbyterian/Reformed) and Stephen Patrick (PhD Philosophy, Univ. Illinois; Eastern
Orthodox) to open up space for Christian scholars who affirm the Ecumenical Creeds to contribute
research throughout the broader Christian scholarly community in America And The West. The
purpose of ATT is to provide an inter-tradition forum for scholars who affirm the historic Ecumenical
Creeds of Christendom to constructively communicate contemporary theologies, developments,
ideas, commentaries, and insights pertaining to theology, culture, and history toward reforming and
elevating Western Christianity. ATI seeks a critical function as much or more so as a
quasi-ecumenical one. The purpose is not to erase or weaken the distinctives of the various ecclesial
traditions, but to widen the dialogue and increase inter-tradition understanding while mutually
affirming Christ's power to transform culture And The importance of strengthening Western
Christianity with special reference to Her historic, creedal roots. Theologians, would-be theologians,




And The theologically attentive will want to check out American Theological Inquiry. ~ Richard John
Neuhaus (1936-2009), First Things

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The Routledge Companion to
Literature and Religion Mark Knight, 2016-04-28 This unique and comprehensive volume looks at
the study of literature and religion from a contemporary critical perspective. Including discussion of
global literature and world religions, this Companion looks at: Key moments in the story of religion
and literary studies from Matthew Arnold through to the impact of 9/11 A variety of theoretical
approaches to the study of religion and literature Different ways that religion and literature are
connected from overtly religious writing, to subtle religious readings Analysis of key sacred texts
and the way they have been studied, re-written, and questioned by literature Political implications of
work on religion and literature Thoroughly introduced and contextualised, this volume is an
engaging introduction to this huge and complex field.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Beyond His Dark Materials
Susan Redington Bobby, 2012-09-18 Beyond the His Dark Materials series lies a vast fictional realm
populated by the many diverse character creations of Philip Pullman. During a more than 30-year
career, Pullman has created worlds filled with quests, trials, tragedies and triumphs, and this book
explores those worlds. The picture books, novellas and novels written for children, adolescents and
adults are analyzed through the themes of innocence and experience. The journeys Pullman sets his
characters on teach them that one must embrace change, loss and suffering to grow in wisdom and
grace.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: ,

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Adieu to God Mick Power,
2012-01-30 Adieu to God examines atheism from a psychological perspective and reveals how
religious phenomena and beliefs are psychological rather than supernatural in origin. Answers the
psychological question of why, in the face of overwhelming scientific evidence to the contrary, do
religions continue to prosper? Looks at atheism and religion using a fair and balanced approach
based on the latest work in psychology, sociology, anthropology, psychiatry and medicine
Acknowledges the many psychological benefits of religion while still questioning the validity of its
supernatural belief systems and providing atheist alternatives to a fulfilling life

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The God Who Saves David
W. Congdon, 2016-09-08 Christian universalism has been explored in its biblical, philosophical, and
historical dimensions. For the first time, The God Who Saves explores it in systematic theological
perspective. In doing so it also offers a fresh take on universal salvation, one that is
postmetaphysical, existential, and hermeneutically critical. The result is a constructive account of
soteriology that does justice to both the universal scope of divine grace and the historicity of human
existence. In The God Who Saves David W. Congdon orients theology systematically around the New
Testament witness to the apocalyptic inbreaking of God's reign. The result is a consistently
soteriocentric theology. Building on the insights of Rudolf Bultmann, Ernst Kasemann, Eberhard
Jungel, and J. Louis Martyn, he interprets the saving act of God as the eschatological event that
crucifies the old cosmos in Christ. Human beings participate in salvation through their unconscious,
existential cocrucifixion, in which each person is interrupted by God and placed outside of himself or
herself. Both academically rigorous and pastorally sensitive, The God Who Saves opens up new
possibilities for understanding not only what salvation is but also who the God who brings about our
salvation is. Here is an interdisciplinary exercise in dogmatic theology for the twenty-first century.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Approaches to World
Literature Joachim Kiipper, 2013-12-20 The present volume introduces new considerations on the
topic of “World Literature”, penned by leading representatives of the discipline from the United
States, India, Japan, the Middle East, England, France and Germany. The essays revolve around the
question of what, specifically in today's rapidly globalizing world, may be the productive implications
of the concept of World Literature, which was first developed in the 18th century and then
elaborated on by Goethe. The discussions include problems such as different script systems with




varying literary functions, as well as questions addressing the relationship between ethnic
self-description and cultural belonging. The contributions result from a conference that took place at
the Dahlem Humanities Center, Freie Universitat Berlin, in 2012.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The Bible in the American
Short Story Lesleigh Cushing Stahlberg, Peter S. Hawkins, 2017-11-02 The Bible in the American
Short Story examines Biblical influences in the post-World War II American short story. In a series of
accessible chapters, Lesleigh Cushing Stahlberg and Peter S. Hawkins offer close-readings of short
stories by leading contemporary writers such as Flannery O'Connor, Allegra Goodman, Tobias Wolff
and Kirstin Valdez Quade that highlight the biblical passages that they reference. Exploring episodes
from the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament and both Jewish and Christian heritages, this book is
an important contribution to understanding the influence of the Bible in contemporary literature.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Going to Extremes in Biblical
Rewritings Anthony Swindell, 2023-03-06 This book sets out to provide a matrix for surveying the
literary treatment of biblical tropes. It supplies an overview of the literary reception of the Bible
from the earliest times right through to contemporary writers such as Jeanette Winterson and Colm
Toibin, traces the literary reception and treatment of the Book of Job; the figure of Uriah in the
narrative of David and Bathsheba; the figure of Lilith; and Angels of Death and of Mercy. These are
all handled as specimen histories. This is followed by an examination of the output of several specific
early and later Twentieth-Century rewriters of the Bible. In the last chapters, three sets of other
writers under particular headings (the Great Disrupters etc.) are grouped together with a view to
finding common characteristics as well as unique features in their approach to biblical tropes and
provide conclusions and suggestions for further research.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: The Gospel According to
the Novelist Magdalena Maczynska, 2015-08-27 Why have so many prominent literary authors-from
Philip Pullman and José Saramago to Michele Roberts and Colm Téibim-recently rewritten the
canonical story of Jesus Christ? What does that say about our supposedly secular age? In this
insightful study, Magdalena Maczynska defines and examines the genre of scriptural metafiction:
novels that not only transform religious texts but also draw attention to these transformations. In
addition to providing rich examples and close readings, Maczynska positions literary studies within
interdisciplinary debates about religion and secularity. Her book demonstrates a surprising turn of
events: even as contemporary novelists deconstruct the traditional categories of “secular” and
“sacred” writing, they open up new spaces for scripture in contemporary culture.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Byron’s Religions Peter
Cochran, 2011-05-25 Byron’s Religions is the most comprehensive study yet of the poet’s deep,
diverse and eclectic attitude to religion. The articles, by several well-known and distinguished
scholars, cover many of his poems and plays, taking in Anglicanism, Catholicism, Blasphemy,
Calvinism, Gnosticism, Islam, and Zoroastrianism. The tentative conclusion is that Byron was never
the atheist which the cliché has him to be, but a man whose profound need for a faith clashed always
with an equally profound scepticism.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Transfiguring
Transcendence in Harry Potter, His Dark Materials and Left Behind Mike Gray, 2013-10-23
Three recent and commercially successful series of novels employ and adapt the resources of
popular fantasy fiction to create visions of religious identity: J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter books,
Phillip Pullman's Dark Materials and Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins' Left Behind series. The act of
creating fantasy counter-worlds naturally involves all three stories in the creation of what Mike Gray
terms transfigurations of transcendence: hopeful albeit paradoxical encodings of the ambiguous,
non-observable reality whose primary locus in modern society is the societally extra-systemic human
individual. Popular fantasy fiction turns out to involve acts of world-creation that are inherently
religious and inherently paradoxical.A substantive examination shows that all three are involved in
more or less intentional re-narrations of traditional Christian beliefs and narratives. The »atheist«
His Dark Materials series does not deny but re-imagines the Christian visions of selfhood; the




»traditionalist« Left Behind series does not simply replicate but modifies its own declared values;
the apparent secularity of the Harry Potter series is shaped by its creative reception of Christian
patterns and narratives. While the stories' visions of selfhood clearly clash, the basic paradoxes
involved in their struggle to articulate transcendence expose significant parallels and a productive
conversation with the Christian tradition.It is not simply that popular fantasy fiction is theologically
relevant - the Christian Heilsgeschichte, too, proves to be highly relevant in popular culture.
However, while far from obsolescent, models of religious identity in contemporary society require
criticism and creativity - and, as evinced most powerfully in the Harry Potter stories, a flair for
constructive engagement with paradox.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Fiction - The Art and the
Craft Colin Bulman, 2014-09-26 Fiction - The Art and the Craft is a highly practical exposition of all
the major elements of fiction - such as plot, conflict, suspense, the hook, inference, character and
dialogue - and how these elements are combined to make a compelling story. Using examples from
well-known works of literature and incorporating exercises, research suggestions and activities, this
informative, interesting and accessible book is a must-read for any author.

philip pullman the good man jesus and the scoundrel christ: Reimagining Discipleship
Robert Cotton, 2012-10-12 Following an encounter with an African bishop - who believed all who
lived in his diocese (and not only congregations and clergy) should be loved and cared for - Robert
Cotton became convinced that Christian disciples in this country need to be assured that they have
something vital to communicate to the well-being of their local communities. We are all, to some
extent, 'vicars' - vicarious disciples who cannot help but influence those around us. Indeed, it may be
beneficial to think of ourselves as public actors for the faith, housed in a theatre of meaning, the
Church, and putting on a divine play for which there is an eager audience. The audience may consist
of people of other faiths or none: the author encourages us to have confidence in a theology that
does not limit salvation to those inside the Church; he believes that we can come close to the
presence of God in active engagement with people of goodwill. And, of course, as Christians it
behoves us to respond to others' agendas and concerns with generosity and grace. This gentle,
beautifully written volume packs quite a punch. Taken seriously, it will revitalize our personal and
corporate vision of Christian living as, inspired by the Holy Spirit, we seek to bring light and joy to
the cities, towns and villages in which we live.
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