ordnance survey map cornwall

ordnance survey map cornwall is an essential resource for anyone exploring, navigating, or
studying this breathtaking region of southwest England. Known for its rugged coastlines, rolling
countryside, and historic sites, Cornwall demands accurate and detailed mapping to truly appreciate
its landscape. Whether you're a hiker, cyclist, tourist, or local resident, an Ordnance Survey (OS)
map offers unparalleled detail and reliability, making it the go-to choice for navigating Cornwall's
diverse terrains.

Understanding the Importance of Ordnance Survey
Maps in Cornwall

Cornwall's landscape is both beautiful and complex, featuring a mix of coastal cliffs, moorlands,
forests, and villages. Standard maps often fall short in capturing the intricacies of this terrain, which
is why Ordnance Survey maps are vital for accurate navigation and planning.

What Makes Ordnance Survey Maps Unique?

- High-Resolution Detail: OS maps provide detailed representations of paths, footpaths, bridleways,
and minor roads.

- Topographical Accuracy: They include contour lines, elevation data, and land features.

- Updated Information: Regular updates ensure maps reflect recent changes in paths, developments,
and natural features.

- Specialized Maps: Options for waterproof, leisure, and outdoor activity-specific maps cater to
different needs.

The Role of OS Maps in Cornwall Tourism and Outdoor
Activities

Cornwall's economy heavily relies on outdoor tourism, and OS maps are fundamental for:
- Planning walking, hiking, and cycling routes

- Navigating coastal paths such as the South West Coast Path

- Exploring natural landmarks like St. Michael's Mount or Bodmin Moor

- Ensuring safety during outdoor adventures

Types of Ordnance Survey Maps Available for Cornwall

Choosing the right map depends on your activity and level of detail required. Here is an overview of



the main types of OS maps suitable for Cornwall:

OS Explorer Maps

- Scale: 1:25,000

- Purpose: Ideal for walkers, cyclists, and outdoor enthusiasts

- Features: Detail of footpaths, bridleways, cycle routes, natural features, and points of interest

- Popular Series in Cornwall: OL36 (South West Cornwall), OL77 (North Cornwall), OL58 (Lizard
Peninsula)

OS Landranger Maps

- Scale: 1:50,000

- Purpose: Suitable for general navigation, driving, and casual exploration

- Features: Broader coverage with less detail but still includes major roads, landmarks, and terrain
- Popular Series in Cornwall: 203, 204, 204, 203

Specialized Maps and Digital Options

- Outdoor leisure maps: Waterproof and durable for rugged conditions

- Digital maps: Available via OS Maps app and online platforms, offering interactive features, GPS
tracking, and route planning

- Custom maps: Created for specific events or activities

Using Ordnance Survey Maps to Explore Cornwall

Proper use of OS maps enhances safety and enjoyment when exploring Cornwall. Here are some tips
and key features to maximize your experience:

Key Features of OS Maps

- Legend: Explains symbols for paths, water features, buildings, and natural landmarks.
- Contour Lines: Show elevation changes, crucial for understanding terrain difficulty.

- Grid References: Precise location identification for navigation and safety.

- Points of Interest: Historic sites, viewpoints, beaches, and landmarks.

- Public Rights of Way: Clearly marked paths and routes for pedestrians and cyclists.

How to Read and Navigate with OS Maps

1. Identify your current location: Use landmarks or grid references.
2. Plan your route: Check the map for paths, terrain, and points of interest.
3. Use compass and map together: Orient the map correctly with your compass for accurate



navigation.
4. Stay aware of terrain features: Recognize natural features to confirm your position.
5. Carry a physical or digital map: Always have a backup in case of technological failure.

Safety Tips for Using OS Maps in Cornwall

- Check weather conditions before heading out.

- Inform someone about your route and expected return.

- Carry necessary supplies: water, map, compass, and a fully charged phone.

- Stay on marked paths and respect natural and historical sites.

- Be prepared for changing weather, especially on moorlands and coastal areas.

Where to Purchase and Access Ordnance Survey Maps
in Cornwall

Getting the right OS map for your adventure or study is straightforward:

Physical Maps

- Purchase from official OS retail outlets, outdoor stores, or online retailers.
- Available in waterproof editions for durability in rugged conditions.
- Consider buying a map case or waterproof cover for outdoor use.

Digital and Online Maps

- Access via the OS Maps app, available for iOS and Android devices.
- Purchase individual maps or subscriptions for unlimited access.
- Features include route planning, GPS tracking, and sharing routes with others.

Local Information Centers and Tourist Offices

- Many offer free or paid OS maps tailored for visitors.
- Staff can provide guidance on the best maps for your
activities.



Benefits of Using Ordnance Survey Maps for Exploring
Cornwall

Utilizing OS maps provides numerous advantages:

- Enhanced safety through accurate navigation.

- Better understanding of the terrain and natural features.
- Increased confidence during outdoor activities.

- Ability to discover hidden gems off the beaten track.

« Support for planning multi-day hikes or cycling trips.

Popular Outdoor Activities in Cornwall Supported by OS
Maps

Cornwall's diverse landscape offers a multitude of outdoor
pursuits, all made more accessible with OS maps:

Hiking and Walking



- South West Coast Path: One of the UK's most scenic coastal
walks.

- Dartmoor and Bodmin Moor: Moorland explorations with
challenging terrain.

Cycling and Mountain Biking

- National Cycle Network routes crossing Cornwall.
- Mountain biking trails in forest parks and moorlands.

Wildlife Watching and Nature Tours

- Coastal birdwatching in Hayle Estuary.
- Exploring natural reserves and protected areas.

Water Sports and Coastal Adventures

- Kayaking and paddleboarding along the Cornish coast.
- Surfing beaches like Fistral and Porthcawl.

Conclusion

The ordnance survey map Cornwall is more than just a
navigational tool; it is a gateway to discovering the beauty,
history, and natural wonders of Cornwall. Whether you're
planning a leisurely walk along the coast, an adventurous



mountain bike ride, or an exploration of ancient sites, OS
maps provide the detailed, reliable information needed to
enhance your experience safely and confidently. With a variety
of maps available in both physical and digital formats,
exploring Cornwall has never been easier or more enjoyable.
Embrace the precision of Ordnance Survey maps and unlock
the full potential of your journey through this captivating
region.

Frequently Asked Questions

How can I access Ordnance Survey maps for Cornwall online?

You can access Ordnance Survey maps for Cornwall online
through the OS Maps website or app, which offers detailed
digital maps, routes, and planning tools for the region.

What scale of Ordnance Survey maps is best for hiking in
Cornwall?

The 1:25,000 scale OS Explorer maps are ideal for hiking in
Cornwall, providing detailed terrain features, footpaths, and
points of interest suitable for outdoor activities.

Are there printable Ordnance Survey maps available for
Cornwall?

Yes, you can purchase and print custom maps from the
Ordnance Survey online shop, including detailed maps of



Cornwall tailored to your specific needs.

How accurate are OS maps for navigation around Cornwall's
coastal areas?

OS maps are highly accurate and reliable for navigation in

Cornwall's coastal regions, offering detailed topographical

features, landmarks, and safe routes for boaters and hikers
alike.

Can I access historic Ordnance Survey maps of Cornwall?

Yes, historic OS maps of Cornwall are available through
various resources such as the National Library of Scotland and
the Ordnance Survey archive, providing valuable insights into
the region's past landscapes.

Additional Resources

Ordnance Survey Map Cornwall: A Comprehensive
Investigation into Its Accuracy, Utility, and Historical
Significance

Introduction

The Ordnance Survey (OS) map of Cornwall is more than just a



navigational tool; it is a reflection of the region’s complex
geography, rich history, and evolving cartographic practices.
As one of the most detailed and authoritative maps available
for this southwestern peninsula of England, the OS map of
Cornwall has played a pivotal role in shaping outdoor
activities, land management, heritage preservation, and local
development. This article aims to undertake a thorough
investigation into the OS map of Cornwall, examining its
historical evolution, cartographic accuracy, practical utility,
and limitations.

Historical Context of the Ordnance Survey in Cornwall
Origins and Early Mapping Efforts

The Ordnance Survey was established in the late 18th century,
primarily to support military and strategic needs during times
of conflict. Cornwall, with its rugged terrain, historic mining
districts, and unique coastline, posed particular challenges for
early cartographers.

The earliest OS maps covering Cornwall date back to the early
19th century. These initial surveys focused on creating
detailed representations of land boundaries, mineral rights,
and topographical features, vital for industrial and
agricultural development.

Evolution of Mapping Techniques

Over the subsequent decades, OS mapping in Cornwall evolved
through several technological innovations:



- Triangulation Surveys: Implemented in the mid-19th century,
providing precise measurements over large areas.

- Photogrammetry and Aerial Photography: Introduced in the
early 20th century, allowing for more detailed and accurate
terrain modeling.

- Digital Mapping and GIS Integration: The late 20th and early
21st centuries saw the transition to digital formats, enabling
more interactive and up-to-date maps.

The continuous refinement of these techniques has enhanced

the accuracy and detail of OS maps, making them invaluable
for various applications.

Cartographic Precision and Coverage
Topographical Accuracy

The OS map of Cornwall is renowned for its detailed
topographical features, including:

- Contour lines indicating elevation changes.

- Landforms such as hills, valleys, and coastline intricacies.
- Hydrography, including rivers, lakes, and estuaries.
These features are crucial for outdoor pursuits like hiking,
cycling, and sailing, as well as for land management and
environmental monitoring.

Land Use and Cultural Features

Beyond physical geography, the maps depict:



- Built-up areas with detailed urban layouts.

- Heritage sites, castles, and ancient monuments.

- Land boundaries, including parish and estate delineations.
- Infrastructure such as roads, railways, and footpaths.

The granularity of these details varies across scales, with
1:25,000 (Explorer series) offering the most detailed coverage
suitable for detailed navigation, and 1:50,000 (Landranger
series) providing broader overviews.

Scale and Resolution

Cornwall’s diverse terrain requires different mapping scales:

- 1:25,000 (Explorer Series): Ideal for walkers and outdoor
enthusiasts seeking detailed terrain features.

- 1:50,000 (Landranger Series): Suitable for general
navigation and regional planning.

- 1:250,000 (Road Atlas): Used mainly for driving and overview

purposes.

The resolution and detail at each scale are carefully calibrated
to balance usability with information density.

Practical Applications and Utility
Outdoor Recreation and Navigation

For hikers, cyclists, and outdoor adventurers, the OS map
Cornwall provides:



- Reliable routing information.

- Indication of footpaths, bridleways, and public rights of way.
- Details of terrain difficulty and landscape features.

- Emergency access points and landmarks.

The availability of both paper and digital formats (including
OS Maps app and online services) enhances accessibility.

Land Management and Planning

Local authorities, environmental agencies, and landowners
heavily rely on OS maps for:

- Planning development projects.
- Conservation efforts.

- Land use assessments.

- Infrastructure development.

Accurate mapping ensures sustainable management of
Cornwall’s unique landscape and cultural heritage.

Historical and Cultural Research

The detailed depiction of historical sites, old boundaries, and
landscape features makes OS maps a vital resource for
researchers and historians.

- Tracking changes in land use over time.
- Identifying ancient pathways and settlements.
- Preserving local heritage.



Limitations and Challenges

Despite its comprehensive nature, the OS map of Cornwall
faces certain limitations:

Outdated Features and Static Data

While OS maintains regular updates, some features—such as
new developments or changes in land use—may not be
immediately reflected, leading to discrepancies.

Scale Limitations

- Less effective for very detailed urban planning or precise
geological surveys.

- In rural or inaccessible areas, features may be less detailed
due to terrain constraints.

Cost and Accessibility

- Paper maps can be expensive and may not be as portable as
digital versions.

- Digital subscriptions require internet access and compatible
devices, which may limit usability in remote locations.

Environmental and Technological Challenges

- Coastal erosion and land reclamation alter landscape
features, potentially rendering some maps less accurate over
time.

- Rapid technological advancements necessitate continuous
updates to digital mapping platforms.



Comparing OS Maps with Alternative Cartographic Resources

In Cornwall, several alternative maps and digital services
exist, including Google Maps, OpenStreetMap, and specialized
hiking apps. An analysis reveals:

| Feature | OS Map Cornwall | Google Maps | OpenStreetMap |

| Detail Level | High (especially at 1:25,000)| Moderate |
Variable, community-driven |

| Official Data Source | Yes | No | No |

| Terrain and Topography | Richly detailed | Basic terrain
features | Community-mapped |

| Public Rights of Way | Clearly marked | Not reliably marked |
Community-crowdsourced |

| Updates and Accuracy | Regular, authoritative | Frequent,
variable | Community-dependent |

The OS remains the gold standard for official, detailed
mapping in Cornwall, especially for outdoor pursuits and land

management, although newer digital platforms offer
convenience and supplementary information.

Future Directions and Innovations
Integration with Digital Technologies

- Incorporation of real-time data such as weather, traffic, and



environmental sensors.
- Augmented reality (AR) overlays for navigation.
- Enhanced interactive features for planning and education.

Community Involvement and Crowdsourcing

- Leveraging local knowledge to update and refine maps.
- Facilitating better representation of informal pathways and
land features.

Environmental Monitoring

- Using OS map data in conjunction with satellite imagery to
track landscape changes, erosion, and conservation status.

Conclusion

The Ordnance Survey map of Cornwall stands as an
authoritative, detailed, and invaluable resource that captures
the region’s geographical and cultural landscape with
remarkable precision. Its historical evolution reflects
technological advancements and changing needs, from
military surveying to outdoor recreation, land management,
and cultural preservation.

While limitations exist—such as potential outdated features
and accessibility concerns—the OS map remains unparalleled
in its accuracy and utility within Cornwall. As cartography
continues to evolve, blending traditional surveying with digital
innovations, the OS map is poised to remain an essential tool
for residents, visitors, researchers, and policymakers alike.



In sum, the OS map of Cornwall is not merely a navigational
aid but a vital document that preserves the region’s identity
and supports sustainable development. Its ongoing refinement
and integration with emerging technologies will ensure that it
continues to serve future generations well into the 21st
century.

Ordnance Survey Map Cornwall

ordnance survey map cornwall: Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Cornwall Alan Godfrey

Maps, Great Britain. Ordnance Survey, Ordnance Survey of England and Wales, and the Isle of Man,
Terry Knight, 1999-07-28 Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Cornwall

ordnance survey map cornwall: Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Cornwall Alan Godfrey Maps,
Great Britain. Ordnance Survey, Ordnance Survey of England and Wales, and the Isle of Man, Alan
Godfrey, 2002-01-08 Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Cornwall

ordnance survey map cornwall: Catalogue of Printed Maps British Museum. Map Room,
1884

ordnance survey map cornwall: Catalogue of the Printed Maps, Plans, and Charts British
Museum. Map Room, 1967

ordnance survey map cornwall: A Thousand Facts in the Histories of Devon&Cornwall,
in Chronological Order, Forming an Epitomised View of the Political Development of Those
Counties, and Making Especial Reference to the History of Plymouth; to which is Added an
Alphabetical List of All Works Relating to the Counties John Cremer BELLAMY, 1850

ordnance survey map cornwall: The South Devon literary chronicle , 1847

ordnance survey map cornwall: The Geographical Journal , 1909

ordnance survey map cornwall: The Enclosure Maps of England and Wales 1595-1918 Roger
J. P. Kain, John Chapman, Richard R. Oliver, 2004-07 This book offers the first comprehensive study
of the enclosure mapping of England and Wales. Enclosure maps are fundamental sources of
evidence in many types of historical inquiries. Although modern historians tend to view these
large-scale maps essentially as sources of data on past economies and societies, this book argues
that enclosure maps had a much more active role at the time they were compiled. Seen from this
perspective of their contemporary society, enclosure maps are not simply antiquarian curiosities,
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ordnance survey map cornwall: Cornwall with Kids William Gray, 2014-03-10 Britain's most
popular holiday destination has been left with no stone unturned in updating the second edition of
Footprint's full-colour guide, Cornwall with Kids. This popular guide provides you with the complete
low-down on where to go, what to see and how to get the most from your family holiday. Cornwall is
everything a family holiday should be - braving surf, building sandcastles and sampling fish and


https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-029/ordnance-survey-map-cornwall.pdf

chips. Perfect for any family budget, Cornwall with Kids offers insight into exactly where to pitch the
tent, buy local food and plan days out for free, plus reviews of the top hotels along with the must-see
attractions like the Eden Project and St Michael's Mount. Whether it's a day trip to the Isles of Scilly
or finding the best beaches for rockpooling that takes your fancy, you won't want to leave home
without this full-colour guide. - Teach the kids how to surf at one of the many acclaimed North
Atlantic surf schools. - Sample the culinary delights, full listings on where to find the best Cornish
food, including that perfect pasty. - Great days out, from the Eden Project to the Lost Gardens of
Heligan. - Whether the sun is blazing or the rain is pouring, there are tips here for all weather.

ordnance survey map cornwall: Regionalizing Science Simon Naylor, 2016-09-12 Victorian
England, as is well known, produced an enormous amount of scientific endeavour, but what has
previously been overlooked is the important role of geography on these developments. Naylor seeks
to rectify this imbalance by presenting a historical geography of regional science. Taking an in-depth
look at the county of Cornwall, questions on how science affected provincial Victorian society, how it
changed people's relationship with the landscape and how it shaped society are applied to the
Cornish case study, allowing a depth and texture of analysis denied to more general scientific
overviews of the period.

ordnance survey map cornwall: Atmospheric Engines John Swallow, 2013-10-15 This book
was written as an Undergraduate Thesis in 1973. It covers the History of the Atmospheric Engine
from Captain Savery's Steam Engine in 1698, Thomas Newcomen's Steam Engine from 1706
onwards and the growth of Newcomen's Engines in Tyneside from 1715 to 1785. It also covers the
Cornish Engines and John Smeaton's Logical Improvement Technique about 1750. There is a
web-site for readers to get further information at www.newcomen1973.wordpress.com

ordnance survey map cornwall: Roman and Medieval Exeter and their Hinterlands Stephen
Rippon, Neil Holbrook, 2021-04-30 This first volume, presenting research carried out through the
Exeter: A Place in Time project, provides a synthesis of the development of Exeter within its local,
regional, national and international hinterlands. Exeter began life in c. AD 55 as one of the most
important legionary bases within early Roman Britain, and for two brief periods in the early and late
60s AD, Exeter was a critical centre of Roman power within the new province. When the legion
moved to Wales the fortress was converted into the civitas capital for the Dumnonii. Its development
as a town was, however, relatively slow, reflecting the gradual pace at which the region as a whole
adapted to being part of the Roman world. The only evidence we have for occupation within Exeter
between the 5th and 8th centuries is for a church in what was later to become the Cathedral Close.
In the late 9th century, however, Exeter became a defended burh, and this was followed by the
revival of urban life. Exeter’s wealth was in part derived from its central role in the south-west’s tin
industry, and by the late 10th century Exeter was the fifth most productive mint in England. Exeter’s
importance continued to grow as it became an episcopal and royal centre, and excavations within
Exeter have revealed important material culture assemblages that reflect its role as an international
port.

ordnance survey map cornwall: From Sea Charts to Satellite Images David Buisseret,
1990-06-22 The authors write authoritatively and crisply . . . . How to use maps in teaching is spelled
out carefully, but the authors also manage to sketch in the background of American mapping so the
book is both a manual and a history. Commentaries are sprinkled with stimulating new ideas, for
instance on how to use bird's-eye views and country atlases in the classroom, and there are didactic
discussions on maps showing the walking city and the impact of the street car. An extraordinarily
wide range of maps is depicted, which makes for good browsing, pondering and close study. . . . This
is a very good, highly attractive, and worthwhile book; it will have great impact on the use of old
(and new!) maps in teaching. As well, this is a tantalizing survey of mapping the United States and
will whet the appetites of students and encourage them to learn more about maps and their
origins.—John Warketin, Cartographica

ordnance survey map cornwall: Map Link Catalog , 2008



ordnance survey map cornwall: The Rough Guide to Devon & Cornwall Robert Andrews, Peter
Hack, Kate Hughes, Bea Uhart, 2004 The Rough Guide to Devon and Cornwall is the ultimate
insider"s handbook to one of the most beautiful and popular regions of the UK. In this new edition,
there is a 24-page full-colour introduction to the author's pick of the attractions and activities, from
the cliff-top Minack theatre to a helicopter ride to the Isles of Scilly. The guide provides expert
coverage of all the major sights, from the wild expanses of Dartmoor to the Eden project and critical
reviews of the best restaurants, pubs and accommodation in every area. There is also practical
advice for the host of outdoor activities available, from surfing to rambling and horse riding to
diving.

ordnance survey map cornwall: William Faden and Norfolk's Eighteenth Century Landscape
Andrew Macnair, Tom Williamson, 2010-08-24 William Faden's map of Norfolk, published in 1797,
was one of a large number of surveys of English counties produced in the second half of the
eighteenth century. This book, with accompanying DVD, presents a new digital version of the map,
and explains how this can be interrogated to produce a wealth of new historical information. It
discusses the making of the Norfolk map, and Faden's own career, within the wider context of the
eighteenth-century cartographic revolution. It explores what the map, and others like it, can tell us
about contemporary social and economic geography. But it also shows how, carefully examined, the
map can also inform us about the development of the Norfolk landscape in much more remote
periods of time. The book includes a digital version of the map, on DVD. Andrew Macnair is
Research Fellow at the School of History in the University of East Anglia; Tom Williamson is
Professor of History and Head of the Landscape Group at the University of East Anglia.
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other bibliographical material.
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ordnance survey map cornwall: The Papers of H.T. De la Beche (1796-1855) in the
National Museum of Wales Tom Sharpe, P. ]J. McCartney, 1998 The correspondence between De
la Beche and his friends, colleagues and contemporaries (who included Prince Albert and Charles
Darwin) gives us a fascinating insight into the day-to-day scientific endeavours of the nineteenth
century.

ordnance survey map cornwall: “The” Geology of Neigbourhood of Edinburgh (map 32) H.H.
Howell, Archibald Geikie, 1861
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Ordnance Survey has been synonymous with detailed maps of
the British countryside, beloved by ramblers and orienteers.
But the UK’s national mapping agency, which
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Ordnance Survey opens map source code (ZDNetl17y) The
Ordnance Survey has opened up its map source code for online
developers to use when creating Web 2.0 applications such as
mashups. The OpenSpace project was announced last year,
and developers
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