map of the world from china

Map of the world from China has become an intriguing topic for many geography enthusiasts,
political analysts, and global travelers. As one of the world's most influential nations, China’s
perspective on world maps offers insights into its geographical understanding, political priorities, and
cultural viewpoints. In this article, we explore the various aspects of the map of the world from China,
including its historical evolution, unique features, political implications, and how it shapes China's
image on the global stage.

Historical Evolution of the Map of the World from China

Ancient Chinese Maps and Their Significance

China boasts a rich cartographic history that dates back thousands of years. Ancient Chinese maps,
such as the Kunyu Wanguo Quantu created by Matteo Ricci in the late 16th century, reflect both
Chinese perspectives and Western influences. These maps often depicted China at the center,
emphasizing its central role in the world, aligned with traditional Chinese cosmology.

Modern Developments and Political Influences

In the 20th century, China's maps transitioned from traditional representations to more modern,
politically influenced depictions. During different political regimes, maps have been used to assert
sovereignty, territorial claims, and national pride. The influence of the Chinese government is evident
in how borders and territorial regions are depicted, especially regarding disputed areas.

Features of the Map of the World from China

Centrality of China in the Map

Many Chinese world maps, especially those produced domestically, tend to place China at the center.
This practice, known as centric mapping, highlights China's importance and reflects a worldview
where China is the focal point of global affairs.

Territorial Claims and Disputed Areas

China’s maps often include territorial claims that are subjects of international dispute. Key examples
include:

e The South China Sea, with islands like the Paracels and Spratlys
e Taiwan, which China considers a part of its territory

e Border regions such as Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin with India



e Parts of the Himalayas and neighboring countries

These claims are prominently featured on Chinese maps and are used to reinforce national
sovereignty.

Inclusion of Historical and Cultural Sites

Chinese maps frequently showcase historical and cultural landmarks, emphasizing the nation’s rich
heritage. Examples include:

e The Great Wall of China
e The Yellow River and Yangtze River
e Terracotta Army

e Mount Everest (known as Qomolangma in Tibet)

This cultural emphasis helps promote national pride and identity.

Political and Diplomatic Implications of Chinese Maps

Maps as a Tool of National Sovereignty

The way China depicts its borders and territories on maps is a powerful tool to assert sovereignty. The
inclusion of disputed regions reinforces the country’s territorial claims and can influence diplomatic
relations.

Impact on International Perception

Chinese maps, especially those distributed internationally, can shape perceptions about China’s
territorial ambitions. For example:

e Maps that show Taiwan as part of China may influence international policies and public opinion

e Depictions of the South China Sea islands can impact regional security dynamics

Such maps are often used in diplomatic settings, educational materials, and media to reinforce
China’s stance on various issues.

Use in Education and Propaganda

In Chinese schools, maps are used to teach students about the country’s history and territorial claims.
They serve as a form of soft power, promoting a narrative of unity and sovereignty.



Technological Innovations in Chinese Mapping

Digital and Satellite Maps

China has invested heavily in satellite technology and digital mapping tools. Platforms like Baidu Maps
and Gaode (Amap) provide detailed and accurate representations of the Chinese and global
territories.

Global Map Production and Distribution

Chinese companies and government agencies produce high-quality world maps that are exported
worldwide. These maps often feature:

e Enhanced detail of Chinese territories
* Political boundaries aligned with Chinese claims

e Data integration from Chinese satellite networks like BeiDou

This technological advancement helps China project its perspective on the world stage.

Contemporary Challenges and Controversies

Disputes Over Map Accuracy and Representation

Internationally, Chinese maps sometimes face criticism for their portrayal of disputed regions.
Countries like India, Japan, and Vietnam have challenged the accuracy and political implications of
certain Chinese maps.

Global Reactions and Diplomatic Tensions

Maps that assert Chinese territorial claims can lead to diplomatic protests and tensions. For example:
* India’s objections to Chinese maps showing Arunachal Pradesh as part of China

¢ Disputes over the South China Sea and its depiction in Chinese maps

These controversies highlight the importance of cartography in geopolitics.

The Role of Chinese Maps in Shaping Global



Understanding

Influence on International Education

Many countries incorporate Chinese maps into their educational systems to foster better
understanding of China’s perspective. Conversely, China promotes its maps to support soft power and
cultural diplomacy.

The Future of Chinese World Mapping
With advancements in Al, satellite imagery, and digital technology, Chinese maps will likely become
more detailed and sophisticated. These developments may influence:

¢ Global navigation and logistics

e International diplomacy and territorial negotiations

e Cultural exchange and mutual understanding

Conclusion

The map of the world from China is more than just a geographical representation; it is a reflection of
the country’s history, culture, political ambitions, and technological progress. As China continues to
rise as a global power, its maps will remain a vital instrument in asserting sovereignty, shaping
perceptions, and fostering national pride. Whether viewed through the lens of history or modern
geopolitics, these maps offer valuable insights into how China perceives itself and its place in the
world. Understanding the nuances behind Chinese cartography is essential for anyone interested in
international relations, geography, or the evolving dynamics of global power.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular map services from China that provide
world maps?

Popular Chinese map services include Baidu Maps, Gaode (Amap), and Tencent Maps, which offer
detailed world maps and navigation features.

How accurate are Chinese maps of the world compared to
Western providers?

Chinese maps are generally accurate for domestic use, but there can be discrepancies or censorship
regarding certain regions, especially those related to territorial disputes or sensitive areas.



Are there any Chinese-origin global map projects or
initiatives?

Yes, projects like the 'China Geospatial Data Cloud' and initiatives by Chinese tech companies aim to
develop comprehensive global mapping data and services.

Can | access a detailed world map created by Chinese
companies online?

Yes, Chinese companies like Baidu and Amap provide online platforms with detailed world maps
accessible via their websites and mobile apps.

What are the main differences between Chinese and Western
world maps?

Differences include the projection methods used, the level of detail, and in some cases, the
representation of territorial boundaries due to differing geopolitical perspectives.

Is it possible to view historical or vintage world maps from
China?

Historical Chinese maps are available in research archives and museums, though modern digital maps
focus on current geographic data.

Are Chinese maps of the world available in multiple
languages?

Yes, Chinese maps are typically available in Chinese and often offer English and other language
options for international users.

How do Chinese map providers handle sensitive regions like
Taiwan or the South China Sea?

Chinese map providers generally depict Taiwan and the South China Sea as part of China, reflecting
official government positions, which may differ from Western map representations.

Can | use Chinese map data for academic or commercial
purposes?

Yes, but users should be aware of licensing restrictions and the geopolitical context that may
influence map data representation.

Are there any open-source or free world map datasets



originating from China?

While many Chinese map services are proprietary, some open-source projects and datasets
incorporate Chinese mapping data, but users should verify their sources and accuracy.

Additional Resources
Map of the World from China: Unveiling a Global Perspective Through Cartography

The phrase "map of the world from China" encapsulates more than just geographical representations;
it signifies a complex interplay of history, technology, politics, and cultural perspectives. As one of the
world's oldest civilizations with a rich tradition of cartography, China has continuously evolved its
approach to mapping the globe, reflecting its ambitions, cultural narratives, and technological
advancements. This article explores the multifaceted world of Chinese cartography, tracing its
historical roots, modern innovations, and the geopolitical implications woven into its maps.

Historical Roots of Chinese Cartography
Ancient Chinese Maps: Foundations of Spatial Understanding

China’s cartographic history dates back over two millennia. Early Chinese maps were not merely
geographical tools but also embodied philosophical and political ideas, reflecting the universe's order
and the empire's central role.

- The Classic Han Dynasty Maps: During the Han Dynasty (206 BCE - 220 CE), maps began to serve
administrative purposes. Notably, the Hun Yi Tu (Map of the Central Regions) was a detailed depiction
of imperial territories, emphasizing the importance of the emperor's domain.

- The "Baibing Tu" and the Cosmological Approach: Chinese maps often integrated cosmology,
aligning terrestrial features with celestial arrangements. These maps portrayed the world as a flat,
square landmass surrounded by seas, with China at the center—a concept rooted in the traditional
Zhongguo (Middle Kingdom) worldview.

- The Yuan and Ming Dynasties: The Mongol-led Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368) saw increased influence
from Persian and Islamic cartography, leading to more detailed and geographically accurate maps.
The Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) produced the famous Da Ming Hun Yi Tu, a massive, detailed map
emphasizing China's central position and integrating both geographic and political data.

Cultural and Political Significance
Chinese maps historically reflected political authority and cultural identity. The "center" of the world

was China itself, a concept reinforced through cartographic representations. These maps also served
diplomatic and educational purposes, illustrating the empire's grandeur and worldview.

Transition to Modern Cartography in China

The Influence of Western Mapping Techniques



The 19th and early 20th centuries marked a turning point as Western cartographic methods, with
their emphasis on scientific accuracy and projection techniques, influenced Chinese mapmakers.

- Introduction of European Projection Methods: Chinese cartographers began adopting latitude-
longitude systems, compass navigation, and printing technologies.

- Maps as Instruments of National Identity: During periods of upheaval and modernization, maps
became tools for nation-building, territorial claims, and asserting sovereignty.

The Establishment of National Mapping Agencies

Post-1949, following the founding of the People's Republic of China, a centralized effort was
undertaken to develop accurate, comprehensive maps for various purposes:

- National Geospatial Agency: The China National Administration of Surveying and Mapping (CNAS)
was established to oversee cartographic activities.

- Development of Topographic and Thematic Maps: These include detailed topographic maps,
thematic maps illustrating demographics, resources, and infrastructure.

Modern Chinese World Maps: A Reflection of Ambition and Identity
The "One Belt, One Road" and Geopolitical Mapping

In recent years, Chinese maps have increasingly reflected the country's geopolitical ambitions,
especially through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Maps produced for this initiative often emphasize
connectivity and influence across Asia, Africa, and Europe.

- Strategic Map Features:

- Connectivity Lines: Railways, highways, and maritime routes linking China to partner countries.

- Resource and Infrastructure Projects: Highlighting Chinese investments.

- Political Boundaries and Claims: Some maps depict territorial disputes, notably in the South China
Sea, with varying degrees of international recognition.

Digital Mapping and Technologies

China has emerged as a global leader in digital mapping and geospatial technology, driven by
companies like Baidu, Tencent, and Alibaba, as well as government initiatives.

- Baidu Maps and Gaode (Amap): Popular navigation platforms offering real-time data, 3D mapping,
and street-level views.

- China's Satellite Programs:

- The BeiDou Navigation Satellite System (BDS), launched in 2000 and fully operational by 2020, rivals
GPS, GLONASS, and Galileo.

- These satellites enable high-precision mapping, autonomous navigation, and military applications.

- Integration of Al and Big Data: Enhancing map accuracy, predictive analytics, and urban planning.

The Cultural and Political Dimensions of Chinese Maps



Maps as Tools of Propaganda and Sovereignty

Maps in China are often more than geographic tools; they are instruments of soft power and
sovereignty assertion.

- Territorial Disputes: Chinese maps often depict the Nine-Dash Line, asserting historical claims in the
South China Sea, which conflicts with other nations’ claims.

- Historical Narratives: Maps emphasize historical Chinese territories, sometimes expanding current
borders to include regions like Taiwan, Tibet, and Xinjiang, reflecting the government's stance on
territorial integrity.

Cultural Perspectives and Map Design

Chinese cartography also reflects cultural values and aesthetics.
- Traditional Elements:

- Use of calligraphy and classical artistic motifs.

- Incorporation of mythological and philosophical symbols.

- Modern Design:

- Focus on clarity, utility, and technological integration.
- Emphasis on urban centers like Beijing, Shanghai, and Shenzhen as hubs of progress.

The Future of Chinese World Maps
Technological Innovation and Global Integration

The rapid advancement of geospatial technology promises to reshape how China produces and uses
maps.

- Artificial Intelligence: Automating mapping processes, detecting changes in terrain, and improving
disaster response.

- 3D and Augmented Reality Maps: Enhancing navigation and urban planning.

- International Collaboration: Participation in global mapping initiatives, sharing data, and standard-
setting.

Geopolitical Implications

Chinese mapping efforts influence international relations in subtle yet significant ways:

- Territorial Claims and Disputes: Maps are central to sovereignty debates, especially in contested
regions.

- Soft Power Projection: As Chinese companies expand globally, their mapping platforms and data
influence perceptions and strategic decisions.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite technological strides, Chinese maps face critiques:

- Accuracy and Bias: Allegations of manipulated data to support government narratives.



- International Acceptance: Disputed borders and territorial claims reduce map acceptance outside
China.

Conclusion: The Ever-Evolving Cartographic Vision

The map of the world from China encapsulates more than territorial boundaries; it reflects a nation's
history, cultural identity, technological prowess, and geopolitical ambitions. From ancient
cosmological maps to cutting-edge digital geospatial systems, Chinese cartography continues to
evolve, offering a window into how China perceives itself and its place in the world.

As the country advances its technological capabilities and asserts its sovereignty on the global stage,
Chinese maps will undoubtedly remain powerful symbols—shaping perceptions, guiding policies, and
charting the future of international relations. Whether as tools of navigation, instruments of statecraft,
or expressions of cultural identity, Chinese maps are an essential component of understanding the
nation’s past, present, and future in a rapidly changing world.

Map Of The World From China

map of the world from china: China at the Center M. Antoni ]. Ucerler, Theodore N. Foss,
Mark Stephen Mir, 2016-03-01 China at the Center focuses on two masterpieces of
seventeenth-century map-making that illustrate the exchange of information (and misinformation)
between Europe and Asia. The world maps created by Jesuit priests Matteo Ricci (1602) and
Ferdinand Verbiest (1674) for the Chinese courts tell fascinating stories about the meeting of two
worldviews. They provided Europeans with greater knowledge of China and the Chinese with new
ideas about geography, astronomy, and the natural sciences. The maps also show the ways that
certain myths were perpetuated, especially as seen in the vivid and imaginative descriptions of the
peoples and places of the world and in their depictions of exotic fauna.

map of the world from china: History of Map in China Zhi Dao, The book provides highlights
on the key concepts and trends of evolution in History of Map in China, as one of the series of books
of “China Classified Histories”.

map of the world from china: Mapping China and Managing the World Richard ]. Smith,
2013-05-20 From the founding of the Qin dynasty in 221 BCE to the present, the Chinese have been
preoccupied with the notion of ordering their world. Efforts to create and maintain order are
expressed not only in China’s bureaucratic institutions and methods of social and economic
organization but also in Chinese philosophy, religious and secular ritual, and comprehensive systems
of classifying all natural and supernatural phenomena. Mapping China and Managing the World
focuses on Chinese constructions of order (zhi) and examines the most important ways in which
elites in late imperial China sought to order their vast and variegated world. This book begins by
exploring the role of ancient texts and maps as the two prominent symbolic devices that the Chinese
used to construct cultural meaning, and looks at how changing conceptions of ‘the world’ shaped
Chinese cartography, whilst both shifting and enduring cartographic practices affected how the
Chinese regarded the wider world. Richard J. Smith goes on to examine the significance of ritual in
overcoming disorder, and by focusing on the importance of divination shows how Chinese at all
levels of society sought to manage the future, as well as the past and the present. Finally, the book
concludes by emphasizing the enduring relevance of the Yijing (Classic of Changes) in Chinese
intellectual and cultural life as well as its place in the history of Sino-foreign interactions. Bringing
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together a selection of essays by Richard J. Smith, one of the foremost scholars of Chinese
intellectual and cultural history, this book will be welcomed by Chinese and East Asian historians, as
well as those interested more broadly in the culture of China and East Asia.

map of the world from china: Regnum Chinae: The Printed Western Maps of China to 1735
Marco Caboara, 2022-10-24 Listen to the New Books Network Podcast. The first European map of
China faintly relied on the copy of a Chinese original, obtained through bribing and espionage; the
last covered in this book was the result of the largest land survey ever made until that time. These
two and another 125 maps depict, sometimes uniquely, sometimes copying each other, a country
whose images were so different that it was hard to understand which to trust. This study reproduces
and describes, for the first time, all the maps of China printed in Europe between 1584 and 1735,
unravelling the origin of each individual map, their different printing, issues and publication dates. It
also tells, for each, the unique story that made possible these visions from another world, stories
marked by scholarly breakthroughs, obsession, missionary zeal, commercial sagacity and greed. For
a presentation from the author related to the publication entitled China on Copper Plates: The First
150 Years of Chinese Maps in Western Prints (1584-1735), see: here. A summary: On June 23, 2022,
the fourth session of the academic lecture series on The Weavers of Four-Dimensional Space-Time
and Their Creation on the History of Maps was held in the form of an online seminar at the
Kuang-Chi International Scholars Center. Dr. Marco Caboara, an Italian scholar from the Lee Shau
Kee Library of Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, gave a lively presentation entitled
China on Copperplate - the First 150 Years of Western Printed Maps of China, 1584-1735. The
lecture was conducted in both Chinese and English. Associate Professor Lin Hong from the School of
Humanities of Shanghai Normal University served as the moderator and translator. Dr. Yang
Xunling, Deputy Director of the Library of Macau University of Science and Technology, served as
the main responder. Professor Huang Yijun of Minzu University of China, and Deputy Youth
Associate of Fudan University Researcher Ding Yannan, Dr. Catarina Batista and Dr. Angela Gil from
the Library of Macau University of Science and Technology, and Dr. Zheng Man from the Free
University of Berlin participated in the discussion. Many domestic and foreign scholars and map
enthusiasts listened to the lecture online. The lecture lasted nearly three hours.

map of the world from china: [World travel map China 1:4500000 ] ; World travel map China
[Anonymus AC08476586], 1977

map of the world from china: Mr. Selden's Map of China Timothy Brook, 2013-11-12 From the
author of the award-winning Vermeer's Hat, a historical detective story decoding a long-forgotten
link between seventeenth century Europe and China. Timothy Brook's award-winning Vermeer's Hat
unfolded the early history of globalization, using Vermeer's paintings to show how objects like
beaver hats and porcelain bowls began to circulate around the world. Now he plumbs the mystery of
a single artifact that offers new insights into global connections centuries old. In 2009, an
extraordinary map of China was discovered in Oxford's Bodleian Library-where it had first been
deposited 350 years before, then stowed and forgotten for nearly a century. Neither historians of
China nor cartography experts had ever seen anything like it. It was so odd that experts would have
declared it a fake-yet records confirmed it had been delivered to Oxford in 1659. The Selden Map,t?
as it is known, was a puzzle that needing solving. Brook, a historian of China, set out to explore the
riddle. His investigation will lead readers around this elegant, enigmatic work of art, and from the
heart of China, via the Southern Ocean, to the court of King James II. In the story of Selden's map,
he reveals for us the surprising links between an English scholar and merchants half a world away,
and offers novel insights into the power and meaning that a single map can hold. Brook delivers the
same anecdote-rich narrative, intriguing characters, and unexpected historical connections that
made Vermeer's Hat an instant classic.

map of the world from china: Following the Steps of Matteo Ricci to China Xiping Zhang,
2006

map of the world from china: 40 Maps That Will Change How You See the World Alastair
Bonnett, 2024-09-17 40 Maps That Will Change How You See the World is a collection of historic




and contemporary maps and the insights they reveal about geography, geopolitics, art, history,
science, and society.

map of the world from china: Communist China: a Strategic Survey Army Library (U.S.),
1966

map of the world from china: What Is China? Zhaoguang Ge, _, 2018-03-26 Ge Zhaoguang
addresses sensitive questions of identity that shape the politics of the world's most populous
country. This insider's account teases out nuances of China's encounter with the contemporary
world, using its past to explain its present and to provide insight into paths the nation might follow
as the current century unfolds.

map of the world from china: Time in Maps Karen Wigen, Caroline Winterer, 2020-11-20 “As
wide-ranging, imaginative, and revealing as the maps they discuss, these essays . . . track how
maps—interpreted broadly—convey time as well as space.” —Richard White, Stanford University
Maps organize us in space, but they also organize us in time. Looking around the world for the last
five hundred years, Time in Maps shows that today’s digital maps are only the latest effort to insert a
sense of time into the spatial medium of maps. Historians Karen Wigen and Caroline Winterer have
assembled leading scholars to consider how maps from all over the world have depicted time in
ingenious and provocative ways. Focusing on maps created in Spanish America, Europe, the United
States, and Asia, these essays take us from the Aztecs documenting the founding of Tenochtitlan, to
early modern Japanese reconstructing nostalgic landscapes before Western encroachments, to
nineteenth-century Americans grappling with the new concept of deep time. The book also features
a defense of traditional paper maps by digital mapmaker William Rankin. With more than one
hundred color maps and illustrations, Time in Maps will draw the attention of anyone interested in
cartographic history.

map of the world from china: A List of Atlases and Maps Applicable to the World War Library
of Congress. Map Division, 1918

map of the world from china: Ancient China , 2003

map of the world from china: Legal Study on China’s Sovereignty over the Nansha Islands
Cuibai Yang, Qianwen Zhang, 2020-12-01 This book analyzes and discusses the sovereignty of the
Nansha Islands, combining legal and historical perspectives, traditional international law theories,
and empirical studies based on an extensive body of historical maps from around the globe to do so.
Ultimately, the book argues that China has sovereignty over the Nansha Islands and the surrounding
waters, either on the basis of historical claims or modern realities. In recent years, the Nansha
disputes have attracted considerable attention. Far from being resolved, they have instead become
even more heated. The only reasonable way to solve the problem, as argued here, is on the basis of
relevant history and legislation. Addressing this highly topical issue, the book also provides an
English-speaking audience with access to essential content on the sovereignty, history, and
legislation concerning the Nansha Islands.

map of the world from china: "Nonscientific” Traditional Maps of China Yinong Cheng,
2022-08-23 This book analyzes the drawing data and methods of the Chinese ancient maps that are
neglected by the previous researches, and reevaluates the drawing theories and methods, the
influences, and accuracy of the maps that represents the scientificity of Chinese ancient
cartographic drawings.

map of the world from china: Man and the universe. Japan. Siberia. China Arthur Mee, 1907

map of the world from china: China in Diagrams Bo Jin, 2005

map of the world from china: China and the Writing of English Literary Modernity,
1690-1770 Eun Kyung Min, 2018-04-19 Argues that eighteenth-century literature defined itself as
'English' and 'modern' by engaging with debates about Chinese history and culture.

map of the world from china: Handbook of Christianity in China Nicolas Standaert,
2019-01-04 Who were the main actors in propagating Christianity in China? Where did Christian
communities settle? What discussions were held in China, concerning Christianity? These, and many
other, questions are answered in this reference work, which is divided in a systematic part and




analytical articles. This handbook represents a true reference guide to the reception of Christianity
in pre-1800 China. It presents to the reader, in comprehensive fashion, all current knowledge of
Christianity in China, and guides him through the main Chinese and Western sources, bibliographies
and archives. The scope of the volume is broad and covers a wide range of topics, such as theology,
philosophy, astronomy, mathematics, medicine, cannon, botany, art, music, and more.

map of the world from china: National Geographic Atlas of China National Geographic
Society (U.S.), 2008 Bursting with full-colour maps and graphics, this essential atlas provides
in-depth geographical coverage as it highlights the dramatic cultural and economic changes now
occurring in China. National Geographic's renowned cartographers ahve mapped the entire country
- all its administrative regions and their cities, towns, and transportation networks - to create a
complete and meticulously researched panorama of the world' sfasted growing economy and most
populous nation. In addition to newly compiled political and physical maps, colourful thematic
presentations post information on trade, energy, natural resources, environment, military strength,
religion, ways of life, communications, and more. An exhaustive place-name index helps readers
navigate to thousands of specific locations. State-of-the-art satellite imagery and mosaics - at the
highest resolution ever published by National Geographic - reveal incredible variety and amazing
details of China's sweepin physical landscapes. Ten major cities chosen from various regions
throughout China receive close-up treatment, wiht maps laying out each metropolitan area and
quick-read fact boxes listing local climate, time zone, population, and more. The profile of Beijing,
the captial, pinpoints sites of the 2008 Summer Olympics. Also charted extensively is Shanghai, host
of the 2010 World's Fair - China's first - expected to draw 70 million visitors. Since the nation's turn
toward openness in the late 1970s, tourism has become a major growth industry in this land of
bustling cities, spectacular vistas, ethnic diversity, and cultural and historical marvels. One of the 21
thematic topics focuses on tourism, with a map locating popular attractions such as the Great Wall,
the Terra-cotta Warriors, Zhalong Nature Reserve, the Silk Road, the Imperial Palace, and Hong
Kong's Star Ferry. A history section covers China's primary dynasties and then with a time line
highlights the events of the twentieth century to the present. Charts, graphs, and photographs
complete the visual coverage of China today, with expert commentaries adding insight on topics that
range form teh workings of China's government to the lifestyles of its people to the global
implications of its stunning emergence as a major player on the world scene.
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