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The No 1 Ladies Detective Agency book series, written by the acclaimed author
Alexander McCall Smith, has captured the hearts of readers worldwide with its
charming portrayal of Botswana, its endearing characters, and its gentle
humor. For newcomers and loyal fans alike, understanding the correct reading
order of this beloved series enhances the reading experience and allows
readers to follow the characters' journeys seamlessly. In this comprehensive
guide, we will explore the series in order, delve into its themes, and
provide useful information about each book.

Introduction to the Series

The No 1 Ladies Detective Agency series debuted in 1998 and quickly gained
popularity for its unique blend of mystery, cultural insights, and warm
storytelling. At the heart of the series is Mma Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s
premier lady detective, whose wisdom, kindness, and sharp intuition help
solve various cases while navigating life’s challenges.

Set against the vibrant backdrop of Botswana, the series offers a glimpse
into the country's traditions, landscapes, and social issues. The books are
known for their gentle pace, humorous anecdotes, and philosophical
reflections, making them suitable for readers seeking both entertainment and
cultural enrichment.

Order of the Books in the Series

Following is the chronological order of the No 1 Ladies Detective Agency
series, including the main novels and notable spin-offs or related works.
Reading the books in this order ensures a clear understanding of character
development and overarching themes.

1. The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency (1998)
The series begins with Mma Ramotswe establishing her detective agency. This
introductory novel introduces readers to her background, her motivations, and
her first cases. It sets the tone for the series, highlighting her wisdom,
humility, and the importance of community.



2. Tears of the Giraffe (2000)
This second installment delves deeper into Mma Ramotswe’s personal life and
expands on her relationships with her employees and clients. The story
features more complex cases and explores themes of friendship and loyalty.

3. Morality for Beautiful Girls (2001)
In this book, Mma Ramotswe faces a challenging case involving a missing girl,
and her detective work is intertwined with reflections on morality and
ethics. The novel also touches on her romantic life and the growing bond with
her husband, Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni.

4. The Kalahari Typing School for Men (2002)
While primarily centered on Mma Ramotswe’s assistant, Mma Makutsi, this story
explores her efforts to start a typing school and her personal growth. The
novel balances lighthearted humor with insights into Botswana society.

5. The Full Cupboard of Life (2003)
This installment features more romantic developments for Mma Ramotswe and her
husband, Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni. The case involves a mysterious inheritance, and
the narrative emphasizes themes of trust and community.

6. In the Company of Cheerful Ladies (2004)
Mma Ramotswe handles cases involving a missing person and confronts societal
issues. The story continues to develop her character and her relationships.

7. Blue Shoes and Happiness (2006)
A humorous and heartwarming story focusing on Mma Ramotswe’s personal
happiness, family, and her insights into life’s simple pleasures.

8. The Double Comfort Safari Club (2007)
This novel features Mma Ramotswe solving a case related to a safari club and
explores themes of tradition versus modernity.

9. The Saturday Big Tent Wedding Party (2008)
Centered around a community wedding, this book explores social change and the
importance of community bonds.



10. The Limpopo Academy of Private Detection (2010)
The series expands with the addition of Mma Ramotswe’s nephew, who starts his
detective agency, bringing new perspectives to the series.

11. The Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon (2012)
This novel introduces Mma Ramotswe’s cousin, Mma Potokwane, and explores
themes of family and friendship.

12. The Handsome Man’s De Luxe Cafe (2014)
Focuses on the community’s social life and Mma Ramotswe’s reflections on
aging and happiness.

13. The House of Hidden Women (2016)
This story delves into more serious themes regarding women’s lives and
societal issues in Botswana.

14. The Colors of All the Cattle (2019)
The latest in the series, continuing the themes of community and personal
growth, with new mysteries and reflections.

Additional Works and Spin-offs

While the main series comprises 14 novels, Alexander McCall Smith has
authored related works and spin-offs that expand the universe, such as:

- The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency: The Complete Series (compiled editions)
- Mma Ramotswe’s Guide to Modern Life (a compilation of wisdom and
reflections)
- Short stories and anthologies featuring Mma Ramotswe and other characters.

These additional writings can be enjoyed after completing the main series,
providing further insights into the characters and Botswana’s culture.

Why Read the Series in Order?

Reading the No 1 Ladies Detective Agency series in chronological order offers
several benefits:



Character Development: Follow the evolution of Mma Ramotswe, her family,
and friends.

Story Arc Progression: Understand ongoing themes and relationships.

Cultural Context: Appreciate the depiction of Botswana’s traditions and
societal changes over time.

Enhanced Reading Experience: Enjoy the humor and philosophical
reflections as they build upon previous stories.

Tips for New Readers

If you’re new to the series, start with the first book, The No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency. Be patient with the gentle pace and focus on character
interactions. The series is not just about solving mysteries but also about
appreciating life’s simple joys and human connections.

For those who love mysteries intertwined with cultural insights and warmth,
this series is a perfect choice. It’s also suitable for readers looking for
uplifting stories that celebrate community, kindness, and wisdom.

Conclusion

The No 1 Ladies Detective Agency book series in order provides a rich,
immersive experience into the life and work of Mma Ramotswe and her community
in Botswana. From the humble beginnings of her detective agency to more
complex cases and personal reflections, each book adds depth and charm to the
series. Whether you’re reading for entertainment, cultural exploration, or
inspiration, following the series in order ensures a rewarding journey
through the heartwarming world crafted by Alexander McCall Smith.

Happy reading!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct reading order for the No. 1
Ladies' Detective Agency book series?
The series should be read in chronological order starting with 'The No. 1
Ladies' Detective Agency,' followed by 'Tears of the Giraffe,' 'Morality for
Beautiful Girls,' and continuing through all the subsequent titles in the



published sequence.

How many books are there in the No. 1 Ladies'
Detective Agency series?
As of now, there are 20 books in the series, with the latest being 'The Gold
Diggers,' published in 2023.

Are the books in the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency
series standalone or do they need to be read in
order?
While each book features its own mystery and can be enjoyed individually,
reading the series in order enhances understanding of character development
and ongoing story arcs.

Who is the author of the No. 1 Ladies' Detective
Agency series and does she recommend reading order?
The series is written by Alexander McCall Smith, and he recommends reading
the books in publication order to best follow the characters' journeys and
the series' evolution.

Are there any spin-offs or related books to the No.
1 Ladies' Detective Agency series?
Yes, there are related short stories and companion books that expand on the
world and characters, but the main series should be read in order for the
full experience.

Where can I find a complete list of the No. 1
Ladies' Detective Agency books in order?
You can find the complete reading order on official book retailer websites,
the author's official site, or dedicated fan resources and reading guides
online.

Additional Resources
No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency Book Series in Order

The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series, authored by the celebrated
Botswana-born writer Alexander McCall Smith, has captivated readers worldwide
with its charming characters, evocative setting, and gentle exploration of
human nature. Since its debut in 1998, the series has become a beloved
fixture in contemporary literature, establishing itself as a unique blend of



mystery, humor, cultural insight, and warmth. For both new readers and
seasoned fans, understanding the proper order of the series enhances the
reading experience, allowing for a deeper appreciation of character
development and thematic progression. This comprehensive guide aims to detail
the series in order, analyze its key elements, and provide insights into its
enduring appeal.

---

Introduction to the Series

The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series centers around Mma Precious
Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective, who uses her intelligence,
intuition, and deep understanding of human nature to solve various cases. The
series is renowned for its gentle storytelling style, rich depiction of
Botswana’s landscapes and traditions, and its focus on ethical dilemmas and
social issues.

Set against the backdrop of a rapidly modernizing Botswana, the series offers
a compelling mix of detective work, personal stories, and reflections on
societal change. The tone is warm, often humorous, and imbued with a sense of
hope, making it accessible to a broad readership.

---

Series in Chronological Order

To fully appreciate the evolution of characters and themes, it’s recommended
to read the series in publication order, which also aligns with the
chronological progression of events within the narrative universe. Below is a
detailed list of the books in order:

1. The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency (1998)
- The inaugural novel introduces Mma Precious Ramotswe, her background, and
her new detective agency. It sets the tone for the series with its charming
depiction of Botswana and the detective's first cases.

2. Tears of the Giraffe (2000)
- The second installment delves deeper into Mma Ramotswe’s past, her
relationship with her late father, and her developing friendship with her
assistant, Grace Makutsi.

3. Morality for Beautiful Girls (2001)
- This book explores themes of morality and justice, as Mma Ramotswe tackles
a case involving a missing person and faces moral dilemmas.



4. The Kalahari Typing School for Men (2002)
- Focuses on Grace Makutsi’s ambitions and her new venture, highlighting her
personal growth alongside the detective agency’s cases.

5. The Full Cupboard of Life (2003)
- The series begins to expand, with Mma Ramotswe dealing with issues of
family, relationships, and community service.

6. In the Company of Men (2004)
- Features a storyline involving a missing person and addresses themes of
loyalty and trust.

7. Blue Shoes and Happiness (2006)
- Incorporates themes of happiness and the pursuit of joy, alongside Mma
Ramotswe’s ongoing cases.

8. The Double Comfort Safari Club (2007)
- A humorous adventure involving a safari trip and a case that brings Mma
Ramotswe into contact with a variety of characters.

9. The Saturday Big Tent Wedding Party (2008)
- Focuses on community celebrations and personal relationships, blending
mystery with social commentary.

10. The Good Husband of Zebra Drive (2009)
- Explores themes of marriage, fidelity, and social change, with a plot
involving a suspicious husband.

11. The Handsome Man's De Luxe Cafe (2011)
- A lighter, more humorous story centered around a new café, showcasing the
series’ signature warmth.

12. Tea Time for the Traditionally Built (2010)
- Continues to develop the characters, with Mma Ramotswe facing tough
decisions about her personal life and her agency.

13. The Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon (2012)
- Explores themes of transformation and community, as Mma Ramotswe faces
challenges at her agency.

14. The Forever Girl (2018)
- The latest entry, focusing on new characters and evolving societal themes,
while maintaining the series’ signature tone.

---

Additional Books and Spin-offs

While the core series follows the above order, Alexander McCall Smith has



expanded the universe with related works that deepen the reader's
understanding of Botswanan culture and the series’ recurring themes.

- The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency: The First Four Novels (compilation)
- The Sunday Philosophy Club series (spin-off)
- The 44 Scotland Street series (another McCall Smith series)

However, for the pure detective series, the above list remains the definitive
order.

---

Why Reading in Series Order Matters

Reading the series in publication and chronological order offers numerous
benefits:

- Character Development: Witness how Mma Ramotswe, Grace Makutsi, and other
characters evolve over time.
- Thematic Progression: Follow how themes such as morality, love, social
change, and community are explored and deepen.
- Plot Continuity: Understand ongoing storylines and references to past
events that enrich the narrative.
- Cultural Context: Gain better insight into Botswana’s societal
transformations and cultural nuances.

---

Thematic Highlights Across the Series

The series’ enduring appeal lies in its exploration of universal themes
through a culturally specific lens. Some key themes include:

- Ethics and Morality: Mma Ramotswe’s strong sense of right and wrong guides
her detective work and personal life.
- Community and Relationships: The series emphasizes the importance of
community bonds, family, and friendship.
- Gender Roles and Empowerment: Celebrates women’s independence and strength,
particularly through Mma Ramotswe and Grace Makutsi.
- Cultural Heritage vs. Modernity: Balances traditional Botswana customs with
the realities of social change.
- Humor and Humanity: Uses humor to address serious social issues, making the
stories relatable and engaging.

---



Analyzing the Series’ Unique Style

Alexander McCall Smith’s writing style is characterized by its simplicity,
warmth, and wit. The stories often resemble gentle fables, emphasizing moral
lessons and human kindness. The prose is accessible, making it suitable for a
wide audience, including those new to mystery novels or African literature.

The setting—a vibrant, culturally rich Botswana—is almost a character itself,
providing a lush backdrop that enhances the narratives. The series avoids
heavy violence or dark themes, opting instead for stories that uplift and
inspire.

---

Conclusion: Navigating the Series in Order

For those eager to embark on or deepen their journey into the No. 1 Ladies'
Detective Agency, reading the books in order is highly recommended. It allows
readers to appreciate the nuanced development of characters, thematic
richness, and the cultural tapestry of Botswana that McCall Smith masterfully
weaves throughout.

Whether you start with the very first novel or pick up a later installment,
each book offers a self-contained story while contributing to the broader
mosaic of the series. Its gentle pace, endearing characters, and insightful
social commentary make it a series worth savoring, one story at a time.

In summary:

1. The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency
2. Tears of the Giraffe
3. Morality for Beautiful Girls
4. The Kalahari Typing School for Men
5. The Full Cupboard of Life
6. In the Company of Men
7. Blue Shoes and Happiness
8. The Double Comfort Safari Club
9. The Saturday Big Tent Wedding Party
10. The Good Husband of Zebra Drive
11. Tea Time for the Traditionally Built
12. The Handsome Man's De Luxe Cafe
13. The Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon
14. The Forever Girl

Embarking on this series in order promises a delightful journey into a world
where kindness, humor, and moral integrity shine brightly, leaving a lasting
impression on all who read it.



No 1 Ladies Detective Agency Book Series In Order

  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency
Alexander McCall Smith, 2002 Sleuth Precious Ramotswe, who works in Gaborone, Botswana,
investigates several local mysteries, including a search for a missing boy and the case of the clinic
doctor with different personalities for different days of the week.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: Precious and Grace Alexander McCall
Smith, 2016-10-11 Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this charming
series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. Mma Makutsi, who has
recently been promoted to co-director, has been encouraging Mma Ramotswe to update to more
modern office practices. An unusual case, however, will require both of them to turn their attention
firmly to the past. A young Canadian woman who spent her early childhood in Botswana requests the
agency’s help in recalling her life there. Precious and Grace set out to locate the house that the
woman lived in and the caretaker who looked after her many years ago. But when the journey takes
an unexpected turn, they are forced to consider whether some things are better left in the past.
Mma Ramotswe dispenses help and sympathy with the graciousness and warmth for which she is so
well known, and everyone involved is led to surprising insights into the healing power of
compassion, forgiveness, and new beginnings.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: To the Land of Long Lost Friends
Alexander McCall Smith, 2019-10-22 In the latest book in the widely beloved No. 1 Ladies' Detective
Agency series, Precious Ramotswe takes on a case for a childhood acquaintance and finds that
family relationships are always a tricky proposition—even for Botswana's premier female detective.
Mma Ramotswe has reconnected with an old friend who has been having problems with her
daughter. Though Precious feels compelled to lend a hand, she discovers that getting involved in
family affairs is always a delicate affair. The young woman appears to be involved with a charismatic
preacher. But are his ministrations entirely of a godly nature? Elsewhere, Charlie is also struggling
with a tricky matter of the heart. He wishes to propose to his girlfriend, Queenie-Queenie, but he's
struggling to come up with a bride price that will impress her father. When Queenie-Queenie's
brother offers to help by giving him a job, the offer may not be quite what Charlie expected. As
always, Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni will offer wise counsel, Mma Makutsi will weigh in with her opinions,
and Mma Potokwane will be there with her welcome fruit cake. But in the end it will be up to Mma
Ramotswe to reflect on love, family, and the nature of men and women in order to resolve family
dramas and remind everyone about all the good things they have in life—so many, in fact, that it
would take far too long to count them.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency
Alexander McCall Smith, R A McCall Smith, 2003-04-01 Working in Gaborone, Botswana, Precious
Ramotswe investigates several local mysteries, including a search for a missing boy and the case of
the clinic doctor with different personalities for different days of the week.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: In the Company of Cheerful Ladies
Alexander McCall Smith, 2005-04-19 Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective.
In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace
Makutsi—navigates her cases and her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional
cup of tea. Precious is busier than usual at the detective agency when she discovers an intruder in
her house on Zebra Drive—and perhaps even more baffling—a pumpkin on her porch. Her associate,
Mma Makutsi, also has a full plate. She's taken up dance lessons, only to be partnered with a man
with two left feet. And at Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors, where Mr J.L.B. Matekoni is already
overburdened with work, one of his apprentices has run off with a wealthy older woman. But what
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finally rattles Mma Ramotswe’s normally unshakable composure is a visitor who forces her to
confront a difficult secret from her past.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: The Joy and Light Bus Company
Alexander McCall Smith, 2021-11-16 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • In this latest installment in the
beloved No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series, Mma Ramotswe is tempted to put the brakes on a
business venture before it even gets rolling. Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni attends a course hosted by the local
chamber of commerce entitled “Where Is Your Business Going?” But rather than feeling energized,
he comes back in low spirits, not sure if he should be satisfied with the already venerable and
successful Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors. Then an old friend from school approaches him with an
exciting new business venture. When it turns out he will need to mortgage the garage in order to
pursue this endeavor, Mma Ramotswe and Mma Makutsi worry about the potential repercussions for
his current business—as well as for their own. But even as she puzzles over mysteries on the
domestic front, Mma Ramotswe’s professional duties must take precedence. When a concerned son
learns that his aging father’s nurse now stands to inherit the family home, he begins to doubt her
intentions and takes his case to Botswana’s premier detective agency. Fortunately, Mma Ramotswe
and Mma Makutsi, committed agents of justice, agree to investigate. Tricky as these matters may be,
Mma Ramotswe, armed with her usual supply of tact, humor and good will, knows that the most
creative solutions are often found with the support of friends and family and a cup of red bush tea.
With these reliable assets, she is certain to ensure that all involved find the happiness that they
deserve.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: The Woman Who Walked in Sunshine
Alexander McCall Smith, 2015-10-27 Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective.
In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace
Makutsi—navigates her cases and her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional
cup of tea. Precious Ramotswe, the esteemed proprietor of the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency, now
faces her greatest challenge yet: a vacation! Business is slow at the agency—so slow in fact that, for
the first time in her distinguished career, Mma Ramotswe has reluctantly agreed to take a holiday.
The week of uninterrupted peace is cut short, however, when she meets Samuel, a wayward young
boy with a troubled past. Moreover, Mma Ramotswe can’t help but wonder how the agency is faring
in her absence. Her worries grow when she discovers that Mma Makutsi is handling a rather
delicate case. Ultimately, the situation will require Mma Ramotswe to draw upon her kindness,
generosity, and good sense, and will serve to remind them all that ordinary human failings should be
treated with a large helping of charity and compassion.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: No 1 Ladies Detective Agency Dd
Alexander McCall Smith, 2007-02-01
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: From a Far and Lovely Country Alexander
McCall Smith, 2024-09-03 In this latest installment in Alexander McCall Smith’s cherished No. 1
Ladies’ Detective Agency series, two confounding cases compete for Mma Ramotswe’s
attention—and she may need to call in back up. “An escape from life’s woes as well as a suggestion
for how to make the whole deal more palatable—fragility, fruit cake, and all.” —The Boston Globe
Mma Ramotswe and Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni are enjoying a nice meal out at a peri-peri restaurant when
an American woman named Julia approaches seeking Mma Ramotswe’s help. Julia’s beloved late
grandfather was Botswanan, and he instilled in her an abiding love of his homeland. Now, years
after his passing, Julia has come to visit the land he had spoken of so often and to find her relatives.
Unfortunately, her grandfather’s stories, while charming and entertaining, were somewhat light on
detail; all Julia can remember are a few first names and some descriptions of his village. It’s not a lot
to go on, but if anyone is well poised to help, it’s Mma Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier detective.
Meanwhile, a second case leads Mma Ramotswe to look for assistance from an unexpected quarter.
For the first time, Charlie leads his own investigation at the detective agency, going undercover into
a dubious, word-of-mouth get-together known as the Cool Singles Evening Club, where married men



are encouraged to pretend to be single and meet women under false pretenses. Who could be behind
such a distasteful venture? Getting to the bottom of this will be a tall order, to be sure, but Charlie is
eager for the opportunity. As Mma Ramotswe learns more about Julia, she begins to understand that
Julia’s heartbreak runs deeper than she had initially realized. Together, Mma Ramotswe and Mma
Potokwane must find a way to help their client heal and move forward—from both her past and her
present. Julia had originally come to Botswana seeking family and connection, but in the warm
embrace of Mma Ramotswe and Mma Potokwane, what she ends up finding is a home.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency
Box Set (Books 2-4) Alexander McCall Smith, 2018-05-01 Here are three heartwarming books in
Alexander McCall Smith’s No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency Series—now available in a convenient
ebook box set. This box set includes books 2-4 of the series: Tears of the Giraffe, Morality for
Beautiful Girls, and The Kalahari Typing School for Men. Fans around the world adore the
bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s
premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate,
Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the
occasional cup of tea.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: The Full Cupboard of Life Alexander
McCall Smith, 2005-01-25 Here is the fifth novel in the internationally bestselling No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency hit series. Once again we are transported to Gaborone, capital city of Botswana,
and into the world of Mma Ramotswe and her friends. THE NO. 1 LADIES’ DETECTIVE AGENCY.
FOR ALL CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS AND ENQUIRIES. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED FOR ALL
PARTIES. UNDER PERSONAL MANAGEMENT. Mma Ramotswe and Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni are still
engaged, but with no immediate plans to get married. Mma Ramotswe wonders when a wedding
date will be named, but she is anxious to avoid putting pressure on her fiancé. For indeed he has
other things on his mind -- particularly a frightening request (involving a parachute jump) made by
Mma Potokwani, the persuasive matron of the orphan farm. Mma Ramotswe herself has weighty
matters on her mind. She has been approached by a wealthy lady to check up on several suitors. Are
these men interested in her or just her money? This may be difficult to find out, but it’s just the kind
of case Mma Ramotswe likes and she is, as we know, a very intuitive lady. Meanwhile, Mma Makutsi
-- plucky assistant detective and deputy manager of the Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors garage -- is
moving. Her entrepreneurial venture, the Kalahari Typing School for Men, is thriving and with this
new income she has rented two rooms in a house. Her spare time is occupied with planning the
move, the décor and her new life in a house with running water all to herself. In the background of
all this is Botswana, a country of empty spaces and echoing skies, a country so beautiful and
entrancing that it breaks your heart. Mma Ramotswe has prepared the bush tea and is waiting for us
to join her.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: Blue Shoes and Happiness Alexander
McCall Smith, 2006-04-18 Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this
charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her
cases and her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. Life is good for
Mma Ramotswe as she sets out with her usual resolve to solve people’s problems, heal their
misfortunes, and untangle the mysteries that make life interesting. And life is never dull on
Tlokweng Road. A new and rather too brusque advice columnist is appearing in the local paper.
Then, a cobra is found in the offices of the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency. Recently, the Mokolodi
Game Preserve manager feels an infectious fear spreading among his workers, and a local doctor
may be falsifying blood pressure readings. To further complicate matters, Grace Makutsi may have
scared off her own fiancé. Mma Ramotswe, however, is always up to the challenge. And Blue Shoes
and Happiness will not fail to entertain Alexander McCall Smith’s oldest fans and newest converts
with its great wit, charm, and great good will.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: The Full Cupboard of Life Alexander



McCall Smith, 2005-01-25 THE NO. 1 LADIES’ DETECTIVE AGENCY - Book 5 Fans around the world
adore the best-selling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe,
Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this charming series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her
loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and her personal life with wisdom, good humor,
and the occasional cup of tea. Still engaged to the estimable Mr J.L.B. Matekoni, Mma Ramotswe
understands that she should not put too much pressure on him, as he has other concerns, especially
a hair-raising request from the ever persuasive Mma Potokwane, matron of the orphan farm. Besides
Mma Ramotswe herself has weighty matters on her mind. She has been approached by a wealthy
lady to check up on several suitors. Are these men interested in the lady or just her money? This may
be a difficult case, but it's just the kind of problem Mma Ramotswe likes and she is, as we know, a
very intuitive lady.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: The Colors of All the Cattle Alexander
McCall Smith, 2018-11-06 In this latest installment of the beloved and best-selling No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency series, Precious Ramotswe finds herself running for office—much to her dismay.
When Mma Potokwane suggests to Mma Ramotswe that she run for a seat on the Gaborone City
Council, Mma Ramotswe is at first reluctant. But when she learns that developers plan to build the
flashy Big Fun Hotel next to a graveyard, she allows herself to be persuaded. Her opponent is none
other than Mma Makutsi’s old nemesis, Violet Sephotho, who is in the pocket of the hotel
developers. Although Violet is intent on using every trick in the book to secure her election, Mma
Ramotswe refuses to guarantee anything beyond what she can deliver; hence her slogan: “I can’t
promise anything—but I shall do my best.” Meanwhile, Mma Ramotswe has acquired a new client:
one of her late father’s old friends, who was the victim of a hit-and-run accident. Charlie volunteers
to be the lead investigator in the case to prove he’s ready to be more than an apprentice, as well as
to impress a new girlfriend. With Charlie’s inquiries landing him in hot water and Election Day fast
approaching, Mma Ramotswe will have to call upon her good humor and generosity of spirit to help
the community navigate these thorny issues, and to prove that honesty and compassion will always
carry the day.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: Tears of the Giraffe Alexander McCall
Smith, 2002-09-03 Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady detective. In this charming
series, Mma Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi—navigates her cases and
her personal life with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of tea. Precious Ramotswe is the
eminently sensible and cunning proprietor of the only ladies’ detective agency in Botswana. In Tears
of the Giraffe she tracks a wayward wife, uncovers an unscrupulous maid, and searches for an
American man who disappeared into the plains many years ago. In the midst of resolving
uncertainties, pondering her impending marriage to a good, kind man, Mr. J. L. B. Matekoni, and the
promotion of her talented secretary (a graduate of the Botswana Secretarial College, with a mark of
97 per cent), she also finds her family suddenly and unexpectedly increased by two.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: Blue Shoes and Happiness Alexander
McCall Smith, 2010-05-28 In this seventh installment in the internationally bestselling, universally
beloved series, there is considerable excitement at the shared premises of the No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency and Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors. A cobra has been found in Precious
Ramotswe’s office. Then a nurse from a local medical clinic reveals to Mma Ramotswe that faulty
blood-pressure readings are being recorded there. And it looks as though Aunty Emang, the advice
columnist in the local newspaper, may not be what she seems. It all means a lot of work for Mma
Ramotswe and her inestimable assistant, Grace Makutsi, and they are, of course, up to the
challenge. But there’s trouble brewing in Mma Makutsi’s own life. Her greedy uncles are demanding
an extra-large bride price from her well-to-do fiancé, a man of substance, Phuti Radiphuti, and
though money may buy her that fashionably narrow (and uncomfortable) pair of blue shoes, it won’t
buy her the happiness that Mma Ramotswe promises her she’ll find in simpler things – in
contentment with the world and enough tea to smooth over the occasional bumps in the road.



  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: The Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon
Alexander McCall Smith, 2013-11-05 Modern ideas get tangled up with traditional ones in the latest
intriguing installment in the beloved, best-selling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series. Precious
Ramotswe has taken on two puzzling cases. First she is approached by the lawyer Mma Sheba, who
is the executor of a deceased farmer’s estate. Mma Sheba has a feeling that the young man who has
stepped forward may be falsely impersonating the farmer’s nephew in order to claim his inheritance.
Mma Ramotswe agrees to visit the farm and find out what she can about the self-professed nephew.
Then the proprietor of the Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon comes to Mma Ramotswe for advice. The
opening of her new salon has been shadowed by misfortune. Not only has she received a bad omen
in the mail, but rumors are swirling that the salon is using dangerous products that burn people’s
skin. Could someone be trying to put the salon out of business? Meanwhile, at the office, Mma
Ramotswe has noticed something different about Grace Makutsi lately. Though Mma Makutsi has
mentioned nothing, it has become clear that she is pregnant . . . But in Botswana—a land where
family has always been held above all else—this may be cause for controversy as well as celebration.
With genuine warmth, sympathy, and wit, Alexander McCall Smith explores some tough questions
about married life, parenthood, grief, and the importance of the traditions that shape and guide our
lives. This is the fourteenth installment in the series. This ebook edition includes a Reading Group
Guide.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: Morality for Beautiful Girls Dd Alexander
McCall Smith, 2007-02-01
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: The Full Cupboard of Life Alexander
McCall Smith, 2010-05-21 Here is the fifth novel in the internationally bestselling No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency hit series. Once again we are transported to Gaborone, capital city of Botswana,
and into the world of Mma Ramotswe and her friends. THE NO. 1 LADIES’ DETECTIVE AGENCY.
FOR ALL CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS AND ENQUIRIES. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED FOR ALL
PARTIES. UNDER PERSONAL MANAGEMENT. Mma Ramotswe and Mr. J.L.B. Matekoni are still
engaged, but with no immediate plans to get married. Mma Ramotswe wonders when a wedding
date will be named, but she is anxious to avoid putting pressure on her fiancé. For indeed he has
other things on his mind -- particularly a frightening request (involving a parachute jump) made by
Mma Potokwani, the persuasive matron of the orphan farm. Mma Ramotswe herself has weighty
matters on her mind. She has been approached by a wealthy lady to check up on several suitors. Are
these men interested in her or just her money? This may be difficult to find out, but it’s just the kind
of case Mma Ramotswe likes and she is, as we know, a very intuitive lady. Meanwhile, Mma Makutsi
-- plucky assistant detective and deputy manager of the Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors garage -- is
moving. Her entrepreneurial venture, the Kalahari Typing School for Men, is thriving and with this
new income she has rented two rooms in a house. Her spare time is occupied with planning the
move, the décor and her new life in a house with running water all to herself. In the background of
all this is Botswana, a country of empty spaces and echoing skies, a country so beautiful and
entrancing that it breaks your heart. Mma Ramotswe has prepared the bush tea and is waiting for us
to join her.
  no 1 ladies detective agency book series in order: Full Cupboard of Life Dd Alexander
McCall Smith, 2007-02-01
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