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Niall of the Nine Hostages: A Legendary Irish King and his Historical Significance

Niall of the Nine Hostages is a legendary figure in Irish history and mythology, renowned as a High
King of Ireland whose reign marked a pivotal point in the island’s ancient past. His name is often
associated with stories of conquest, leadership, and the legendary origins of the Ui Néill dynasty,
which would dominate Ireland for centuries. This article explores the life, legend, and enduring legacy
of Niall of the Nine Hostages, providing a comprehensive overview for those interested in Irish history,
mythology, and cultural heritage.

Who Was Niall of the Nine Hostages?

Niall of the Nine Hostages, also known as Niall Noigiallach in Irish, was a legendary Irish king believed
to have lived during the late 4th and early 5th centuries AD. While historical records from this period
are scarce and often intertwined with myth, Niall remains a central figure in Irish tradition,
symbolizing royal authority and martial prowess.

The Name and Its Significance

The moniker "Niall of the Nine Hostages" stems from a legend that he captured nine prominent
princes from neighboring tribes and kingdoms, holding them as hostages to secure loyalty and peace
during his reign. These hostages were reportedly taken from various regions, including Britain and
Ireland, which illustrates Niall's expansive influence and military strength.

The Historical Context

Niall’s era coincided with the decline of Roman Britain and the beginning of the early medieval period
in Ireland. It was a time of tribal warfare, shifting alliances, and the emergence of dynastic rule. Niall's
leadership is believed to have played a role in unifying different Irish clans under a single political
banner, setting the stage for the subsequent rise of the Ui N&ill dynasty.

The Legend of Niall of the Nine Hostages

Much of what is known about Niall comes from Irish myth, oral tradition, and later medieval annals.
While these sources mix history and legend, they paint a compelling portrait of a formidable ruler
whose influence extended beyond Ireland.

The Story of the Nine Hostages
According to legend, Niall’'s strategic prowess was exemplified by his ability to secure loyalty through

diplomacy and military might. The nine hostages he took were often princes or kings of rival tribes,
and their captivity served both as a guarantee of allegiance and as a symbol of Niall's dominance.



e Capture of the hostages: Niall reportedly captured these princes during military campaigns,
demonstrating his strength and strategic acumen.

* Symbolic significance: The hostages represented the subjugation of rival tribes and the
consolidation of power.

* Legacy of fear and respect: The story of the hostages contributed to Niall’s reputation as a
formidable and wise leader.

The Mythical Origins of Niall’s Reign

One legend suggests that Niall was the son of a noble Irish princess and a warrior king, emphasizing
his royal lineage. Some stories depict him as a descendant of the Milesian kings, tying his heritage to
Ireland’s mythic origins. These tales often serve to legitimize his authority and link his dynasty to
divine or ancestral roots.

The Impact of Niall's Leadership
Niall's reign is credited with establishing a period of relative stability and expansion for Ireland. His

leadership established the foundations for the subsequent dominance of the Ui Néill dynasty, which
would shape Irish politics and culture for centuries.

The Historical Evidence and Modern Scholarship

While much of Niall’s story is rooted in legend, historians have attempted to piece together his
existence through various sources.

Medieval Annals and Chronicles

The Annals of the Four Masters, Lebor Gabala Erenn (The Book of the Taking of Ireland), and other
medieval texts mention Niall, often linking him to the origins of the Ui Néill and describing his
conquests and achievements.

The Genealogical Legacy

Many lIrish dynasties trace their lineage back to Niall, especially the northern Ui Néill clans, including
the Cenél nEdgain and Cenél Conaill. These genealogies serve to reinforce claims of divine right and
political legitimacy.

Archaeological Evidence

While specific archaeological artifacts directly linked to Niall are lacking, excavations of early

medieval sites in Ireland and Britain reveal a landscape marked by warfare, fortifications, and trade,
consistent with the era attributed to his reign.



The Legacy of Niall of the Nine Hostages

Niall's influence stretches beyond myth and into the fabric of Irish history and identity. His legendary
status has inspired generations of Irish people and continues to be a subject of scholarly interest.

The Ui Néill Dynasty

Niall’s descendants, the Ui Néill, became one of Ireland’s most powerful dynasties, ruling over large
portions of the island for centuries. Their dominance influenced Irish politics, religion, and culture.

Cultural and Literary Impact

Niall features prominently in Irish storytelling, poetry, and bardic traditions. His legendary exploits
symbolize qualities such as leadership, martial skill, and strategic thinking.

Niall in Modern Times

Today, Niall of the Nine Hostages is celebrated as a national hero and a symbol of Ireland’s ancient
heritage. His story is often invoked in discussions of Irish identity, history, and the origins of Irish
royalty.

Conclusion

Niall of the Nine Hostages remains a captivating figure whose life and legend embody the spirit of
early Irish kingship and the complex history of Ireland. While historical evidence may blend with myth,
the stories surrounding Niall continue to inspire and inform Irish cultural identity. His legacy as a
powerful ruler, strategist, and symbol of unity endures through centuries, making him an enduring
icon in Irish history and mythology.

Whether viewed through the lens of legend or history, Niall’s story offers valuable insights into the
ancient world of Ireland, illustrating the enduring power of leadership, loyalty, and cultural memory.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Niall of the Nine Hostages?

Niall of the Nine Hostages was a legendary High King of Ireland, believed to have ruled in the 4th or
5th century, known for his leadership and the tradition of taking hostages from neighboring regions.

What is the significance of the 'Nine Hostages' in Irish
history?

The 'Nine Hostages' refer to the noble children taken from nine different regions of Ireland by Niall to
ensure loyalty and stability during his reign, symbolizing his dominance and influence.



Is Niall of the Nine Hostages a historical figure or a myth?

While some aspects of Niall's story are based on historical figures, much of his legend is intertwined
with myth and folklore, making it difficult to distinguish fact from legend.

What role did Niall of the Nine Hostages play in Irish
mythology?

In Irish mythology, Niall is often depicted as a powerful and legendary king whose reign established
important dynastic and cultural traditions, with stories emphasizing his leadership and the
significance of his hostages.

Are there any modern references or adaptations of Niall of the
Nine Hostages?

Yes, Niall's legend appears in various modern works, including Irish literature, historical discussions,
and popular culture, often symbolizing Irish heritage and medieval kingship.

How is Niall of the Nine Hostages connected to other Irish
royal lineages?

Niall is considered an ancestor of many Irish dynasties, including the famous Ui Néill dynasty, which
played a significant role in Irish history for centuries.

What archaeological evidence supports the existence of Niall
of the Nine Hostages?

There is limited direct archaeological evidence for Niall himself; most of what is known comes from
later historical texts and oral tradition, making his historical existence somewhat uncertain.

Why is Niall of the Nine Hostages still a popular figure in Irish
culture today?

Niall symbolizes Irish sovereignty, leadership, and heritage, making him an enduring figure in Irish
history, folklore, and national identity.

How does the legend of Niall of the Nine Hostages influence
Irish identity and nationalism?

The legend reinforces a sense of noble heritage and historical grandeur, serving as a symbol of Irish
resilience and sovereignty, and inspiring cultural pride and nationalist narratives.

Additional Resources
Niall of the Nine Hostages: A Legendary Hero of Irish Mythology



Niall of the Nine Hostages is one of the most compelling and enigmatic figures in Irish mythology and
early medieval history. Revered as a legendary king and ancestor of the famed Ui Néill dynasty, Niall's
story is woven with themes of heroism, conquest, and mystique. His legendary exploits have left an
indelible mark on Irish cultural memory, shaping narratives of kingship and identity that persist to this
day. This comprehensive review delves into the life, legends, historical significance, and enduring
legacy of Niall of the Nine Hostages.

Origins and Historical Context

Historical Background

Although much of what is known about Niall comes from myth and legend, historians place his most
active period around the late 4th to early 5th centuries CE. Niall is traditionally regarded as a semi-
mythical figure, whose deeds are intertwined with the early formation of Irish society.

- Time Period: Likely around the late 4th or early 5th century CE, a period of transition from pagan to
Christian Ireland.

- Historical Sources: His story appears in annals, genealogies, and sagas such as the Lebor Gabala
Erenn (The Book of the Taking of Ireland), the Annals of the Four Masters, and other medieval Irish
texts.

- Historical vs. Legendary: While some scholars suggest that Niall may have been a real chieftain or
king, much of his legend is probably exaggerated or mythologized over centuries.

Genealogical Significance

Niall is traditionally considered the ancestor of the Ui Néill dynasty, which would dominate Irish
politics for centuries.

- Lineage: According to legend, Niall belonged to the Cenél nEdgain branch of the northern Ui Néill.
- Legacy: His descendants claimed descent from him, establishing a divine right to rule Ireland, which
underpinned his dynasty’s power.

The Legend of the Nine Hostages

The Origin of the Name

The epithet "of the Nine Hostages" is central to Niall's legendary status.



- Meaning: The phrase refers to Niall's reputed kidnapping or taking nine noble youths from
neighboring territories as hostages.

- Purpose: These hostages were taken to secure alliances, ensure loyalty, or serve as political
pawns—common practices in ancient diplomacy and warfare.

The Story Behind the Hostages

According to legendary accounts, Niall’s kidnapping of the nine hostages was a strategic move that
established his dominance over Ireland.

- The Nine Hostages: The identities and origins of these hostages vary across sources, but they are
generally described as princes or noble youths from rival tribes or kingdoms.

- Significance: Their captivity symbolized Niall’s military superiority and his ability to assert control
over rival clans.

Impact of the Hostages’ Story

The story of the hostages has multiple layers of significance:

- Political Power: It exemplifies the use of hostage-taking as a diplomatic tool.

- Legitimization of Rule: The narrative reinforces Niall's authority and the divine right of his
descendants.

- Mythic Symbolism: It elevates Niall’s legend, portraying him as a cunning and formidable leader
capable of strategic conquest.

Legends and Mythical Tales

Heroic Deeds and Conquests

Niall’s legend is replete with tales of heroism, bravery, and conquest, often emphasizing his prowess
as a warrior and king.

- Battles and Warfare: Tales often depict Niall leading successful campaigns against rival tribes,
securing dominance over Ireland.

- Strategic Genius: His ability to outwit enemies and establish alliances is a recurring theme.

- Spiritual Significance: Some stories portray him as a semi-divine figure, blessed by gods or
possessing supernatural qualities.



Connection with Christian Legends

As Ireland transitioned from paganism to Christianity, Niall’s stories were sometimes intertwined with
Christian narratives.

- Christianization of Legends: Some accounts depict Niall’s interactions with Christian saints or his role
in facilitating the spread of Christianity.

- Symbol of Irish Identity: His figure became a symbol of Irish sovereignty, blending mythic heroism
with Christian virtues.

The Myth of Niall’'s Immortality

Certain legends suggest that Niall achieved a form of spiritual immortality, with stories claiming he
was taken to the heavens or became a divine figure.

- Ascension Myths: Tales describe him ascending into the sky or being taken by the gods, reinforcing
his semi-divine status.

- Legacy in the Sky: Some traditions associate Niall with celestial phenomena, symbolizing his eternal
influence.

Historical Significance and Impact

Foundation of the Ui Néill Dynasty

Niall's legendary status laid the groundwork for the rise of the Ui Néill dynasty, which would dominate
Irish politics for centuries.

- Dynastic Power: His descendants claimed descent from him, legitimizing their rule.
- Political Unification: The narrative of Niall's conquests and hostage-taking helped unify various Irish
tribes under a common royal lineage.

Influence on Irish Culture and Identity

Niall’s story has profoundly influenced Irish cultural identity and national mythology.

- National Hero: He is regarded as one of Ireland’s earliest and most heroic ancestors.

- Cultural Symbol: His legend embodies qualities of leadership, strategic cunning, and martial
prowess.

- Literary and Artistic Inspiration: Tales of Niall have inspired countless poems, stories, and artistic
representations throughout Irish history.



Historical Debates and Modern Interpretations

Scholars continue to debate the historicity of Niall and the accuracy of the legends surrounding him.

- Historical Validity: Some believe Niall was a real figure whose deeds were later mythologized.

- Mythical Emphasis: Others argue his story is primarily a myth constructed to legitimize dynastic
claims.

- Archaeological Evidence: Limited archaeological evidence supports his existence; much remains in
the realm of legend.

Legacy and Cultural Remembrance

In Irish Literature and Folklore

Niall’s legend pervades Irish storytelling, from medieval chronicles to modern retellings.

- Medieval Chronicles: His exploits are chronicled in texts like the Lebor Gabéla Erenn, which blends
history and myth.

- Folklore: Local legends often ascribe magical or divine qualities to Niall, emphasizing his heroism.
- Modern Literature: Contemporary Irish writers continue to explore his character, reflecting on
themes of nationhood and identity.

Influence on Irish Heritage and National Identity

Niall of the Nine Hostages remains a potent symbol of Irish heritage.

- National Symbol: His image is often invoked in discussions of Irish sovereignty and pride.

- Heritage Sites: Locations associated with his legend, whether real or mythic, are celebrated in Irish
culture.

- Commemorations: Some festivals and events commemorate Niall’s legacy, reinforcing his
importance in Irish history.

Contemporary Relevance

Though largely legend, Niall’s story continues to resonate in modern Ireland.

- Historical Research: Scholars examine his legend to understand Ireland’s early history and societal
development.

- Cultural Identity: His figure embodies the qualities of leadership and resilience central to Irish
national identity.



- Popular Media: Niall appears in books, films, and TV series that explore Irish mythology and history.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legend of Niall of the Nine
Hostages

Niall of the Nine Hostages stands as one of Ireland’s most iconic and intriguing figures, straddling the
line between history and myth. His legendary exploits as a warrior, strategist, and king have shaped
Irish cultural identity and provided a mythic foundation for the nation’s royal lineage. Whether viewed
through the lens of historical fact or mythic storytelling, Niall’s story encapsulates the qualities of
leadership, cunning, and enduring legacy that continue to inspire and fascinate.

As a symbol of Ireland’s ancient past, Niall’s legend persists in the collective consciousness,
reminding us of a time when heroism and myth intertwined to forge the identity of a nation. His story,
rich with adventure and symbolism, exemplifies the enduring power of myth to shape history and
cultural memory.

Niall Of The Nine Hostages

niall of the nine hostages: The Irish Empire Clayton N. Donoghue, 2015-08-12 Beginning in
the late fourth century ad, a rich tapestry of tales was woven, telling of a rakish, handsome king who
raised an empire and conquered the hearts of countless women. But over the warp and weft of
passing centuries, the threads became worn, fraying the distinction between legend and history. But
the questions endured: Who was Niall of the Nine Hostages? Was he real, or just another
larger-than-life mythological figure? Did he truly establish an Irish Empire? Intrigued by these
questions—and compelled by credible scientific evidence that millions of Irish around the world are
genetically linked to this Irish king—author Clayton N. Donoghue set out to verify just how many of
the numerous legends were true. He soon discovered through official records that Ireland was
indeed ruled by a young, dynamic, innovative and ambitious king who brought the country to a
greatness previously unheard of. And yet the empire’s existence was ephemeral and its memory was
obscured. The most incredible story in Irish history.

niall of the nine hostages: Niall of the Nine Hostages Ann Carroll, 2017-11-08 Niall of the
Nine Hostages was born to the second wife of the High King Eochaid. But his mother, terrified that
Eochaid's jealous first wife Mongfind would kill the baby, abandoned him in the forest. Baby Niall
was rescued by a poet who rared him and, when he grew up, he went back to his father's court, to
claim his rightful place. But his troubles were only just beginning ....

niall of the nine hostages: Niall 'of the Nine Hostages' Sir William Ridgeway, Journal of
Roman studies, 1924

niall of the nine hostages: The Story of the Irish Race Seumas MacManus, 1922

niall of the nine hostages: The Ballads of Ireland Edward Hayes, 1855

niall of the nine hostages: A Brief Guide to Celtic Myths and Legends Martyn Whittock,
2013-10-03 A very readable guide which fills the gap between academic analysis and less critical
retellings of the myths and legends. Marytn Whittock provides an accessible overview while also
assessing the current state of research regarding the origins and significance of the myths. Since all
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records of the myths first occur in the early medieval period, the focus is on the survival of
pre-Christian mythology and the interactions of the early Christian writers with these myths. A
wide-ranging and enthralling introduction to Celtic mythology, from the Irish gods before gods, the
Fomorians, to the children of Llyr, the sea deity; from the hunter-warrior Fionn mac Cumbhaill, whose
exploits are chronicled in the Fenian Cycle, to Cti Chulainn, the Hound of Ulster; and from the Welsh
heroes of the Mabinogion to Arthur, King of Britain, though the mythical, Welsh version who
predates the medieval legends.

niall of the nine hostages: The Genealogies, Tribes, and Customs of Hy-Fiachrach, Commonly
Called O'Dowda's Country Duald Mac Firbis, 1844

niall of the nine hostages: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Irish History and Culture Sonja
Massie, 2004-06-28 You're no idiot, of course. You know that St. Patrick's Day is in March, JFK was
our only Irish-Catholic President, and the IRA isn't necessarily a tax-deferred account. But when it
comes to knowing about the history and culture of Ireland, you feel as Irish as a box of stale Lucky
Charms. Don't give up on the luck of the Irish just yet! 'The Complete Idiot's Guide to Irish History
and Culture' is here to help you learn all about the Emerald Isle, from the Celts to the present day.
In this 'Complete Idiot's Guide', you get: -Fascinating details on Celtic culture.-Blow-by-blow
accounts of Ireland's struggle for freedom from British rule.-Exciting tales of great Irish heroes, like
Brian Boru and Michael Collins.-Rich cultural traditions, from wedding to wakes.-Concise profiles of
Irish icons in politics and the arts, from Daniel O'Connell to Oscar Wilde.

niall of the nine hostages: Sloinnte Gaedheal is Gall: Irish Names and Surnames Patrick
Woulfe, 1923

niall of the nine hostages: The Celtic Breeze Heather McNeil, 2001-10-15 Delve into a world
of kelpies, mermaids, selkies, ghosts, warlords, and fairies. This collection gives you Celtic tales,
previously unrecorded or only found in obscure compilations. Mostly collected by the author on her
ancestral home of the Isle of Barra in the Hebrides, these lesser-known tales from Scotland, Ireland,
and Wales are supported by a brief history of the Celts, a glossary of the Gaelic integrated in the
stories, an appendix of superstitions about fairy protection, and bibliographies that reflect the
author's extensive research. Seventeen ballads collected almost one hundred years ago and excerpts
from the author's journal of travels in Scotland make this book a unique and valuable resource for
anyone who tells stories.

niall of the nine hostages: The Irish Archaeological Society Irish Archaeological Society, 1844

niall of the nine hostages: The Book of Irish Families, Great & Small Michael C.
O'Laughlin, 2002 This is the master volume to the 28 book set on Irish Family History from the Irish
Genealogical Foundation. The largest and most comprehensive of the series, this volume includes
family histories from every county in Ireland and Northern Ireland. It also has, for the first time, the
complete surname index for the entire series. The 27 other books which are indexed in this volume
will provide additional information on even more families.

niall of the nine hostages: Early Gaelic Erin; or, Old Gaelic stories of people and places, 1901

niall of the nine hostages: The History of Ireland, Ancient and Modern Martin Haverty,
1860

niall of the nine hostages: Otia Merseiana , 1899

niall of the nine hostages: Letters Containing Information Relative to the Antiquities of
the County of Mayo , 1927

niall of the nine hostages: Letters Containing Information Relative to the Antiquities of the
Counties [of Ireland: Mayo. 2 v Great Britain. Ordnance Survey, John O'Donovan, 1927

niall of the nine hostages: A Literary History of Ireland, from Earliest Times to the Present
Day Douglas Hyde, 2019-12-02 In A Literary History of Ireland, from Earliest Times to the Present
Day, Douglas Hyde meticulously charts the evolution of Irish literature, examining its rich tapestry
from ancient mythological texts to contemporary works. This seminal volume is characterized by
Hyde's lyrical prose and insightful analysis, reflecting a deep understanding of the socio-political and
cultural contexts that shaped Irish literary production. The book is a remarkable synthesis of




historical scholarship and literary critique, illuminating the connections between literature and the
Irish national identity throughout centuries of turbulence and change. Douglas Hyde, a prominent
Irish nationalist and scholar, dedicated his life to the promotion and preservation of the Irish
language and culture. His dual roles as a folklorist and playwright significantly influenced his
literary perspectives, fostering a commitment to illustrating the unique contributions of Ireland's
literary canon. Hyde's background in linguistics and folklore enriches his analysis, enabling him to
connect the literary legacy with Ireland's linguistic heritage and its cultural renaissance in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. This book is essential for scholars, students, and lovers of literature
alike, offering profound insights into the Irish literary tradition. Hyde's comprehensive exploration of
these works illuminates the voices that have shaped Ireland's narrative, making it a crucial read for
anyone interested in understanding the intersection of literature and national identity. In this
enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct
Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot,
highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context
immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis
dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions
prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. -
Hand-picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive
footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more
informed read.

niall of the nine hostages: A Literary History of Ireland from Earliest Times to the Present Day
Douglas Hyde, 1899

niall of the nine hostages: A Literary History of Ireland Douglas Hyde, 1899
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five things to know about Niall Horan: Niall Horan is an Irish singer and songwriter best known as a
former member of the boy band One Direction

Niall Horan - IMDb Niall was into music from a young age, from about 5 or 6. He started playing
the guitar when he was about twelve, and one year later he entered the school's talent show, singing
The Script's

“The Voice” Coach Niall Horan Wins the First Four-Chair Turn "The champ is back," Horan
said after he got contestant Aiden Ross on his team Is Niall Horan headed for three-peat? During the
first season 28 audition of The Voice on Monday, Sept. 22,

Niall Horan facts: One Direction singer's age, girlfriend Here's all the important facts about
Niall Horan including his age, partner, family and more

Niall Horan - Wikipedia Niall James Horan (/ 'naial 'ho:ren / NY-al HOR-on; [1][2] born 13
September 1993) is an Irish singer-songwriter. He rose to prominence as a member of the boy band
One Direction, formed

Niall Horan | Official Website The official home of Niall Horan. Click here now to find tour dates,
new music, and Niall's exclusive email newsletter

Niall Horan Age, Height, Wife, Songs, Net Worth And More Niall Horan is an Irish singer,
songwriter, and actor who first gained fame as a member of the boy band One Direction. He also
regularly serves as a coach on the reality singing competition

Niall Horan - YouTube Niall Horan - ‘The Show: Live On Tour' & 'The Show: Live From Madison
Square Garden' (Album Trailer) Niall Horan 50K views1 year ago

What Is Niall Horan Doing Now? Life, Work, & Music Updates - NBC As Niall Horan returns
as a Coach on "The Voice" Season 28, here are some updates on what the singer-songwriter has
been up to lately

Niall Horan (@niallhoran) ¢ Instagram photos and videos 34M Followers, 1,159 Following,
1,551 Posts - Niall Horan (@niallhoran) on Instagram: ""

Who is Niall Horan? 5 things to know about The Voice season Who is Niall Horan ? Here are
five things to know about Niall Horan: Niall Horan is an Irish singer and songwriter best known as a
former member of the boy band One Direction

Niall Horan - IMDb Niall was into music from a young age, from about 5 or 6. He started playing
the guitar when he was about twelve, and one year later he entered the school's talent show, singing
The Script's

“The Voice” Coach Niall Horan Wins the First Four-Chair Turn "The champ is back," Horan
said after he got contestant Aiden Ross on his team Is Niall Horan headed for three-peat? During the
first season 28 audition of The Voice on Monday, Sept. 22,



Niall Horan facts: One Direction singer's age, girlfriend Here's all the important facts about
Niall Horan including his age, partner, family and more

Related to niall of the nine hostages

Netanyahu speaks to hostage Alon Ohel’s parents, who urge PM to return from US trip with
news of hostages’ return (The Times of Israel on MSN10d) The post Netanyahu speaks to hostage
Alon Ohel’s parents, who urge PM to return from US trip with news of hostages’ return appeared
first on The Times of Israel
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Israeli hostages will only be freed ‘when Hamas is confronted and destroyed’ in Gaza,
Trump says (New York Postlmon) President Trump backed Israel’s expansion of the war in Gaza,
saying the remaining 50 hostages can only be freed if Hamas is completely eradicated. “We will only
see the return of the remaining
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